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“For…God…has chosen you.”
- 1 Thess. 1:4

Cathedral of Mary Immaculate, Nelson
Walkway to St. Joseph School, Nelson
Kids on wagon ride during Holy Cross Parish Picnic.
Grade 4 students of St. Joseph School, Nelson received their bibles following the School Mass.
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BISHOP’S MESSAGE

“We always give thanks to God for all of you … remembering … your
work of faith and labour of love and steadfastness of hope in our Lord
Jesus Christ. For … God … has chosen you.” (1Thess. 1: 2 – 4)
bottom. The earth quaked, boulders
split, tombs opened. Many bodies
of saints who had fallen asleep were
raised. After Jesus’ resurrection
they came forth from their tombs and
entered the holy city and appeared
to many. The centurion and his
men who were keeping watch over
Jesus were terror-stricken at seeing
the earthquake and all that was
happening, and said: ‘Clearly this
was the Son of God!’.”
(Matt. 27: 51 - 54)
Two points stand out in this passage
from Matthew – the apocalyptic event:
“the curtain of the sanctuary was torn
in two from top to bottom” – and – the
apocalyptic effect: “bodies of saints
who had fallen asleep were raised.”

Bishop John Corriveau, OFM Cap.
The imagery of fire and water were
common in Jewish apocalyptic literature
at the time of Jesus. This language was
used to describe God’s judgment on a
world ruined by sin. Fire, brimstone
and deluge will overwhelm and destroy
the world of sin and infidelity.
A
new world, a world faithful to God,
will be born. When we look at our
secular world which rejects many of
the fundamental values of the gospel
touching the sanctity of human life and
the family, we can be tempted to ponder
apocalyptic solutions.
In chapter twelve of the gospel
of Luke, Jesus himselfproposes
anapocalyptic solution to the evils of
our world:
“I have come to light a fire on
the earth. How I wish the blaze
were ignited! I have a baptism to
receive. What anguish I feel until it
is over! Do you think I have come
to establish peace on the earth? I
assure you, the contrary is true; I
have come for division.” (Lk 12:

49-51)
Jesus refers to the judgment of
God which will come upon the world
in his passion and death. However,
Jesus makes two major breaks with the
apocalyptic beliefs of his day. It is not
the world which will be destroyed, but
it is Jesus himself who will be burned
up by his passion and sufferings. Jesus
himself will be immersed in the waters
of death in order that the world may
be reborn. Furthermore, his death will
overcome the sin but save the sinner.
When we look to the apocalyptic
language, we are mesmerized by the
cataclysm, the fire, the brimstone, the
floods and destruction. It is hard for
us to see the cross of Jesus as such an
apocalyptic event. Yet it is precisely
in these apocalyptic terms that Jesus
speaks of his passion and death in Luke
chapter 12 and it is even more evident in
the imagery of chapter 27 of the gospel
of Matthew. We listen to Matthew:
“Suddenly the curtain of the
sanctuary was torn in two from top to

At the death of Jesus, the centurion
sees the veil of the temple torn asunder.
In the temple of Jerusalem, the veil of
the temple separated the body of the
temple from the “holy of holies” which
believing Jews considered God’s “throne
on earth”. Standing beneath the cross
and witnessing the death of Jesus, the
centurion looks into the Holy of Holies,
the heart of the Mystery of God and he
declares: “Clearly this was the Son of
God!” Witnessing Jesus’ supreme act of
mercy on the cross, the centurion peers
into the heart of the mystery of God and
spontaneously utters his declaration
of faith: “Clearly this was the Son of
God!”
With the revelation of Trinitarian
love on the cross of Jesus, a new
transforming power enters the world
with apocalyptic effect: “The earth
quaked, boulders split, tombs opened.
Many bodies of saints who had fallen
asleep were raised.” Why are only the
“bodies of saints” raised? Matthew
is telling us that holiness and rightrelationships – “righteousness” –
universal brotherhood and sisterhood
–
appear on the earth through the
power of the cross. The Gospel of John
underlines this point. At the Last Supper,
Jesus calls us “friends”: “I do not call
you servants any longer… I have called
you friends” (Jn 15:15). After the cross,
he calls us “brothers/sisters”: “Go to
my brothers/sisters and say to them, ‘I

am ascending to my Father and your
Father, to my God and your God.’ ” (Jn
20:17). The Church, universal brother/
sisterhood, was given birth on the cross
from the pierced side of Christ. In his
cross, Jesus chose to immerse himself
totally in our humanity. Divine Mercy
assumed all of the consequences of
our humanity, including our sins. Jesus
chose to make himself brother to all,
and he chose to make all his brothers
and sisters: “Jesus … in bringing many
children to glory. … is not ashamed to
call them brothers and sisters” (see Heb
2:10-11).
Jesus, sending his Spirit into the
world, has entrusted this mission of
brother/sisterhood to us, his disciples.
At the same time, he entrusted to us the
apocalyptic power of his saving death
to accomplish the mission. Nobody
understood and embraced this fact
with greater enthusiasm than St. Paul!
Writing to the tiny Christian community
of Thessalonica, Paul says:“We always
give thanks to God for all of you …
remembering … your work of faith and
labour of love and steadfastness of hope
in our Lord Jesus Christ. For … God …
has chosen you” (1Thess. 1: 2 – 4).
As I read these powerful expressions
of trust and empowerment in St. Paul, I
am reminded of a prayer of St. Francis:
“Most High and Glorious God,
enlighten the darkness of my heart;
Give me a correct faith, a certain
hope and perfect charity…That I
may carry out your true and holy
command.”
Francis recognizes that God has
chosen him.Still, Francis recognizes
that he is immersed in a world of sin:
“Enlighten the darkness of my heart!”
We, too, are immersed in a secular
world which does not recognize God.
With Francis we pray: “Enlighten the
darkness of my heart!”
Francis looks to Jesus to enlighten
the darkness of his heart, he prays:
“Give me a correct faith!”Faith is not
what happens between our ears. Faith
is a relationship with Jesus Christ which
transforms our hearts. Looking to
Continued on Page 3...
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Jesus we have a new
understanding of ourselves and we
look in
a new way at the world around us.
Francis continues: Give me
“a certain hope”. Pope Francis
describes the heart of Christian hope:
“Jesus Christ loves you; he gave his
life to save you; and now he is living
at your side every day to enlighten,
strengthen and free you” (EG 163).
With Jesus at our side, all things are
possible!
Give me “perfect charity …
that I may carry out your true
and holy command.” At the Last
Supper, shortly before he died for
us on the cross, Jesus gave his great
commandment: “that you love one
another as I have loved you” (Jn 15:
12). We become active disciples
of Jesus ready to bring his love to
our families, our co-workers, our
neighbours and the poor.
Jesus
has
entrusted
the
apocalyptic power of his cross to
us, his Church. This was St. Paul`s
message to the Christian community
of Thessalonica, it is his message to
each one of us in the forty or more
Churches of our Diocese scattered
across the East and West Kootenays
and the Okanagan. Just as we have
experienced how Jesus can give light
to the darkness of our own hearts,
so through us, Jesus can give light
to the darkness of our world which
embraces abortion and euthanasia as
the ultimate signs of human freedom.
Through us, light can enter the lives
of refugees, the sick and lonely and
our families when they are divided by
misunderstanding and hurt feelings.
Imagine the transformation
which can come to our lives, our
families, our faith communities and
our world if we could the prayer of
St. Francis to give focus to each of

our days:
“Most High and Glorious
God, enlighten the darkness of
my heart….Give me a correct
faith, a certain hope and perfect
charity….That I may carry out
your true and holy command.”

By Fr. Sylvester Obi Ibekwe

Jimmy smiled and left.

John Corriveau,
O.F.M. Cap.
Bishop of Nelson
“The earth quaked, boulders
split, tombs opened. Many bodies
of saints who had fallen asleep
were raised.” Holiness and rightrelationships – “righteousness”
-- universal brotherhood and
sisterhood -- appear on the earth
through the mercy of the cross. At
the moment when evil – violence,
cruelty and death – triumphs – in
that very moment right relationships,
redeemed relationships emerge and
walk the earth. Therefore, St. Paul
who more than any other embraced
the vocation of universal brother/
sisterhood, exclaims: “May I never
boast of anything but the cross of our
Lord Jesus Christ ... (through which
we are) ...created anew.” (Gal. 6: 14
- 15)

Loneliness reminds us
that we are only passing
through...But called
to confront the inward
journey into boredom,
we are asked, without
fear and suspicion, to
treasure persons, times
and seasons...

By Conrado B. Beloso

carried the invitation to live heroic
lives according to the Gospel of
Jesus, her son. She called for:
1). Lives live in conversion - her
constant appeal to conversion and
repentance is very much a big part of
her message at Fatima.
2). Faithfulness to prayer, especially
Continued on Page 4...
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Must I Go To Mass Every Sunday?

We will be God’s instruments to
mend a broken world.

EDITORIAL
A hundred years ago, Our Lady
appeared to three shepherd children at
Cova D’ Iria in Fatima Portugal. For
six consecutive months from May to
October 1917, our Lady instructed
Lucia, Francisco and Jacinta to be
present at the same spot for her
apparition. These children obeyed
the call of our Lady as she revealed
to them her message for the world.
The Blessed Mother’s appearance
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The above question was put to me
by Jimmy - a young medical student in
Vancouver. It’s been a few years now
but today as we celebrate thanksgiving, I
recall the question: “Must I go to Mass
every Sunday?”
I met the young man at St. Paul’s
hospital where I did my Clinical Pastoral
Education (CPE). We became friends and
would often talk about religion, about
God, about spirituality and soccer, of
course.
Becoming increasingly busy with
studies, one day Jimmy asked me: “Sly
(that’s what he calls me), must I go to
Mass every Sunday?
This was my reply –“Jimmy, you
don’t have to go to Mass every Sunday;
but if you care to know, I’ll tell you why
I go.
You and I have a wonderful
opportunity of studying, but so many
in our world would love to but have no
means. In fact, one out of hundred has no
college education. One out of three in our
world is dying of hunger. One out of three
has nowhere to lay their head at night.
I’m sure you know Hasting Street. You
see, whenever I walk by there, looking at
those people on the street, I often think to
myself ‘that could be me.’
Jimmy, you know, I didn’t give myself
life. Someone gave me life. The things
that have come to me in life, I consider
them to be blessings. I merit nothing. It’s
not because I have worked better than
others. Some work so hard but still don’t
have the blessings you and I have.
When I look at all these wonderful
blessings from God, deep down my heart,
I really want to give thanks to God.
Mass is called a Eucharistic
Celebration. And Eucharist comes from
the Greek word ‘Eucharistein,’ which
means thanksgiving. And so, I attend Mass
to give thanks not simply as an individual
but more so with my community because
I’m a being-with the other, not a being for
myself.”

I was looking forward to seeing
Jimmy at Mass on Sunday but he wasn’t
there. I was disappointed. I thought I did a
good job in convincing him but that didn’t
seem to be the case. I phoned Jimmy
after Mass. His phone rang but no one
answered. I phoned the second time and
someone picked it up. It was his mom.
“Could I speak with Jimmy,” I asked.
With a shaky voice, she replied: “Jimmy
is in the hospital.” “What happened” I
enquired. “Please come to the hospital”,
she told me.
I rushed to the hospital. There was
Jimmy lying in bed with lots of medical
equipment all around him - tubes through
his nose, machine monitoring his heart
beat, his whole body covered with
bandage. His mother told me what had
happened. After our talk on Wednesday,
Jimmy went out with three of his friends.
They had a terrible car accident. He and
one other were lucky but the other two
were not. They died instantly.
As tears flowed down my eyes, I
hugged his mom, stayed for some time
and prayed for him. I visited him from
time to time until he was discharged.
Upon his discharge, Jimmy was
feeling better but still was not able to
walk well. We were all happy to see him
out of the hospital and recovering well.
We had another deep talk. “Jimmy,
you’ve been through a lot these past few
months. How does it feel like to be out of
the hospital?”
After a moment of silence, he said,
“Sly, I’m living on a borrowed time. I
just want to make the very best of every
moment I have left in this life. Every
moment is a blessing. You were right;
I didn’t have to go to Mass, but now I
desire to go.”
Apart from Sunday Mass, Jimmy
attends Mass during the week when he
can. He sits near the statue of our Lady
because he believed that he was saved
through the intercession of our Lady. The
night of the accident, Jimmy had in his
pocket the Rosary grandma gave him
years ago.
A medical doctor now, Jimmy is
in Tanzania doing a missionary work serving his neighbour and spending his
life in gratitude to God from whom all
blessings flow.
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Continued from Page 3...
meditating on the mysteries of the
Rosary - she asked the children to pray
the rosary everyday that the war may
end and that peace may be obtained.
3). A sense of collective responsibility
and the practice of reparation for sins to offer sacrifices for sinners.
For those who are familiar with the
story of the apparition of our Lady at
Fatima, it is easy to be distracted on
the rather apocalyptic dimension of it.
The vision of hell, the predictions of
war, persecutions of the faithful, the
miracle of the sun. One can easily be
intrigued by all these aspects which in
actual fact are part of the message and
revelation of our Lady. But as we end
the commemoration of this great miracle
that happened a hundred years ago we
ask ourselves what have we truly done
to fulfill the invitation of our Lady?
We ask ourselves what has happened
in our world since Our Lady appeared?
In so many different ways, we can see
that what was once unthinkable has
become normal or being pushed to be
normalized. The vulnerable, the unborn,
the elderly, the dying and disabled are

The Eucharistic Prayer
By Ann Matthews

SACRAMENTS
threatened in so many ways as human
beings become more and more concern
about their own convenience. The
century since the Fatima apparitions
now ending has mocked God in so
many different ways, but God will not
be mocked: not because He delights in
wreaking vengeance on us, but because
turning our backs on Him only bounces
back to us, leading to our own selfdestruction.
Now more than ever we need to heed
Our Lady’s call. Our Lady’s message at
all times calls us to go back to her son,
our brother, the Lord Jesus Christ. It
is very clear that we have an advocate
before God, before Jesus, and that is
what our Lady is all about. She conveys
to us the importance of clinging to her
son. “Do whatever he tells you.” (Jn.
2:5) for in her son is the fullness of life.
Obedience therefore is at the heart of
her maternal call. In our response to our
Lady’s message we need to have a plan
of action that will help us consciously
put into practice what our Lord would
like us to do. In this regard I suggest
a three-fold action that we can adopt
in growing more closely united with
our Lord Jesus through our Lady’s
intercession.
Holy, Holy; the Memorial Acclamation
and the Great Amen, which concludes the
Eucharistic Prayer. The challenge of the
Eucharistic Prayer is to unite ourselves
to the offering, and so to participate fully
in the offering made present for us. It is
in the act of offering that “we lift up our
hearts to the Lord” and “rightly give him
thanks and praise”.

The Eucharistic Prayer is “the centre
and high point of the entire celebration”
of the Mass. It opens with a dialogue
between the priest and the faithful, drawing
forth their response and the nature of their
participation, one of “lifting up one’s heart”
in glorious joy and in “thanksgiving” to
In the Prayer of Epiclesis the priest
the Lord. This dialogue has been a part of summons the Holy Spirit to come down
the Mass for almost eighteen centuries.
upon the gifts that have been offered so
In the Preface, the priest picks up on that they may become the Body and Blood
the people’s final response (“It is right and of Christ. The
Continued on Page 4...
just”) and establishes the full reason for our
Continued
from
Page
3...
thanksgiving, the full gift of God in Christ.
Depending on the liturgical season, this prayer is accompanied by the priest
prayer may focus on a particular aspect extending his hands over the bread and
of salvation. The Preface ends with the wine and then making the sign of the cross
Holy, Holy, Holy (the Sanctus), which can over them.

either be sung or said. The wording of this
The Institution Narrative that follows
ancient hymn is taken from Isaiah 6:3 and casts us back to the words and actions of
from Matthew 21:9.
our Saviour. The priest no longer speaks
The priest, as the representative of the on behalf of the Church but in the very
people, addresses the Eucharistic Prayer to person of Christ. “This is my Body…”,
God on our behalf. We are “joined with “This is my Blood…” are not just words
Christ in confessing the great deeds of God of remembrance, but statements of fact. In
and in offering of Sacrifice.” Our active them the Lord gives clear instruction and
part in the Eucharistic Prayer may at first follows with a word of command: “Do this
seem small: the opening dialogue; the Holy, is memory of me.”

A. A life of Prayer - we need to
develop a deep sense of prayer. For
prayer is conversation with God. In
prayer we can truly be in touch with
the Lord as we open our hearts and soul
to Him. Our Lady asks us to pray the
Rosary daily to obtain peace. Indeed,
praying and meditating on the mysteries
of the Rosary open for us a profound
experience wherein the mystery of our
human life is shared in the mystery of
Christ’s life.
B.
A life of Penance / Sacrifice
- in a world that hails and acclaims
convenience and hedonism, offering
voluntary sacrifices seem to be unheard
of, but acts of penance can be beneficial
for our sanctification. Our Lady has
asked us to offer sacrifices for sinners.
Indeed when we embrace sacrifices for
sinners we do not only help them in
their spiritual journey but we also help
ourselves to grow in the virtue of selfdenial, which contributes to an authentic
character of Christian discipleship.
C.
A life of Adoration - Our Lady
constantly calls us to go to her son, our
Lord Jesus. We experience the reality
of the Lord’s presence in the Holy
Eucharist and when we adore the Him
in the Most Blessed Sacrament. Let us
Both Scripture and the writings of the
early Saints attest to the Catholic Belief
that the bread and wine truly become the
Body and Blood of Christ. We accept it
by faith, not by sight, that what Christ has
ordained has in fact been accomplished,
that we too are transported to the foot of
the cross and the sacrifice he made, once
and for all, now lived out in sacramental
form.

November 2017
therefore cultivate a love relationship
with our Lord in the Eucharist. Setting
aside a time just to be in quiet adoration
before Him. Let us rediscover the great
gift He offers us in silence. By being
with Him we discover more of His great
love, a love that can really transform us
to be His image in the world.
At this very important moment in our
history, as we mark the end of the100th
anniversary of the apparitions at Fatima,
understandably, much attention has been
given to this supernatural phenomenon.
I believe, though, that it is easy for us
to get distracted by the sensational
elements of this apparition, but let us
not forget that in them is the message
of our Blessed Mother who calls us to
a life of conversion, a life where we
truly become disciples of her son, our
saviour, Jesus Christ.
Fr. Cerlouie F. Jimenez

living and those who have gone before us.
All are raised up, in the end, to the greater
glory of God.

The Eucharistic Prayer ends in a
great crescendo to the glory of God in the
final doxology (“Through him, with him
and in him, O God, almighty Father…”),
the lifting up of the Body and Blood of
Christ to God and the people’s resounding
declaration of faith, also known as the
Having entered so great a mystery, “Great Amen”.
the priest now declares it “The Mystery of
Our posture changes during the
Faith” and the people answer by reciting
Eucharistic
Prayer. We are standing at the
one of three Memorial Acclamations,
which encapsulate their faith response to beginning until the end of the Holy, holy,
Jesus as Lord. The priest then follows holy. We then kneel for the Epiclesis and
up by referencing the Paschal Mystery in the Institution Narrative then we stand for
addressing God and asking God to look the mystery of Faith and continue standing
upon it as the perfect sacrifice of his Son until the Great Amen. When the priest
on behalf of his people, praying all along elevates the host and later the precious
that through the gift of his Spirit we may blood we are encouraged to look at each
of these and then bow our heads as the
be made one in it.
priest genuflects. The unity of the posture
The remainder of the Prayer consists is “sign of the unity of the members of the
of intercession, that through this one Christian community gathered together”
sacrifice, God may look lovingly upon
There are many different prefaces and
the Church, his people (both present and
Eucharistic
Prayers. Many of them are
not), the world and those who have died.
The prayers of the Saints, with special found in the Sunday Missal. We could use
reference to Mary, are also invoked, as a these during our personal prayer time to
sign that the Church consists of both the reflect on our Salvation.
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THE PARISH BULLETIN
By Fr Harry Clarke

1. This past summer, I celebrated Mass
in a senior’s home and after the
closing hymn it was enthusiastically
announced that parish bulletins
were available for all. I wondered to
myself what was in that publication
to enrich the souls of those poor
people.
2. The following Sunday I set out
to prepare a Bulletin that would
acknowledge these vital parish
members. It included a prayer to
Jesus expressing the great drama
being played out in their lives at this
time.
3. When I mentioned this to a friend
she said - “well the bulletin is just
an information sheet informing
people about what happening in the

parish”. What would you, reading
this, like to see in your parish
bulletin?
4. Another parish I went to for Mass
had a bulletin where the print
was so small that there was no
encouragement to explore its
contents.
5. I asked a few people about some
writings in the Mountain Star and I
was told: “I got it but never opened
it”! Is this common and if not- is
what you read enriching your soul?
6. Another parishioner spoke to me
about being confused by so many “red
alerts” coming into Catholic parish
life these days; announcements,
appeals, invitations, devotions
unending, books to be read,

THOUGHTS ON CATECHESIS: WHY DID
GOD MAKE ME?
By Fr. Sylvester Obi Ibekwe

I remember very vividly my first
day at catechism class. The lesson began
with “Who made you?” We all had our
books and so we responded “God made
me.” Then came the next question:
“Why did God make you?” To this we
responded: “He made me to know Him,
love Him, serve Him in this world and
to live with Him in the next.”
We were taught to
memorize these answers.
Why? Because we had to pass
the catechism exam. If you
didn’t, you were not going to
be admitted to the sacraments.
There were hundreds of us.
Each person had to really
struggle to pass.
Thanks to the wonderful
catechists who taught us. God
bless them.
I must note however that in a class
of about 300 students, it can be hard to
get to each student in a personal way.
What do I mean? When I gave the
answer that God made me to know Him,
love Him..., I didn’t quite understand
what it all meant. I was only keen to
memorize it.
What approach should catechesis
take today? Where should we begin?
Every catechesis should begin with
a sense of wonder. Why am I here – in
this vast universe? This definitely begs

the question - who brought me here? I’ll
leave the second question for another
day.
I’ll return to the first - why am I
here? This question is the same as was
asked in my first catechism class - why
did God make me? To know Him.... To
love Him... To serve Him.... To spend
eternity with Him.

sadness to be shared, empty pews
all around, EWTN, organizations,
issues to be fought, programs, more
programs, breakthrough programs,
speakers……What has happened
to a simple life built on friendship
with Jesus of Nazareth for all the
parishioners - going towards God
together and being the light of the
world to our youth.
7. Has the ordinary parish practice
alienated people from the simplicity
of a deeper personal union with
Jesus; from finding comfort in the
healing words of Sunday Mass and
from that being able to reach out
spontaneously and freely to serve
Jesus in others - through professions
and in family life.

Recently, I have been spending
time thinking about what it all means
to love God. But, how can I love God
if I was not first loved by Him? Isn’t it
wonderful to live from the wellspring of
this truth - that I am loved by a God who
is love (1 John 4: 8). I am not a product
of evolution but a child of love, a love
that brought me into this world, a love
that sustains me and will eventually
bring me back to God.
Just recently, I was talking with a
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a full time job making ourselves
functions in a reasonably dignified
manner. For Christians, it is the
most significant part of life. We are
nearer to the time where Jesus waits
for us.
9. Is it fair to say that much of the
conversation and life style in the
parishes does not transmit any kind
of experience of Jesus of Nazareth
living in our midst?
10. At any rate, Jesus has not released
his hold on the Church.

8. Back to our seniors: I am convinced
these are the people to save the
Church. Aging with Christ is not
something much talked about. It is
dad of three kids. We were talking about
the love of a dad for his children. He
told me that he simply loves his kids not
because of anything they have achieved,
not because of anything they have done
or not done but simply because they are
his children. He delights to love them.
My friend can only love in time
for he is a finite being. But God loves
eternally. He doesn’t love me some days
and other days decide not to. No, His love
is constant, unchanging, unconditional,
steadfast, faithful, tender, and personal!
Understanding God’s personal
love is the key. John 3:16 tells us “For
God so loved the world that He gave
His only begotten Son that whosoever
believes in Him will not perish but may
have eternal life.”
Sometimes, when we read this
verse, because of the word “world”,
it seems a bit impersonal. It may be
wonderful to sometimes replace ‘world’
with ‘me’ - for God so loved me....

In this piece, I’ll focus on ‘To love
Him’.
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The greatest discovery in life is the
day I come to know in a personal way
that I am loved by God. St. Josephine
Bakhita’s life was changed forever
when she made this discovery.
St. Josephine was from Sudan, was
sold from one slave master to another.
She suffered in the hands of these
masters, was maltreated and treated
cruelly. Her only hope was that someday
she would find a master who would treat
her less cruelly. After being sold a total
of five times, Bakhita was purchased
by Callisto Legnani who took her to
Italy to work as a nanny. Here, after the

terrifying “masters” who had owned her
up to that point, Bakhita came to know a
totally different kind of “master” called
“paron” in venetian dialect, which she
was now learning; she used the name
“paron” for the living God, the God of
Jesus Christ. She heard that “paron” was
the Lord of lords, and that this Lord is
good, goodness in person. She came to
know that this Lord even knew her, that
He had created her – that He actually
loved her. She came to learn this: “I am
definitively loved and whatever happens
to me – I am awaited by this Love.”
But how can we love God? Do we
have the capacity to love Him back? On
our own, we can’t. It is God moving in
our hearts that helps us to respond to His
love. St. Paul writing to the Romans tells
us “And hope does not put us to shame,
because God’s love has been poured
into our hearts through the Holy Spirit
who has been given to us. (Romans 5:5).
We can love God by doing little
things with great love. The little children
of Fatima, in order to make Jesus happy,
would perform little acts of love. A
friend of mine will clean the pews every
Friday as an act of love for God – for
all of God’s children who will sit in the
pews on Sunday for Mass.
Why did God make me? To know
Him, to love Him, to serve Him and to
live with Him for all eternity.
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6:00 am and Coffee’s on!
Since mid-September, 25 men have
been gathering weekly on Wednesday
mornings at 6:00 am
at St. Pius X Parish
in Kelowna for a
men’s
breakfast
and video series.
The video and small
group series That
Man Is You aims
to honestly address
the pressures and
temptations
that
men face in our
modern
culture,
especially
those
relating to their roles
as husbands and
fathers. The program

harmonizes current social and medical
science with the teachings of the Church

and the wisdom of the saints to develop
the vision of man fully alive. A special
thank you to the St. Pius X Knights
of Columbus who
have
graciously
committed
to
cooking breakfast
each week for a
group of hungry
guys.
For more

November 2017
information about the Kelowna TMIY
series, contact Fr. Gerald atspx@
shawcable.com or David Ziebart at
david@icckelowna.ca.

OBITUARY FOR FR CONRADO BELOSO
By Fr Harry Clarke

I attended the memorial Mass for Fr.
Conrado on Thursday, August 30th at
Summerland. In his homily Bishop Joel
Z. Baylon, a contemporary of Conrado in
the seminary, cast some light on the early
life of this priest who would arrive in our

the question of sin in political life.
At great cost these brave Philippine
Catholics unglued the hard crust of sin
that deprived people of their dignity.
Eventually the military had their eyes
on him and his Bishop was notified that

Diocese 18 years ago. In the Seminary
his idealism was awakened, leading him
to join the student movement contesting
the political abuses under President
Marcos. He expressed discontent with
the crippling political situation through
his ability for poems and artwork. This
gave him a public reputation. With
others, following John the Baptist, he
helped to lead people into Gospel light
who were so busy with earthly things
that they were completely heedless of
God’s justice. They addressed leaders
who were totally unconcerned with

his life was in danger. Soon after that he
arrived in Calgary.
What I find amazing is that he left
the Seminary for a period of involvement
with the grass roots movement but later
returned to accept Christ’s call to follow
Him as a priest. It would be interesting
to know what happened here; how he
was touched by the mission of Jesus
to bring His nearness to others. At any
rate, he never lost touch with his friends
in their resistance movement against
corruption in power. His life in Canada

would prove to be totally different from
this earlier experience.
Fr. Conrado always remained silent
on his intense and dangerous work in
assisting the grass roots movement to
better the lives of poor Filipinos. Former
parishioners will know more than me
of his life as Pastor. The simplicity of

his life and his constant presence at the
Rectory were admirable. Following
the thrills of his involvement with the
liberation movement in the Philippines
he would have small regard for idle
banter on the periphery of real life
issues. The only time I saw him really
at ease was in showing kindness to new
Continued on Page 7...

FR. CONRADO BASILLA BELOSO
Feb. 19, 1955 – Aug. 9, 2017
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SUMMERLAND
Holy Child Parish, Summerland
– Aug. 30, 2017

Continued from Page 6...
Filipinos in Canada.
Certainly the memorial Mass was
a gift to all of us. The presence and
Liturgical manner of Bishop Baylon
made us realize that this priest and every
human being has a sacred history and
that God comes through in the end with

felt that the presence and gentle
liturgical manner of Bishop Baylon
brought peace and understanding
to us on the sacred history of this
priest of Christ.
The funeral of a brother priest calls
us to reflect on who we are and what
would a happy death look like

Most Rev. Joel Z. Baylon
Bishop of Legazpi

the Holy Spirit who pushed
open the doors of the Cenacle,
making the Apostles into
evangelizers is the same Spirit

KELOWNA

the right medicine for our salvation.
Stubborn to the end he refused the
extensive treatments proposed by his
family for lung cancer that might have
prolonged his life. Illness before death
is one of God’s mercies and in this trial
of final illness the Holy Spirit always
comes through for us and those caring
for us. Is not purity of heart the only
success worth having in the end as a
preparation to see the face of God? I

Corpus Christi Parish, Kelowna\
– Sept. 15, 2017

for us. Pope Benedict in his interview
on His Last Testament suggests to all
Catholics a new emphasis; we have to
give priority to the question of Jesus.

Cathedral of Mary Immaculate, Nelson
– Sept. 19, 2017

Putting him in the first
place changes everything.
After all, a true Christian
is someone who really
believes that friendship with
Jesus is the key to human
happiness now and in the world to come.
He adds that with regard to our ministry
to others: “The task today to proclaim
Christ might seem more complex, but

that moves the Church today
in a new evangelization to the
people of our time”. (Pope
Benedict XIV)

NELSON
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Pilgrimage of Faith Appeal
DIOCESE OF NELSON

Morning begins with a sip

Catholic Pastoral Centre

3665 Benvoulin Road, Kelowna, B.C. Canada V1W 4M7
Marina Smith, Secretary
marina.smith@nelsondiocese.org - 250-448-2725, ext. 240

Our Pilgrimage of Faith Appeal 2017

And sweet, pink-colored lips
Awake the cold, reluctant lake.

authorization form found on the back

of Faith – The Roman Catholic Bishop
of Nelson” as a beneficiary of your
The 2017 Pilgrimage of Faith cheque and submit to your parish. All insurance policy or your will is a
The 2017 Pilgrimage of Faith Appeal pledge cards have been mailed directly to all registered members of the
Appeal pledge
haveyour
been
mailed not
funds
assist
thethediocese
in ofgreat
to continue
supporting
your
Diocese.cards
Should
registration
have received
been received
before
compilation
theseway
envelopes,
feel free
to
directly collect
to all aregistered
members
of parish
providing
many
programs ofthat
benefit
after youxare
It’s easy
package from
your local
or contact
the Pilgrimage
Faith
Secretarydiocese
on 250-448-2725
240 gone.
or
the Diocese.
your registration every parish and their congregations. to do. If this is something you might
email: Should
pof@nelsondiocese.org.
not have been received before the Remember, all funds received over your like to consider, we invite you to give
Pleaseofconsider
your pledge
donation
Direct debit
a convenient
waychancery
to fulfill your
compilation
these making
envelopes,
feel or
parish
goaltoday.
are returned
for is
your
local the
office a call for more
contribution
–
just
complete
the
authorization
form
found
on
the
back
page
of
the
pledge
card, attach a void
free to collect a package from your needs. The POF Committee extends information.
cheque and submit to your parish. All funds received assist the diocese in providing many programs that benefit
local parish
or contact the Pilgrimage their thanks to all who contributed
every parish and their congregations. Remember, all funds received over your parish goal are returned for your
of Faith local
Secretary
x extends
to thetheir
2016
campaign
and
encourage
regards for
wonderful 2018.
needs. on
The250-448-2725
POF Committee
thanks
to all who
contributed
to theWarm
2016 campaign
andaencourage
240 or email:
pof@nelsondiocese.org.
everyone
to
continue
supporting
this
Marina
Smith
everyone to continue supporting this worthwhile diocesan-wide fundraiser.
worthwhile diocesan-wide fundraiser.
Please
consider
makingfor ayour
Perhaps
you are looking
way to support the future services provided by our Diocese. Naming “Our
Pilgrimage
of Faith
– The Roman
Bishop you
of Nelson”
as a beneficiary
of your insurance policy or your
pledge or
donation
today.
Direct Catholic
Perhaps
are looking
for a way to
will
is
a
great
way
to
continue
supporting
your
diocese
after
you
are
gone.
It’s
debit is a convenient way to fulfill support the future services provided byeasy to do. If this is something
you might like
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we the
invite our
you Diocese.
to give theNaming
chancery“Our
officePilgrimage
a call for more information.
your contribution
– just
complete
Our Pilgrimage of Faith Appeal 2017
page of the pledge card, attach a void

Wondering whether a leap
Or a dance into the air
Could better fascinate a mate
A gull ponders on the reef,
Looks down and contemplates
The lightly pulsating waves.

Up for a treat I watch and wait.

By Conrado B. Beloso

Warm regards for a wonderful 2018.
Marina Smith
Secretary for the Pilgrimage of Faith Appeal Committee

Catechesis: One Must Be Able to “Change” to Bring the Message Closer

Papal Letter on the Occasion of an
International Symposium on Catechesis —
Full Text

Dear Brother:
A warm greeting to you and to all who
will take part in the different meetings of
formation, which the Episcopal Commission
of Catechesis and Biblical Pastoral Care has
organized.

“One must be able to “change,” to
adapt to bring the message closer, although
it is always the same,” wrote Pope Francis
to the participants in the First International
Symposium on Catechesis, which opened
When one of Saint Francis of Assisi’s
on July 11, 2017 in Buenos Aires, Argentina.
followers insisted that he teach him how to
The Pontiff encouraged catechists to be
preach, he answered thus: “Brother, [when
creative, to look for “different means and
we visit the sick, help children, and feed the
different ways to proclaim Christ.”
poor] we are already preaching.” Enclosed
The Pope also exhorted them to be in this beautiful lesson is the catechist’s
“joyful messengers, custodians of the vocation and task.
goodness and beauty that shine in the faithful
In the first place, catechesis is not a “job”
love of a missionary disciple.”
or a task that is external to the person of the
The meeting, which will close in July catechist, but one “is” a catechist and one’s
14, was organized by the Argentine Higher whole life pivots around this mission. In fact,
Institute of Catechesis (ISCA), a dependency to “be” a catechist is a vocation of service in
of the Episcopal Conference, at the Faculty the Church; what has been received as a gift
of Theology of the Argentine Pontifical from the Lord, must in turn be transmitted;
hence the need for the catechist to return
Catholic University.
constantly to that first proclamation or
Here is our translation of the message “kerygma,” which is the gift that changed his
sent by Pope Francis.
life. It is the fundamental proclamation that
must resonate again and again in the life of
***
a Christian, and even more so in one who is
called to proclaim and teach the faith. “There
The Holy Father’s Message
is nothing more solid, more profound,
To His Excellency Monsignor Ramon more certain, more dense or wiser than that
Alfredo Dus,
proclamation” (Evangelii Gaudium, 165).
This proclamation must accompany that
Archbishop of Resistencia,
President of the Episcopal Commission of faith which is already present in our people’s
religiosity. It is necessary to take charge of
Catechesis and Biblical Pastoral Care.

all the potential of piety and love enclosed
in popular religiosity, not only so that the
content of the faith is transmitted, but so that
a true school of formation is created, in which
the gift of faith, which has been received, is
cultivated, so that acts and words reflect the
grace of being disciples of Jesus.
The catechist walks from and with
Christ; he is not a person that begins from his
own ideas and tastes, but one who lets himself
be looked at by Him, by that look that makes
the heart burn. The more Jesus is at the center
of our life, the more He makes us come out
of ourselves; He de-centers us and makes
us close to others. That dynamism of love
is like the movement of the heart: “systole
and diastole”; one concentrates to encounter
the Lord and open immediately, coming
out of oneself out of love, to give witness
of Jesus and to speak of Jesus, to preach
Jesus. He Himself gives us the example: He
would withdraw to pray to the Father and
immediately went out to encounter the hungry
and thirsty for god, to heal and save them.
Hence the importance of the “mystagogic”
catechesis, which is constant encounter with
the Word and with the Sacraments, and not
something occasional prior to the celebration
of the Sacraments of Christian initiation.
The Christian life is a process of growth and
integration of all the person’s dimensions in a
communal journey of listening and response
(Cf. Evangelii Gaudium, 166).
In addition, the catechist is creative; he

seeks different means and ways to proclaim
Christ. It is beautiful to believe in Jesus,
because He is “the Way, the Truth and the
Life” (John 14:6) who fills our existence with
joy and gladness. This endeavor to make
Jesus known as supreme beauty leads us to
find new signs and ways for the transmission
of the faith. The means can be different; what
is important is to keep present Jesus’ style,
who adapted Himself to the persons that
were before Him to bring them close to the
love of God. One must be able to “change,”
to adapt oneself, to make the message more
accessible, even when it is always the same,
because God does not change but renews all
things in Him. In the creative endeavor to
make Jesus known, we must not feel afraid
because He precedes us in that task. He is
already in the man of today, and waits for us
there.
Dear catechists, I thank you for what you
do, but especially because you walk with the
People of God. I encourage you to be joyful
messengers, custodians of the goodness and
beauty, which shine in the faithful life of the
missionary disciple.
May Jesus bless you and the Holy
Virgin, true “Educator of the Faith,” take care
of you.
me.

And, please, do not forget to pray for
Vatican, July 5, 2017
FRANCIS
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New Signage for Rossland’s Historic (Mt.) Calvary Catholic Cemetery
By Carol Albo

New signage has recently been
installed at (Mt.) Calvary Cemetery, the
Catholic and oldest cemetery in Rossland.
This cemetery was first used in 1895 and
is located beside the old Wagon Road to
Trail Creek Landing, at the end of Esling
Drive in Lower Rossland. The new
signage includes an Entrance Sign on
the gate and another, much larger sign,
listing all the people known to be buried
in the Cemetery, with a map showing
as many locations for these burials
as are known.
This signage project has
been in the works for over
2 years and tied in with
research work completed
for the book, “Cemeteries
of
Rossland”,
which
was published in 2016.
The Sacred Heart Parish
Cemetery Committee spent
many hours with church records
and other sources of information
and verified a total of 407 burials.
This research created the need for large
signage and a new gate which volunteers
helped to erect.
The large concrete and granite cross
was removed from the former Mater
Misericordia hospital’s roof. In August
2017 this cross was mounted inside the
Calvary Cemetery entrance. Future plans
are to display a bronze plaque explaining

the source of this cross.
Mount Calvary Cemetery is valued
as a Rossland Heritage Site because it
has been used as the final resting
place for members of the Sacred
Heart Parish since its consecration
in 1896.
M

and tangible reminders of the love,
devotion, respect and loss felt by
Rosslanders over the years for their family

a n y
gravesites
a r e

Now
mounted
inside the Calvary
Cemetery entrance, this
large cross once topped the
former Rossland Mater
Misericordia
Catholic
hospital.

marked
by upright
monuments
of granite or
marble, which
speak to an earlier time.

Tombstone inscriptions are visible

9

commitment of those living, to care for
the sacred sites and memories of those
who have died.
Donations will be gratefully accepted
(and tax receipts given) to help fully
fund the signage project, recent up keep
efforts and also
for the future
bronze plaque
purchase.
Cheques could
be mailed to
Sacred Heart
Parish,
Box
909, Rossland
BC V0G 1Y0

Calvary
Cemetery
is
always
open to
Volunteers played major role in new signage and
visitors
cemetery up-keep. From left:Larry Cecconi, Vince
Profili, Jim Albo, Larry Doell, and Gord Fooks
and those
members and
(Edmonton).
wanting
loved ones.
to connect
Some family
with the
names on the Calvary monuments are past. Calvary Cemetery is an active,
proof of multi-generational family licensed cemetery and is still used, for
connections with the community and cremated remains only. Contact the
parish.
church at 250-362-7709 for burial details.
The cemetery is owned by Visitors, including walkers and bikers,
the Nelson Diocese. The Rossland are asked to respect the blessed ground
Sacred Heart Parish has existing and the monuments of the departed.
documentation associated with burials
(Mt.) Calvary Catholic Cemetery
and sites of burials.
is one of Rossland’s important Heritage
Stewardship of the site is expected, Sites and is listed on the Community
into perpetuity, by members of the Parish Heritage Register. The new signage at
and those of the Catholic faith --- a Calvary Cemetery is most welcomed.

VOCATION

Called into Relationship: A Reflection on our True Call
By Fr. Bart van Roijen

I was listening to our Bishop preach
during one of our weekday Masses at St.
Charles Garnier Parish in Kelowna. He
was reflecting on St. Paul’s letter to the
Romans and the experience of conversion
as a call into a deeper relationship. It is not
so much that which we leave behind, but
that which causes us to step forward that
becomes the locus of change in our lives.
Of course, by this time, Bishop John
is probably saying: “I said nothing of the
kind” and “I wish Fr. Bart would listen
a little better.” Be as it may, he is the
inspiration of this reflection. Seeing that
I am writing the article, there is bound
to be a few of my own thoughts and
interpretations to wade thru.

and for some it may be a source of shame,
God’s call comes to us in the present
moment, revealing himself to us, in all his
mercy. As the child runs to her father’s
arms, we quickly forget the experience of
being lost. His words are soothing. His
embrace brings healing. We are able to
move forward with greater certainty and
hope.

The person who undergoes conversion
on the basis of leaving the past behind may
eventually fall back into former practices,
once the horror of them wears off. The past
can be a good motivator, but it is also the
source of habit, familiarity and comfort.
We find it hard to change, because change
is hard. Left to our own devices, we tend
To be called into (deeper) relationship to return from whence we came.
puts the focus on both present and future.
How then do we cultivate this
Though God sees what we have done -- relationship, when our relationship with

God is pure gift? His love precedes and far
eclipses any love we might have for him.
St. Paul speaks of praise and thanksgiving
as a fitting response. There is no way to
repay, but our joy in knowing his love is
God’s delight. The delight of the lover is
in the joy of the beloved.

convinced. Despite the undisputable love
of God, shown forth in the gift of His Son,
“while we were yet sinners”, we hesitate.
Our past can hold us back. But it can also
inform us. What did Israel ever do to
deserve so great a redeemer? What could
we have done? God’s love is pure gift.
We see this played out in the life of What is our response?
Jesus: “the beloved”. Perfectly at one
As we are called into (deeper)
with the love of the Father, he bursts into relationship with Him who loves us, it is
a spontaneous prayer of thanksgiving: his love that inspires a response. I use the
“I thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and word “inspire” purposefully, because it
earth, because you have hidden these is rooted in God’s Spirit -- our response
things from the wise and the intelligent and is itself his gift. Called to praise and
have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, thanksgiving, called forth into joy and
for such was your gracious will” (Mt. 11: generosity of heart, our life becomes gift.
25 – 26). Christ rejoices in the love of the By his grace, that flows from his love for
Father; he rejoices in His gracious will. To us, our life takes on a new focus – a new
love, that is his calling.
urgency, directing itself to love, our true
Glum-faced we are not always calling.
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BUILDING OUR PARISH COMMUNITIES

You Are A Chosen Race, A Royal Priesthood, A Holy Nation, God’s Own People….1 Peter 2: 9
By Father Sylvester Obi Ibekwe

Few years ago, during my
internship in Trail, in one of my
visits to St. Michael’s school,
the children were playing in the
school playground. One of them –
a kindergarten child – came up and
gave me a small shiny stone. I was
happy to receive the stone and I
thanked her. Another kindergarten
child who, initially, was reluctant
in giving me his own stone saw how
happy I was in receiving
the small stone, ran and
brought a big stone and
offered it to me. I was
happy to receive his own
big stone and I thanked
him, too.
Remembering the
precious stones given to
me by these wonderful
children, I have come
to realize that we – the
people of God – are like
precious stones. Each
stone is precious: some
are small and shiny;
others are big and not so
shiny. In 1 Peter 2:4 – 9, it
says: “Like living stones,
let yourselves be built
into a spiritual house, to
be a holy priesthood, to
offer spiritual sacrifices
acceptable to God through
Jesus Christ”. We are the
living stones – precious,
shiny, big and small. Each day, I
give gratitude to God for the special
graces He gives to us in our different
communities to build ourselves up
into a spiritual house.
The whole of the summer of
2013, our community in Trail came
together as one people and labored
strenuously to build a new place of
worship. In the course of building,
as hammers and nails were used, our
members spilled their blood, injuries
were sustained, knees became sore,
and backs ached. Much was the
sacrifice that was made! In spite of
the aching body, we continued to
build with joy. More than the physical
structure of the Church, what we did
in those months – through the labor
of the whole parish – was to build
ourselves up into a new, living,

vibrant and loving community.
After my ordination, I have been
back to Trail few times to celebrate
Mass with our people. What I see
each time we gather to worship is
the sacrifice of each member of our
community. Building a new place of
worship was challenging, no doubt,
but the Lord – the foundation of
the Temple – was with us and will

other to listen to each other’s story;
sometimes that’s all we can do – to
listen with compassion even when
we don’t have all the answers to
give to one another. As we share our
stories, the Lord who journeys with
us listens and helps us to grow in
trust, in him and in one another.
We are looking to build these
kinds of small communities in our

Young-adults, School, Care-homes
and hospitals, I have learnt that
ministry is about relationship, about
building up, restoring, renewing,
reviving and holding each other
up. The work of building is never
complete. The work is never finished.
We have to continue until the day of
the marriage feast of the Lamb (Cf.
Rev. 19: 7) when the Bride – God’s
chosen people – will hear the voice
of the Bridegroom saying – “Come
you who are blessed by my Father.
Inherit the Kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world.”
(Matthew 25: 34). On that day, all
of us – hungry and thirsty hearts –
will go forward and receive the gift
of life-giving water (Cf. Revelation
22: 17).
“You are a chosen race, a royal
priesthood, a holy nation, a people
of his own…” (2 Peter 2:9). Let us
journey on! Let us keep building!

Signs
We thought those would suffice: to
wave the palms,
Spread garments on the road, and
shout with no qualms,
“Blessed is the king who comes in the
name of the Lord!”
continue to be with us until all is
accomplished. What is happening
in Trail is what happens in all
of our communities as we come
together to build up our community
(the community of Jesus) – the
community of love.
Each day in our parishes, we
encounter many hands: hands that
labour for the Kingdom; we encounter
many faces: faces that smile and
encourage one another; we encounter
many hearts: hearts that love, care
and support. The times we spend
together in our parish communities
will not pass away with time – they
are precious, eternal moments. We
hold one another dear to our hearts
as we share our joys, our pains and
our sorrows. In our busy schedule,
we take the time to stop before each

parishes. In fact, we already have
them but we want to build more. In
our parishes, we have groups like the
Charismatic Prayer Groups, Word of
Life, Cursilio, Bible Study Groups,
Pro-Life, Legion of Mary, Rosary
Groups etc. We encourage these
small communities and pray that we
all may continue to grow in love for
Jesus and for one another.Every true
community must be built primarily
on our knees as we encounter God
but we must rise from there to go
and encounter our neighbor. A good
example is our Blessed Mother who
rose immediately after the encounter
with the angel to go visit and help
her cousin Elizabeth.
By being involved in the
different ministries of our parish
and community – RCIA, Catechism,

But our mood changed when other
signs disproved
The trappings of our hope, the
excitement of the crowd.
The bread and wine we shared could
not stem our doubt.
As night began to enfold our hearts in
solitude
We tried to shove the shadow of that
shocking wood.
We slept soundly under the olive
grove.

By Conrado B. Beloso
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Parish Picnic

air sat in close proximity with the pure joy
of being outside together, CONNECTING
with nature and one another. With music
sheets in hand everyone sang out with

By Jean Syroteuk
Who doesn’t LOVE a picnic?
Picnics are the
highlight of every
summer and so
it was on Sunday
when a large group
of parishioners of
all ages gathered
at Canyon Park for
an outdoor Mass.
There was a sense
of
excitement
in
the air not knowing
exactly
what
to
expect.
The music
ministry consisting of
a keyboard and two guitars were set-up
with their portable electric instruments,
the youth dressed in their white, uniquely
designed T-shirts that read ‘We are part
of Holy Cross Parish Family’ were
anticipating their involvement as they
led the procession to the altar and sat on
designated chairs in a semi-circle around
Father Obi and the Cross of Jesus.

fired up many sat around visiting, and
greeting one another. Our picnic of
burgers, tube steaks, corn on the cob,
salads etc. was delicious and did I mention
DESSERTS? There was a huge selection
of pies, cakes, cookies and fresh
fruit, just
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like an old fashioned picnic.
Canyon Park is a perfect spot for a
family picnic, while some groups were
playing ball, another group was on the
soccer field and still other groups were
playing horse shoes and other games.
If one felt like sitting and visiting
it was an opportune time to meet
with fellow parishioners or if you
felt like engaging in an activity
there were numerous options.
Many took it upon themselves
to add a little extra enjoyment to the
picnic and so it was when George
hitched up his horses to the wagon
and generously drove his team around
giving many their first wagon ride
experience.

clear,
loud
voices
in
thanksgiving. Father
Obi, with his usual
exuberant, enthusiastic
stories had everyone’s
immediate attention,
even
the
very
youngest.

What was so good about Sunday’s
picnic Mass? Everyone coming together
to help, to participate and to celebrate the
love God has for each one of us.
I believe the success of our picnic
could be summed up in the words of one
of our youngest parishioners, Santo, when
he said to his Mom.......”Why can’t we
have church out here EVERY Sunday?”

Following
the
The congregation in the cool morning service, and while the
BBQ’s were being

God is good.

Nelson Diocesan CWL 2017 Fall Executive Meeting
By Elizabeth Cytra

The Nelson Diocese of the Catholic
Women’s League held their Annual Fall
Executive meeting at Holy Trinity church
in Trail on September 15 and 16, 2017.
On Friday afternoon, President Sylvia
Jurys welcomed eleven members to the
Diocesan Table Officers
meeting were several
Diocesan Policy and
Procedures revisions were
discussed.
Following
Marion Nygren’s treasures
report several motions
were put forward for
discussion.
The evening meeting
was attended by Parish
Presidents, Life members
as well as the Diocesan
Executive
members.
Opening prayer was led by
Caroline Ann- Alter- Walk
with Mary and Prayer for
Parishes. President Sylvia led

a discussion on ideas on how to engage
new and working members to join our
councils. Treasurer Marion Nygren gave
out information on applying for funds
from Provincial for guest speakers. An

evening buffet of hot and cold food was

prepared by the host council. The evening
concluded with an evening prayer.
Saturday morning Mass was
celebrated with Fr. Francis dela Cruz at
8:00 a.m. Following the Mass,
President

Sylvia opened
the meeting by extending a
warm welcome to the executive and

to the Parish Presidents. The meeting
included reports from Diocesan standing
committees and Past President Janet
O’Flynn. President Sylvia presented
a thank you gift to Yvette Despres and
Ceilia Roccamatisi co-chairs of the
successful2017 convention in Fernie and
Sparwood. Following the presentation
President Sylvia asked the attendees
to break into groups with their area
reprepresentatives to discuss ways to
engage new residents in their parishes
to join CWL.
Adeliciouslunch was served by
Holy Trinity CWL council members.
Following lunch a workshop was
presented by President -elect Debbie
Cloutier assisted by President Sylvia,
Treasurer Marion Nygren, Life member
Sandra Stajduhar and Christen Family
Life Chair Yvette Despres on “Building
More Vibrant CWL Councils.”
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A DIOCESAN TRADITION IN THE MAKING:
THE ANNUAL BISHOP’S DINNER
By Jarrod Thalheimer

It may have started life as a simple plan to raise
some much needed funds but in only two short years
The Bishop’s Dinner has transcended its original
purpose to become something far more.

anything but. Instead of using a church hall or parish
basement the decision was made to find a large,
convention-style venue and have it professionally
catered with greater spectacle, entertainment and
more substantial ticket prices. From the very
Kelowna’s St. Joseph School was in dire beginning it was imagined as a black-tie formal, with
shape. At more than 80 years of age
personal invitations sent to civic leaders
the facilities were a good twenty
and prominent dignitaries, regardless
years past their best-before
of religious belief or affiliation.
date. But the cost to
The intent was to consciously
replace the school was
reach beyond the traditional
massive – it would be
church community in a way
the largest local parish
that was as welcoming to
project in recent
those outside the church
diocesan history –
as within. Coupled with
and it would not be
this was a sincere desire
getting any cheaper,
to create something of
no matter how much
prestige that would not just
more time passed.
highlight the generous and
Accordingly, the St.
critical role Catholics play
Joseph Project was
in the day to day lives of their
launched and one of the
larger communities but to give
more high profile events to
individual Catholics something to be
spring from thatinitial need was
proud of. It was a perfect opportunity to
the Bishop’s Dinner.
showcase Catholicism as something special.

combined with the efforts of many likely carried it
higher. Still, it was obvious something special was
happening, even though what exactly that was had
not yet become fully clear.

The principle of holding a dinner hosted by
That initial dinner was a huge success, raising
the presiding Bishop is certainly familiar but the more than $340,000. An astonishing amount for
scaleenvisioned by organizer Holly Routley was such a new event. But the cause of a new school

The Roman Catholic Diocese of Nelson covers
approximately 124, 272 sq. /km. It ministers to more
than 78,000 Catholics out of a general population in
excess of 340,000. With more than 20 priests spread
across 26 parishes there are few areas our sincere
and heartfelt influence cannot reach.

Then June of 2017 saw the second annual
Bishop’s Dinner take place.
Even with the elementary school in Kelowna
now completed (though not fully funded…yet) the
dinner once more became a flashpoint of attention
and excitement. In fact, year #2 saw more than
$240,000 raised – a number almost unheard of for
a follow-up year.
By now, this dinner has transcended any
individual fundraising to become a truly unique,
once-a-year opportunity to present our Catholic
family to the places in which we live. The hope
remains that each year different Catholic causes
or needs can be spotlighted, garnering support,
understanding – and appreciation – from the larger
community beyond our individual church walls.
The dinner may be based in Kelowna but annually
it represents our entire diocese and all who serve
within.

Big goals require big commitments. To see
the Bishop’s Dinner continue forward into the
future will require the vision, talents and time of
dedicated individuals who grasp what this event
really means. It is the fondest hope of all that
brought this dinner to life these past two years that
others will step forward to help carry this tradition
onwards. Our future is only bright if we are prepared
to light the way.
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BISHOP’S DINNER: 2017
The energy was high as a full-ballroom of
enthusiastic guests shared good cheer (and sumptuous
food) in support of a worthy Catholic cause. This
year’s beneficiary, the Masterpiece Campaign: The

Giving Key saw local dignitaries, school alumni,
clergy, religious, community partners, parishioners
and more begin the evening with a champagne
reception along with an exceptional silent and LIVE!
Auction which was only enhanced by the stirring
LIVE music of violin duo, Karen Krout and Yvonne
Kirshner (of the Okanagan Symphony). In a unique
twist, those guests who were not able to appear in
person were able to appear “virtually,” donating
(and in some cases even participating) with the

event in full. All in attendance dined on a delectable
meal prepared by Chef Kim Wallace. The evening’s
entertainment featured our own crowd-pleasing St.
Joseph Elementary Grade
Seven Class, the hilarious
“Sister Act” and the
interactive
playfulness

of Funding Fr.
Mackenzie and the Per sisters.

bridges for a living? Michael P. Jacobs, CEO

This year also saw Bishop’s Task force chair Hal
Spelliscy introduce 2017’s Christian Stewardship
award winner. Michael P. Jacobs (see
article inset) who was
honoured for his
transformational
role in ensuring
not only that the
St. Joseph Project
finally took flight but
that it was ultimately
successful.
Amazingly, this
year’s event RAISED
MORE
THAN
$240,000.Thank you
to all who attended,
volunteered
and
supported this event.
We could not have done
it without you.

The keynote was again given by our own

MIKE JACOBS: 2017 CHRISTIAN STEWARDSHIP
AWARD RECIPIENT
Who better represent the mission of Christian
stewardship than a man who builds roads and

Bishop John Corriveau, where he highlighted the
exceptional generosity of our faith community,
applauding their support and belief in ensuring the
long-term health Catholic education for the children
of Kelowna and beyond.

of Emil Anderson Construction and Dilworth
Homes, is the 2017 recipient of the Christian
Stewardship Award.
From his youth as an altar boy
in Hope, BC all the way to being a
three-term member (and chair) of
the Catholic Independent School
Board in Kelowna, Mike Jacobs
has always worked to promote
his community just as much as
his faith. Always supportive of
Catholic education, parish life and
civic service in general, Mike, his
wife Kim and their two children
exemplify all that is good about
our local catholic community. Mike
has donated countless amounts of
time and energy to causes of all
manners, stepping up most recently
to jumpstart (and then guide) the St.
Joseph Project with a foundational
– and transformative – donation.
Mike’s commitment, generosity
with his skills and overall insight
contribute immeasurably to the greater mission

exemplified by our Catholic faith.
Professionally, Jacob’s company has worked
on (or built entirely) such large-scale projects as the
Bennett Bridge-Campbell Road interchange and
Sneena overpass (Kelowna), Dilworth Mountain
(Kelowna), the bobsleigh, luge and ski jump
venues for the 2010 Winter Olympics (Whistler),
the road and rail expansion at the Port of Prince
Rupert, a CN Rail rock shed (Fraser Canyon), the
Van Island Hwy Project and many, many more.
As a graduate of Stanford University in California
with masters in construction management he has
come a long way. There are few places you can
visit in the province of BC that were not in some
part engineered or produced by Mike Jacobs and
his company. His is a legacy of skill, competence
and personal generosity that should never be
forgotten.
Thank you Mike Jacobs, for all that you have
done and for all that you continue to do.
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“PRECIOUS EMBERS”Gathering in the Spirit 2017- Kelowna
By Lynne Williams

Fire season in BC and still over forty
people “Gathered in the Spirit” at Seton
House, atop a mountain, overlooking a

smoke-filled, yet beautiful Okanagan
Valley. The theme of the gathering, in
this the 50thAnniversary of Catholic

Sharing the Jubilee Gifts
By Marcia Lawrence

Charismatic Renewal, was “Precious
Embers, Catching the Fire.” Peter
Thompson, a catholic evangelist from
Calgary and Father Obi (Sylvester)
Ibekwe, of Creston, were the presenters.
Welcoming letters were received by the
bishops of Nelson, Vancouver, Prince
George and Whitehorse.
Precious embers are the flames
of God’s love in our hearts; we are to
keephis love alive and growing and
not allow it to grow lukewarm. We
are called to be holy, to be “set apart
by God.” (Heb.10:10-12, Deut.:14.2);
as we give him permission, he works
through us, giving many supernatural
gifts including faith and works.

“We are witnessing a vast apostasy in
the western world. Christ has chosen this
time to raise up warriors on fire for Him
and His Church.” (Peter Thompson)
It is up to us to develop the gifts of the
Holy Spirit received in baptism. Everyone
has received at least one gift, some many.
We are to exercise and seek to develop
more spiritual gift(s), be they ordinary,
(organizing, helping, administration, etc.)
or extraordinary, (tongues, prophecy,
healing, etc.); use them or lose them. Christ
needs us all to work together, using our
gifts for the salvation of
souls.

The word of God is the “sword of
the Spirit,”(Eph.6:17) and each of us
needs to be immersed in God’s living
word and to have hearts “burning within
us,” as the disciples had on the road to
Emmaus. (Luke 24:32)Holy scripture is
an essential tool for the spiritual growth
of ourselves and others. Read, study,
memorize it, and when the need arises,
be prepared to use it in ministry.
Continued on Page 14...
Continued from Page 13...

We are called to be
ambassadors for Christ;
“we who have been
immeasurably graced
by the Holy Spirit must
be God’s instruments
to awaken the church
locally and universally.
… Zeal for the Gospel
of Peace must be our
footgear. Let us implore
the Spirit to enkindle the

Francis’ address to the thousands who
gathered at the Circus Maximus on the
night before Pentecost. The Holy Father
highlighted the three most important
words in the gospels, ‘He is risen’. The
joy radiating from the crowds represented
brotherhood among those who, though
never having met before, joined hands
in the belief that all belong to the family
of God. Pope Francis, amidst the singing
and dancing, told the crowd, “You do my
heart good.” The Holy Father also referred
to Charismatic Renewal as, ‘a current of
grace.’ Fr. Sylvester urged all to read the
Pope’s encyclical, ‘The Joy of the Gospel.’

brothers, in
the
name
of our Lord
Jesus Christ,
that all of
you agree
in what you
say and that
there be no
divisions
among you
but that you
be
united
in the same
mind and
in the same
purpose.”
(1Cor. 10:1) The Catholic speaker she based
her notes on urged us to build relationships
with those of other denominations,
prayerfully and with love and not to focus
on our ‘still to be resolved’ theological
differences. Pope Francis has said not wait
for the theologians to solve their differences
because Christ Jesus will have returned
before then!

On Sept. 29- Oct.1, Prayer Group
Leaders from the Nelson Diocese gathered
for a retreat at Seton House of Prayer in
Kelowna. On Friday evening, an invitation
was accepted from the newly-formed,
young adults group, Compass, to join
them at I.C.C. Parish for an evening of
Benediction, exposition of the Blessed
Sacrament, praise and worship music and
singing, an address by Fr. Cerlouie, and
confession for which Fr. Bart was also in
attendance. Fellowship and refreshments
followed in the Blue Room. A heartfelt
Johanna Tournemille’s talk focused on
thank-you to Compass for including us!
the reality of the work of the Holy Spirit,
alive and active in our lives today. Fr.
In late May and early June 2017, the Mascarenhas, who also spoke at the 50th
Holy Father, Pope Francis, hosted more than Jubilee Celebrations, reminded listeners
50,000 Charismatics from around the globe. that St. John Paul II wished to, hear all he
The invitation to come and celebrate with could about the activity of Charismatic
him coincided with the 50th anniversary Renewal. Upon being informed, he said,
of Catholic Charismatic Renewal. The “This is God’s work.”
weekend retreat focus consisted of four
talks gleaned from the many workshops
Loree Renwick reported on ‘Spiritual
made available to those who attended the Ecumenism’. Scripture clearly points to
Gladys Miller shared sound advice on
Rome Jubilee celebrations.
God’s desire for all people to be in unity. how to keep our prayer groups vital and
“How good it is, how pleasant, where the growing. Leaders must be immersed in
Fr. Sylvester’s talk was based on Pope people dwell as one!” (Ps. 133). “I urge you, scripture and in personal relationship with

November 2017
fire of Love with a thirst for souls.” (Peter
Thompson)
The fire poured down on the first
Christians on the original Pentecost is
“an experience for us today,” and is as
necessary in the 21st century as it was
2000 years ago. Our Pentecost moment
occurs when willing to receive him, we
profoundly experience the love of God.
Five steps to help people become disciples
of Jesus are establishing trust, satisfying
curiosity, praying for spiritual openness,
encouraging spiritual seeking, and their
choosing intentional discipleship, that is,
actively following Jesus.(Fr. Obi)

our Lord Jesus so as to make sure the focus
stays on him. The task of evangelization is
an integral part of our mission. We must be
people of praise, worship and prayer and
one of our goals is to be active participants
in the sacraments, daily, if possible.
Thank you to all who attended and
those who worked hard to facilitate the
retreat.
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Report on the 2017 BC & Yukon Provincial
Convention in Kelowna
By Laura Esposito

The annual CWL Parish bazaar is very popular
in Nelson. People line up an hour before it opens
officially. It’s always a lovely time with tea and goodies
shared with all our Nelson family and friends. We are
very grateful to all the hands that go into making it such
a success every year. The funds raised go to help out
various charities in our local area.

St. Martin Council Oliver, BC
The Ladies of the CWL craft club of St.
Martin Council in Oliver have been busy making
dresses for the Grandmother’s of Africa to send
to the orphanages or group homes where children
are being brought up by their grandmothers. The
dresses were originally made out of Pillowcases.
They are now using material to continue sending

The 70th Annual BC & Yukon Provincial Catholic
Women’s League Convention was held in Kelowna, B.C.
from June 14 – 18, 2017. The convention theme of “Leading
with Courage”, educated and nourished the attendees,
challenging them to go forth and take risks; especially to
be the voice of those who are not heard. Several Bishops,
Spiritual Advisors, the National CWL President, provincial,
diocesan and parish council members were in attendance.
Immaculate Conception Church,Kelowna was the site of
the Opening Eucharistic Celebration. The Most Reverend
John Corriveau, Bishop of Nelson was the principal
celebrant and homilist. Mass was concelebrated by the
Most Reverend Joseph Nguyen, Bishop of Kamloops,
Reverend Edwin Kulling (Provincial Spiritual Advisor) and
other attending priests.

convention and passed

All five were passed on the convention floor. 2017.02
Include Psychotherapy in British Columbia Medical
Services Plan was passed for our province and can be
acted on. The other four will be forwarded to the National
CWL Resolutions for consideration at the 2017 National
Convention in Charlottetown, P.E.I. A motion in regards
to the enforcement of the Protection of Communities and
Exploited Persons Act was also discussed on the floor of the

Reverend Stephen Jensen, Bishop of Prince George. The
Mass included the re-affirmation of BC & Yukon Provincial
Officers, led by Reverend Edwin Kulling.

On Friday, June 16, 2017, a variety of presentations
were given. Margaret Ann Jacobs, National CWL
President discussed strategies that the National Executive
is investigating to ensure that the needs of the members
of the Catholic Women’s League of today are met and
in turn that the numbers of members can be expanded.
The Strategic Planning Initiative will ask – Who are the
women in our pews today?Who does the League need to
represent? And how can this be achieved? Cristina Alarcon,
BC Pharmacist, presented “Harmony for All, Conscience
Rights in the Workplace” and spoke of her journey and
how she has always maintained her Catholic beliefs in
the workplace and strived to ensure that the College of
Pharmacists respect everyone’s right to uphold the teachings
The Resolutions Dialogue reviewed five proposed of their faith while at the same time doing their work. The
resolutions:
Eucharistic Celebration was led by Father Edwin Kulling.
1. BC & Yukon 2017.01 Awareness and Resources for the The homilist was Most Revered Ken Nowakowski, Bishop
Choice of Psychotherapy for Trans-genders
of New Westminster Ukrainian Eparchy. Mass included the
2. BC & Yukon 2017.02 Include Psychotherapy in British honouring of the deceased members of the provincial CWL.
Columbia Medical Services Plan
A panel discussion entitled “Refugee Settlement” was
3. BC & Yukon 2017.03 Age Verification Mechanisms
also
presented. Sharon Ciebin, Anita Sehn, Sherray Duran
for Adult Websites
and
Elizabeth
Brach spoke of their respective journeys and
4. 2017.04 Protection from Coercion of Conscience for
experiences in welcoming refugee families into Canada. We
Healthcare Professionals
5. BC & Yukon 2017.05 Repeal Bill C-16 – An Act to heard about the challenges, the successes and most of all the
Amend the Canadian Human Rights Act and the joy experienced by their respective Church communities.
Criminal Code
The closing Eucharistic celebration was led by Most

of the Grandmother’s for Africa in Oliver and also
joined the ladies at the craft club, asked the group
to make the dresses out of pillowcases the
first few years. The ladies have continued
to create dresses since then and have gone
on to make boy’s shorts to send as well.

It was a wonderful opportunity to experience the many
facets of the work of the League, to grow in faith, and to
enjoy the presence of so many other dedicated members
who work diligently to give service to God and Canada.

Moments
The night looks sad and bitter
And a tiny lamp defines
Its sullen and cheerless air.
Inside its meagre lodging,
Where the animals are fed,
A young carpenter, worried,
Burdened, but not bewildered,
Ponders with his pregnant wife.
In expectation of birth
He cleans a dirty manger

dresses to the girls. They have been able to send
at least 100 dresses a year since they started 4
years ago. Sr. Anna Stauber, who was a member

And turns it into a crib.

By Conrado B. Beloso
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10th Anniversary of the
Canonical Establishment
of the Little Flowers of
St. Francis
Over 10 years ago, our Fraternity was
officially given the ‘Bishop’s Consent’
document by Eugene J. Cooney Bishop of the
Diocese of Nelson, BC in accord with Canon
312 of the Code of Canon Law to the canonical
establishment of The Fraternity of The Little
Flowers of St. Francis of the Secular Franciscan
Order.
Acknowledgement by email was received
July 3, 2007 from Friar Ed Debono, OFM
Conv.,Sacro Convento, Plazza San Francesco,
Assisi, Italy.
The Fraternity ceremony of Canonical
Establishment was held June 27, 2007 at St.
Charles Garnier Church, Kelowna, BC with Friar
Louis Geelan OFM, celebrant. Fr. Wayne Pfliger
and Fr. Peter Tompkins con-celebrated. The
five original permanently professed members
were Linda Adams, Rolf Meinecke, Sandra
Kavanagh, Maria Levko, and Alice McCrea.
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Faith Alone? I Believe Not!
By Graham Osborne

The Church has always taught that we are saved
by the grace of God, through faith and good works, or,
as St. Paul phrases it in Galatians 5:6, by “faith working
through love.” “We believe that we shall be saved
through the grace of the Lord Jesus”, writes St. Luke in
Acts 15:11. Our salvation was bought for us by Jesus –
he redeemed us by dying on the cross for our sins. This
gift of grace is given to us solely through God’s mercy
and grace. Grace alone. Catholics understand that both
our faith and good works in this context come from
God’s grace. We cannot “work our way into heaven”
solely on our own merits, and the Church has never
taught that we could.
God asks us to respond to His gifts of grace and
salvation with our free will. With His help – His grace
– and in the “state of grace” (validly baptized, with
no mortal sin on our souls), we must freely choose
to believe in God, to love Him, and to do the graceinspired good works of charity that He has prepared for
us to walk in (cf. Ephesians 2:8-10). In doing this, we
literally become sharers or co-workers in God’s work
(cf 1 Corinthians 3:7-9).

Prophetic Intercession
Our Lady of Pentecost
Gathering in the Spirit 2018
Featuring Internationally Known Expert

Cyril John
Cyril John was born in Kerala, India, in 1957. Baptised in the Holy Spirit in 1982
he was Coordinator of the Delhi Crusaders an intercession ministry and a prayer
group leader in Delhi until 1994. He was Chairman of the Delhi Archdiocesan
Service Committee until 2000 and Coordinator of the National Intercession
Network in India and Member and Vice-chair and Chairman of the National Service
Committee of the CCR in India and Chairman of NSC. Cyril is a member of ICCRS
Council since 2004 and the Chairman of ICCRS Sub-Committee for Asia-Oceania
(ISAO) since 2006. Cyril works as Director in Lok Sabha, Lower House of the
Indian Parliament, and lives in New Delhi with his wife and their four children. In
April 2007 Cyril was elected Vice-President of the ICCRS Council. He has written
Pray Lifting up Holy Hands, the prayer of Intercession, 2012 and is an international
speaker on prophetic intercession and other topics in the Catholic Charismatic
Renewal.

Seton House of Prayer and St. Charles Garnier Church, Kelowna
BC. Opening Mass at Mary’s Grove, Seaton House 5:30 pm
Sunday August 12, 2018 to closing Mass 11:00 am Friday August
17, 2018 at St. Charles Garnier Church.
Detailed Information on Reverse

We have his written defense of this decision
preserved still today. It is stunning, disturbing and
revealing:
“If your Papist makes much unnecessary fuss
about the word (Sola, alone), say straight out to him,
Doctor Martinus Luther will have it so, and says
Papists and donkeys are one and the same thing…thus
I will have it, thus I order it, my will is reason enough.
For we will not be the… disciples of the Papists, but
their masters and judges. We must once in a way act a
Continued on Page 17...

Our Lady of Pentecost Gathering in the Spirit 2018
Early Bird Registration - June 15, 2018 deadline - $500 which
includes accommodation at Seton House of Prayer - double
occupancy (30 people max, first come first served basis), meals
and participation in all sessions
Commuter $275 -includes meals and participation in all sessions some billeting may be available - a list of hotels/motels will be
printed in the brochure which will be available at the end of April as
well as online at Nelson Diocese Catholic Charismatic Renewal
Services about the same time
Regular Registration after June 15 - $550 live in - $325 commuter

See YouTube clip of Cyril at 50th Jubilee in Rome:
https://youtu.be/ZK4134aUKCE

Photo by Colleen Finlon, June 10, 2017. Seated:
Christine Reeves, Alice McCrea, Kathy Cox, and
Theresia Finnegan. Standing: Karen Craik, Ginette
Robert, Sandy Kavanagh, Lillian Stamer, Linda
Adams, Lindael Rolstone, Paulette Wolfe, Fr. Wayne
Pfliger, Maria Levko, Linda Kirkpatrick, Lourdes
VonBurg, Guest, Colleen Finlon, Sandra Henderson.

In the 1500’s, Martin Luther advanced a novel
concept of salvation that would eventually become one
of the primary pillars of the Protestant Reformation. He
taught that a person is saved or justified (made “right
with God”) by faith alone, apart from any good works.
He was so convinced of this doctrine, that he made the
astounding decision to add a word to Sacred Scripture.
He rewrote Romans 3:28 so that it read, “For we hold
that a man is justified by faith [alone], apart from works
of the law” (Luther added the word “alone”, or “sola”
in Latin, here).

Registrations will be accepted by Maria McManus, #22-2035
Boucherie RD. Wesbank BC, V4T 1Z6, a $50 non-refundable
deposit must accompany registration to hold a room at Seton
House - contact Maria at 250-707-1423 or
untamedspirit@telus.net for availability
There is one morning talk and one afternoon talk daily Monday
through Thursday - each talk followed by an activity be it a panel
discussion, small group discussion, or Q&A - with plenty of quiet
time for reflection or rest.
There are two evenings of prayer experience and Monday evening
is traditionally a Healing Mass.
Seton House of Prayer:
5819 Chute Lake Road, Kelowna, V1W 4L5
St. Charles Garnier church:
3645 Benvoulin Road, Kelowna, V1W 4M7
Sponsored by Nelson Diocese Catholic Charismatic Renewal
Website: www.holyspiritbaptizer.com
Endorsed by Catholic Charismatic Renewal Services of BC

Catholic Mountain Star request for future article submissions: Please limit articles to 600 words (fit one page of 8 ½” x 11” paper)
using size 11 font. News articles from parish or caption information limit to 1 or 2 sentences.
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Publisher: Bishop John Corriveau, OFM Cap
Editor: Rev. Fr. Cerlouie Jimenez
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Staff: Marilyn Gareau, Mary Jane Leppard, Lee Abamonga, Mary
Marasco, Regina Vinge, Hilda Cadorath, Angelo Schianni, Betty
Schianni, Dorothy Latak, Stan Latos
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Continued from Page 16...
little haughtily and noisily with these jackasses.
This is my answer to your first question;
and as to their unnecessary noise about the
word Sola, I beg of you not to give these
donkeys any other or further answer, but
simply this much: D. Luther will have it so,
and says he is a Doctor above all Doctors
in the whole of Popery… I knew very well
that here, Romans III, the word (Sola) is not
in the Latin and Greek text, and it was not
necessary for the Papists to teach me that.
It is true, these four letters, S O L A, are not
in it, which letter the jack-asses look at as a
cow looks at a new gate…”
Ouch! Evidently, he must not have
understood St. Paul’s teaching on charity
either because that is exactly what Luther’s
new doctrine had left out: charity… love!
In 1 Corinthians 13:2, St. Paul tells
us that “if I have prophetic powers,
and understand all mysteries and all
knowledge, and if I have all faith, so as to
remove mountains, but have not love, I am
nothing.”
But we are not saved by our own faith
or belief in God “alone”. St. James tells
us that “even the demons believe” (James
2:19). Does the devil believe? Absolutely.
Probably more than you and I do. He has
been in God’s presence. He knows exactly
who Jesus is. But obviously he is not saved
by this “faith”. Then what is the difference
between the belief of the devil and the
belief of a Christian? One hates God and
one loves God.
Saving faith is “not faith alone” but faith
perfected by love of God.And Scripture tells
us clearly what love of God is: “this is love
of God, that we keep His commandments”
(1 John 5:3). Similarly, Jesus says, “He
who has my commandments and keeps
them, he it is who loves Me” (John 14:21,
also Matthew 22:36-40). So the Christian
must have faith and love: he must both
believe and keep the Commandments.
Drawing on this teaching, Jesus
definitively answers our question of
how we are saved in Matthew 19:1617. “What good deed must I do to have
eternal life?” the man asks. Seeing the
man’s faith, Jesus answers plainly, “if
you would enter eternal life, keep the
commandments.” We are saved by keeping
the Commandments –our active response
to God’s grace. And virtually every good
work we could possibly do falls under
one of the Commandments, and involves
either love of God or love of neighbour:
“The commandments… are summed up in
this saying, [namely] “You shall love your
neighbor as yourself” [Romans 13:8-10].

St. James also settles this question
of whether we are saved by faith alone
with undisputable clarity. There is only
one place in all of Scripture where the
two words “faith” and “alone” are used
together, and it is not Romans 3:28, as
Luther erroneously insisted. It is James
2:24: “you see that a man is justified
by works and not by faith alone.” Case
closed. It just doesn’t get any clearer
than this. Not surprisingly, Luther
hated the book of James, writing: “I
would just as soon throw Jimmy in the
fire”.
St. James goes on in his letter
to further confirm the need of good
works for salvation. In James 2:14 &
17 he writes, “What does it profit, my
brethren, if a man says he has faith but
has not works? Can his faith save him?
… So faith by itself if it has no works
is dead.” And again in James 2:26,
“For as the body apart from the spirit
is dead, so faith apart from works is
dead.”
Interestingly enough, even the
book of Romans, which Luther tried
to rewrite to teach “faith alone”, also
spells out the need for good works –
right off the bat in the second chapter
– referring to these works collectively
as “the obedience of faith” (cf.
Romans 1:5). In Romans 2:6-8, St.
Paul writes, God “will repay everyone
according to his works: eternal life to
those who seek…immortality through
perseverance in good works, but wrath
and fury to those who selfishly disobey
the truth and obey wickedness.” In
Romans 2:13, he summarizes this teaching,
saying “For it is not the hearers of the law
who are righteous before God, but the
doers of the law who will be justified.”
In addition to Romans 2 above, the
Bible makes it very clear in several other
places that our final judgment will be based
on what we have done. For example, in John
5:29, Jesus says, “and come forth, those
who have done good to the resurrection of
life, and those who have done evil, to the
resurrection of judgment.” In Revelation
22:12, he also says, “Behold, I am coming
soon, bringing my recompense, to repay
everyone for what he has done.”
Similarly, in Jesus’ great parable of
the sheep and the goats (Matthew 25), He
teaches that those who have done good
to even “one of the least of these, my
brethren” did it to Him. These “righteous”
will go “into eternal life.” But to those that
did not do the good to others, Jesus says,
“Depart from me, you cursed into the
eternal fire prepared for the devil and his
angels… and they will go away into eternal

Homecoming
In your local parish

Weekend of November 25/26, 2017 All are welcome!

May the Church be a place of God’s mercy and hope,
where all feel welcomed, loved,
forgiven and encouraged to live

according to the good life of the Gospel.

Pope Francis

Homecoming Prayer 2017
God of Mercy and Love, who called us through our baptism to share your Word
and break the Bread of the Eucharist.
We pray for our brothers and sisters who have drifted away
or who no longer feel a part of our community.
We desire to reach out the them, as you have reached out to us, with mercy.
Make of us a welcoming community where everyone can feel at home
and where Jesus’ prayer may be answered, “that they may be one.”
We ask this in Jesus our Lord and brother.
Amen

punishment”.
These are some of Jesus’ toughest
words in all of Scripture. But the sobering
part is that both the “righteous” and the
“unrighteous” are believers. Both of them
will answer, “Lord, when did we see you
in need?” Both had faith, but only one had
good works…
So how did Martin Luther go so far
afield? Unfortunately he misinterpreted
St. Paul’s teaching on works. St. Paul had
devoted considerable writing to refuting the
influences of the Judaizes. Composed of
Jewish converts to Christianity, this group
was stirring up considerable unrest in the
first century of the Church by teaching that
all Christians, both Jew and Gentile, must
also observe the Jewish “works of the law”
to be saved (for example, Acts 15). These
“works of the law” included circumcision
and the roughly 613 commands of the
Mosaic Covenant. Very early on, the
Church made it clear that these “works of
the law” were not necessary for salvation.
Sadly, Luther confused these ”works of
the law” with the grace-inspired charity

or “good works” that were clearly taught
as necessary for salvation by both Sacred
Scripture and the Church.
St. Paul gives us a clear sense of the
Catholic understanding of good works in 1
Corinthians 15:10 when he writes, “But by
the grace of God I am what I am, and his
grace toward me was not in vain. On the
contrary, I worked harder than any of them,
though it was not I, but the grace of God
which is with me.” Similarly, in Philippians
2:12-13, he writes, “…work out your own
salvation with fear and trembling; for God
is at work in you, both to will and to work
for his good pleasure.” Summarizing this
teaching, St. Paul says “we are God’s
fellow workers” (1 Corinthians 3:9). Our
“good works” ultimately come from God –
our free will being aided and united to His
will by grace.
“Not everyone who says to me, ‘Lord,
Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of heaven,
but he who does the will of my Father”
(Matt 7:21). As a Christian, you never
work “alone.”
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Prayer Breakfast in Penticton
By Roy MacIntyre

Fifty people gathered at St.
John Vianney Church in Penticton
for an inspiring prayer breakfast on
Saturday, October 14th. The Knights
of Columbus provided their usual
great breakfast of ham, eggs and
pancakes with all the trimmings.
The group was pulled together
with
music
from
the
NDCCRS
music
team
J o h a n n a
To u r n e m i l l e
and
Gladys
Miller
and
Shekinah
prayer group
musician, Roy
MacIntyre.
The guest
speakers, Flo
and Jim Reid,
journeyed all the way from
Cranbrook for the event. In their
sharing of what God has done in
their lives, they spoke of how God
can bring together people of diverse
backgrounds to from a fulfilling and
happy union. They spoke about how
God changed their lives with the
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Baptism in the Holy Spirit that has
increased their effectiveness in the
works in the parish, province and for
Flo the nation. Flo being the chair of
the Charismatic Renewal Service of
BC is also the BC rep on the national
committee (CCRSC).

On the Journey Together
This past year, Kelowna’s ‘college and careers’ group FOCUS (Fellowship of
Catholic University Students) once again gathered for a full slate of events, both social
and spiritual, to connect young adults ages 18-35 across the city. In addition to social

Scott Frymire as MC

events, we aim to attend Mass
together (followed by a homecooked meal) one Sunday a month.
Any interested young adult,
whether working or studying (at
ANY post-secondary institution) is
welcome to be a part of the group.
Contact ubco.focus@gmail.com to
inquire about upcoming events or to
get on the mailing list. We would
love to connect with you.

introduces the speakers and thanked
all those involved in preparations and
accomplishment of the successful
event.

Farewell to Margie

By Sharon Turner and Father Sylvester Obi Ibekwe
Margaret Kehler, fondly called parties, many St. Patrick’s Day parties,
Marg, has served in our Riondel Robbie Burns night, Senior’s picnic in
Mission for more than 20 years.
the park, Mother’s Day teas.
During these years, she helped
us connect with Jesus as she
She also
joyfully played the organ
initiated the
every Sunday.
s e n i o r ’s
c h a i r
Marg
started
fitness
teaching clogging
in 1991. She was
the president of
the Senior citizens,
started a “kitchen
band”, organized the
program,
Riondel Days Parade
W a l k
lawn chair march, started
a
Mile
the Trashy Ladies dance
Program
and
group, played the piano at the
probably so many
Remembrance Day Service for many more ways to get people out and have
years, organized many yearly events fun.
such as the Riondel Senior Christmas

She is a great example of one
serving God with her beautiful talent.
We thank her for her years of service at
Most Holy Redeemer Mission (MHR)
and the community at large.
To your dear husband who served
alongside you, helping with the
offertory basket, turning the heat on
Saturday evenings and doing other
ministries in the Church. We will miss
you as well.
We pray that the Lord’s blessings
of health, peace and joy may abide
with you always.
We love you.... we will miss you!

Farewell to Ruth
By Helen Collins

Farewell, Ruth (second right).Our kind,
gentle, compassionate, loving and prayerful
sister leaves for Drumheller.
Ruth has been in our parish for 11 years.
During these years, she has been involved
in various ministries in the parish and in the
community. She blessed all of us with her
talent as she played the organ at Mass every
Saturday. She also served as a Sacristan
helping to set up for Mass and cleaned up
afterwards. Her caring nature moves her to
serve in the care-home (Thursday Mass) and
in the hospice. You and family will always
be in our thoughts and prayers.
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Holy Cross School’s New Look
By Stephanie Tofin

There have been a lot of new changes and faces
to Holy Cross School this fall. Last spring brought
the retirement of Mrs. Julianne Beauchamp, our music
teacher, and Mr.

Tim Keilty, our grade 8 teacher. This fall we have
welcomed Mother Cynthia Lay as our religion teacher,
Mrs. Darlene Belanger our music teacher, Mrs. Carol
Colbeck grade one, and Mrs. Dianne Letendre learning
assistance and applied
skills teacher.

up. The day finished off with our back to school barbe-que and open house in the evening.

One

of
our
biggest
changes is our
uniforms
for
our kindergarten
to grade eight
s t u d e n t s .
Recently we all
gathered at Mass,
for the first time in
our new uniforms,
to
celebrate
the feast of the
Holy Cross. The
students
looked
lovely all dressed

Celebrating Francis of Assisi at Parish Night of Glory
Transitus – October 3rd
By Jean Syroteuk and Fr Sylvester Obi Ibekwe

On October 3, 1226, St. Francis passed
from this life to eternity. From the earliest
days of the Franciscan Order, the followers
of St. Francis and all

who cherish his memories
have gathered on the anniversary of his
death to celebrate his Transitus, that is,
St. Francis’ passage from earthly life into
everlasting life.
At the celebration of the Transitus, we
tell a short story of the life of St. Francis.
We tell this story to remember our heritage,
to renew our Christian faith, and to evoke
our Christian hope.
These are St. Francis parting words:
“Behold my sons, I am being called by
God. I forgive all my friars, those present
and those absent, all their faults and failings

and I absolve them insofar as I am able. I
bid you good bye, all you my sons, in the
fear of God. Remain in Him always. There
will be trials
and temptations
in the future,
and it is well
for those who
persevere in the
life they have
undertaken.

I am on my way to God, and I commend
you all to his favor. I have done what was
mine to do; may Christ teach you what you
are to do.”
An invitation to all parishioners of
Holy Cross Catholic Church, Creston, BC
was extended by Father Obi to come and

celebrate Transitus at our parish Night of
Glory.
As I entered the church, I sensed this
would be an extraordinary service. It was
an intimate hour of prayer, as we gathered
near the altar, where a Franciscan robe lay
displayed on the floor, a symbolic reference
of one of our most famous Saints. I learned
about St. Francis of Assisi’s devotion to
God and how it was expressed through
his love for all of God’s Creation. As
the founder of
the Franciscan
order, he cared
for the poor, the
sick and was the
Patron Saint of
all animals and
the environment.
It was on this
day,
October
3, 1226 at the
young age of 44
that he died.
As
the Transitus of St. Francis of Assisi
celebration began our senses were filled
with quiet music and candles twinkling
in the darkness. Our thoughts were led
through a service of devotion by a narrator,
soft music, solos and prayer; we prayed
for preservation of all life. As we quietly

left this scared space, I was reflecting on
the gift of my faith, the gift of Jesus and
His love for me. My heart was filled with
gratitude, hope and love. I pray that there
will be more Night of Glory sessions.

Leavings

Crumbs and fish bones. Quiet
precision
Of ants roaming on rugged stones.
Cautiously we grasp our wicker
Baskets loaded with leftovers.
Earlier he dared our lack of vision,
“Give them something to eat,” and led
Us with a simple invocation
To that sacred time of sharing.
Then he called the children to himself
And showed them how to feed the
birds.
His gestures gave a certain colour
And lilies basked in full splendour.

By Conrado B. Beloso
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WHAT HAPPENED
TO THE VIRTUE OF
JUSTICE?
By Fr. Harry Clarke

Justice is one of the cardinal virtues in
classical philosophy. To act justly is seen
as a personal action of social significance.
It means giving to another what is his or
her due, be the other a stranger, a relative,
a friend, the community one lives in or
God. The just man is his own accuser. The
recent “cross country checkup” following
the case of Hollywood’s Harvey Weinstein
placed - in my hearing - the future of
humanity on the careful management of
the policy manual. The virtue of justice has
been pushed off the world stage.
To be virtuous is to be just; to have
acquired a disposition to treat people
honourably; to give what is due to the other
promptly and with ease, even with pleasure.
The recovery of the virtue of justice in our
present time is immense. In the past two
centuries justice has been understood not as
a personal responsibility, but as something
to be brought about by laws. It is replaced
by doing the “right thing” in what satisfies
civil law and the tribunal of the media.
The results are disastrous on the personal
level. The most important single result is
the abolition of personal responsibility in
family life. Once you banish God from
public consciousness what can restore
peace, honour and forgiveness to legal
settlements?
Just as the virtue of chastity takes
selfishness, aggression and violence out of
sexuality so the virtue of justice displaces
revenge and selfish aggression in dealing
with issues that arise between people.
The rediscovery of the virtue of justice is
immense in the building of a united world
for everyone and with everyone.
The book of Job has an interesting
insight into the virtue of justice arising
from his faith in dealing with God. Job
maintained that was happened to him in
his losses was unjust. Against all odds he
sought justice from God. After a fierce
engagement God favoured the heart of Job
and the settlement went like this; Job’s
insistence on his innocence led him to a
new sense of wonder, a new trust in God’s
actions, a new appreciation for the gift of
human life, a new way of seeing God and
ultimately a new hope that life offers a fair
deal. St. Therese of Lisieux, Doctor of the
Church, said; “I expect more from God’s
justice than from God’s mercy”.

SOCIAL JUSTICE
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SEASON OF CREATION
From September 1 to October 4, Christians around
the world are praying and caring for creation. It’s the
“Season of Creation” sponsored by the Global Catholic
Climate Movement and celebrated by Christian Churches
around the globe.
The Global Catholic Climate Movement serves the
Catholic family worldwide to turn Pope Francis’ Laudato
Si’ encyclical into action for climate justice; by undergoing
our own ecological conversion, transforming our lifestyles
and calling for bold public policies together with the wider
climate movement.

—September 9, 16, 23 and 30 Mary Lou facilitated a
study and discussion group called Caring for Creation on
Saturday afternoons from 3:30 to 5 pm at SCG church.
—September 16 Patrick Lundeen did a workshop called
Joyful Noise Instrument Petting Zoo for children and
families. All were welcome and invited to bring a musical
instrument if they wished.

This year Pope Francis hopes to get at least one million
Catholics to sign a Laudato Si pledge card in which we
pledge to: Pray for and with creation, live more simply
and advocate to protectour common home.
At St. Charles Garnier Parish in Kelowna,Pam Kemp
and her committee spearheaded events promoting the
Season of Creation. The goals were:
1. To increase love of and gratitude for the Web of Life
and our God, Source of all things.
2. To encourage lifestyle changes that will reduce global
warming and promote the health of our planet with a
special attention to the effects of climate change on the
poor.
3. To increase theological appreciation of the Trinity who
gifts us with life and with a network to support life and
who desires that we love and care for all of creation.
4. To promote positive interaction and solidarity among
parishioners and other Christians.
Events held included the following:
—Weekends of Aug 26 and Sep 2 Fr. Bart announced the
Pledge Drive (no money is involved, just commitment).
Volunteers distributed Pledge Cards after each mass. Nick
and Mairead Sikkeserected the Web of Life at the door of
the church and parishioners were invited to add symbols of
creation to the netting. The names of those who signed the
pledge were added to the web later.

—September 24 Keith Germaine ledan outdoor Stations
of the Cross with a Laudato Si theme. Fr. Bart requested
that people bring a flashlight so that no fires be used in the
tinder dry woods.
—September 26 Sr. Nancy and Sr. Phyllis facilitated a
“Laudato Si” retreat in the hall at SCG.
—October 1Father Bart blessed the Animals brought by
parishioners in the
Parking Lot at SCG.
—October
2
Pam
showed the movie
Planetary at SCG hall.
—October 3, the vespers
of St. Francis’ feast
day, we joined in our
finale, “the Celebration
of all Life” with live
and recorded music as
well as readings. Each
person was given the
name of someone who
had signed the Pledge tobe a prayer partner.

TAKE ACTION!
Pope Francis told us: “On climate change there is a
clear, definitive and ineluctable ethical imperative to
act.” There are lots of ways in which you could join the
movement and start turning the tide for climate justice.

—September 3, 10 and 24 Pam and Karen led thematic
walks: forest, water and urban themes. Meting place,
locations and level of difficulty, length of walk, and
supplies needed, were announced in the Bulletin.

It is hoped that there will be many spin-off actions
from this intense focus on environmental issues. Plans are
in process to promote a moral dimension to business by
emphasizing the urgency of the existential threat to our
planet; to encourage dialogue between those who represent
Continued on Page 21...
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Continued from Page 20...
corporate profits and those who
want to put the future needs of our
planet and children first.
Pam and her team had incredible
enthusiasm and made a great effort.
Events were well planned and
planted seeds which will grow. The
symbolism of the web will be used
again and will grow in the hearts of
people who didn’t understand it at
first. The results are in God’s hands.
This is not the end, but only the
beginning.
Isaiah 55: 10 – 12
“For as the rain and the snow come
down from heaven, And do not return
there without watering the earth
And making it bear and sprout, And
furnishing seed to the sower and
bread to the eater; So will My word
be which goes forth from My mouth;
It will not return to Me empty, Without
accomplishing what I desire, And
without succeeding in the matter for
which I sent it.
For you will go out with joy And be led
forth with peace; The mountains and
the hills will break forth into shouts of
joy before you, And all the trees of the
field will clap their hands.…”

PRESS RELEASE
By Paul Boscariol

SERRA CLUB of KAMLOOPS
DIOCESE
CHARTER
CELEBRATION, FRIDAY OCTOBER
27
The Serra Club of Kamloops
Diocese will be receiving and celebrating
its official charter on Friday October 27,
2017 at Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Catholic Parish in Kamloops, BC. The
celebration will include a Liturgical
Mass, induction of members, installation
of officers, presentation of the charter,
and a banquet dinner.
Invited guests include the Bishops
of dioceses in British Columbia, clergy
from Kamloops Diocese, representatives
of Serra International and of Serra Clubs
from Vancouver and Fraser Valley West,
and prospective members of Serra
Kamloops Diocese.
The Liturgical Mass, commencing at
4:30pm, will be celebrated by Most Rev.
Joseph Phuong Nguyen, Bishop of the

Why we still need Pentecost in 2017
By Richard Dunstan

The fire that poured down on the first
Christians on the original Pentecost day
is just as necessary for the Christians of
the 21st century, Father Obi (Sylvester)
Ibekwe told Our Lady of Pentecost
Gathering in the Spirit. “Pentecost was
not an event of 2,000 years ago,” he
said. “It’s an experience for us today.
… The ‘why” of my existence can
never be fulfilled without the Pentecost
experience.”
He noted that the Baltimore
Catechism taught that God made us “to
know Him, to love Him, and to serve
Him in this world, and to be happy with
Him forever in heaven.” And the Holy
Spirit, given at the first Pentecost and to
all Christians since then who are willing
to receive Him, makes it possible for
that to happen.
“The love of God has been poured
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into my heart through the Holy Spirit
[Romans 5:5],” Father Ibekwe said. “I
can love because I have been loved.
And the Pentecost moment is when we
realize we are loved by God. We enter
into a kind of paradise.” He noted that
in the account of Pentecost in Acts:
2:3, the tongues of fire that bring the
Holy Spirit separate and come to rest
on each individual. “When God deals
with us, He doesn’t deal with us as a
crowd. … Each person is unique.” And
like the burning bush of Exodus 3:2,
where the flame does not consume the
bush, the fire of the Holy Spirit is not
destructive of our individuality. “We are
still intact.” It does change us, though. It
fills us with joy – “it is a contradiction
to see a Christian who is sad” – and it
gives us a sense of urgency to “rush out
of the door” and proclaim the word of
God. The risen Jesus tells the disciples
in Acts 1:8 that they will go to the

Diocese of Kamloops. The induction of
members and installation of officers will
take place at the conclusion of the Mass.
The Mass is open to all.
Serra is an international Catholic
organization, founded in 1935, to foster
and promote vocations to the ministerial
priesthood of the Catholic Church, to
promote appreciation of the ministerial
priesthood and religious vocations within
the Church, and to further Catholicism by
encouraging members in their Christian
vocations to service. The organization
is named for Saint Junipero Serra, a
Franciscan missionary who served in the
development of missions in Mexico and
Western California.
Serra International is a voluntary
organization of Serra Movements, or
Clubs, established locally in parishes or
diocese. Membership in a local Serra
Movement is open to Catholic lay men
and women and permanent deacons.

ends of the world to be His witnesses,
and Pentecost, a Jewish holiday which
originated as a harvest feast in the
agricultural sense, became a spiritual
harvest, with 3,000 people converted to
the Gospel (Acts 2:41).
He said there are five steps by which
people become disciples of Jesus, and
gave advice on how Christians can help
them along the path.
First, we must help them establish
trust. If we treat people with kindness
within an ordinary human relationship,
people can see we are human beings
just like themselves. “People need that
bridge of trust to Jesus.”
Then, we need to satisfy curiosity
when people have questions about our
faith, even hard questions like how a
good God can allow evil in the world.
We need to tell the reason for our hope,
but we shouldn’t overdo it—sometimes,
he said, “we try to fill a teaspoon of a

As of 2017, there are over 1,100 Serra
Movements with about 120,000 members
in 46 countries.
The Serra Club ofKamloops
Diocesewas established “in formation”
on May 27, 2017 with assistance from
Serra Vancouver.
By: Tony Bradwell, V.P. Finance,
Diocese of Kamloops Serra Club
Contacts for Serra Kamloops Diocese:
President – Deacon Paul Murphy,
778-212-2020
Secretary – Lawrence Beaton,
250-314-6858
Trustee and Charter Celebration
Coordinator – Mark Lopianowski,
250-549-4151

question with a gallon of an answer,”
but that’s a mistake.
Next, we must pray for and encourage
spiritual openness. He said all people,
from Pope Francis to the famed atheist
author Richard Dawkins, have a “Godsized hole” in their hearts, and can be
brought to realize this.
Then, we should encourage any
active spiritual seeking that people may
show, as when they want to attend Mass
or get involved in the parish some way.
The final step is when people become
intentional disciples: consciously,
actively following Jesus, as Peter did
when he laid aside his fishing net, and
with it his former way of life. This may
not happen soon, or even in our lifetimes,
but we should never be discouraged. We
sow the seed, but God gives the growth.
“Someday, the seed we sow will grow.”
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Interfaith Climate Vigil

The Holy Father’s encyclical Laudato Si’
brought together the various faith communities
in Nelson to discuss climate issues and continue
to meet to build support for protecting the
planet from the devastating effects. Since the
Paris accord was signed on the 22 November,
we have held a monthly vigil at rotating
Nelson churches and worship spaces to pray
collectively.

SOCIAL JUSTICE
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May Peace Be With Her
By Dale Dodge

On the weekend of Sept 23/24, the Holy Trinity
parish in Trail hosted the Development and Peace
fall workshop. The main focus of the meeting was
to introduce the new education campaign for this
autumn, titled ‘May Peace Be With Her.’
The campaign recognizes the huge impact that
women have on building peace in the world – in

25 Parish representatives of Development and
Peace came from all over the Diocese to learn
about the fall campaign, and were hosted most
generously by the parishioners of Holy Trinity. At
Sunday Mass, two of those longtime, hardworking
volunteers were presented with a ‘Certificate of
Honour’ by the D&P Diocesan Chair, Dale Dodge.

Francis, and
Sr. Norma Gallant, Fr
ly Trinity in
Anne Pisacreta at Ho
Trail.

The two honorees were Sr. Norma
Gallant and Anne Pisacreta, both of whom
have been dedicated and passionate in their
support of social justice for many years.
That the whole parish was on hand for the
presentation made it very special.
In this 50th Anniversary year of
Development and Peace, parishioners can
get lifetime memberships to the organization
at no cost. The offer ends at the end of the
year, so if you have not yet joined to show
you solidarity with both D&P volunteers
and with the people we help in the Global
South, do so now. You can sign up at devp.
org and then click on ‘Get Involved.’

Photo taken September 22, Cathedral Parish.

Her Legacy

(a poem suggested by Tiu Lee)

The star’s journey into its destiny
Hinged on her assent, her firm commitment

Golden

To accept the bidding of angel wings.
Was it a dream? It took her a moment
To orient her bearing as beams of light
Bold, salutary and so amazing
Bathed her being with abundant blessings.

By Conrado B. Beloso

D&P parish representatives from
across the Nelson Diocese, learning
about the Fall Campaign “May Peace
Be With Her.”

their families, in their
communities, and in their countries – when given
the chance. If women are actively involved in
international peace agreements, those agreements
are 35% more likely to last 15 or more years if
women are included in its creation. But only 5% of
negotiators are women.

clear curtains
yellow flowers
nectarines
this morning
heaven plays
its love song
and it rains.

Fr. Conrado Beloso
Golden, British Columbia
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Slice of Pie
Pie making day at the Cathedral involved about 25 ladies and Fr. Neil on Sept 21. 185 pies
were made and sold by the end of the day

CWL ladies of St. Edward’s Parish, Lake Country busy at making pies. Half
way through the work they took a rest and celebrated Linda Berchtold’s
birthday.

Sacred Heart, Grand Forks along with Greenwood and Christina Lake had their 7th
Apple Pie fundraiser. Again it was a huge success due to all the volunteers that came
out and rolled, peeled, sliced and stuffed 756 pies.
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Cup of Tea
CWL Tea at Holy Family Parish, Fernie

Parish Tea and Bake Sale, October 21 at St. Michael’s School organized by Holy
Trinity CWL, Trail. The Confirmation candidates were the servers assisted by adults.
The support and help from many parish members made it a very successful project.

