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Ms. Blaskovich’s Kindergarten class, Cranbrook, prepares to release Painted Lady butterflies in a “secret garden”

“Come, O children”
- Psalm 34
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BISHOP’S MESSAGE

A sense of deep communion with the rest of nature cannot
be real if our hearts lack
tenderness, compassion and
concern for our fellow human
beings - Pope Francis, Laudato Si, 91
Francis’ encyclical letter centres on our
stewardship of creation, the Holy Father
makes some important statements which
touch upon our aboriginal peoples,
statements which can help to open our
hearts to the message of the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission and assist
us in establishing new and respectful
relationships with our aboriginal sisters
and brothers.

Bishop John Corriveau, OFM Cap.
Dear sisters and brothers,
On 2 June 2015, the Truth and
Reconciliation Commission issued
its Executive Summary of the
Final Report on the situation of the
aboriginal peoples of Canada following
upon the residential school crisis.
Residential Schools were established
by the Government of Canada in the
nineteenth century. The day-to-day
responsibility for the operation of
these schools was entrusted primarily
to religious bodies. Several dioceses
as well as Congregations of Religious
Sisters and Religious Priests and
Brothers operated the majority of
these schools. One of these schools,
St. Eugene’s, was within the Diocese
of Nelson and was operated by the
Oblates of Mary Immaculate and the
Sisters of Charity. All, at various
times over the past years, have issued
public apologies for their complicity in
this government-sponsored program.

Over a period of more than 120
years spanning six generations, one
hundred and fifty thousand children
were removed from their homes,
often by force. Children as young as
five years of age were separated from
their families. Siblings were often
separated one from the other. Listening
to the stories of those who attended
Residential School, I became aware of
the deep wounds which this inflicted
not only on the individual persons, but
on the family and the social fabric of
our aboriginal communities.
The ninety-four recommendations
of the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission demand our serious
consideration. A few weeks before
these recommendations were presented,
on the Feast of Pentecost, 24 May
2015, Pope Francis issued his muchacclaimed Encyclical Letter on the
environment entitled, “Laudato Si”.
While the principal focus of Pope

Pope
Francis
convincingly
combines care for nature and
compassion for our neighbour: “A sense
of deep communion with the rest of
nature cannot be real if our hearts lack
tenderness, compassion and concern
for our fellow human beings” (Pope
Francis, Laudato SI, 91). Pope Francis
continues: “The human environment
and the natural environment deteriorate
together. We cannot adequately combat
environmental degradation unless we
attend to causes related to human and
social degradation” (Pope Francis,
Laudato Si, 48). More pointedly, he
adds: “The disappearance of a culture
can be just as serious, or even more
serious, than the disappearance of
a species of plant or animal” (Pope
Francis, Laudato Si, 145). This certainly
applies to our aboriginal peoples. Not
only were aboriginal parents forced
to place their children in Residential
Schools, but every effort was made to
strip these children of their cultural
identity, their language and their
traditions. They were forbidden to speak
their native languages and practice their
own traditions. Since these languages
and traditions existed only in North
America, this amounted to an attempt to
extinguish entire cultures.
Even very simple acts can enable
us to reach out to the aboriginal peoples
of our Diocese in mutual respect and
esteem. The first step is to know the

First Nations peoples with whom we
live. For example, are you aware that
there are eleven First Nations Bands
spread across the Kootenays and the
Okanagan? The Diocesan Native
Ministry Committee has produced
simple pamphlets available at the
entrance of all our Churches which
describe these communities and indicate
their traditional lands.
Last year our
First Nations Pastoral Workers took part
in a workshop for our Catholic School
teachers, helping to highlight what our
schools can do to create a welcoming
environment for First Nations children
and to create esteem and respect for
their culture and traditions within
our Catholic Schools. Three of our
Catholic Schools with larger First
Nations enrollments and in close
proximity to First Nations communities
have established cultural awareness
programs including visits from Elders
of First Nations communities. Our
schools must be commended for these
efforts and encouraged to continue and
to expand these programs.
We can reach out in the same way
to understand, respect and form bonds
of faith and friendship with members
of our aboriginal communities. We
can make an effort to occasionally
attend the Eucharistic celebration
in a neighbouring First Nations
community. We can invite First
Nations Elders as privileged guests to
special parish celebrations. The Risen
Eucharistic Lord will unite us in a
privileged manner with our aboriginal
sisters and brothers whose land we are
privileged to call home.
Your brother in Christ,
John Corriveau,
O.F.M. Cap.
Bishop of Nelson
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Ask the Pastor

By Fr. Bart van Roijen

One of our pastors asked the Diocesan
Liturgy
Committee to offer “clear
One does not have to be a full-fledged endorser of same-sex marriage to feel
directives for the manner of purifying
agitated at the prejudice some people have against others.
vessels and the cleaning of the linens.” In
There was, for example, that “Facebook” picture of a young, smiling person his words, “there has been little training
holding a placard with the bold message, “God created Adam and Eve, not and education on this matter, and bad
habits get passed on from one person to
Adam and Steve!” Accompanying it was the invitation, “Share if you agree.”
the next.”
I replied, “I do not want to share. I do not agree. Why? Because God’s love is
much wider than this narrow placard.”
The corporal is the square linen cloth
that is put in the middle of the altar prior to
A friend sent me her comment,“I have difficulty accepting Adam and Steve.
the presentation of the gifts. The corporal
I try to ignore them and change channel when I see them on television. I know
derives its name from its purpose: to catch
same-sex marriage is happening…I’m not the judge, so I pretend it’s not
any straying crumbs of the consecrated
happening.”
hosts (or the “Corpus”). The corporal
And she added, “I can’t change no one, but I can only change myself. I agree… should be folded and unfolded in such a
way that the crumbs stay trapped within
not sharing it.”
its folds (it should never be flipped over
On the other hand, there’s the bias that some people have against those who or smoothed down once opened). Those
want to faithfully practice their faith. The words which are often hurled and cleaning the linens afterwards should take
used with liberal indignation are: “homophobia”, “homophobic”…as if there care in handling the corporal. They should
were no other good words to ridicule those who simply want to live their faith by gently shake any of the crumbs into a
upholding traditional marriage.
dish, consume the contents of the dish
(after adding some water), and wash the
These extremist inclinations prove that many are missing a very important corporal normally. In ironing corporals,
element for all of us to move on - respect!
care should be taken that the corporal
unfolds in such a way that it continues to
--CB
remain true to its purpose.

The Entrance Procession
By Jim Ratcliffe

Please Note: the Nelson Diocesan
Liturgy Committee is planning to present
a series of articles on the “Parts of the
Mass”. The first one, on “The Entrance
Procession”, follows.
References to the General Instruction
of the Roman Missal (GIRM) are to the
edition approved for use in Canada by the
Holy See on June 18, 2010. The GIRM
gives instructions on how the Mass is to
be celebrated. References (#____) are to
paragraph numbers.
“The celebration of the Eucharist is
the action of Christ and of the Church.”
(GIRM #91) “In the celebration of the
Mass the faithful form a holy people, a
people of God’s own possession and a
royal priesthood, so that they may give
thanks to God and offer the unblemished
sacrificial Victim not only by means of
the hands of the Priest but also together
with him and so that they may learn to
offer their very selves.” (GIRM #95)
The Mass has two main parts, the
Liturgy of the Word and the Liturgy of
the Eucharist. They are so interconnected
that they form one, single act of worship.
“For in the Mass is spread the table

both of God’s Word and of the Body of
Christ, and from it the faithful are to be
instructed and refreshed. There are also
certain rites that open and conclude the
celebration.” (GIRM #28) The entrance
procession is the first of these rites.
When the people have come together
and the Priest and the other ministers
are ready to begin, the Entrance Chant
or Gathering Hymn commences. This
marks the beginning of the celebration
of the Mass. Besides opening the
celebration, the purpose of the Entrance
Rite is to “foster the unity of those who
have been gathered, introduce their
thoughts to the mystery of the liturgical
time or festivity, and accompany the
procession of the Priest and ministers.”
(GIRM #47)
This chant or hymn can be sung
entirely by the people, by the choir or by
some combination of both. (GIRM #48)
When choosing music it is important
that it be suited to the sacred action, the
day or time of year, and its approval by
the Conference of Canadian Bishops.
(GIRM #48). Our Canadian Bishops
have given their formal approval to the
Catholic Book of Worship II and III.
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The purificator is the cloth used to
wipe the chalice after each communicant.
Care should be taken to wipe both
the inside and outside of the cup in a
thorough manner. A different surface of
It is very important that the people be
included in the singing during the Entrance
Rite. This will instill in them full, conscious
and active participation in the celebration of
the Eucharist right from the beginning. Even
when they sing alternately with the choir or
with the cantor, if their refrain has powerful
words and a strong melody line, they
experience their contribution as essential.
“If there is no singing at the Entrance,
the antiphon given in the Missal is recited
by the faithful, or by some of them, or by a
reader, otherwise, it is recited by the Priest
himself.” (GIRM#48)
Good News! The Canadian edition of the
Book of the Gospels will be available by the
end of September. It, and not the Lectionary,
may be carried by a Reader in the Entrance
Procession (GIRM # 120 d) and placed on
the altar. (GIRM #122) The Book of the
Gospels may be placed on the altar ahead of
time (GIRM #122). The Lectionary should
not be part of the procession and should be
placed on the lectern prior to the beginning

the purificator should be used for each
wipe. The chalice should also be turned
fractionally so that each communicant
may have a different surface to drink from.
Those cleaning the linens should take care
to soak the purificators in a small basin,
to allow the remnants of the Precious
Blood to be extracted from the linen.
Once this has been done the purificators
are washed normally. The contents of the
basin, containing remnants of the Precious
Blood, should not enter the sewer system
nor be poured out on ground used by
animals. Pouring it on houseplants or
flowerbeds is acceptable.
Chalices and ciboriums are usually
cleaned by the priest after communion.
When this is not the case, care should be
taken that any crumbs from the ciborium
are wiped into the chalice and consumed
with the remaining Blood of Christ. A
substantial amount of water should then be
poured into the cup and slowly move about
to the very rim, taking care not to spill any.
This water will contain remnants of the
Precious blood and Consecrated Hosts. It
should be consumed immediately. When
necessary, this process may be repeated
a second time. When all reasonable
precautions have been taken, all vessels
should be washed diligently with soapy
water and should be left to dry on their
own.
of Mass. (GIRM # 118)
At the time of the Gospel Acclamation,
the minister who will proclaim the gospel
will process the Book of the Gospel from
its place on the altar to the lectern (GIRM
#44). It is hoped that all parishes will have
its own coy of the Book of the Gospels
when it becomes available.
This article has given references to
most of the paragraphs in the GIRM which
refer to the Entrance Procession. For
musicians, the “Guidelines for Music in the
Mass” in the CBW II are still very pertinent.
Paragraphs # 81 and #82 deal with the
Entrance Rite. Note 8 in our present ORDO
also offers guidelines for the Introductory
Rites of the Mass, with subsection a)
addressing the Entrance Procession. May
every parish in the Diocese of Nelson
experience full, conscious and active
participation, beginning with the attention
paid to the Entrance Procession.
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PASTORAL
APPOINTMENTS

Effective July 6, 2015:

Mischief

HINDSIGHT

really caught my attention: “Canada in the Philippine port since February
trash in Manila now at 98 container 2014.
I was in the Philippines when
vans”.
Pope Francis issued his encyclical,
The discovery of these
“Laudato Si’: On Care of Our
Here are the details (according containers of Canadian trash angered
Common Home”, last May 24.
to “change.org” and “rappler.com”): environmentalists in the Philippines
“In July 2013, the Philippine who said that international treaties
Pope Francis’ concern about
Bureau of Customs seized about require Canada to take the garbage.
“the urgent ecological crisis” and
fifty (50) 40-footer container vans The Filipino environmentalists
his call “for immediate action
of ‘heterogeneous plastic scrap cite ‘The Basel Convention on
to take care of the environment”
materials’ in the Port of Manila. The the Control of Trans-boundary
reminded me of the Pastoral
shipper, Chronic Incorporated, was Movements of Hazardous Wastes’
Letter, “What’s Happening to Our
a private company in Ontario. When which says that Canada should have
Beautiful Land?” written by the
Philippine authorities conducted taken back the garbage 30 days after
Catholic Bishops’ Conference of
inspection of the contents of some being notified of its presence in the
the Philippines (CBCP) over twenty
container vans, they found that the Philippines.
five years ago. This was the first
shipment contained mixed waste
time that a Bishops’ Conference
Filipino
activists
have
(non-recyclable plastics, used adult
addressed environmental problems
diapers, broken bottles and glasses, petitioned the Canadian Embassy
and climate change.
waste paper, household/kitchen to hasten the “re-exportation” of
the container vans to Canada, to
Pope Francis’ encyclical was waste, etc.) –a false declaration of
reimburse the actual cost incurred
welcomed as one of the many contents.
by the Philippine government, and
breaking news and headlines by the
In March 2015, it was to pay the damages it may have
Filipinos.
discovered that a new batch of caused.”
But there was one headline that imported garbage from Canada,
- Conrado Beloso
about 48 container vans have been

Father James McHugh is appointed Pastor
of Sacred Heart Parish (Kimberley), St. Anthony
Mission (Canal Flats) and St. Joseph Mission
(Jaffray). Father James will reside in Kimberley.
Father Gerald Sekanga is appointed Pastor
of Holy Child Parish (Summerland) and Sacred
Heart Mission (Penticton Okanagan Native Band).
Father Gerald will reside in Summerland. He is also
appointed Director of the Diocesan Office of Youth
Ministry, and Adjutant Judicial Vicar.
Father John Kellogg is appointed Pastor of
Sacred Heart Parish (Grand Forks), Sacred Heart
Mission (Greenwood), and Our Lady of the Lake
Mission (Christina Lake). Fr. John will reside in
Grand Forks.
Father Ron Dechant will resume his retirement
in Kelowna.
Effective September 1, 2015:
Deacon Sylvester Ibekwe is assigned to
minister in St. Pius X Parish (Kelowna) and St.
Edward Parish (Winfield).
Seminarian Bonnie Fanaiye is assigned to
Canadian Martyrs Parish (Invermere) for the
seminary internship program.
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Tea and Fashion Show
By Sarah Collins

World Youth Day pilgrims and youth from Holy
Cross, Creston put on a high tea and fashion show for their
parishioners last year. The event was well attended and great
fun; everyone in attendance enjoyed the fashion show, with
clothes worn from a volunteer-based, used clothing store
in their town. All of the youth had loads of fun baking and
decorating for the tea, as well as participating in the fashion
show. On July 19 of this year, they joyfully did it all again.

TO SHAVE OR NOT TO SHAVE
By Christine Pineault

JUNE 14, 2015 Fr. Wayne Pfliger, pastor of Our Lady
of Lourdes Parish in West Kelowna, had to grow a beard and
long hair for his role as Jacob in the play: Joseph and the
Technicolour Dreamcoat, put on by St. Joseph Elementary
School in Kelowna. After the play, he did a World Youth
Day fundraiser at his Parish - if parishioners liked his beard,
they put money in the “Keep the Beard” basket, and if they
wanted it gone, they put their money in the “Shave” basket.
As you can see from the picture, the “Shave” camp won,
to Fr. Wayne’s delight. Apparently, he was sharpening his
razor as the pilgrims were counting the money. We made a
whopping $1,370.00. Bottom Row, L to R: Caroline Hébert,
Bonnie McLaughlin (Chaperone). Middle Row, L to R:
Elizabeth Lawrence, Fr. Wayne, Katie Hollingsworth. Back
Row, L to R: John Lawrence, Arthur Cuncannon. Missing:
Danielle Hébert, Anna Hollingsworth.

Fundraising for World
Youth Day
By Sky Shin

For my WYD trip next year, I have been
recycling bottles for fundraising. With generous
support from the congregation in the Greater
Trail area, I have been able to consistently recycle
bottles every Sunday throughout the last couple
of months. Since I live in a small town, I was
worried that I might not be able to collect many
bottles at first. However, our congregations have
been very involved and benevolently donating
their bottles for me. For their generosity, I would
like to say thank you to everyone in the parishes
of St. Rita, Fruitvale, Holy Trinity, Trail and
Sacred Heart, Rossland.

WYD FUNDRAISERS
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Grateful
Greetings. My name is Joanne Hopkins and I am currently one of the pilgrims
who is participating for our trip to Krakow, Poland in 2016. With the help of
Christ the King Catholic Parish and my friends’ support, I have collected and
recycled bottles and have created two Loonies and Toonies posters over the past
year. A few months ago, my Mom was fortunate to have won $500 from Western
Union. However, her only choice was to share the money to people who needed
it the most. I feel grateful that she was generous enough to give me $100 towards
my trip. So far, I feel as though I’ve grown a lot through this experience and the
fundraising has played a great role in that.

1800 Pirogies? No Problem
By David Ziebart

With expert experience to draw from our Polish World Youth Day families,
Immaculate Conception’s pilgrims, along with the full involvement of moms, dads,
brothers and sisters, work very hard to prepare Polish pierogis for an upcoming
Borscht and Pierogis parish fundraising sale. Not only have the sales helped
generate much needed funds, they have been a great opportunity for the pilgrims to
work side by side while learning a few things about Polish culture at the same time.
Immaculate Conception’s WYD pilgrims are very thankful for the incredible support
and encouragement they have received from the parish community.

VOCATION
Cast your Nets on the other Side
By Fr. Bart van Roijen

There are a number of times in
Scripture when Jesus gives instructions
to fishermen. In John 21:6, he tells them
to “cast your nets to the right side of
the boat” and in Luke 5:4, he instructs
them to “Put out into the deep water
and let down your nets for a catch”.
Notice how the fishermen have limited
themselves to that which has worked in
the past. They no longer consider the
alternatives, and may even dismiss them
outright.
When the Church speaks about the
New Evangelization, it speaks first to us.
The Church needs to be re-evangelized.
The Church needs to re-discover the
Good News that has been shared with
us. Too many of us are fishing on just

one side of the boat or in a puddle of
water no deeper than a swimming pool.
Many of us are not convinced that the
message of Christ has the power to
change our lives, let along the lives of
others. We associate the Church’s work
with coming to church and making sure
everything runs well. There is very little
thought given to conversion and how
Christ calls us to re-orient our lives to
the Will of the Father.
The New Evangelization has
everything to do with us; we who
consider ourselves “Cradle Catholics”.
Cast your nets to the other side of
the boat,” Jesus tells us. “You might
discover something altogether new. “Put
out into the deep,” Jesus challenges us.

“You might find a whole new dimension be in communion with my brothers and
to God’s Call.”
sisters. It begins with a life of service,
a call to reconcile and be reconciled, a
For the young this might entail a desire for healing and for new life. And,
fresh new look at one’s Vocation. Don’t in like manner, it begins with you and
be content with fishing on just one side of with us as we strive together to be one
the boat, you may have closed yourself with God, one with each other and one
off from hearing God’s voice in all its with the needs of those around us and
richness. But the same is true for all of around the world.
us. How quickly we grow comfortable
in a certain way of life. How quickly
I can write yet another article
we get set in our ways. God’s Word is about God’s Call to the Priesthood and
active and ever new; it is meant to renew Religious Life in the heart of his Church,
us each day.
but it will do no one any good, unless
God’s Call is seen in the greater context
The New Evangelization begins of God’s desire to renew us one by one,
with us. It begins with my relationship day by day, for the evangelization of the
with Christ, my openness to the Spirit of world.
God, my love of others and my desire to

6

FIRST NATIONS

August 2015

Catholic Mountain Star

7

Truth and Reconciliation
Commission and Our Church
By Gerry Sobie

Recently we have heard and seen a
lot of media coverage about the Truth and
Reconciliation final report. With so much
exposure, there is the danger of our feeling
overwhelmed and helpless in light of the
findings. The number of abused children, the
children who died - physically and emotionally
- in these schools in the late 19th century and
most of the last century is shocking.

Our Diocese was proactive in
conducting Returning to Spirit in Cranbrook
at St. Eugene Mission in 2012-13. Workshops
were held with Aboriginal residents of our
Diocese, as well as our Bishop, priests
and sisters along with laity. Over three
intensive week long sessions, participants
were challenged to look at what was done
in residential schools in our Diocese. At the
culmination of the workshops, Bishop John
If we just focus on two words from and Ktunaxa elder Annie Capilo joined in
the whole report and its findings, reflect on ceremony to symbolize our beginning to
the phrase “cultural genocide”. The meaning journey together on the road to reconciliation.
behind these words is that our government
as representatives of all Canadians tried to
Social Worker Muriel Bray and Sr.
eradicate the Aboriginal people who lived in
Shelley Grant, CND come together in
Canada. The intention was to acculturate them
a symbolic gesture of reconciliation
to become like other Canadians who lived
to receive a monetary cheque to start
here. Erase their language, their traditions,
a healing group this fall for those
their way of living, their values, as well as
who have been affected by residential
culture and replace them with our “civilized”
school - Nk’Mip- at Osoyoos Indian
way of life.
Band land near Oliver.
And now we are living with the
For more information, please contact:
remnants of these practices. Our attempt
Sr. Shelley Grant at 250-328-9958 /
to change aboriginal children in residential
shelleygrant1234@gmail.com
schools was a failure. And we are living with
the results today.

The three key words of the family: Please, Thank You, Sorry
Vatican City (Vatican Information
Service) “Please, thank you and sorry”
are the three words that Pope Francis
“would write on the door of every
family home” as they are the key to
living well and in peace both inside
and outside the home. They are simple
words, much easier to say than to put
into practice, but “they contain great
strength: the strength of protecting
the home, even though a thousand
difficulties and trials; instead, when
they are lacking, cracks gradually open
up that can even lead it to collapse”.

worldliness. The devil who tempts
Jesus shows off his good manners and
cites the Sacred Scriptures. His style
appears correct, but his intention is to
deviate from the truth of God’s love”.

The first word is “please. “To enter
into the life of another person, even
when that person forms part of our life,
requires the delicacy of a non-intrusive
attitude that renews trust and respect.
Confidence, then, does not authorise
us to take everything for granted.
Love, the more intimate and profound
it is, the more it demands respect for
The Pope dedicated the catechesis freedom and the capacity to wait for
of today’s general audience to these the other to open the door of his or her
three words, normally considered as the heart”.
words of politeness. “A great bishop,
The second phrase is “thank
St. Francis of Sales, said that kindness
is halfway to holiness. However, you”. “At times”, observed the Holy
beware”, he warned, “as in history Father, “it seems that we are becoming
we have also known a formalism of a civilisation of poor manners and
good manners that can become a mask unpleasant words. … Politeness and
to conceal an arid heart and lack of the capacity to thank are seen as a
interest in others. … Not even religion sign of weakness, and at times even
is immune to this risk, in which formal arouse distrust. This tendency should
observance may slip into spiritual be opposed within the family itself.
We must become intransigent in the

education of gratitude and recognition: this, a small gesture is enough”.
the dignity of the person and social
“These three key words for the
justice both come from this. If this
family
are simple words, and perhaps
approach is neglected in family life, it
at first they make us smile. But …
will also be lost in social life”.
perhaps our education neglects them
The third word is “sorry”, as “when too much. May the Lord help us to
it is lacking, small cracks become restore them to their rightful place in
larger … to the point of becoming our heart, in our home, and also in our
deep trenches. It is not by chance civil co-existence.”
that in the prayer taught by Jesus, the
Lord’s prayer that summarises all the
Prayer of St. Thomas
essential questions for our life, we
find the expression ‘forgive us our
Aquinas
trespasses, as we forgive those who
Grant me, O Lord my God,
trespass against us’. Acknowledging
a mind to know you,
our errors and being willing to restore
a heart to seek you,
what has been removed – respect,
wisdom to find you,
sincerity, love – makes one worthy of
conduct pleasing to you,
forgiveness. … If we are not capable
faithful perseverance in waiting for
of apologising, it means we are not
you,
capable of forgiveness either. …
and a hope of finally embracing you.
Many hurt feelings, many lesions
in the family begin with the loss of
- Saint Thomas Aquinas
those precious words: ‘I am sorry’. In
married life there are many arguments
… but I advise you never to let the day
end without making peace. And for
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The diocese of Nelson warmly invites all to participate in the
various events scheduled throughout the diocese in celebration of
The Jubilee Year of Mercy~
Be merciful, just as your
Father is merciful
____________________________________________________

Then he led me back along the bank of the river.
As I came back,
I saw on the bank of the river a great many trees
on the one side and on the other.
He said to me,
“This water flows toward the eastern region
and goes down into the Arabah;
and when it enters the sea,
the sea of stagnant waters,
the water will become fresh.
Where the river goes,
every living creature and that swarms will live,
and there will be many fish,
once these waters reach there.
It will become fresh;
and everything will live where the river goes . . .
On the banks, on both sides of the river,
there will grow all kinds of trees for food.
Their leaves will not wither nor their fruit fail,
but they will bear fresh fruit each month,
Because the water for them flows from the sanctuary.
Their fruit will be for food,
and their leaves for healing.”
Ezekiel 47
.....continued on page 9
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.....continued from page 8

“No one can be excluded from God’s mercy,” Pope Francis said during a Penitential
Celebration on March 13, 2015 in St. Peter’s Basilica, when he announced the celebration of
an extraordinary Holy Year dedicated to MERCY.

The Jubilee Year of Mercy will begin on December 8, 2015, the Solemnity of the Immaculate
Conception and will conclude on November 20, 2016, Solemnity of Christ the King.

“This is the time of mercy. It is important that the lay faithful live it
and bring it into different social environments. Go forth!”
Pope Francis
The Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy are actions we can perform that
extend God’s compassion and mercy to those in need.

Corporal Works of Mercy
The Corporal Works of Mercy are these kind acts by which we help our neighbours with their
material and physical needs ~
Feed the hungry
Shelter the homeless
Clothe the naked
Visit the sick and imprisoned
Bury the dead
Give alms to the poor
Spiritual Works of Mercy
The Spiritual Works of Mercy are acts of compassion, as listed below, by which we help our
neighbours with their emotional and spiritual needs ~
Instruct
Advise
Console
Comfort
Forgive
Bear wrongs patiently.

“I frequently have thought about how the church can make more evident its mission to
be a witness of mercy”.
Pope Francis
Be sure to look in your bulletins for events to celebrate this feast.
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Hey kids, free bikes!
By Jim Couper

The more they give away, the
more they get back.
Keith Germaine, head of
the local Bicycles for Humanity
chapter explained it this way, “At
first we just got the occasional
kid’s bike donated, but after a few
years they accumulated and started
to take up significant space in our
shed so we thought we’d give them
back to the community through
a giveaway day. That started the
avalanche. ”
Kelowna’s
Bicycles
for
Humanity ships adult bikes to the
West African country of Ghana, but
doesn’t have room in its containers
for children’s bikes. Three months
ago the group gave away hundreds
of small bikes, scooters and
tricycles to local families and
again they are overloaded. For the
first time they are doing two free
bike events in one year. Over four
years more than 1,700 kids’ bikes
have gone to local families.
The giveaway started at 8
a.m., Saturday, June 27 at 3645
Benvoulin Road in the rear
parking lot of St. Charles Garnier

Church. The event lasts as long as
the bikes last, but normally that’s
just a couple of hours. A few adult
bikes unsuitable for use in Ghana
-- thin tired road bikes, trick bikes
and bikes with disk brakes -- will
be available for purchase.
“When a child outgrows the
bike the parents can now bring it
back to where it came from so we
are giving away some bikes for a
second time,” said Germaine.
Bikes for Humanity volunteers
will be on hand at the event to make
minor adjustments to bikes, inflate
tires and accept donations which
are requested but not required.
Information about the local charity
that has spread around the globe
will also be available. The group
is seeking additional volunteers
so anyone interested in preparing
bikes for shipping and loading
containers can speak to Keith
Germaine at the bike giveaway.
Anyone with a surplus adult
bike in riding condition can drop
it off. As well as shipping bikes to
nurses and farm workers in poorer
countries the group also provides

bikes to seasonal workers in the
Okanagan and to needy people in
the community.
Bicycles for Humanity was
founded by Kelowna resident Pat
Montani who now divides his
time between Whistler, several
African countries and Kelowna.
The organization has spread to
13 countries with more than 50

A lovely annual picnic held on the grounds of Holy Cross
Church, Creston on the June 10, 2015. Tents were put up
for comfortable sitting in the shade. A few games and lots
of watermelon was a welcome treat.

chapters. It has no offices, no
fundraisers and every penny
donated goes directly to shipping
bicycles. All staff are volunteers.
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Stella’s Camino for Ozanam
By Alison Grenier

Ozanam House is an 18-bed
recovery home for men struggling
with addictions and/or mental
health issues. Located in Kelowna,
Ozanam House is a project of the
Society of Saint Vincent de Paul of
Central Okanagan.
The mission of Ozanam House
is to provide residents with a home,
health and hope. By providing
professional treatment resources and
stable housing all under one roof, they
have created a unique environment
where residents can fully focus on
their recovery, personal and spiritual
development while living in a safe
and supportive community setting.
Since opening their doors in 2007,
Ozanam House has helped hundreds
of men tackle their addictions and
return as productive members of
their families and communities.
One of Ozanam House’s
faithful and long-standing board

members, Stella Majic, has recently
retired from teaching at St. Joseph
Elementary School.
To kick off
this new stage in life, Stella will be
making a pilgrimage to Santiago
de Compostela (“The Way of
Saint James”) from September to
November 2015.
Not for the faint of heart, this is
an 800 kilometer trek from the south
of France, over the Pyrenees, into
northern Spain, then westward to
Santiago to the shrine of the apostle
St. James.
Stella has designated her
pilgrimage a fundraiser for the
residents of Ozanam Recovery House
and her goal is to raise $10,000.
Please visit Stella’s fundraising
page at https://www.canadahelps.
org/en/charities/ozanam-house/
stellascamino/.

NELSON CWL
By Catherine Filbert

On June 11, we enjoyed a
celebration at the home of Doug
and Fran Sutherland, attended
by many of our ladies, as well as
ladies from Castlegar. Father Jim
Ratcliffe attended as Fr. Conrado
was away on family business. A
great potluck supper was enjoyed

at the wonderful lakeside setting.
On June 16, we travelled to
Castlegar to celebrate Mass in
the “new” St. Rita’s Church. In
Father David’s absence, Fr. Martin
celebrated. Castlegar ladies as
well as some from Trail and
Rossland were in attendance and

we all enjoyed a potluck supper
and friendship. On July 3rd, we
celebrated with centenarian Mary
Murphy as she is a 65 year member
and served as our president on
4 different occasions.
She is
one of 3 centenarians residing at
Mountain Lakes senior’s complex
here in Nelson.

Nelson CWL members
enjoy the moments after
potluck supper.
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History of St. Theresa Parish CWL

Father DeLestre suggested a CWL
league to be formed at St. Theresa’s in
Rutland. Under the direction of Francis
Herron of Kelowna this charter, #927
in the BC Nelson Diocese, was signed,
sealed and sent out 8 May 1940.
The first President was Theresa
Holitski, 1940-1941, she attended one
meeting and had to quit because of illness,
Anna Bach took over as President, 19411942. Most of the Presidents presided
for a two year period. Betty Bosley was
the first to serve a four year period from
1988 to December 1992. Odile Hoffman
and Janet O’Flynn have also chaired for
double terms, Jenni Sali served a two
years term in 1992-1994, 2010-2012, we
didn’t have a president for a short time
in 13 November 2013. Ann Ellis became
our president with the help of Jenni Sali,
Ann is still serving.
We have had 34 Presidents in total.
Each one had special gifts that they
contributed to our council but there are
just too many to mention. There is a sheet
at the back with the history books should
you want to see the names.
At this time, I would like to mention
one of our past presidents, Jean Falck,
1974-1976, she became a Life member
in May of 2001. Our council is very
proud of her. The only one that has ever
accomplished this so far.

in 1940 and 96 names in 2015. The
number of registered members have
fluctuated over the years. Because our
council became divided in 1976-1977,
with a new sister council being formed
at Holy Spirit, our numbers went down
considerably during the period.
The members work very closely
with the pastor, helping where needed
in the parish. Some of the work include:
being Eucharistic ministers, lectors,
commentators, members of Parish council
and being catechist for children and adults.
Some are involved in RCIA, Baptism
ministry, ministry to the sick and bereaved,
still others are in the music ministry. Some
ladies visit shut-ins at home and in the
hospital, some are hospital volunteers and
hospital auxiliary members.
We also serve lunch after funerals
and other Parish functions such as the
Parish bazaar. Donations are made to
organizations requesting financial aid and
we also present a bursary to a deserving
high school graduate each year.
Our meetings begin with Mass
for the intentions of our members and
we frequently have interesting guest
speakers.

There were thirteen names registered
Below: St. Theresa CWL 75th anniversary dinner. Left to right: Ernie&Jenni Sali, Ann & John
Bannick, Ann Ellis, Luke Stack, Fr. Cerlouie Jimenez and Janet O’Flynn.

SECULAR FRANCISCANS
CELEBRATE 10 YEARS

The “five’ original Secular Franciscans of The Little Flowers of St. Francis
Fraternity in Kelowna celebrated 10 years of Fraternal life. Fathers Wayne Pfliger,
John Kennedy and Cerlouie Jimenez celebrated Mass on Saturday, Feb. 28, 2015 at St.
Charles Garnier Church. The encouragement and grace of ten years was acknowledged
by Mabel Flore, Regional Minister of Our Lady of the Angels Fraternity.
The reception was highlighted by the original five in skit. Linda Adams, Alice
McCrae, Sandra Kavanagh, Maria Levko and Rolf Meinecke portrayed their
understanding of various Franciscan charisms, concluding with all joining in to sing
“Companions on the Journey”.
Over the ten years, the membership has grown to a lofty 15 professed members,
plus 3 in formation. Information about the Secular Franciscans can be obtained from
Alice McCrea @ 250-860-3541.
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CWL 2015 Diocesan Convention, Trail
Below: Cathedral CWL ladies with Father Rex Velmonte at the closing
dinner at the River Belle

Above: Martha and
Fidelis Nachbaur, wh
o celebrated their 65
wedding anniversar
th
y on May 30, 2015
, received their spec
blessing in the Bles
ia
l
sed Sacrament Chap
el of the Cathedral
Nelson.
in
Left: CWL Parish Council Members with Fr. Bart van Roijen.

SPIRITUALITY

Life in the Spirit Seminars
By Lynne Williams

St. Anne’s in Osoyoos hosted a Life and the
Spirit Seminar, the first one in 7 years. It was
a huge success with 54 people in attendance
ranging from ages of 16 to over 80. It was
hosted on the weekend of March 20-21, with
Gladys Miller and Deacon Sylvester Ibekwe
doing the talks. There were four testimonies
by local prayer group members. In addition
to local parishioners, people from Keremeos,
Penticton, Saskatchewan, and Alberta attended.
On June 5, 6 and 10, Sacred Heart Parish in
Kimberley hosted a Life in the Spirit Seminar
themed, “I Believe in the Holy Spirit.” The
speakers were Gladys Miller, Deacon Sylvester
Ibekwe, and Flo Reid. Testimonies were
provided by Father John Kellogg, Maureen
Watson, Johanna Tournemille, and Flo Reid.
Twenty-four participants attended from
Kimberley and Cranbrook.
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Put on the Lord Jesus
Christ
By Lynne Williams

On April 24 and 25, parishioners gathered
at St. Charles Garnier Church in Kelowna
for the annual Nelson Diocese Catholic
Charismatic Conference: Put on the Lord
Jesus Christ. John Connelly and Fr. Jack
Michalchuk gave three inspirational talks.
John Connely spoke on the “Power of
Welcome”. In the Greek language, welcome
means joy and exaltation. Jesus is knocking on
every human heart and wants to be welcomed.
“… I am standing at the door, knocking; if you
hear my voice and open the door, I will come
in to you and eat with you and you with me.”
(Rev. 3:20) To welcome is to receive with joy
and to invite the other into relationship.
John also shared a contemplation entitled
“Welcoming Jesus with every Breath.” He said,
“Jesus, with every breath I welcome you …with
every heartbeat, every experience.”
Father Jack, using many scriptural references,
spoke of Putting on the Lord Jesus Christ by
welcoming the Word. “… Martha, you are worried
and distracted by many things; there is need of
only one thing. Mary has chosen the better part,
which will not be taken away from her.” (Luke
10:41-42) The ‘Word’ has two meanings. The
first, logos refers to the person of Jesus, “In the
beginning was the Word, and the Word was with
God, and the Word was God.” Rhema refers to the
word for each person. For example, ‘One does not
live by bread alone, but by every word (rhema)
that comes from the mouth of God.” (Mat. 4:4)
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ST. ELIZABETH SETON
HOUSE OF PRAYER
By Donna Goss

We continue to welcome individuals and
groups throughout the Diocese of Nelson and
beyond who wish to come to our Beautiful
Prayer House for their own spiritual growth, we
also welcome our brothers & sisters from other
Faith communities. You are welcome to come
for a few hours, a day, a weekend or beyond
and discover a deeper awareness of God in the
stillness & beauty of nature. Come & spend
time with the Blessed Sacrament in St. Joseph
the Carpenter Chapel; walk the outside Way
of the Cross, walk the Labyrinth; spend time
in Mary’s Grove with your Rosary. The Lord
is here to provide for your personal spiritual
growth & Peace of Heart.

St. Pius X Thursday morning Prayer Group held a retreat at Seton House of Prayer on June 10- 11, 2015. Left to right:
Maryann Rehlinger; Teresa Cimbaro (slightly behind); Lorraine Landry; Father Matthieu; Margaret Becker; Cathy
MacDonald; Shirley Rochon; Front row- Victoria Oppertshauser
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On May 10, St. Rita’s Parish in Castlegar held their annual celebration of Our Lady of Fatima with a candlelight
procession around the neighbourhood reciting the rosary.

SCHOOL

St. Mary’s School, Cranbrook,
Kindergarten class activities

eir last PE
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n
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ss
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Kindergarte
Blaskovich’s

Below: Ms.
ther.
classes toge

Above:
A big thumbs up – Ms.
Blaskovich’s Kindergarten class performed the
humorous poem “Whoops!” by Judith Viorst at the spring East Kootenay
Festival of Performing Arts. They were awarded top Primary Speech Choir for
their efforts.
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RCIA Candidates come into full Communion
with the Catholic Church
By Marianne Hubbard

In the Greater Trail Area this year, we had four candidates that went through the
RCIA process in Trail under the direction of the RCIA team led by Tammy Fox. There
were 3 candidates from Sacred Heart in Rossland, and 1 candidate from St. Rita’s Parish
in Fruitvale.
On May 30, the 3 Rossland Candidates came into full communion with the Church
with presider Fr. Bart van Roijen who was assisted by Fr. Joseph Kizhakethottathil
MST at Sacred Heart Parish. This was followed by a potluck dinner in the hall to help
celebrate this wonderful occasion. Congratulations to Ali McRae, Rebecca Nesmith, and
Guy Hubbard.
On June 7, Susan D’Andrea came into full communion with the Church in Fruitvale
at St. Rita’s Parish with presider Fr. Joseph Kizhakethottathil MST. Parishioners enjoyed
cake and coffee in the hall to welcome Susan into the Church. Congratulations Susan.

Above: Sacred Heart: (Left to Right) Fr. Bart van Roijen, Ali McRae,
Rebecca Nesmith, Guy Hubbard, and Fr. Joseph Kizhakethottathil MST.
Left: St Rita: (Left to Right) Sponsor Raffaella D’Andrea,
Patrick D’Andrea (spouse), Susan D’Andrea, and Fr. Joseph
Kizhakethottathil MST.

The Sacraments of First Communion,
Confirmation and Baptism
at Holy Trinity Parish
By Marianne Hubbard

It was a beautiful season
of faith this spring at Holy
Trinity Parish where we
celebrated the Sacraments
of
First
Communion,
Confirmation, and Baptism.
On
Easter
Sunday
and on Saturday April
25, Holy Trinity Parish
celebrated the Sacrament
of First Communion with
5 of our young people.
Congratulations to all of
these young people from
both the After School
Religious Ed Program
and from St. Michael’s
School.
Parties were
held after Mass for both
celebrations.

of
ted the Rite
ra
b
le
ce
u
ea
ohn Corriv
a Chirico,
3, Bishop J
utman, Emm
a
y
tr
a
S
M
n
y,
la
a
o
d
N
n
ki and
s,
On Su
deline Holitz
hirag Mathia
a
C
M
h
,
it
rs
w
se
n
is
o
V
ti
Confirma
ham, Isaac
Sophie Pack
,
k
a
re
C
sh
Nelson.
Jo
e Cathedral in
th
t
a
is
ll
E
a
Jenn

On Pentecost Sunday, our
parish welcomed Bishop John
who celebrated the Sacrament
of Confirmation with 10 of our
Confirmandi. It was a beautiful
celebration shared with family
and friends. Congratulations to all

our Confirmandi and thank you to
Bishop John for celebrating with
us.
Finally, our heartfelt prayers
went out to the 7 young people
who were baptized at Holy Trinity
Church on Sunday, May 31. They
journeyed together as a group
through a 6 weeks preparation class
taught by Fr. Bart, Sr. Norma and
Elizabeth Stephens. These classes
culminated in their Baptism on
the Feast of the Holy Trinity. We
congratulate all of these young
people, their parents, godparents
and all of their families. May they
always keep God close to their
heart as he watches over them.
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Baptism. Left to right Top Row: Team Member - Elizabeth
Stephens, Jake Maniago, Melina Lemieux, Team Member - Fr.
Bart van Roijen, Team Member - Sr. Norma Gallant. Bottom Row
Left to right: Pearl Walsh, Chesa Quintans, Kenedie Quintans,
Emily Maniago and Sam Bartlett

Left: First Communion. Left to right: Robyn Chadwick (Gr 7),
Ifeoma (Iffy) Okonkwo, Fr. Bart van Roijen, Makayla Gademans,
and Gillian Olson
Below: Confirmation. Left to Right Top Row: Sebastian Stephens, Fr.
Bart van Roijen, Ryan Clark, Caleb George, Bishop John Corriveau,
Adam Doskoch & Giovanni Pasqualotto. Left to right Bottom Row:
Paulina Seib, Amanda McConnachie, Carollynn Ballarin, Robyn
Chadwick, Alyssa Piva

First Communion. Left to right: Fr. Bart
van Roijen, Jacob Niblow
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The Roman Catholic Bishop of Nelson
(A Corporation Sole)
Statement of Operations
(Unaudited)
For the Year Ended December 31, 2014
Revenue
Donations
General Donations & Grants
Pilgrimage of Faith Appeal
Pilgrimage of Faith Rebates to Parishes
Total Donations Received

$

156,856
761,102
(232,047)
685,911

Cathedraticum

611,776

Interest Income
Interest Earned on Investments
Interest Paid to Parishes
Net Interest Income

197,303
(91,916)
105,387

Other Investment Income

204,081

Other Revenue

100,119

Total Revenue
Operating Expenditures
Wages and Benefits
Workshops, Conferences and Retreats
Office (includes Catholic Mountain Star)
Pension Expense (Clergy)
Professional Fees
Donations Paid to Other Charities (Capital Rebates to Parishes & Schools)
Professional Development (includes Seminarians)
Assistance to Priests
School Subsidy
Travel
Repairs and Maintenance
Fees and Other Expenses
Utilities
Interest and Bank Charges
Facilities Expense
Property Taxes
Insurance
Total Operating Expenditures

$

1,707,274

$

652,077
18,607
120,587
151,000
36,618
90,225
154,427
51,365
28,000
70,293
36,667
88,905
57,958
45,844
13,314
10,875
19,503

$

1,646,263

Other Revenue/Expenditures
Realized and Unrealized Gain (Loss) on Investments
Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues over Expenditures

111,876
$

172,887
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Dioceses Gather for Safe Environment Meeting
By Blake Stittler and Renée Burzuk

Every Catholic diocese in Canada has
some form of a safe environment policy. These
policies provide safeguards against the abuse of
children and vulnerable adults within the church.

Materi, who spoke on the canonical implications
of safe environment policies. Materi expressed
the importance of listening with humility to
victims and alleged victims.

On May 20-21, the coordinators of these
safe environment policies from dioceses in
British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan and
Manitoba met in Saskatoon at Queen’s House
of Retreats. This is the third year a meeting like
this has been organized.

Barbara Raleigh-Smith, the Coordinator of
Volunteer Screening for the Diocese of Calgary,
facilitated a session on the various aspects of
criminal record checks. She pointed out that it
is a fallacy that all criminal record checks are
created the same. Different police departments
provide different degrees of information
depending on their approach.

Sharon Powell, who works for the Diocese
of Saskatoon, played a large role in organizing
the event.
“It is a gift that we, the Western Canadian
dioceses, join together once a year to share
challenges, solutions, and hope so that we can
all work and worship in a safer environment,”
said Powell.
Powell shared her vision that as more
people are trained and come to understand their
roles in creating a safe church environment, the
policy will become second nature.
“Education is key,” said Powell. “With
more awareness, people will be speaking about
the protocol until it becomes a way of life and is
woven into the very fabric of each community.”
Many topics were discussed. Coordinators
shared training materials, as well as best practices
in terms of how they are implementing their
respective policies. Many dioceses noted a shift
from initial distrust and resentment to eventual
cooperation and even support.
One guest speaker was Christopher Rigg,
the Senior Vice President of Capri Insurance.
Rigg spoke on the many aspects of the insurance
policy and answered questions. Rigg’s approach
to the insurance side of safe environment
policies was not limited to mere legalities, but
extended into a call to be pastoral and charitable
when listening to accusations.
“Studies around abuse claims have shown
that people have poor date retention,” Rigg
shared. “They’ll say the abuse started when they
were eight, but maybe they were six. Maybe the
dates don’t align. Maybe the accused wasn’t in
the parish yet or had already left. Don’t dismiss
it,” he invited. “The claimants need to be heard
and feel heard. The insurance company is going
to try to continue the good relationship that you
started.”
“The insurance companies are there to
help settle these things, not to make things
more difficult,” Rigg assured.
Another guest speaker was the recent past
Chancellor of the Diocese of Saskatoon, Reb

“The term ‘criminal record check’ refers
to a background check which varies greatly in
scope, according to the databases which are
searched for information,” explained RaleighSmith. Information disclosed on a police
information check can include criminal records
(both adult and youth at the discretion of the
police departments), indictable and summary
conviction offences, pending and outstanding
charges, and outstanding warrants for arrest
Canada-wide, probations, peace bonds and
vulnerable sector records.
Renée Burzuk, Diocesan Safe Environment
Coordinator, represented the Diocese of Nelson
at this year’s gathering. “The event provided an
opportunity to learn what our diocese is doing
well and what we can do better. At the end of
the event, we were asked to share, in one word,
how we felt. I felt and continue to feel hopeful.
Seeing Catholics from across Western Canada
working hard to protect the vulnerable made
me realize that we can make a difference.
My hope is that every member of our diocese
understands the importance of protecting those
who are most vulnerable in our community and
be willing to take the steps necessary to make
that happen, even if some feel it is inconvenient.
I am hopeful that we can stop abuse. Through
education, screening, working together, and
most importantly, prayer, we can protect our
children, youth and vulnerable adults.”
The next annual gathering will take place in
May 2016 in the Archdiocese of Edmonton.

www.greenspirittv.com
In order to help explore our relationship to
the world and how we can become instruments of
healing to a broken world, the bishops of Canada
and Roman Catholic TV have produced this series
of videos, Cultivating and Caring for Creation.
They are available on line at no cost and come
with guidelines for discussion. Watch them alone
or even better watch them with a group of friends
or fellow parishioners, they are very well done
and provide a good starting point for the study of
Laudato Si’ ; On Care for Our Common Home.
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Pope Francis’ Gift to the World
Laudato Si’ On Care for our Common Home
By Sr. Elaine Biollo SC

May 24, 2015 will go down in history as a very significant date. It was
the date that Pope Francis’ Encyclical Letter, Laudato Si’ On Care for our
Common Home was released. This encyclical was anticipated with great
interest not only in the Roman Catholic Church but by many in the world
community, not only by church people but also by many involved in social
change, politics, ecologists and every person concerned with climate change.
This encyclical is unique in that it is not addressed to bishops,
cardinals and priests but to everyone who cares about the future of our
home the earth and its future. The care for the common good is the central
message of the encyclical. He states that if the earth is to be protected,
economic interests must not triumph the common good. The right of
all persons is to be respected and all persons have an equal share in the
world’s resources. All persons have a right to work, affordable housing
and access to public transportation that is affordable, effective and safe.
Even though the encyclical is directed to everyone, Pope Francis
addresses people in power in a particular way urging them to exercise
creative leadership to find solutions to the vast ecological crisis that is
facing humanity at this time. Pope Francis challenges us to an integral
or deep ecology that respects the interrelationship of the all that lives. He
affirms that all human beings are intrinsically related to one another and to
all of creation and unless we honour, respect and protect this intricate web
of relationships we will see the diminishment of humanity and creation.
Further you cannot separate the earth and economics because they are
intricately connected. Our world of consumerism and individualism
has weakened the fabric or our interpersonal relationship as well as our
relationship to creation. Our social bonds are very weak and our sense of
community is lost. Many persons are forced to live at the margins of society.
Consumerism and individualism not only affected interpersonal relationship
they are also destroying our environment and poisoning our politics. As
we work toward healed relationship and care of our creation we must pay
special attention to the poor. They are the ones who suffer most from unjust
economic structures and pollution of the natural resources. Furthermore
they have no voice in our society because we have rendered them invisible.
Pope Francis recognizes that there is no simple remedy to the ecological
crisis as long as we are entrenched in an unjust social structure that relies
on individualism and consumerism. We need to move beyond our market
mentality. We need to enter into the pain of our world so that our hearts may
be broken as we look at what is happening to our sisters and brothers and to
our earth, our common home. As helpful as it is, technology can never heal
our common home. We, human beings, have within us the capacity to work
towards its healing as we learn to live in solidarity with one another and care
for the poor and have a vision of the common good.
Governmental structures at every level need to be transformed so that
they acknowledge the ecological crisis and are willing to respond to it with
creativity. As citizens of this world, whatever country we live in,we have
the responsibility to pressure on our leaders to move beyond their espousal
of short term remedies for the sake of long term solutions. We need recreate
our structures whether they be legal or governmental so that all citizens of
the world and their home may be protected and the resources of the world be
distributed in an equitable way.Pope Francis’ starting point for this new vision
is the interconnectedness we share with one another and with our creation.
We have been given this great gift of life surrounded by the beauty of creation
and all of us have responsibility to enhance life in all its dimensions.
The force of the encyclical will be felt for many decades. It does
not offer a quick fix but a vision of a world in which honour, respect and
solidarity are its trade marks. It is impossible to realize the beauty of this
document in one reading it needs to be read over and over again.
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Human arrogance threatens the
environment and social order
By Louise Mc Ewan

In Laudato Si’: On Care for Our
Common Home, Pope Francis calls
the world to rethink and transform the
“outdated criteria which continue to rule
the world.”

bolstered with the weight of his brother
bishops securely behind him,and, in my
view, enhances the already considerable
credibility and authority of this pope.

From the first page, this encyclical
hooked me with its straightforward
and direct language, occasionally
surprising me with its bluntness, such
as when Francis described the world
as resembling a “pile of filth”, or the
criticized politicians for lacking “breadth
of vision.” Other times, the language is
more poetic, particularly when the pope
praises the beauty of creation.

Although it has been dubbed “the
climate change encyclical”, the discussion
on climate change is only a small portion
of Laudato Si’. Those who focus on
the pope’s comments on climate change
miss the point. This encyclical is about
three key relationships – humanity’s
relationship with God, with the created
world, and with one another – and it
reflects on the problems existing within
the web of these relationships.

In Laudato Si’, Francis gathers the
thought of the universal church on the
connection between the environment and
social issues. Not only does he refer to
the teachings of his predecessors, Francis
makes numerous references to statements
on the environment from Catholic
bishops’ conferences around the world.
He also devotes several paragraphs to
the teaching of Ecumenical Patriarch
Bartholomew. While the encyclical is
given from the hand of the pontiff, it is

At the root of the environmental
crisis, says Francis, is a “misguided
anthropocentrism” that places human
beings at the center. In our hubris, we have
fallen prey to “unrestrained delusions of
grandeur”. We seek mastery over nature
instead of respecting it as a sacred gift. We
are turning “a magnificent book in which
God speaks to us and grants us a glimpse
of his infinite beauty and goodness” into
something that “is beginning to look more
and more like an immense pile of filth”.

Pope Francis and the human
meaning of ecology
By Bishop William S. Skylstad

To understand why Pope Francis
wrote a letter to the world about the
environment, people in our corner of the
United States and Canada need look no
further than the Columbia River. This
waterway, 1,200 miles in length, is the
lifeblood of a watershed stretching over
259,000 square miles across international,
provincial and state borders.
No nation, state or industry can lay sole
claim to this great river’s bounty because
it transcends geopolitical boundaries and
authority. Millions of people depend upon
and derive their livelihood from farms,
fishing, ports, industries and communities
that would not exist except for the gift of
God’s creation we call the Columbia.
Immense as it is, our watershed home
is just a tiny part of the integrated natural
environment of the earth, which has been
entrusted to us and unites us in concern
and responsibility for its competitive and
complementary uses. It is in this context,
as a global pastor and teacher that Pope
Francis writes Laudato Si (Praise Be), his

letter “on the care of our common home.”
Rooted in Catholic teachings, the
pope offers moral guidance for the care of
God’s creation because of its immediate
and long-term importance to people. This
distinctive Catholic perspective forms the
basis for Pope Francis’ letter. In his view,
to understand the challenge of caring
for creation we need to understand our
obligation to care for one another.
Consistent with the Bible, recent
popes and the U.S. bishops, the pope’s
letter speaks of an “integral ecology,” the
fundamental interrelationship that exists
for each person with God, with one’s
self, with other human beings and with
creation. He points to these relationships
again and again in hopes that we will learn
the human meaning of ecology, especially
in relationship to the poor.
Laudato Si is a teaching document,
but Pope Francis does not shy away from
the controversial issue of climate change
or recommendations to spur fresh political
and economic thinking. In our polarized

Francis talks about the utilitarian
mindset that leads us to treat others
with disregard, valuing them only in
so far as they are useful to us. We are
more interested in convenience and
consumption, economics and power
than in the intrinsic dignity of the human
person and nature. In the theology of this
encyclical, our lifestyle and mindset blind
us to the destruction of the environment
and deafen us to the cries of the poor.
Francis cautions that if we continue to
see ourselves as independent from others
and as separate from nature, our attempts
to heal the environment will be piecemeal
at best. Healing the environment requires
healing the other two key relationships;
“our relationship with the environment
can never be isolated from our relationship
with others and with God. Otherwise, it
would be nothing more than romantic
individualism dressed up in ecological
garb”. A true ecological approach is
therefore always a social approach; “it must
integrate questions of justice in debates on
the environment, so as to hear both the cry
of the earth and the cry of the poor”.
Less we feel overwhelmed and
discouraged by the reality of the challenges
facing humanity, the encyclical offers
hope. Human beings have the capacity to
transform the present environmental and
world, where strong disagreements exist
on these topics, it’s important to remember
that the pope’s letter is intended to provide
the moral foundation for action, not a set
of political prescriptions.
The pope contends, however, that
policymakers must consider what it
means to live in right relationship with the
natural world and each other. He speaks
concretely about the need to develop
sources of renewable energy as substitutes
for fossil fuels and insists that politics and
economics are meant to be at the service
of human life, not the other way around.
Pope Francis rejects the proposition
that economic prosperity and protection of
the created world are mutually exclusive.
In fact, he makes clear his conviction that
we will not have one without the other,
and he reminds us that the poor suffer
disproportionately when we fail to care
for God’s creation.
Many of the actions the pope suggests
are “simple daily gestures” each of us can
make at home and in our communities. He
challenges the “throwaway culture” and
the modern tendency toward consumerism.
The expression of a pastor’s concern is
particularly evident in his heartfelt desire
that everyone live simpler, fuller lives,
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social crisis, but it will require a change of
heart and attitude. We will do well to heed
an ancient lesson common in religious
traditions, ‘less is more’, and to cultivate
a spirit of moderation that is happy with
fewer goods even if it is contrary to
today’s culture of consumption and waste.
From
developing
enforceable
international environmental polices to
small individual actions, everyone has
a part to play in caring for our common
home. We renew the social fabric, break
down indifference, and forge a shared
identity, says Francis, when we promote the
common good and defend the environment.
“Social love moves us to devise larger
strategies to halt environmental degradation
and to encourage a “culture of care” which
permeates all of society.”
Laudato
Si’ challenges
us,
individually and collectively, to confront
the environmental crisis and to resolve the
inequalities of human society. The future
hangs in the balance of our response.
(Trail, BC resident Louise McEwan
is a freelance religion writer and Troy
Media columnist with degrees in English
and Theology. She has a background in
education and faith formation. Her blog is
www.faithcolouredglasses.blogspot.com.
Contact her at mcewan.lou@gmail.com.)
growing closer to God and each other.
The Catholic bishops in the Columbia
watershed wrote a pastoral letter in 2001
to assist all people of good will to develop
“an integrated spiritual, social and
ecological vision” to promote “justice for
people and stewardship of creation.”
As the pastor of a global church, Pope
Francis similarly offers his encyclical
letter as a call for a worldwide change
of hearts — what St. John Paul II called
a “global ecological conversion” —
because an integral ecology recognizes
that individual decisions have social
consequences.
Pope Francis’s letter offers an “urgent
challenge to protect our common home,”
but it also expresses hope that “things can
change. The Creator does not abandon
us; he never forsakes his loving plan or
repents of having created us.”
# # # # #
(The Most Rev. William Skylstad
is Bishop Emeritus of the Diocese of
Spokane and former Bishop of Yakima.
He chaired the steering committee that
wrote the international pastoral letter
“The Columbia River Watershed: Caring
for Creation and the Common Good.”)

