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All Grade 3 and 4 students of St. Joseph School received their Good News Bibles at Thanksgiving Mass.

“You have found favour
with God” - Luke 1:30
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BISHOP’S MESSAGE

“Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of
the least of these my
brethren, you did it to
me.”
(Matt. 25: 40)

its fullness on the cross where he
assumes the personal tragedy of our
sins: “God proves his love for us in
that while we were still sinners Christ
died for us” (Rom. 5:8). The cross is
the infallible sign planted in history
which indicates that no expression
of our humanity is alien or separated
from the redeeming, compassionate
love of Jesus. Compassion bears the
transforming power of God.

Bishop John Corriveau, OFM Cap.
Dear Brother and Sisters,
Compassion marked the life
of Jesus from the beginning of his
ministry to his death on the cross.
Speaking in the synagogue of
Nazareth at the very beginning of his
ministry, Jesus takes the words of the
Prophet Isaiah to define his mission
in the world: “The Spirit of the Lord
is upon me, because he has anointed
me to preach good news to the poor”
(Lk 4: 17). His miracles all reveal
mercy, the compassionate heart of
God. In chapter five of the gospel
of Luke, a man full of leprosy came
to Jesus: “If you will to do so, you
can cure me” (Lk 5:12). Luke tells
us that “Jesus stretched out his hand
to touch him and said, ‘I will do it.

Be cured” (Lk 5:13). Jesus chose
not only to restore the man’s body
but his heart and his spirit. Jesus
overcomes the leper’s isolation and
exclusion: “Jesus stretched out his
hand to touch him”. In the gospel of
Matthew, Jesus withdraws by boat
to a deserted place to be by himself.
But the crowds follow him, bringing
their fears, preoccupations and their
sick. Matthew tells us: “His heart
was moved with pity, and he cured
their sick” (Matt. 14:14). When he
meets a widow in Naim who has lost
her only son, Luke tells us, “The Lord
was moved with pity upon seeing her
and said to her, ‘Do not cry.” Then
he touched the litter and said “Young
man I bid you get up” (Lk 7: 13 – 14).
The compassion of Jesus reaches

Tradition tells us that the Church
was given birth on the cross from the
pierced and compassionate heart of
Christ. We are his Church, his body.
Therefore, our acts of compassion
can also open the lives of our sisters
and brothers to the transforming
love of God. I wish to illustrate this
with three examples taken from our
Diocesan Church.
The Society of St. Vincent de
Paul was founded in Paris by Frederic
Ozanam in 1833. The mission of the
Society is a mission of compassion.
The members are challenged to
live the gospel message by serving
Christ in the poor with love, respect,
justice and joy encountering Christ
in anyone who suffers: “As you did
it to one of these, the least of my
brethren, you did it to me” (Matt. 25:
40). They establish personal contact
with the poor, treating them as
members of one family. The Society
was established in our Diocese in
1989. There are six conferences
of St. Vincent de Paul with 130
members in our Diocese. In 2013,

the members assisted 7,200 people
in their communities. In 2007, the
Society established Ozanam House,
a nineteen bed alcohol and drug
recovery home for adult men.
It
would be wonderful if we could
double or triple the membership
in the Society of St. Vincent de
Paul and create new conferences
throughout the Diocese to reveal the
compassionate face of God to our
brothers and sisters in need.
At the beginning of October, a
First Nations Ministry Committee
was established for our Diocese.
There are eleven First Nations
Reserves within the Diocese of
Nelson. Pope Francis challenges us:
“The worst discrimination which
the poor suffer is the lack of spiritual
care. The great majority of the poor
have a special openness to the faith;
they need God and we must not
fail to offer them his friendship, his
blessing, his word, the celebration
of the sacraments and a journey of
rowth and maturity in the faith. Our
preferential option for the poor must
mainly translate into a privileged and
preferential religious care.” (Pope
Francis, “The Joy of the Gospel”,
200).
The First Nations Ministry
Committee has prepared brochures
which are being distributed across
the Diocese to introduce us to the
First Nations communities of our
.....continued on page 3
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continued from page 2...
Diocese. We are studying ways in which the
Eucharist, the sacraments and catechesis can be
made more present on all of our Reserves.

EDITORIAL

Several Parishes have begun to establish
Refugee Committees to sponsor and assist our
persecuted Christian brothers and sisters in
Iraq and Syria. We are studying the possibility
of establishing a Diocesan Refugee Council to
dialogue with the Government of Canada to
facilitate the sponsorship of refugees in our parish
communities.

The interim document from the October 2014 Synod of Bishops, which forms the basis for
further discussions, challenges the Catholic Church to begin from positive elements of family life
in order “to accompany her most fragile sons and daughters with attention and care.”

There are many other dimensions to the
ministry of compassion in our Diocesan Church.
However, at this time I wish to underline these three
ministries. It is our prayer that your active support
and participation will enable these ministries to
bring the transforming compassionate love of
Jesus to our brothers and sisters.

This approach, the Synod states, must be done with “graduality”- the recognition that each
person “knows, loves and accomplishes moral good in stages of growth”. But it must be done
“to restore trust and hope to her most fragile sons and daughters like the light of a beacon light
in a port, or a torch carried among the people to light the way for those who are lost or find
themselves in the midst of the storm”.

Fraternally in Christ,
John Corriveau,
O.F.M. Cap.
Bishop of Nelson
Advent, 2014

Toward a Compassionate Decision
It says: “The gospel of the family, while it shines in the witness of many families who live
coherently their fidelity to the sacrament, with their mature fruits of authentic daily sanctity
must also nurture those seeds that are yet to mature, and must care for those trees that have
dried up and wish not to be neglected”.

Let us continue to pray that the Child who was born Saviour, Messiah and Lord may continue
to guide the Church to the compassionate direction: “to carry out its precious role in supporting
families by encouraging choices and responsibilities lived in the light of the gospel” while offering
healing “to the suffering of those who have endured separation and divorce” and accepting “the
gifts and qualities which homosexuals offer to the Christian community”.
-CB

We need small
Communities of Faith
By Anne Strachan

Fr. Harry Clarke owns a 7th
century Coptic icon: Christ and St.
Menas. This icon is an image of
Jesus with his arm around St. Menas’
shoulder. It’s called “Christ the True
Friend.” Fr. Harry says that to him
this represents “Jesus greeting the
faithful companion, especially at the
end of life but also each Sunday this is central to our faith journey.”
Fr. Harry is the priest at St. Peter
Parish in Princeton, Our Lady of
Lourdes Mission in Keremeos, and
St. Ann Church/Mission in the Hedley
Native Reserve/Upper Similkameen
Band.
Activities in these parishes
include a very active CWL and parish
council in Keremeos. There are
about 60-70 people, and it’s a vibrant
and joyful community. At St. Peter
Parish in Princeton, they are blessed

with a dedicated group of Knights
of Columbus, and there are five
children in catechism. The Hedley
Native Reserve/Upper Similkameen
Band has Mass once a month. As
he says Mass there, Fr. Harry feels
“particularly happy to honour Christ
in this old chapel on the hill.”
These are small parishes, but
whoever is present is extremely
important. After all, Jesus says, “For
where two or three are gathered in
my name, I am there among them.” A
new parish event is to gather once a
month for a “Word of Life Meeting.”
This encourages people to share with
one another the experience of living
the word of God.
Fr. Harry says, “The first thing I
said to parishioners when I arrived
was this: ‘I believe in the Holy
Spirit.’ This is the gift Jesus wants

to give us at every Mass. I am
increasingly aware that everything
is ‘grace’ – God’s immense love for
us. It’s important for us that we assist
people to die holy deaths, to see
them going towards Christ in their
final days. We are aware of our place
in the universal Church and we try to
remain attentive to the good things
that happen in our Diocese.
“I’ve drawn the attention of all
parishioners with a copy of ‘Christ
and St. Menas.’ How do people
respond? The sower must wait
patiently, but for me living with
these people gives rise to a discovery
of the great drama love. Each day is
part of the great drama of love at
work between my wounded self and
the mercy of God. One thing is clear:
We need these small communities of
faith in our desire to live the Gospel.”
The focus of these communities
is the simplicity of the Gospel, and
the wonder of a lived Gospel. To
love our neighbour within every
encounter, be it phone call, email, in
person; to take the living Gospel into

the workplace, at home, or wherever
we spend our days will bear fruit.
Fr. Harry feels that Sunday
Eucharist is the most important time
in all parishes; to seek an increased
union with Christ so that we might
ultimately go out into the world and
serve God. As Mother Teresa says,
“In Holy Communion, we have
Christ under the appearance of bread.
In our work we find him under the
appearance of flesh and blood. It is
the same Christ. ‘I was hungry, I was
naked, I was sick, I was homeless.’
Fr. Harry says, “We need to
connect the Eucharist to the choices
we make every day – whether this is
in a carpenter’s profession, being a
nurse, or anything else. The reality
of our lives is grist for the mill of the
Christian life.”
To begin, like in the icon, we
might imagine Christ’s arm around
us – Jesus our friend – to strengthen
and give us hope.
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Bishop Approves
New Version of SE
Policy
By Renée Burzuk

The Safe Environment Policy was
reviewed, revamped and revised. Bishop
John Corriveau put into effect the latest
version of the Safe Environment Policy on
October 7, 2014. The third version of the
policy more clearly states what is required,
who has to follow the policy and how it is
implemented. And it accomplishes these
things in fewer pages than the previous
version.

Special Wedding
By Karin MacCarthy

RIONDEL - On July 21,
Most Holy Redeemer Church of
Riondel celebrated the wedding
of Crawford Bay residents Jenny
and Alf Nikisch. Jenny and Alf
were civilly married seven years
ago. Jenny was fully received
into the Catholic Church this
past Easter in Riondel, baptized,
confirmed and received first
communion. As theirs was the
first wedding at Most Holy
Redeemer in twenty-three years,
it was truly an exciting time for
the couple, the worshipping
community, and Father Tom,

who makes that long drive from
Creston every Sunday to celebrate
Mass. Most Holy Redeemer is
a tiny mission church, and, as
Jenny stated herself the church
is like her family, and, as family,
everyone contributed their time
and talents to make this a joyous
celebration for all. Friends and
family were warmly received by
the faith community. Readings
for the wedding were chosen
by the couple for their special
emphasis on love. As Jenny hails
from the Philippines, she and
Alf had incorporated Filipino

BOOK YOUR
CONFERENCE
OR RETREAT TODAY!
This conference and retreat center
provides:
~ a chapel in the woods
~ a conference room
~ a library
~ a dining room
~ fourteen private bedrooms
~ an indoor swimming pool
~ outdoor Stations of the Cross
~ Mary’s Grove
~ a labyrinth
~ a poustinia (hermitage)

SETON
HOUSE
OF
PRAYER
5819 Chute Lake Road
Kelowna, BC V1W 4L5
Phone/Fax: (250) 764-4333
setonhp@telus.net
www.setonhouseofprayer.org
for more information

wedding customs into their
ceremony. Father Tom and Geri
Gomola explained the meaning
and symbolism of these customs
as well as that of the Catholic
marriage ceremony itself. Jenny
was radiant in a lovely wedding
dress from the Philippines with
the shine of silk. The dress and
Alf’s shirt were made of pineapple
fibre. The altar and pews were
decorated by Emelda Remy and
Arlene Mawdsley and the flowers
were from the bountiful gardens
of Sharon Lloyd. Jenny and
Alf’s wedding was made extra
beautiful with the music played
by Marg Kehler on piano and
Sharon Turner on her flute, and
by guest flugelhorn and trumpet
artist Kathy Turner. Everyone
enjoyed a fine meal across the
street in the Riondel Community
Centre following the wedding
catered by Mila, who is a friend
and neighbour of the Nikisch’s
in Crawford Bay.

Nearly two years ago, the previous
version was published. Since then, the
pastors, principals and safe environment
coordinators have been working diligently
to implement the policy. Thank you to
the many volunteers and employees who
participated in the training and provided
criminal record checks to meet the policy
requirements.
We encourage everyone to read the new
policy – even those people who recently read
the previous version. The new policy can
be downloaded from the Safe Environment
Office page on the Diocesan web site:
• Visit www.nelsondiocese.org
• Click the ‘Safe Environment Office’
box on the bottom of the home page
All of us need to be aware of the
potential for abuse and the preventive
measures being taken in the Diocese; the
more people are aware of warning signs,
the less likely it is for abusers to succeed.
The Safe Environment Policy and training
is about building a culture in our church
and restoring trust in the church. The more
people who understand the policy, the more
we are united in creating a safe environment.
If you have any questions about the new
policy, please contact your parish/school
Safe Environment Coordinator.
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The Word of God:
Christ Among Us
By Fr. Bart van Roijen

“In the beginning was the Word,
and the Word was with god, and
the Word was God. He was in the
beginning with God. All things
came into being through him, and
without him not one thing came into
being. What has come into being in
him was life, and the life was the
light of all people. The light shines
in the darkness, and the darkness
did not overcome it.” (Jn. 1:1 – 5,
NRSV)
So begins John’s Gospel and
our belief that all things came into
being through the utterance of
God’s Word: be it certain, history,
covenant, law or wisdom. All things
have their origin in God’s lifegiving Word. “Without him not one
thing came into being.” (Jn.1:3b)
It is this Word of God, uttered
before all time that is en-fleshed in
Scripture. It is the Word of God that
we proclaim each time we gather
and to which we give our great
assent, “thanks be to God”. For it is
to him that belongs the covenant. It
is he who calls, who restores, heals,
reconciles, and bring us back to life.
“And the Word became flesh and
lived among us, and we have seen
his glory, the glory as of a father’s
only son, full of grace and truth”
(Jn.1:14, NRSV). Just as Advent
moves from promise to presence, so
too the Word moves from its initial
manifestation in creation, history,
covenant, law, wisdom and promise
to its fulfillment in Christ. And just
as we move from “Word of God”
to “Gospel of the Lord”, so too our
acclamations progress from “Thanks
be to God” to “Praise to you Lord
Jesus Christ”—a direct statement to
the Christ who is present among us
as Word Incarnate.
This heightened awareness at
the time of the Gospel explains our
posture (we stand to receive him),
our song of praise (The Gospel

Acclamation), a book specially
dedicated to the Gospels (soon to be
issued in Canada) brought up at the
beginning of Mass and enthroned
on the altar, the optional use of
incense, the minister assigned to it
(Bishop, Priest or Deacon) and the
devotion the minister gives to it.
We believe that Christ’s presence
in the Word is as real as substantial
as his physical manifestation in
the Eucharist. As such the two
point to and inform each other,
insuring a fuller understanding
and appreciation of Christ at the
heart of his Church. The Ambo
or Lectern, from which the Word
is proclaimed, is rightfully called
“The Altar of God’s Word”, for just
as the fullness of god’s mysteries
are made manifest in Christ on the
Altar of Sacrifice, so too these same
mysteries are made manifest in
Christ on the Altar of God’s Word.
The Gospels of Matthew, Mark
and Luke make up the bulk of the
church’s three year cycle. The
Gospel of John takes pre-eminence
during Lent, the Easter Season,
certain feasts and a small portion
of the year dedicated to Mark (the
shortest Gospel). In this way, the
faithful share in the fullness of the
Gospel and a full encounter with
God in Christ.
Except during the Easter Season,
when the first reading is taken from the
Acts of the Apostles, the first Reading
is always taken from the Old Testament
and is chosen for its connection to the
Gospel passage of the day. Here, too,
we behold the unbroken link between
past and present. Old and New shed
light on one another, for both were
forged in the furnace of God’s love for
his people.
The Psalm is chosen in
relationship to the First Reading.
If the Reading speaks of mercy, the
Psalm response speaks of mercy. If

the Reading calls us to heed God’s
Voice, the Psalm response calls us
to do the same. It is not only meant
to re-inforce the message as a sung
response, it is meant to illicit our
participation in this sung response,
and so allow the Word of God to be
received more fully.
The Second Reading, most often
taken from one of Paul’s Letters,
is a semi-continuous Reading of
the remaining books of the New
Testament. As such, it may or may
not be related to the primary theme
of the other readings, but may offer
a secondary theme dealing with
issues of faith or Christian life. The
origin of this extra reading goes
back to the early Church, when
time was taken during the Liturgy
to read letters of instruction from
the Apostles. Some of these letters,
treatises, were widely shared and
treasured for their inspiration.
Together with the four Gospels and
the Acts of the Apostles, they form
the New Testament of today.
The Homily is meant to break
open the Word of God. It is a
time to shed light on that which
may need greater clarification or
application on our lives today. It
is called a Sermon when it is used
to address moral issues. This time
may also be used to shed greater
light on the liturgy or on matter of
doctrine. Whatever form it takes, it
can be given from either the Ambo
or Lectern, the centre aisle or from
the Presider’s Chair. It is meant to
teach, strengthen faith and serve the
needs of the Faithful.
As the Liturgy of the Word
comes to an end, our openness to
the Word leads to Profession of
Faith and to Prayer. Having heard
the Word of God, we profess our
Faith in him. Having encountered
the fulfillment of all prayer in
Christ, we are confident to offer
up our petitions. Grace builds on
Grace. Christ’s self-revelation in
the Word leads to greater faith. An
encounter with the one who heals,
teaches, reconciles and saves leads
to greater trust that he will provide
us in our need.
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Reaching for
more in the
Season of
Advent
By Fr. Harry Clarke

What was the achievement
of John the Baptist? How
can we follow the Baptist’s
mandate to “Prepare the way
of the Lord”?
John made people more
open to hearing what Jesus
would say and do. He inspired
the most unlikely people
to recognize how being cut
off from God was affecting
their lives. Some were
totally unconcerned about
the things of God. It was his
work to alert his hearers to
the kind of people they were
becoming and so unsettle their
complacency. He aroused in
many a willingness to confess
their sins.
What can we do in our
Penitential services to give
people the kind of access to
the state of their souls that
John the Baptist achieved? I
would suggest as an opener
that we ask the Holy Spirit to
lead us into the total truth of
what is happening in our lives.
What is at stake is this: unless
Jesus is born in our hearts on
Christmas Day, we will miss
out on God’s gift to the world
in the coming of Jesus.
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Our Lady of Pentecost, Kelowna

Like Deer

Beyond Baptism: living like Jesus

(A Reflection on Psalm 42)
By Fr. Gabriel

As baptized Christians, we are
sisters and brothers of Jesus. It’s an
enormous honour – but only if we
remember that Jesus’ power came from
the Cross and commit ourselves to
follow him there.

Saint Augustine wrote: “You
have created us for yourself, O
God, and our hearts are restless
until they rest in you.” To be in the
presence of the Lord is the desire of
every believing soul. Intense urge
for God is felt at the most painful,
challenging, hurting and forsaken
moments and situations. Jesus
himself cried out, “My God, my
God, why have you forsaken me?”
(Mathew27:47) In our abandonment
we long for the presence of God, as
the deer longs for running streams.
This is a contemplative yearning for
the divine presence who creates and
sustains everything.

summer institute, held at St. Charles
Garnier parish and Seton House of Prayer
in Kelowna.

The other talks were given by
Sylvester Oblora Ibekwe, a seminarian
currently studying in Edmonton for the
It’s not a path for the timid, Father Nelson Diocesan priesthood.
Pierre Ducharme told Our Lady of
Pentecost Summer Institute in Kelowna
The summer institute held this
last August.
year for the sixth time is sponsored by
Nelson Diocese Charismatic Renewal
“Can I not be afraid to be Service Committee and endorsed
transformed, to be molded into the by Catholic Charismatic Renewal
likeness and image of a Lord who is Services of BC. A total of 47 attended,
small, but who has the power and will including 32 full-time.
to turn things upside down?” Father
Ducharme asked the congregation. “A
Even God, Father Ducharme said,
God who prefers the poor and the weak can only get us to love him by loving
to the powerful and the rich?”
us, and on the cross Jesus made that
love clear. “Jesus loves, and by so
Father Ducharme, a Franciscan doing he flips the tortilla.”
friar is guardian of St. Francis Friary in
Edmonton and post-novitiate director for
“We do the same as God does to us:
the Franciscans of Western Canada and by showing mercy we transform others.
gives preaching missions and retreats. He We flip the tortilla. We turn the world
gave six of the eight talks at this year’s upside down.”

Ask the
Pastor

By Fr. Bart van Roijen

the Catholic religion; if such hope is
altogether lacking, the baptism is to be
put off according to the prescriptions
of particular law and the parents are to
be informed of the reason.

The Diocesan Liturgy Committee
Canon #861
has suggested the idea of having The ordinary minister of baptism is a
a column in our Diocese paper, bishop, priest or deacon.
wherein people can submit questions
on liturgical matters and the
If the ordinary minister is absent
administration of Sacraments.
or impeded, a catechist or other person
deputed for this function by the local
Our first question involves infant bishop confers baptism licitly as does
baptism: “Who can baptize and under any person with the right intention
what conditions?”
is case of necessity (‘in danger of
death”).
The Church’s Code of Canon Law
is the source text. All texts are quoted
Canon #875
directly under number and point.
One who administers baptism is to see
to it that, unless a sponsor is present,
Canon #868
there be at least a witness by whom the
For the licit baptism of an infant it is conferral of baptism can be proved.
necessary that:
- The parents or at least one of
Comment: This is to ensure that
them or the person who is the legal the Pastor can be notified and the
guardian gives consent,
baptism can be substantiated.
- There be a founded hope
that the infant will be brought up in
Please note that, in regards to

Stags and hinds require
abundant water especially in hot
seasons. When our life is filled
with void, dryness and emptiness,
we become spiritually dry and feel
hot under the collar. During these
excruciating moments, we need to
cling on to God like a child that
clings on to his or her parent. If we
could feel the nearness and closeness
of God like a child, we would be
blessed by him. The longing of the
heart is a spiritual desire. As the
running streams refresh the deer,
the divine presence would quench
our inner thirst, refresh open up new
possibilities.
The Bible speaks so very
highly of Moses and David who
lived in the presence of the divine
and who were always refreshed
by the living streams of God.
Moses and David had free access
to God’s presence. God gave them
that chance to behold his face
infant baptism, Canon #868 is key.
Unless at least one of the parents is in
agreement and there is a well-founded
hope that the child will be brought up in
the faith, baptism should not take place.
Only “in danger of death” could either
one be by-passed (see Canon #868 – 2).

December 2014
whenever they desired. Moses saw
the Lord in the tent, cloud and in the
mountain top. The book of Exodus
3:4-6 reports, “God called Moses by
his name and said, come no near, take
off your shoes, for the place on which
you stand is a holy ground. I am the
God of your father.... at this Moses
covered his face”. In Deuteronomy
34:10-12 we read, “Moses the man
knew God face to face”. God knew
Moses at the burning bush and talked
to him face to face. Moses built such
an intimacy with God through his
adherence to God’s desires, so that
God was pleased to interact with him
not only to perform glorious deeds of
power but also to free, liberate and
lead the Israelite people from their
miserable and painful situation in
Egypt.
In 1Samuel 13:14 we are told
of David that God has searched out
a man for himself after his heart
and designated him as leader of his
people, and in Acts 13:12, we read,
“I have selected David Son of Jesse,
a man after my own heart, who will
carry out my whole purpose”. God
himself has described David as
‘the man of his own heart’. Despite
David’s several flaws, shortcomings
and limitations, God was able to
complement him as the man of his
own heart. David, though failed
miserably in several matters, he was
very open with God. He had a soul
with full of emotion and a head with
full of understanding to accept and
acknowledge the truth. He gave the
first place to the divine in all matters.
In fact, he lived in the presence of
God and was drinking from the
streams of God’s overflowing grace.
He passionately loved God and was
profound in honouring him. That’s
how, he became a vibrant friend and
personality after God’s own heart.
Psalm 42-43 is an invitation to attach
ourselves to God like these stalwarts
of our faith in order that we may be
planted and rooted by the running
streams of God to be refreshed,
renewed and rejuvenated from his
overflowing streams of grace. Then
we would be able to repeat after Saint
Paul, “I live, not I, but Christ lives in
me”. (Gal 2:20)
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Looking for goodness
By Fr. Bart van Roijen

I am always surprised to hear
how many people have thought
about becoming a priest or a
religious sister but never pursued it.
In some cases, it may have been a
passing fancy, but in others it may
have been more serious. Enough,
at least, to make one see it as a
path not taken. Many things may
well have been at play: a feeling of
unworthiness fears of the unknown
and a failure in knowing how to
proceed or what the church might
be looking for in a prospective
candidate. After all, not everyone
is comfortable approaching their
parish priest, let alone the diocesan
vocation director or the bishop.
In this new set of articles, I will
try to answer some of the basic
questions people may have. I hope
that these articles may be used
in classrooms, youth groups and
young adult sessions, and shared
with younger family members. One
thing I would like to convey is that
we are looking for what is good in
each person. Despite the character
flaws in each one of us, all of us
possess a basic goodness that is
worth developing.

What do I mean by goodness?
Well, if you are reading this article,
I can already presume that you
have some relationship with God,
no matter how tentative you might
think it is. You are looking to make
a difference in the world and you
may well be asking yourself “how?”
These are signs of goodness. You
may even be involved in some form
of service, either in school, parish,
community or home. We see the
goodness in others; it is important
to see it in ourselves. It is in this
basic goodness that we can come to
know the Call of God.
The Church is looking for this
basic goodness because she knows
that it will blossom under the right
conditions. It isn’t a matter of finding
the best speakers, the most confident
leaders, the brightest students,
the most conversant persons or
the holiest of individuals. Though
all of these attributes may have
to be developed to some degree,
the truth is: we all come with our
shortcomings and limitations. The
best candidates are those who are
able to be honest with who they are
and open to grow in those areas that
are most in need. We are looking for

My Christmas in Canada
By Bonnie Fanaiye

Christmas
is
about
declaring, “Joy to the world, the
Lord has come.” I have spent some
decades of Christmas as an adult,
but the experience I received from
the very last one, which happened
to be my first Christmas in Canada
became for me ‘a joy to my world’.
I came to Edmonton
September last year. What I met
in Edmonton (my first taste of
Canada) was more or less similar
to the ideas I had about Canada
before my arrival. But I was not
informed about the vastness of the
country. My notion of the size of
the country resulted in my asking

one of the staff of the airport in
Toronto how many minutes to
travel from Toronto to Edmonton
by bus. I later realized why she
was shocked at my asking that
question when I discovered that
what is called Canada is more
or less the size of Africa as a
continent.
In Edmonton, I met what
people around me considered
being a very brilliant weather, full
of handsome surge of clemency
befitting and suitable for someone
like me coming from Nigeria
in Africa. To me, the weather
was too cold and I seemed not

basic goodness: a desire to serve, a
desire to learn, a desire to grow, a
desire to know, and an underlying
trust that God will make himself
known.
You might be interested to
know that we are not sending you
to the seminary right away. Sending
a person off for studies comes
after a time of discernment and
reflection. This time of reflection is
usually done at home, while taking
a renewed interest in the Mass,
the activities of the parish and the
chance to serve one’s neighbour. A
year of discovery and discernment
can help strengthen the candidate
against the doubts that are sure to
come later.
I often ask young men and
women to make contact with their
parish priest. If they only knew how
much happiness they could bring
him by simply speaking with him,
telling him of their desire to help
in a specific ministry or expressing
their desire to examine God’s call
in their lives. No, he will not drag
them off to the seminary or convent
against their will, but it will give
him some hope. After all, it is nice
to know someone else is thinking
about the very thing you were
thinking about. Your parish priest
comfortable with it but going by
what the people around me were
saying; I pretended it was good
for me; even though the reverse
was the case.
It took me some time to fully
recover from the jet lag and fully
come to terms with the food and
drink of Western Canada.
My Christmas holiday in
Penticton, in the company of other
seminarians under the hospitality
of Fr. Rex and the good and
beautiful people of Ss. Ann and
John Catholic Communities,
played an unforgettable experience
in my life. For now, I can say
without reservation that this my
first Christmas in Canada is the
best for me in the recent past. The
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would be most willing to talk to you
about it or to answer any questions
you might have.
When it is time for me, as the
Diocesan Vocation Director, to be
involved, I will first ask you for a
three to four page synopsis of your
life. No, it is not a test. It gives you
the opportunity to look at your life
from the perspective of one who is
looking deeper. Don’t feel you need
to impress me, I am just looking for
that basic goodness and how it is
evident in your life. This is the seed
the sower sowed and I want to see it
grow to its fullest potential.
A word to those who read this
article and have no inclination to the
priesthood or religious life. I want to
see the basic goodness grow in your
life as well. Drop me a line. I might
ask you a few questions, or maybe
you want to chat. Everyone can
benefit from a closer examination
of their lives. Better yet, talk it over
with your parents, your teacher or
your parish priest. A lot can happen
when we explore our basic goodness
and trust that, if we ask, God will
help us find the way.

clemency that found expression
in the weather that I earlier
experienced in Edmonton was
nothing compared to the admirable
and brilliant weather including
the
attractive
surrounding
mountains of Penticton. Snow
that I experienced in Edmonton
served as a deterring factor but it
serves as a monument to the land
of Penticton. All the sleep that
I lost in Edmonton as a result of
cold was regained and my health
status restored. Therefore, I can
simply say that Penticton is home,
and how I wish the authority of
our Seminary would move the
seminary to the province of the
Beautiful British Columbia.
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GRACE MAKES THE HARMONY OF THE WOLF AND THE
LAMB POSSIBLE
By Sylvester Ibekwe

“The wolf shall live with the lamb, the leopard shall lie down with the kid, the calf and the lion and fatling
together, and a little child shall lead them” (Isaiah 11: 6).
Human relationship has been
described by some people in terms of
wolves and lambs. The philosopher,
Thomas Hobbes, said about the
human condition that “man is wolf
to man.” Observing the human
community and human relationships,
one gets the impression that there are
two kinds of people, the oppressors
and oppressed. The dividing line
between the two groups runs through
gender, ethnicity and race, social class
and religious affiliation. Isaiah in the
above quotation is aware of this state
of affairs among humans. He speaks
of the human condition in terms of
wolves and lambs, leopards and kids,
lions and calves, bears and cows.
Isaiah’s interest, however, is not
simply in the way things are or have
always been but in the way things can
be. Isaiah is a man of vision. And here
he recounts his vision of the day of
the Lord, “the days to come” when
God will manifest his glory on all
humankind. The wolf shall live with
the lamb, the leopard shall lie down

with the kid, the calf and the lion and
fatling together, and a little child shall
lead them (Isaiah 11: 6)
“Impossible,” some people will say
on reading this. “He is dreaming. The
wolf can never live in peace with the
lamb because it is in the nature of the
wolf to eat lamb.” But that is exactly the
point. Just as it is impossible, naturally
speaking, for the wolf to live in peace
with the lamb, so it is impossible
for us to live the life of harmonious
coexistence as envisioned by Isaiah and
all the prophets. For there to be a new
world order, a radical transformation
of the human nature is required. A
completely new heart is needed. This
radical transformation of human nature
is possible only by God’s grace.
Grace transforms nature.
Grace working in nature accomplishes
so much more than we could ever
imagine. This is what Isaiah goes on
to describe: The cow and the bear
shall graze, their young shall lie down

together; and the lion shall eat straw
like the ox. (Isaiah 11:7). Transformed
by grace, it is only then that the wolf
can live in peace with the lamb. Only
then can the ferocious animal learn
to accept their weaker colleagues as
equals who have an equal right to life
and well-being. And only then can
the weaker animals learn to trust the
ferocious ones and forgive and forget
all the violence they had been made
to suffer in the past.
Note that Isaiah is not talking
here of “tolerating” or “putting up
with” the other. The peace of this new
world order is not merely an absence
of war or friction. No, it is a peace of
harmonious live-and-let-live based
on justice and the mutual recognition
that everyone has the right not only
to life but also to the good life. It is
only when the lion and the wolf give
up their natural privileges and begin
to eat grass like the cow that one can
truly say that “all animals are equal.”
As long as some animals lay claim to

WIDER CHURCH NEWS

Excerpts from the Statement by the President of
the Canadian Conference of Catholic Bishops on
the terrorist acts in Canada
By Bishop Paul-André Durocher, Archbishop of Gatineau

This is a time of profound national
sadness for all Canadians. The recent
acts of violence in Ottawa and SaintJean-sur-Richelieu, Quebec, have
touched the hearts of many people.
We worry that the horror of terrorism
is taking root in our soil, so long a
land of peace, cooperation, and intercultural collaboration.

of Canada, I unequivocally state that
we are also committed to dialogue
with the Muslim communities spread
throughout our land. We recognize
that violent distortions of Islam
are causing misunderstanding and
suffering in the world and in Canada
for peace-loving Muslims as well as
non-Muslim communities.

On behalf of the Bishops,
priests, religious and lay Catholics

Christians and Muslims share a
belief in God’s mercy, and it is in that

belief that we all raise our voices
in prayer: May God welcome
into Paradise the innocent of all
terrorist acts; may their families
know consolation and hope; and
may we all learn to live in peace
and solidarity one with another.

being “more equal” than others, there
can be no justice and no peace. The
story of the wolf and the lamb and the
philosophy of Thomas Hobbes is not
the full story. The full story of the wolf
and the lamb, as Isaiah tells us today,
will end with “and they lived happily
ever after.”
Advent is a moment of grace
when we pause for a while to pray
and work consciously, together, for
this new world order, the Kingdom of
God, when a brother will not oppress
his brother, when the strong will not
dominate the weak, when every child
in the womb enjoys the freedom to
life, when we laugh not at each other
but with each other, when we see the
other not as an object to be used but as
a companion with whom I can walk
hand in hand on the path of life.

Prayers
On October 14, Bishop John
Corriveau, OFMCap. requested the
priests and religious of the Diocese
of Nelson to offer prayers for:
- Fr. Don Wilson who has a
tumour and was scheduled
for biopsy October 17.
- Bishop Eugene Cooney who
was assaulted in a Kelowna
parking lot last October 5.
The assailant knocked him to
the ground and stole his car.
He is recovering at home.
- Fr. Ron Dechant who had a
growth removed from a vocal
cord. He is recovering well.
- Mary Lou Gray, sister of
Br. Gerald Craig, OFMCap.
Mary Lou died October 11.
Her funeral was October 16
at Sacred Heart Church, La
Salle, ON.
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St. Vincent de Paul Society
initiates subsidized housing
By Angela Pomeroy

KELOWNA - Members of St.
Vincent de Paul Society occupy
a special vantage point in their
service to and understanding of
the poor. For the past 25 years in
the Okanagan, they have visited
people in their homes, becoming
intimately aware of the struggles
people face when income is
little and expenses are big.
Almost universally, the highest
cost is rent, often gouging into
assistance or disability payments,
leaving individuals, couples
or families next to nothing, or
indeed nothing, to live on.
Thankfully, there are situations
in and around Kelowna which
offer subsidized housing, but the
number of units aren’t enough for
the hundreds more people who
can use them. Many wait as long
as 4 years for the opportunity to
move in. Many more give up the
wait and settle for sub-standard
housing and/or costs which strain
every other resource, especially
family relationships.

Enter “Invincible Housing”,
a subsidized market housing
concept initiated this spring
through the St. Pius X conference
of St. Vincent de Paul, but soon
including members from other
parishes as well. The proposal
has advanced through the initial
stages of research, design and
refinement and has gathered
impetus among government and
non-governmental agencies.
“Invincible Housing” intends to
assist those most over-looked at
present - individuals and couples
without children - through a
modest subsidy and one-on-one
advocacy. It is their resolve to
live out a prayer request we
make at each meeting, that those
who have no homes or who are
marginally housed may quickly
find a place in which they can
live a happy and decent life.
In July of 2014, Phyllis Hubenig retired from the Legion of Mary,
Immaculate Conception Presidium in Kelowna after serving for 23
years with loving and selfless dedication. President Annie Baars
presented Phyllis with a commemorative Certificate of Appreciation.

Pilgrims from Nelson Diocese --- Penticton (10), Kelowna (6), Osoyoos (6), Christina Lake (2) and Cranbrook (1)
--- with Derbe behind as a background. The Bible records in Acts chapter 14 and Acts chapter 16 how Paul and his
friends went to the city of Derbe (Southern Turkey) and won many converts.
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Right: Fun time at St. Theresa’s Parish Bazaar
in Kelowna, September 27, 2014.

Cranbrook CWL
President Bev Watson and Past President Linda Lancaster
presented 40 years’ service pins to Maude Hayes O’Sullivan
and Pauline Molnar. Toni Maerkl, a 10 year pin and Service
pins to Hannah and Shirley Kelly.

Top Left: On August 12, 2014,
Holy Family Parish held a
farewell Pot Luck supper for
Father Bart van Roijen.
Bottom Left: St. Michael’s
Parish, Sparwood had its
4th annual pet blessing last
October 4, in honour of St.
Francis Assisi.
Below: In October 11th,
the 4th degree K of C (Pope
John XXIII Assembly) in
Penticton celebrated their 50th
Anniversary. Gordon Guidi
and his lady Betty (couple
standing in the middle) is one
of the two remaining charter
member of the Assembly. Also in
the picture is Edward Starchuk
(one on the left holding the
Papal Blessing), State Deputy
of British Columbia and Yukon
Territory.
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Cathedral CWL
By Cathy Filbert

The fall session opened with
Mass celebrated by Fr. Conrado
Beloso. Following the meeting an
interesting talk by Wendy Evans,
a retired nurse, who works with
Youth with a Mission, a group very
involved with the effort to stop
human trafficking. She was pleased
to hear that the CWL is involved in
efforts to promote resolutions to the
government to work towards the halt

Nelson CWL making pies for October 25 Bazaar, Brigida
Tummillo, Mary Gris(President), Pompea Savarin, Assunta
Lisanti, Angela Donisi, Marissa Iacullo and Skip Troyan

of trafficking. Based in Kona, Hawaii
with another operation in Scotland,
they are very active. St. Joseph’s
school hosted the recent Catholic
Schools Diocesan Convention. The
CWL and the K of C hosted the
lunches, with the ladies looking after
coffee breaks for the 3 days. Lots of
work, lots of fun, and great people.

Knights raise funds
By Angela Pomeroy

SPARWOOD - During Coal Miners Day, The Knights
of Columbus sponsored a special Soap Box Derby to raise
funds for the expansion of Lilac Terrace, a seniors’ home in
Sparwood. They raised $5,000 for the project. Joe Tracey gave
the cheque to Pat Reghenas of Lilac Terrace. Kyra’s Crew,
organized by Kyra von Matt, daughter of Grand Knight Gene
von Mattraised $547.60 in competition with Deputy Grand
Knight Allan Barrass.

Prayer to the Holy Family
Jesus, Mary and Joseph,
in you we contemplate
the splendour of true love,
to you we turn with trust.

FAMILY LIFE

Holy Family of Nazareth,
grant that our families too
may be places of communion and prayer,
authentic schools of the Gospel
and small domestic Churches.
Holy Family of Nazareth,
may families never again
experience violence, rejection and division:
may all who have been hurt or scandalized
find ready comfort and healing.
Holy Family of Nazareth,
make us once more mindful
of the sacredness and inviolability of the family,
and its beauty in God’s plan.
Jesus, Mary and Joseph,
graciously hear our prayer.
Amen.
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Testimony for the Family
By Lorna Demedeiros

Imagine driving 8.5 hours to talk
to strangers, sleep in an unfamiliar
bed, talk to strangers the next morning
and then drive home. This is what I
did for the past 3 weekends. Why, you
ask? To help present a Couples for
Christ (CFC) Christian Life Program
here in Nelson. For the past 10 years,
I have literally grown up in this
community- from CFC-Youth on to
Singles for Christ and now married to
my husband, serving in Couples. God
keeps challenging us to serve Him
and follow Him anywhere, including
this beautiful town. The parishioners

Editorial, Circulation and Advertising
Address:
Box 519 Fernie, BC, V0B 1M0
phone: 250-423-6127
fax: 250-423-3500
email: holyfamilyfernie@shaw.ca

in Nelson have shown me that
God’s love and His plan is a living,
breathing entity, and their faithful
witness has inspired my husband,
Matthew and I to “press towards the...
prize of supernal vocation of God in
Christ Jesus” (Phil 3:14) through this
charismatic ministry. We hope that
those committed to God’s plan for
the family will help us continue our
mission to be families in the Holy
Spirit renewing the face of the earth.

Publisher: Bishop John Corriveau, OFM Cap
Editor: Rev. Fr. Conrado Beloso
Associate Editors: Rev. Fr. Cerlouie Jimenez, Bob Greene
Staff: Marilyn Gareau, Mary Jane Leppard, Peter Reghenas, Lee
Abamonga, Mary Marasco, Regina Vinge, Hilda Cadorath, Angelo
Schianni, Betty Schianni, Dorothy Latak, Stan Latos
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New Superintendent
By Arthur M. Therrien

As the new Superintendent
of Schools for the Diocese of
Nelson I am looking forward to
building positive relationships
with the Board of Directors,
School Councils, Pastors, Parent
Groups, Administrators, staff
members, and parents to ensure
that our students continue to be
provided with the best Catholic
education. I believe that, in
conjunction with the home
and parish, we can educate the
whole child by addressing their
Spiritual, Physical, Intellectual,
Cultural, Emotional, and Social
development (S.P.I.C.E.S.). The
spiritual development of our
students and staff is what makes
us distinct from other schools
and therefore is of the highest
priority.

Born and raised in Duncan,
on Vancouver Island, I have
been a long-time member of
St. Edward’s Parish. Attending
Queen of Angels School as a
student, I was fortunate to return
there to begin my teaching career
as a Grade 7 teacher. Three
years later I became the viceprincipal and the three years
became the Acting Principal. I
then was appointed the Principal
of St. Andrew’s Regional High
School in Victoria for the next
seven years, to be followed by
a six year principal-ship to St.
Patrick’s School in Victoria.
In 2008 I returned to Queen
of Angels School, and for the
next seven years I served as
the Principal. In my last year I
also was appointed as a District

Principal, assisting with the
Superintendent’s office. I am
married to my wonderful wife
Marilyn, with three children and
eight grand-children.
I am very excited about the
new challenges and opportunities
this position will bring and look
forward to working closely with
all of the stakeholder groups as
we assess where we are at, and
develop a plan for the future
of Catholic education in the
Diocese of Nelson.

The Freedom of Forgiveness
By Gerry Sobie

Father John talked about
his experience. The judge asked
the young man why he did what
he had done. St. Rita’s pastor
was touched by the sincerity of
the young man as he addressed
the court and stated that his
actions had nothing to do
with religion and what he had
done was madness. Wilding
looked directly at Fr. John
and apologized. That pivotal

moment created a crossroads
for Fr. David John and others
in the courtroom. They could
have condemned Wilding with
justifications that this was a
second offence in the same city
within a year. They heard the
sincerity in the young man’s
voice and chose forgiveness.
With help, Lee Wilding can
change and be rehabilitated. It
will require work on his part
as well as the agencies in his
community that address people
with their needs. Wilding is
19 now. He will be released on
probation at age 21 in 2016.
Several conditions will be
imposed upon his release.
A grassroots movement
is gaining momentum around
the world and here in Canada.
In fact, our province is taking
a leadership role in Restorative
Justice, which is an alternative
to our Criminal Justice system.
Restorative
Justice
brings

I SAW AN ANGEL
By Derek Becher

I saw an angel on the sill,
The dawn of Christmas Day;
It gazed upon my little crèche
And pressed its hands to pray...
Her whispered words were weaving
Into frost upon the pane;
It printed pretty lyrics
That the seraph would proclaim.
And then she strummed a little harp,
So smoothly, gently, there
And then I heard her softly sing
This lovely little prayer:
“Little baby in the crib
I’ll guard you ever so;
Baby Jesus, I’m with you
Wherever you will go.”

SOCIAL JUSTICE

In the last issue of
Catholic Mountain Star (August
2014), Father David John wrote
about “Castlegar arsonist’s
second conviction”. He related
his experience of attending the
Court hearing for Lee Wilding
who was charged and convicted
of a second arson at Kinnaird
Church of God in Castlegar.
Wilding set fire to St. Rita’s
Church in the same city on the
Monday night of Holy Week
2013, which leveled both the
church and rectory.
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victims and offenders together
to look at the harm caused by
the crime committed and how it
might be repaired. The offender
acknowledges her/his crime and
is willing, with support, to take
responsibility for what (s)he
did. That’s the first step. Then
a burden falls on the shoulders
of the victim. Am I willing
to meet this “criminal” who
committed this offense which
has personally affected me? Am
I willing to hear why (s)he did
this? Am I willing to give this
person another chance? Can
I forgive again? With God’s
grace, we can forgive another
her/his trespasses and in the
process deal with the pain and
hurt inside of us transforming
it into healing, acceptance,
forgiveness, second chance and
new life.

She smiled so serenely, then,
Her face a lovely sight,
And fluttered to the heavens
In the Christmas morning light.
I saw an angel on the sill,
One blessed Christmas morn;
She sang a little Christmas prayer
When Christ our Lord was born.
December 2011

The Hail Mary
Hail Mary,
Full of Grace,
The Lord is with thee.
Blessed art thou among women,
and blessed is the fruit
of thy womb, Jesus.
Holy Mary,
Mother of God,
pray for us sinners now,
and at the hour of death.
Amen.
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Alcohol Liability Insurance
By CeceSinotte

Alcohol Liability Insurance must
be purchased when an outside group
is using parish and/or school facilities
and is serving alcohol. The insurance
is granted on an event by event basis;
the renter completes an application
form (found on the Diocese of
Nelson website) and submits it to
the parish/school with payment. The
parish/school deposits the payment,
and sends the application by email,
fax or mail to the Diocesan Finance
Office for processing. The premium
costs are passed on directly by the
parish/school to the renters. The
renter must also purchase a Special
Occasion Licence from the Liquor
Board through any government
agent liquor store. The Alcohol
Liability Insurance Policy is not
required to be purchased only if
an outside organization provides a
Certificate of Insurance certifying
that they have Comprehensive
General Liability coverage which
includes Host Liquor Liability.

Alcohol Liability Insurance is
not required for parish/school hosted
events, as these events are included
under our the General Liability
Insurance Policy held by the churches,
schools and missions under the
Diocese of Nelson. However, the
parish/school must obtain a Special
Occasion Licence if alcohol will be
sold at a parish/school event.

FREQUENTLY ASKED
QUESTIONS
WHAT IS CLASSIFIED AS A
PARISH/SCHOOL HOSTED
EVENT?
If a parish/school plans and hosts
the event (e.g. type of event, guest list,
date, time, menu etc.) and the event
is closed to the public, additional
insurance is not required. An example
of this type of event is a Volunteer
Appreciation Dinner hosted by the
parish, or a family dance hosted by the
School. Parishioners/school families

must purchase Alcohol Liability
Insurance through us if they host an
event (such as an Anniversary dinner)
and serve alcohol.
IF PARISHIONERS/SCHOOL
FA M I L I E S
USE
THE
FACILITIES AT NO CHARGE
DO THEY STILL NEED
ALCOHOL LIABILITY
INSURANCE?
It is best to charge at least a nominal
amount for hall rental and require that
the users sign a rental agreement. In
any case the lending of the facility does
not constitute a parish/school hosted
event and the insurance is required.
W H AT I F A L C O H O L I S
NOT SOLD, BUT WILL BE
PROVIDED AT NO CHARGE
WITH DINNER?
Alcohol Liability Insurance must
be purchased if alcohol is served at
a non-parish/school hosted event,
whether it is sold or provided at no
charge.

December 2014
THE HALL FOR A FUNERAL
AND WILL PROVIDE A
LIMITED AMOUNT OF WINE
The parishioner must purchase
Alcohol Liability Insurance. The
determining factor is whether or not
alcohol will be served.
ARE SOCIETIES SUCH AS
THE CATHOLIC WOMEN’S
LEAGUE AND THE KNIGHTS
OF COLUMBUS COVERED
UNDER OUR POLICY?
No. Fraternal Societies are
described in our policy as legal
entities that are independent of the
Diocese but may share common
goals. Under our insurance policy
the CWL and K of C are examples of
Fraternal Societies; they must apply
for Alcohol Liability Insurance
when using parish/school facilities.
For further information you can
contact Cece Sinotte @ phone#
(250)448-2725 ext. 230 or email
cece.sinotte@nelsondiocese.org

A PARISHIONER IS USING

Pilgrimage of Faith had a good year
By Marina Smith, Secretary Pilgrimage of Faith Appeal

Season’s Greetings to All
Readers of our Catholic Mountain
Star!
The Pilgrimage of Faith Appeal
Committee had an eventful year
with the 2013/2014 Campaign
which ended on September 30,
2014.
The
committee
processed
during this last campaign:
Youth Subsidies to the
following parishes/organizations:
Holy Cross (Creston),
Immaculate Conception, Our Lady of
Lourdes (West Kelowna), St. Charles
Garnier, Cathedral Mary Immaculate,
North Okanagan Deanery, St. Ann’s
(Penticton), Steubenville NW and
Sacred Heart (Grand Forks).
Capital Rebates to
following parishes/schools:

the

Holy Cross School, Pius X.
(Kelowna), Our Lady of Lourdes
(West Kelowna), St. Anne’s
(Osoyoos), Christ the King (Oliver),
Sacred Heart (Grand Forks), St, Mary
School (Cranbrook), Holy Family
(Fernie), Our Lady of Lourdes School,
St. Charles Garnier (Kelowna),
Sacred Heart (Greenwood), Sacred
Heart (Rossland), St. Ann (Penticton),
Sacred Heart (Kimberley), St. Joseph
(Jaffray), Holy Cross (Creston), Holy
Trinity (Trail).
Lay Ministry Support for
members of:
Holy Child (Summerland),
Cathedral Mary Immaculate, Sacred
Heart (Grand Forks), Sacred Heart
(Greenwood), Holy Trinity (Trail).
There were also many other
beneficiaries receiving support through
the Pastoral Programs, Office of Faith
Formation and Seton House. The

Pilgrimage of Faith Appeal continues to
support the formation of 6 seminarians,
7 retired priests, our Catholic Schools
and the continuing education of Fr.
Gerald Sekanga in canon law.
For the 2014/2015 Pilgrimage
of Faith Appeal Campaign, over
10,700 envelopes were prepared
and delivered to all parishes for
distribution after Masses. Hopefully
many of you took the opportunity
to pick up your pledge card thereby
helping us to contain postage costs.
The Committee encourages
everyone to support the initiatives
covered by the Pilgrimage of Faith
Appeal. Our entire programme is
detailed in The Pilgrimage of Faith
Statute which is available online at
www.nelsondiocese.org.
The Committee would also like
to thank all who have participated in
the Catholic Mountain Star Survey
regarding its distribution. The

responses received to date have been
implemented.
The Pilgrimage of Faith
Committee assists the Diocese in
supporting you, our parishes and our
priests through equitable distribution
of Appeal funds to our many
parishes and programs. If you have
any questions or comments, please
address them to the Committee
through any of the following means:
E-mail
pof@nelsondiocese.org
Telephone
250-448-2725 ext. 240
Mail
Catholic Pastoral Centre, 3665
Benvoulin Road, Kelowna, BC
V1W 4M7

