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“Let’s build up in the comfort
of the Holy Sprit” (cf. Acts 9:31)
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BISHOP’S MESSAGE

“Thank God ahead of time”
Dear sisters and brothers,
May the Lord give you peace!
By the time this edition of the Mountain Star arrives at your
home, work will have begun on the construction of the new
Chancery Office and Pastoral Centre for the Diocese of Nelson.
This new undertaking of our Diocesan family is the fruit of two
years of reflection, dialogue and planning.
The dialogue was carried out in the College of Consultors,
Senate of Priests, Diocesan Pastoral Council and the town hall
meetings conducted in all parishes of the Diocese during the past
two years. The planning was carried out primarily by a Building
Committee which began its work in the spring of 2009. The
Building Committee reported regularly to the Diocesan Finance
Committee.
The new Chancery Office and Pastoral Centre will be built
on Benvoulin Road in Kelowna adjacent to St. Charles Garnier
Church. In anticipation of the new offices and pastoral centre, a
Bishop’s Residence was established on the same property. This
pre-existing residence was prepared at minimal cost and was
occupied toward the end of 2009.
The new Chancery Office and Pastoral Centre will include the
following: Bishop’s Office, Office of the Executive Secretary,
Chancellors’ Office, Finance Office, Office of the Pilgrimage
of Faith, Office of the Marriage Tribunal, Office of Religious
Education, the Archives of the Diocese and a Diocesan Board
Room. The new centre will also house the offices of the Catholic
Independence Schools of Nelson Diocese (CISND). The centre
will include two meeting rooms which will be used by the St.
Charles Garnier Parish. The construction costs for these two
meeting rooms will be borne by St. Charles Garnier Parish.
The budget for this project (excluding Bishop’s Residence and
Chancery Office Furnishings) is set at one million, two hundred
thousand dollars ($1,200,000.00). These costs will be divided as
follows:
St. Charles Garnier Parish (cost of meeting rooms): $ 158,000.00
Diocese of Nelson:
Total Budget:

1,042,000.00
$1,200,000.00

The division of costs between the Diocese and St. Charles
Garnier Parish is based on the percentage of floor space being
created for each, namely 86.8% of the floor space will be
occupied by the Diocese, 13.2% by St. Charles Garnier Parish.
Adding the cost of the Bishop’s Residence (approximately
$60,000.00) and the cost of furnishing the new Chancery Office
and Pastoral Centre (approximately $100,000.00), it is projected
that this entire project can be completed at a total cost to the
Diocese of one million, two hundred thousand dollars. This cost
will provide both the Diocesan Office and Bishop’s Residence.

Bishop John Corriveau, OFM Cap.

As indicated during the town hall meetings conducted in each
parish, we have decided to finance the new Chancery Office and
Pastoral Centre without resorting to a new...continued on page 4
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Golden Jubilee
Celebration
For Bishop Emeritus
Eugene Jerome Cooney
5th Bishop of the
Diocese of Nelson.
Sunday, 29, August, 2010
At Immaculate Conception
Church, Kelowna, BC
At the 11 AM Mass.
Reception to follow.

Lady of Good
Counsel luncheon
On April 26, 2010, St. Mary’s
CWL, Cranbrook, hosted
the Lady of Good Counsel
luncheon.

Three ladies received their 50
year pins, all from St. Mary’s
CWL. Dora Spooner, Mary
Gall and Laurette Laprise.

60 members attended from
St. Mary’s CWL, Cranbrook,
Christ the Servant CWL
Cranbrook and Sacred Heart
CWL, Kimberley.

Jude Telzaff, President
Sacred Heart CWL, Marilyn
McClinchey, President Christ
The Servant CWL, Linda

Lancaster, President St.
Mary’s CWL, Sister Grace,
Marywood, Alice Hallgren,
CWL Diocesan President,
Sister Nina, Marywood.

Parishioners appreciation evening
Each year in early spring, the parishes
of St. Francis/St. Anthony and Our
Lady of Perpetual Help in Trail host an
evening event to express appreciation
for one another... “Celebrating Us”.
This year it was hosted by St. Francis/
St. Anthony in their parish hall. There
was a wonderful turnout of people who
brought with them a joyful spirit of
camaraderie and fun. Oh, yes, the food
was great too!
– Maureen Wiley, Trail Catholic Parishes

O Priest of God, I thank you.
By: Sem. Cerlouie F. Jimenez

On the day you said Yes to God’s call,
O Priest of God, I thank you.
On the day you opened heaven’s door,
O Priest of God, I thank you.
Many Trials and challenges I’ve been,
You opened your ears and listened,
O Priest of God, I thank you.
With all the burdens that I have,
You still are ready to share your love,
O priest of God, I thank you.
For the grace to turn bread into Christ’s body,
O Priest of God, I thank you.
With this, I am nourished fully,
O Priest of God, I thank you.
I may not always see, the heavy yoke you carry,
I know you’ll always be, a man ready to help me.
O Priest of God, I thank you.
For through you, God’s graces flow
In holiness and beauty,
May you ever grow.
As we end the year of the priests, let us be reminded
of the many sacrifices that these shepherds of souls
have embraced for all of us. May we continually
pray for their sanctification and for the guidance
of all those who are on the way to ordination.
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diocesanwide appeal. We do not wish
to undermine the
annual
Pilgrimage of Faith Appeal
which finances so many essential
Diocesan and Community
services. More important, we
do not wish to undermine the
financial health of our parishes,
many of which are small and,
as such, always challenged
financially. Therefore, we have
agreed upon a three-pronged
financial plan:
Four hundred thousand
dollars ($400,000.00) will be
withdrawn from our Diocesan
reserves.
The remaining eight hundred
thousand dollars ($800,000.00)
will be borrowed from the
consolidated parish fund of the
Diocese and repaid over the
next several years by a special
3% levy to be added to the
“cathedraticum” or Diocesan
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tax which is paid by each parish
to support the needs of the
Diocese. For this reason, we
ask you to consider increasing
your normal Sunday offerings
by three or four percent to
cover this added burden to the
finances of your parish family.
The construction cost of
the new Chancery Office
and Pastoral Centre will be
approximately $150.00 per
square foot.
Beyond the
contributions listed above, you
may wish to make a donation
in honour or in memory of a
loved one. The new Chancery
Office and Pastoral Centre will
have a Donors’ Wall.
For
those who wish, gifts of one
square foot or more will be
memorialized on the Donor’s
Wall. There will be no formal
fundraising effort. You may
make your gift by placing it
in one of the envelopes which

will be available in all of our
parishes.
These envelopes
may be dropped in the Sunday
collection baskets in your parish
or sent directly to the Diocesan
Office in Nelson. Income tax
receipts will be issued by the
Diocese. Memorial gifts will
decrease the parish portion of
the costs listed above.
A much-loved and holy
Capuchin
brother
from
Detroit, Fr. Solanus Casey,
was accustomed to tell people:
“Thank God ahead of time!”
I thank our God and Father
and I thank you in advance
for your generous response to
this important new initiative
in the service of our Diocesan
Church.
Fraternally in Christ,
+John Corriveau, OFMCap.
Bishop of Nelson

Parishioners
acknowledge pastoral
assistant’s
25 years of service
By Darlene Jackson
and Cece Sinotte

On Sunday June 6, 2010
parishioners of Immaculate
Conception
Church
in
Kelowna gathered together at
the parish breakfast to honour
Ann Matthews for her 20
years of service as Pastoral
Assistant and Coordinator of
Religious Education for the
parish. Previous to her role
at Immaculate Conception
Church, Ann was a catechism
coordinator at Holy Spirit
Parish in Kelowna for five
years.
In honour of Ann’s 25
years of service in the Nelson
Diocese, a certificate and a

letter was awarded to Ann,
on behalf of Bishop John
Corriveau, OFM Cap. and
Lucille Lauriente, Director
of the Office of Religious
Education in Nelson.
Fr.
Peter
Tompkins
thanked Ann for her years
of service to the parish.
Ann was also recognized by
Ann Pilon on behalf of the
Catholic Women’s League,
and Bob Ingram representing
the Knights of Columbus.
A book of prayers and well
wishes from parishioners
was presented to her at the
breakfast.
In an earlier celebration the
children and volunteers from

the Children’s Liturgy and
Catechism classes honoured
Ann for her dedication and
contribution in Religious
Education.
Ann has been involved
in Baptism, First Eucharist,
Confirmation and RCIA
preparations and celebrations.
Parishioners are extremely
grateful for all the work Ann
has done for Immaculate
Conception parish, and we are
blessed to have Ann as part of
our Catholic community.
Frank, Corinne, Eric
and Christie included the
following sentiment in a
Spiritual Bouquet for Ann:

Ann Matthews thanking her well wishers

You’re a shining example to all who know you,
With your positive outlook and all that you do.
Your gentle nature and kind heart,
Your constant giving sets you apart!
We love you Ann and wish you the best.
May God grant you peace and a well deserved rest!
You have been a gift for many years
As you retire there will be tears!
June 2010
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Show of support
May 12, 2010
Dear Members of the Kelowna Catholic Schools Council:
St. Charles Garnier Parish Council assures the School
Council that it will continue to support school council
decisions. Our financial support of our Catholic Schools
is unconditional, and our subsidy will not be reduced, but
rather continue to increase annually as finances allow.
St. Charles Garnier Parish Council has complete
confidence in the members of the School Council to fulfill
their mandate and to manage the finances of our schools in
the best possible manner.
Yours in Christ,
Rev. Wayne Pfliger: Pastor
Ed. Rollheiser, Council Chair
Phone: (250)860-6776
Fax:
(250)860-0542
E-mail: wcpflig@shaw.ca

M A R R I A G E P R E PARATION IS ESSENTIAL
We believe that marriage preparation courses are essential. These courses need to ask the
tough questions that the couple needs to hear.

SO WHAT’S TO BE DONE?
A positive approach by Pastors concerning marriage. A Mass celebrating marriage yearly
would be a great start.
Challenging young couples to think about the tough questions within marriage preparation
classes.
Programs that encourage group interaction among young married couples.
Visible & available marriage help when needed at low cost.
Developing a group of mentors / lay counselors within the Diocese & Parish.
Encouragement from the pulpit for couples to participate in marriage enhancement programs.

Gerry & Marie Prior (GemCare Counselling)
250 809 9762 gem care@shaw.ca
www.gemcarecounselling.com

St. Mary’s Valentine Tea

St. Mary’s CWL Cranbrook held their annual Valentine Tea on February 13 in St. Mary’s Church hall. The tea was held from 11:30 to 2:30 pm.
This event is held to send a few of our members to our annual convention. Submitted by Marilynne Ferguson, CWL past president.
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EDITORIAL

Steubenville NW Catholic
Youth Conference

Church needs
wide open door
“Petty gossip of dominant opinions” was a
phrase used by the Vatican in its strong reaction
to Austrian Cardinal Christoph Schoenborn
who expressed frustration at former Vatican
Secretary of State Cardinal Angelo Sodano’s
handling of clerical sex abuse cases.
This “petty gossip” will remain unless the church
acknowledges and listens to Church leaders
and members who are willing to help, without
malice or compromise, present and foster better
response to the problems and issues that confront
the Church.
When voices for healing arise, the narrow door
of the gospel should not be used to control and
stifle. Neither should it define the Church’s
attitude. A simple act of opening wide the door
can offer a better climate for hope.
– CB

The Steubenville Northwest
Catholic Youth Conference
has moved to the Spokane
Convention
Center/INB
Performing Arts Center
and youth from all over
the northwestern states and
Canada are getting excited
for this major, annual event.
Regional Organizers Bob
Falkner and Peggy Martinez
hope the new location will
allow the conference to serve
more youth. “The change of
venue has opened up some
exciting
opportunities,”
Martinez said.
Krisi Christensen of
Oregon City, OR brought the
St. John the Apostle Youth
Group for the first time last
summer after a fellow youth
minister, Monica Cavinaw,
had shared about her youth
group’s experience at the
conference.
According
to Christensen, the youth
came back “so-on-fire” that
their number of attendees
doubled. One of the new

attendees, Elayne Ingram
said
Steubenville
NW,
“sounds inspiring because it’s
not some three hour lecture;
it’s fun-filled, faith-filled
activities that youth would
enjoy.” Parents are coming to
help in order to see what their
kids came home so excited
about. “It is wonderful to
see the young church come
alive,” Christensen said, “It
is just overwhelming when
you walk in and see so many
youth praising God.”
This year’s biggest group
is also traveling the farthest.
FaceToFace Ministries of
Saskatoon,
Saskatchewan
hosts youth from several
Canadian provinces for a
10-day summer pilgrimage
every year. Jon Courchene,
director of the FaceToFace
Steubenville
Pilgrimage,
brought his group two years
ago and has decided to come
back this year. He saw the
faith of many come alive
at the Steubenville NW

Conference. Some of the
pilgrimage’s adult chaperones
were converted as youth at
a Steubenville Conference
years ago. “It impacts you
now, and through your entire
life,” Courchene said, “The
youth just love it.”
Cathy Chase is the youth
minister at St. Mary’s in Deer
Park, WA. She volunteered
last year to see what the
conference had to offer and
is now bringing her group.
She feels it will be good for
Catholic youth from such a
small town to get a bigger
picture of church. She hopes
her youth group will come
away with a sense that they
are not alone in their Catholic
faith.
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~ Church Supplies ~ Gifts & Jewelry ~ Music
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Holy Cross School highlights many blessings
PENTICTON -As the current
school year draws to a close we
celebrate the many blessings
that we have enjoyed at Holy
Cross. Once again the students
from Grades Six to Grade Eight
participated in the District
Science Fair. We congratulate
Gold award winners: Brayden
Wheeler (2nd overall), Keaton
Hauschild
(3rd
overall)
Nykaila Wheeler and Chelsey
Maderia. Silver award winners
included Ryan Blystone and
Christina D’Aoust. Brayden
Wheeler also received a Silver
award for his backboard. Our
Gold award winners advanced
to the Central Okanagan
Regional Science Fair at the
University of British Columbia
Okanagan Campus. Chelsey
Madeira and Nykaila Wheeler
received Bronze medals in
the Introductory (Grade 6)
Category. Keaton Hauschild, a
Junior, (Grade 7 & 8 ) received
a Silver Medal.
Students in Grade Six
participated in the Poetry
Institute of Canada Young
Writers Contest.
Chelsey
Madeira, Jarrod Mendonca,
Simon Paisley, Julia Speirs,
Paul Jacyna, Austin Milanovic,
Breila Christou, Ryan Keilty,
Christina D’Aoust Sheldon
de Kock-Kruger and Joseph
Campagnaro will have their
creative
writing
entries
published in a book entitled
The Dragon’s Tale.
Christina D’Aoust’s black
and white illustration for a
poster contest commemorating
Remembrance Day was chosen
from the many applications
received by the Penticton
Branch of the Royal Canadian
Legion to receive an award.
In April Bishop Cooney
celebrated the Sacrament of
Confirmation with the Grade
Seven students. Grade Two
celebrated their First Eucharist
in May. We pray that through
the grace of these sacraments
and the example set by parents,
staff, clergy and parishioners

that these children grow in
their knowledge and love of the
Lord.
Another exciting event for
our entire school was attending
the Okanagan Symphony. This
year’s offering was a program
entitled “How Canada Came
To Be,” the work of talented
Okanagan musician, Rhonda
Draper. All the students were
actively engaged throughout
the program in which the actors
told their stories and acted out
historical events.
Students
were encouraged to join in the
singing of songs of Canadian
heritage. The choreography and
the power point added greatly
to the entire presentation. It
was an artistic highlight and
once again the Okanagan
Symphony demonstrated their
fine musicianship and artistic
talents.
The Holy Cross choir
finished their busy season
having had opportunities to
sing at Sunday liturgies for St.
Ann’s and St. John Vianney
in Penticton and Holy Child
Parish in Summerland. In
addition, the choir performed at
several extended care facilities,
and for many organizations and
at several venues throughout
Penticton.
Thanks to dedicated parents,
school parents and parishioners
our Annual Black Tie Spring
Fling was, once again, very
successful.
As well, our
gratitude goes out to business
owners, community members
and guests from other Catholic
schools. All elements, from
the venue to the dinner, the
silent and live auction, and
the entertainment showcased
helped everyone enter into a
fun-filled, community building
evening.
This Spring the school track
team, Grades Three through
Eight, practiced twice each
week in preparation for sporting
events in the city. Grade Three
students participated in a 2.5

km cross-country run in the
West Bench. Grades Four
and Five participated in the
annual District Track meet,
and the Grades Six through
Eight participated in the
District Middle School Track
Meet. Several of our students
were very successful, placing
in the top rankings in their
events. We are very proud
of all the students who were
dedicated to practices and to
setting their own personal best
performance.

successful fundraiser for Holy
Cross.

Lourdes Elementary School in
Westbank.

We extend our congratulation
and bid adieu to our very own
Ms. Dianne Letendre. Ms.
Letendre has been named the
new principal at Our Lady of

Our final assembly was held
on June 29. We celebrated the
achievements of not only our
Grade Eight graduates, but
those of all the students.

The Primary Grades were
able to enjoy the annual
Children’s Festival held in
Penticton in May.
Good
weather prevailed and the
children returned to school in
great spirits.

KELOWNA - Proper
liturgy involves participation
by as many participants as
possible, to varying degrees of
activity. Planning such liturgy
can be a joy and has great
rewards for the planners.

The Kindergarten assembly
was delightful, and the audience
was impressed by the talented
youngsters. We anticipate great
things from the twenty-five
Kindergartens that will enter
school in September 2010. The
Grade 7/8 class provided the
final performance assembly
with a musical production
entitled “Dig It”. The students
acted, sang and danced their
way through the Ancient World.
It was an excellent culminating
activity for the Social Studies
curriculum.

At St. Charles Garnier
Parish, this year’s Easter
generated
increased
participation and extensive
planning.

Our school continues to
support the Holy Childhood
program
through
various
activities and our total has
reached $1000. In addition,
at the end of June the school
will collecting any remaining
school supplies. These will be
donated to the Canadian Food
for Children, an organization
that oversees the distribution
of these and many other
needed supplies to children in
the world who struggle to meet
their basic needs.
Our school shopping card
program, begun in October
2008, has now generated over
$30,000. We wish to thank
all those who have assisted in
making this program such a

Increased participation
noted at Easter celebrations
By Keith Germaine

It began on Palm Sunday’s
pageant liturgy for children
where costumes abounded
and the presence of live
animals lent new meaning
to Jesus triumphant entry
into Jerusalem. The shouts
of Hosanna and waving of
palms helped the youthful
participants be a part of liturgy
rather than observers of the
celebration.
On Good Friday the
procession and the veneration
was done with a life-size
cross. This seemed more
real and sped up the long
process as the church was
overflowing. The Gospel was
done in parts, and minimal
costuming was used. The
congregation was encouraged
to join in the crowd parts of
the gospel. After communion
and just before everyone left
the “dead” Jesus was carried
on a stretcher and placed in
front of his grieving mother
for the final song. This pietà
was moving to so many
parishioners.

The Vigil began with a
large fire elevated 4 feet high
and everyone had to walk
around it to get into church.
Many stopped to marvel at its
colour and warmth. Everyone
then gathered around the fire
for the beginning of the Vigil.
At the closing song the “risen”
Jesus appeared standing in a
risen pose.
One of the music ministry
groups chose to do all 3
liturgies – Holy Thursday,
Good Friday and Easter Vigil
– which created a unifying
theme of music and music
styles and those singing took
part with vigor. A soloist
visiting from Regina sang
“Prepare Ye” from Godspell
as an introduction on Holy
Thursday, while some youth
distributed flyers calling on
those attending to “turn to the
Lord”. The same soloist sang
the Gethsamane song from
Jesus Christ Superstar to end
the liturgy of Holy Thursday.
With the lights left dimmed
one had a real sense of the dark
time that Jesus experienced.
The celebrations required
quite a lot of coordinating, a
lot of practice by the singers,
a generously willing Pastor,
and the cooperation of the
Liturgy Committee.
They were also seen
as important moments to
invite anyone who had been
estranged from the church to
come back.
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Theresa Versluys
with St. Theresa’s
70th Anniversary
cake.

70th Anniversary
St. Theresa CWL

The Grade 7 class, with teacher
Mrs. Vikki Souto, at their
Confirmation held on April 17.
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Clergy Retreat in Spokane

Priests from Nelson
Diocese who joined the
Diocese of Spokane
for their annual retreat
on May 17-21, 2010 at
Immaculate Heart Retreat
Center in Spokane.
BACK (l-r): Fr. Peter
Thompkins, Fr. Rex
M. Velmonte, Fr.
Francis de la Cruz
FRONT (l-r): Fr. Dave
de Sousa, Fr. George
Pfliger, Bishop William
Sklystad (retiring bishop
of Spokane), Msgr.
Charles Mulvihill, and
Deacon Owen Cummins
(retreat director from
Mount Angel Seminary)

Catechism children work
hard for other children
By Lucy Riley
Religious Education Coordinator for Christ
the King Parish in Oliver

OLIVER - This year, 22 Grade 6
and 7 Catechism students from Christ
the King Parish, worked hard to raise
a total of $2712.83 for Canadian Food
for Children, a non-profit organization
which consists of a group of volunteers
who raise funds, purchase food, and
gather goods for the hungry children in
developing countries.
Grade 6 students; Jaden Alaric,
Sabrina and Patricia Fortunato, Jamie
Fortune, Levi Harris, Adam Houle, Arin
Martins, Devon & Brody Mazzei, and
Liam and Paige Riley, along with their
teacher Mrs. Paula Martins, participated
in their 2nd Annual “Ball Nighter”, an
all night event of prayer, song, games
and fellowship, held in our church. For
this event, the students collected pledges
and held a bake sale to raise their portion

of $1312.04. Last year’s event, was
used to purchase balls for the children
in these countries, hence the name “Ball
Nighter”.
Grade 7 Confirmation students;
Austin Basso, Julian Bontorin, Marko
Bosnjak, Bryan Demchuk, Kaylee
Lesmeister, Cienna Marshall, Cheryce
Martine, Darlene and Ryan Melgar, Nick
Oliveira, and Brandon Souto, along with
their teacher Mrs. Vikki Souto, raised
$1400.79 through a fall Chilli/Spaghetti
Cook-Off Event and Silent Auction and
the year long recycling of bottles and
cans donated by parishioners.
On May 7, some of these students
presented the volunteers with the
collected money and enjoyed working
at the Canadian Food for Children
warehouse in Penticton.
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Kimberley
ladies
awarded
St. Valentine’s Day Mass at
Sacred Heart Church in Kimberley
was made extra special by two of
our CWL “Women of Peace and
Hope”. This particular Mass was
prepared by the CWL ladies who in
turn took part in reading, serving,
ushering,
greeting,
singing,
Eucharistic ministry and preparing
coffee and goodies after Mass. The
wonderful moment arrived when to
the total surprise of Vera Cecco and
June Frocklage they were escorted
by 4th degree Knights of Columbus
to receive the Bellelle Guerin
award and a beautiful pin. Bellelle,
the foundress of the Catholic
Women’s League of Canada was a
woman of tremendous vision and
an excellent role model of solidarity
and love for her country and God.
Sacred Heart CWL are honoured
to recognize Vera and June with
this award. They both have been
members for over 40 years and
have given extraordinary service
while showing dedication and love
towards the mission of the Catholic
Women’s League of Canada.

Catholic Women’s
League of BC met
with provincial
government leaders

VICTORIA - For the
fourteenth time, a delegation
from BC & Yukon Provincial
Council of The Catholic
Women’s League of Canada
met in Victoria with Liberal and
New Democratic party MLA’s
to present and discuss CWL
resolutions. The delegation
consisted of Marianna Caldwell

(Aldergrove),
president,
Nancy Simms (Kamloops),
president-elect, and Sandra
Stajduhar (Trail), Resolutions
chairperson.
Information on the CWL
and the resolutions was
prepared and given to the
MLA’s
beforehand,
and

included all 2009 resolutions
as well as information on some
past resolutions still of interest.
Briefs, bibliographies and
action plans were included. In
the oral presentation, specific
items of concern, particularly
in BC, were highlighted. The
meeting was held March 31,
2010.
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“Where Can I Make
a Difference?”
By Louise McEwan

In a scene from the 1990
film, Jesus of Montreal, Pilate
philosophizes about morality
in his quest for truth. A man
of power, Pilate desperately
seeks the wisdom of Jesus, a
man he perceives as powerless.
He asks, “What is truth?” The
scene makes clear that power
and truth are not synonymous.
With Pilate, we might ask,
“What is truth?” The life and
death of Jesus exemplify truth
speaking to power.
Jesus’
proclamation of the kingdom of
God speaks as powerfully today
to injustice and oppression as it
did millennia ago.
In his public ministry,
Jesus confronted the religious
authorities through his works
and words. He demonstrated
a new way of relating to
one another and to God.
Although
Jesus
revealed
the “kind,” “tenderhearted,”
and “forgiving” (Ephesians
4:32) character of God, he
occasionally became angry.
In his Passion, however,
Jesus spoke to power through
submission. He was “like a
sheep that before its shearers

Old
Convent
Fire
This is what remains of
the Old Fernie Convent
that was burnt by unknown
persons last June 23, 2010.

is silent, so he did not open his
mouth” (Isaiah 55:7).
As followers of Christ,
we are called to speak to the
powers that bind people. In the
spirit of Lent, we can examine
our conduct. Where can we
improve our discipleship in
speaking the truth to power?
As a follower of Christ, do
I affirm the dignity of every
person?
• Do I recognize the power
of hopelessness and extend
myself to the homeless, the
mentally ill, and the lonely?
• Do I speak out against
the power of destructive
attitudes, like prejudice,
racism, and sexism?
• Do I allow the power of
selfishness to negatively
influence my treatment of
others?
• Do I know when silence is
the best response?
• What can I do to strengthen
my beliefs and to make a
difference?
As a follower of Christ, do I
promote social justice?
• Do I engage in efforts to
alleviate and reduce poverty

at home and abroad?
• Do I support activities and
organizations, nationally and
internationally, that advance
the welfare and rights of
indigenous peoples?
• What can I do to strengthen
my beliefs and to make a
difference?
As a follower of Christ, do I
exercise proper stewardship of
creation?
• Do I support initiatives
that call for action against
corporate powers that seek
to privatize water or destroy
sensitive ecosystems?
• Do I reign in my desire for
material things against the
power of consumerism?
• Do I monitor my use of
natural resources against the
power of convenience?
• What can I do to strengthen
my beliefs and to make a
difference?
May the content of our lives
speak the truth to power as
we journey with Jesus toward
Jerusalem.
Louise McEwan is a religion
columnist for the Trail Daily
Times, Trail, British Columbia.
She has a BA in English
Literature and a BTh. She is a
former teacher and catechist
and is interested in adult faith
formation.

Ed Maurier - trying to be an Irishman. Taken on
March 17, 2010 at the Beef on a Bun put on the
Knights of Columbus Council 1406. The dinner was
held at St. Mary’s Parish Hall, Cranbrook.
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Altar servers appreciation banquet - Kelowna
Submitted by Christine
Pineault, Vice-President for
Vocations, Serra Kelowna*

In honour of the Year for Priests,
Serra Kelowna hosted an Altar
Server’s Appreciation Banquet for
all Altar Servers from Westbank to
Winfield on Friday, April 9, 2010 at
St. Pius X Parish in Kelowna. The
8 parishes involved were: Our Lady
of Lourdes, St. Pius X, Immaculate
Conception, Ukrainian Catholic,
St. Charles Garnier, Holy Spirit, St.
Theresa and St. Edward. Special
guests in attendance were Bishop
John Corriveau, Bishop Eugene
Cooney, Msgr. Charles Mulvihill,

Above: Bishop Corriveau presents certificates of
appreciation to Blaise Beauchemin, Benjamin Prehofer
and Elijah Kishor from St. Charles Garnier Parish.

Sr. Maria de Concepcion gives a presentation to the girl
Altar Servers about her congregation in the Philippines.

Fr. Bart van Roijen and Sr. Maria
Concepcion Garcia Daran, a
Franciscan Nun from Kamloops.
With those of the 129 Altar Servers
who attended, their families and
our special guests, we filled the hall
with 185 happy faces!
The delicious pasta meal was
prepared by Lorenzo Meneguzzi
and Tinah & Dinh Tran. The
combination of Italian and
Vietnamese expertise made for a
delectable meal! In order to eat, each
table had to answer a skill-testing
faith-related question. Only Altar
Servers were allowed to answer
the question, with NO HELP from
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anyone else (especially the
clergy!). A correct answer
won that table the right to
proceed to the food. The
most challenging question
was: “What is the name for
the 2 little containers that
hold the water and the wine
at Mass?” After a deafening
silence, one Altar Server
saved the day by answering:
“Cruets!” His hungry table
companions were very
grateful for his knowledge!
After the cake was
served, the male Altar
Servers gathered with Fr.
Bart van Roijen, who gave
them a talk on vocations.
He thanked them for their
service, and reminded them
that they were not serving
the priest as much as they
were serving Christ and His
Church. He told them that
we are all meant to use our
lives to serve others, and
that laying down our lives
in service never really has
an end. Fr. Bart shared the
story of how his brother was
the one his family expected
to become a priest, and it
was only when his brother
decided not to enter the
seminary, that Fr. Bart
figured he would give it a
try! He described seminary
life to the servers, touching
on some of the studies and
spiritual life components, as
well as sharing some of the
joyful activities and trips
they took, sports they played
and fun they had. One of
his favourite memories
included a seminary-wide
hide-and-go-seek game that
found Fr. Bart climbing into
the projector hole of the
projector room, and falling
on top of the last person
who needed to be found!
While the boys were
being instructed by Fr. Bart,
the female Altar Servers
were in the Church with
Sr. Maria Concepcion. She

showed them an interesting
PowerPoint
presentation
on the history of her
Congregation which started
in Holland, and later on
expanded to Indonesia, the
Philippines, Thailand, Japan
and Kenya, and is now in
Kamloops, B.C. The girls
got a good taste of what
the religious life entails for
Franciscan Nuns, and all
the loving, charitable work
they do for God’s people.
She also showed them some
fascinating slides of the
work she had been doing
in Africa where she was a
missionary for 15 years,
including some beautiful
shots of Africa, the Maasai
people, and even some
giraffes! She told them the
story of how she decided to
become a Nun, and answered
many curious questions.
We are very grateful to Sr.
Maria for making the trip to
Kelowna to share her story
with us and our children.
After the talks, the
children reassembled in
the hall, where Bishop
Corriveau
handed
out
Certificates of Appreciation
to all the Altar Servers.
Each certificate was signed
by
Bishop
Corriveau,
Moses Sanchez, president
of Serra Kelowna, and the
child’s pastor. A good time
was had by all, and many
parents expressed their
thanks to Serra Kelowna for
helping teach their children
about the need for and the
beauty of vocations to the
priesthood and religious
life.
* Serra’s mission is to
foster and promote vocations
to the ministerial priesthood
and consecrated religious
life, while fulfilling our
own call to holiness in Jesus
Christ and through the Holy
Spirit.

Secular franciscans
welcome new members

“The Little Flowers of St. Francis” – Kelowna, BC
FRONT: Linda Adams, Sandra Kavanagh, Alice McCrea, Rolf Meinecke
BACK: Diane Schmid, Kathy Cox, Moses Sanchex, Lillian Stamer
KELOWNA – The Secular Franciscan
Order in Kelowna, BC welcomed two new
members: Kathy Cox and Moses Sanchez.
The Profession of the new members into
the Secular Franciscan Order was a happy
celebration within a Mass at St. Charles
Garnier Church in Kelowna on February
27. Bishop John Corriveau officiated.
Bishop John, in his homily, spoke of the
life of St. Francis as being one of penance.
The Bishop gave examples of how today’s
world has become a selfish, self-centered
society. Most relationships focus on “me”...
what’s in this for me? Or how can you make
me feel better? There is an urgent need for
transforming love that reaches out to others,
to understand others, to help others, to put
others ahead of self. This is the penance
that St. Francis and St. Clare lived and
encouraged their followers to do. Secular
Franciscans who commit themselves to such

a ‘self-less’ way of living are greatly needed.
The Bishop concluded by encouraging the
Secular Franciscans to adhere to penance
through prayer.
Attending the Celebration of Profession
were a number of guests and friends
including Secular Franciscans from Salmon
Arm, BC. The day also marked the Fifth
Anniversary of the first five professed
members currently within ‘The Little
Flowers of St. Francis’ Fraternity.
“The Little Flowers of St. Francis”
Fraternity meets at 11:30 am on the Third
Sunday of every month in Charity Hall at
ICC Church on Sutherland St. in Kelowna,
BC. You are warmly invited to attend to
see what the Fraternity is all about. If more
information is needed, please feel free to
contact Linda Adams at 250-493-6246.
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Elkford Year of the Priest

Catholic couples
observe 3rd anniversary
By Willy Triveri

GRAND FORKS - The
Catholic Couples met for a
barbecue and social evening
at the home of Norm and
Sheri Grenier of Christina
Lake on May 16. The setting
was beautiful amid the lush
greenery and garden where ten
couples gathered and shared
stories. Some of the couples
who attended were new to the
area so this was a great way to
meet fellow parishioners.
Sparwood K of C observed the year of the Priest and gave
gifts to Bishop John and Fr. Tom Kakkaniyil.

A wonderful barbeque and
potluck supper followed. We
were invited to savour the

delectable variety of dishes
that graced the table, and the
wonderful desserts.
Catholic Couples, which
began approximately 3 years
ago, was started by Norm and
Sheri Grenier. They saw there
was a need in the parish for
couples to meet together, under
the comfort of their shared
faith. It is a wonderful way to
build community and to get to
know parishioners on a social
basis. The group meets every
two months to enjoy a variety
of events. All couples are
welcome and encouraged to
attend.

Youth Group shares service, learning, fun
By Julia Ziebarth

SUMMERLAND - We are
the Holy Child Youth Group in
Summerland. We may be small
but what we lack in numbers we
have more than made up with
generosity of spirit, willingness
to share our talents and time,
and our openness to learn about
our faith.
Our
weekly
meetings
included Adoration and potluck
dinners, movie and popcorn
nights, topic/discussion nights
or just good wholesome fun.
From Saints to the Penticton
Vee’s (our local hockey team):
from Bible to “Bella” (a
wonderful movie reflecting the
sacredness of life); from the
performance of the Stations
of the Cross during Lent to
the “Everything”; from bottle
drives to the parish fundraisers;
from chalktalk (based on
Sunday Readings) to diving for
chocolate mouse treasures( one
of our fun games); from up the
mountain to down in the lanes(
tubing and bowling that is!);
we had a marvellous diverse
and richly rewarding year.

Following one Sunday
Mass and right before our
Parish Korean Luncheon we
held our parishioners captive
and performed the Life house
“Everything Skit”. Many
people were moved to tears. It
sent a powerful message to us
all, the audience, performers
and directors, that Jesus wants
to be involved in our everyday
lives and is always there for us,
encouraging, guiding ,teaching
,showing the way to love and
true happiness. Our parish
priest insisted that we perform
it again at Easter.
We were unexpectedly
treated to homebaked goodies
by Helen Schaeffer as we
weeded Fr. Benet’s garden.
Seeing the youth cheerfully
helping someone in need
and munching on the treats
reminded me of how God
always rewards our efforts.
Our “webmasters”, Dale
Webster and Susy Austin,
kept everyone connected and
informed. We learned what
an effective tool the internet
could be, providing us with a

multitude of ideas and sources
to enrich our program and
keeping all of our parishioners
up- to -date with our activities.
We
downloaded
games,
quizzes, Saint biographies,
prayers, skit ideas , music and
short talks about important
subjects!

from “Crossroads”-the prolife
walkers. At our Adoration/
Potluck dinner night they shared
their stories, hopes and prayers.
Maybe someday our youth will
join the ranks of those selfless
prolife pilgrims traveling across
Canada spreading the message
of the sacredness of life.

Our year was brought to a
powerful close with the visit

We had a wrap-up softball
game and potluck for the youth

and families. We discovered
what an athlete Fr. Ferdinan
is. Susy Austin, and I are
looking forward to sharing
great memories of service,
learning and fun and maybe,
just maybe, dare to look into
an exciting future with the
youth and parishioners of Holy
Child.
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St. Joseph School unveils Earth Mural
By Wendy Knapik

NELSON - Saint Joseph School is
proud to announce the completion of
its “Mosaic Earth Mural.” This project
began last fall when teachers Brenda
Cowan, Franziska Burrows and Janice
Melanson decided to create a school
wide art project utilizing a local artist
for inspiration. They approached
“in house artist,” and parent, Jackie
Tahara, who agreed to work on the
project.
This is not the first mural Jackie
has worked on. She was part of a
collaboration which created a mural for
the 2010 Olympics. See http://www.
muralmosaic.com/. Click on the 2010
winter Olympic (killer whale pic.) and

see how hundreds of paintings created
one masterpiece mural. Jackie’s panel
is #179. It is this format that Jackie
has structured the mural which Saint
Joseph students created.
The School applied for an Artstarts
grant back in October and received
$1700 to support the environment
themed project in January. Maglio
Building Supply donated the plywood,
labour to cut the panels and paint for
the project. Jackie designed an overall
design and her design was transferred
onto 112 one foot by one foot panels.
Janice Melanson, Franziska Burrows
and Jackie painted the basic design so
that the students would have colours
and shapes to utilize for their individual
paintings. Students could vary their

colours but needed to maintain the
shape and tone of the original design
on their panel. The students created
individual paintings which collectively
create a whole “earth” mural. Nelson
Farmers Supply and Home Hardware
Building Center were also supporters
of this project.
Students were taught about mosaics,
and coached in basic colour theory by
Jackie. At the beginning of May the
actual painting began. Students loved
the process of applying the paint and
experimenting with form. Once their
designs were complete varethane was
applied to weather proof the panels.
Alvin Benjamin and Pat Davis of
Granite Pointe Developments installed
the mural on the chain link fence on the

School’s bottom playground.
An unveiling ceremony
took place on Tuesday, June
1, 2010 at 11:30. The mural
was hidden beneath a swath
of paper and large red ribbon.
The whole school gathered to
celebrate. The ceremony began
with a prayer by Principal,
Laura Luck.
The history
of the mural was provided
by Franziska Burrows, and
special
acknowledgements
and specific thanks to the
artist were made by Janice
Melanson.
Jackie Tahara
thanked the students for their
enthusiasm and appreciation
for the project. She was
presented with a bouquet
of roses and copies of each
student holding their panel
with their description of what
the panels represented. Nine
students and Jackie unveiled
the mural, each student
described what their particular
panel depicted. The whole
school gathered in front of the
mural for a photo and sang
“With Every Breath I Take,”
offering thanks to God. A
large rainbow cake was served
to all the students.
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Youth from
Sparwood, Elkford
and Cranbrook
enjoyed a weekend
of fun in the
Columbia Valley.

August 2010
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The youth met with
Fr. Tom, Pastor
of Sparwood, who
blessed their trip
to Radium.
Fr. Jim joined the youth for Mass
and then led them on a tour of the
Stations of the Cross in Radium
where the youth were very
interested in learning the history
of the Passion of Jesus. The trip
was concluded with a swim at
Fairmont where the youth all had
a fun time.

Catholic Mountain Star

17

18

Catholic Mountain Star

August 2010

Catholic Women’s League 74th Annual Nelson
Diocesan Convention was held in Osoyoos
By Dorothy Revesz

The 74th Annual Nelson Diocesan
Convention was held in Osoyoos
April 29 – May 2, 2010. Diocesan
president Alice Hallgren , opened the
convention by welcoming twenty four
out of twenty eight diocesan councils
and 134 members attending from
throughout the diocese. Five priests
attended including Fr. Rex Velmonte

the CWL Diocesan Spiritual Advisor,
Fr. Francis dela Cruz, Creston; Fr.
Sebastian Puthenpura , Oliver; Fr.
George Pfliger, Penticton; Fr. Jim
Ratcliffe, Nelson, past CWL Spiritual
advisor and one seminarian Cerlouie
Jimenez, who is doing his internship
in Trail.
There were reports given by the
table officers and parish presidents on

many activities and projects carried out
within the League. Reports focused on
spirituality, leadership, sharing, caring
and loving one another.
A resolution on the increase of
the Alzheimer’s disease and related
dementia was presented and passed to be
brought forward to the annual BC Yukon
Provincial convention. The resolution
urges the provincial government to
increase funding for research, education
and support services for Alzheimer’s
patients and their caregivers.
Provincial president-elect Nancy
Simms stressed the importance of
faith, fun and fulfillment in the League
through her workshop on Leadership
and Reaching out to the Community.
Each morning a spiritual program was
given by Fr. Rex assisted by Cerlouie.

Fr. Rex Velmonte installed as CWL Diocesan Spiritual
Director by Fr. Jim Ratcliffe and Caroline AnnAlter in Grand Forks last September 12, 2009.

Nelson Diocesan
CWL Presidents

The Psalms, scripture readings and
hymns of praise were appropriately
suited to the convention.
Both Fr. Rex and Cerlouie gave
an account of their “calling to the
priesthood.” Cerlouie stated that
whatever “walk of life” we are in, we
have all been called by God and should
be happy to give of our talents and the
gifts God has given us. Fr. Rex stated
that the “Eucharist is the Heart of the
Church” and that priests and parishioners
have to work together in harmony.
Priests always need the prayers of the
parishioners just as well as priests pray
for them.
A representative of the Gleaners
(Oliver, BC) gave a talk on the work
they do drying fruits and vegetables
to send to third world countries.

CWL Diocesan Convention in Osoyoos
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The collection taken up
at the Friday mass was
donated to the Gleaners.
Other donations given by
the Diocesan CWL during
convention were to the
Bishop’s Fund for Life and
two bursaries to students
within the diocese.

Catholic Mountain Star

19

BC & Yukon CWL hold
annual convention

The guest speaker for
Saturday afternoon, Agnes
Bedard, North American
Vice-president of WUCWO
(World Union of Catholic
Women’s Organizations)
gave a workshop on this
organization; explaining
it’s history and growth.
WUCWO
is
always
working for the betterment
of the poor countries,
where women do not have
a voice, live in poverty and
have very little education.
Bishop John Corriveau,
OFM Cap., officiated at
the closing Mass, assisted
by Fr. George and Fr. Rex.
Bishop John in his homily
expressed his thanks and
commended the CWL for
all the work they do.
The installation of the
newly elected officers
followed the mass. Rose
Sehn, diocesan president;
Beth Bosch, president
– elect; Sandralynn Stone,
treasurer; Alice Hallgren,
past president; and Janet
O’Flynn, Erica Lehr, Jo
Lauer and Carolyn Elliott,
chairpersons.
At the closing banquet
Elaine Audet of Castlegar
was awarded her Life
Membership
for
the
service she has given on
both the diocesan and
provincial levels. She was
honoured with a roast for
her abundance of gifts and
talents.
Many
thanks
and
praises go to Lou von Burg
for a very organized and
successful convention, with
the help of her committees
and under the support of
our CWL council president
Cathie Paton.

Left to right, Jeanne Wilson, Cecilia Schaubroeck, Lucille Schaubroeck, Pat Battensby,
At BC & Yukon Provincial Catholic Women’s League Convention in Richmond, May 27 – 29, 2010, Lucille Schaubroeck, from
Williams Lake, was given two awards from the BC & Yukon Council of the Catholic Women’s League of Canada, the first being the
Molly Bucher Bursary for $500.00 presented by Jeanne Wilson, Provincial Education & Health Chairperson, and the second was the
BC & Yukon Provincial Life Members Arts and Culture Award for $500.00, presented by Pat Battensby, Life Member Liason.

RICHMOND
–
The
63rdAnnual Convention of
the BC & Yukon Council of
the Catholic Women’s League
of Canada was held at St.
Monica’s Parish and hosted
by Region 1 of the Vancouver
Archdiocese, May 27 – 29,
2010.
Most Reverend Michael
Miller, CSB Archbishop of the
Diocese of Vancouver gave
the Keynote addressing the
CWL theme “Women of Peace
& Hope” and challenging the
CWL members to be “Heralds
of Hope”.
He offered a
reflection on how CWL
members can be women of

hope and witnesses of hope to
all the different communities
they are associated with by
understanding the concept of
eternal life, the relationship
between purgatory and hope
and being able to share that
hope with others.
Other speakers included:
Denis Boyd, M.A. registered
Psychologist, who gave a
compelling
presentation
entitled
“Communication
in a Great Relationship”
offering practical tips and
proven strategies to enhance
listening skills, beat stress
and communicate better;
Daphne Gray-Grant spoke

on “Beating Writer’s Blank”
opening our imaginations to
‘mind-mapping’ a concept to
generate, visualize, structure,
and classify ideas; and Fr.
Tien Tran Provincial Spiritual
Advisor gave an enlightening
talk explaining many of the
nuances that will be coming
from “The New Roman
Missal”.
The newly elected officers
and executive include
President Nancy Simms,
Kamloops, Past President
Marianna Caldwell, President
Elect (Organization) Doreen
Gowans, Kamloops; 1st
Vice President (Education

and Health) Dodie Bond,
Prince George; 2nd Vice
President (Resolutions) Pat
Deppiesse, North Vancouver;
Secretary, Evelyn Rigby,
Powell River; Treasurer,
Sandra Stajduhar, Trail;
Standing Committee Chairs:
Betty Hoskins, Duncan
(Spiritual Development);
Lois Charlebois; Surrey
(Christian Family Life);
Caroline Ann-Alter, Kelowna
(Community Life); Jeanne
Wilson, Whitehorse,
YK (Communications);
Lorrilee Jordan, Armstrong
(Legislation); and Sheila
Quinn BC & Yukon Life
Member Liaison.
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Sister Norma
Gallant, CND
celebrates
50th Anniversary

August 2010

Kiwanis Club awards parishioner
when he and his wife, the late
Edie McEwan, moved to the
area.
Tom has an impressive
resume of volunteer activities.
Over the years, he was
involved with the Trail Athletic
Association, Little League, and
swim club. However, it was his
efforts to integrate spirituality
with everyday life that caught
the attention of the nomination
committee.
TRAIL - The Kiwanis Club
of Trail, BC recently presented
Tom McEwan of St. Francis/
St. Anthony Parish with the
organization’s “Church and
Community Service Award.”
Tom was recognized for
his longtime service to the
community of Greater Trail
beginning in the early 1950’s

OLOL
bids
goodbye
to School
Principal
TRAIL - Sister Norma
began her teaching career in
1960 in Quebec and continued
until 1988 when she was
invited by her community, the
Congregation of Notre Dame,
to consider an appointment to
teach at St. Michael’s School
in Trail. The CND’s were
already present in Trail and
strongly desired to continue
their presence in that
community. Sister Norma
accepted the assignment
and taught in the elementary
school for 2 years. In 1990,
there was a position available
for a Pastoral Assistant at St.
Francis/St. Anthony Parish

and she, once again upon
request, responded wholeheartedly. Sister Norma often
expresses her appreciation for
the wide range of experience
and the challenges she
has faced in this ministry,
especially in trying to meet
the needs of the people as
best she can. To do this, she
is inspired by the charism
of the Congregation which
is based on the Visitation
Mystery. Just as Mary went
out to Elizabeth in her need,
this same model encourages
and inspires CND Sisters &
Associates to do likewise in
their own lives.

By Mrs. Nikki Shann

WEST
KELOWNA
- Our Lady of Lourdes
Elementary School was
saddened this year by
the announcement of our
principal’s retirement. Mary
Manton has been principal
at our school for 9 years.
We are going to miss
Mrs. Manton and we wish
her all the best as she enjoys
her retirement. Her gifts she
has given our school has left
a legacy and we thank God
that she became a part of all
of our hearts!

Tom is a longtime member
of the Knights of Columbus,
and served as the Grand Knight
in Trail and the District Deputy.
He was a motivating force
in the establishment of Saint
Michael’s Catholic School and
served on the school council.
He served on the board of
governors of two Catholic post
secondary institutions – the

former Notre Dame University
in Nelson, BC and a Catholic
biblical college in Canmore,
AB.
With the loss of his wife,
Edie, in 2008, Tom perceived a
need for a grief support group.
With the help of health care
professionals, he assisted in the
start up of such a group.
The diversity of Tom’s
volunteer work indicates his
awareness of the importance
of nurturing the spiritual side
of the person. Guided by the
principles of his faith, he
strives to put into practice
the teachings of Matthew 25
regarding making good use of
the talents given to us by God
in order to care for those in
need.
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Westbank will host Youth Rally
The Nelson Diocesan Youth
Rally, an annual event for all
of the youth in the diocese of
Nelson, will be in Westbank
on October 1, 2, and 3, 2010.
The event encourages youth
to celebrate and grow in
their faith through a dynamic
weekend of praise, worship,
fun, faith and fellowship. This
year’s theme is “The Greatest
Gift,” based on Mark 12:3031.
Keynote
speaker
for the event will be
Steve Angrizano who is
recognized as one of the
most dynamic and effective
communicators with parish
groups, youth, families and
religious educators in the
church today. Angrizano
has been featured at
major conferences and
events around the world,
including the National
Catholic Youth conference,
Los Angeles Religious
Education Congress and
World Youth Days in
Denver, Paris, Rome,
Toronto and Germany.
His unique blend of
laughter, song, story and
often hilarious audience
interaction have made
him a popular choice for
many parishes.
Other guests include
Bishop
Corriveau,
Bishop of Nelson; Neil
Lustado, Seminarian of
Nelson, Angela Kannik
of Development and
Peace; Marlon Bartram
of the Right to Life
Society in Kelowna, and
Deacon Leo Farely.
Rally is open to
teens grade 7 through
12. Young adults are
welcome. Registration
Deadline is September
10. For more information contact
Vittoria at cymolol@telus.net.
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Regional Highschool’s
Impressive Achievements
By Mary Gallagher

B.C. School
Sports Award
Blaine Melnyk traveled
to Surrey to represent
Immaculata at the Annual
General Meeting of B.C.
School Sports. On behalf
of the school, he received
the B.C. School Sports
Outstanding
School
Award for the 20092010 school year. “The
BC SCHOOL SPORTS’
Outstanding School Award
is not for the school who
has won the most provincial
championships, but for
those special schools whose
commitment to improving
the lives of their students
and staff through athletics,
intramurals, leadership and
public service, contribute
significantly to the welfare
of school athletics in their
local community and in
B.C.”

Fine Arts
Week 2010
Blousey Brown, played by Elisa Tostenson of
Immaculata Regional High School.

Throughout the first
week of June Immaculata’s

Fine Arts ensembles had an
opportunity to present their
talents at the Mary Irwin
Theatre. The week began
with band performances, all
led by Mr. Mainella, followed
by two productions, prepared
by the Grade 10 Drama class
& Mr. Judd’s Drama Club, &
concluding with the senior
production of Bugsy Malone, a
musical.
This year the Mustangs
Theatre Company put on
another great production,
involving three separate drama
classes—altogether about sixty
students! “Bugsy Malone” was
a hit with everyone: students,
staff & parents, and brought out
crowds for two performances.
Thank you, Mr. Richard & all
of the actors, techs, and coaches
for your hard work.

Senior
Girls Soccer
The girls’soccer team’s string
of provincial championships
was snapped at the Provincial
Championships in Abbotsford.
They finished a very respectable
3rd when they lost their only
game of the tournament, to

Glenlyon-Norfolk, the eventual
tournament champions. Game
stars were Justine Drosdovech,
Felicia Herron, Becca Mlikotic,
Katie Roberts, and Jorgia Van
de Sype. Georgia Macaulay
received a Commissioner’s
Eleven Award recognizing an
unsung leader from each team.
Thanks goes to Mr. Drosdovech
for subbing for Mr. Freire as he
remained back in Kelowna to
deliver his new son, Luca
(Congi) Angelo Freire.

Senior
Boys Golf
The boys’ golf team has
WON this year’s championship
at Gallagher’s Canyon Golf
Course. The team was led by
Christian Pomerleau who was
the top golfer in the tournament
by winning a sudden death
playoff on the first playoff hole.
Other members of the team
include Colin Hasick, Nick
Lalach, John Mlikotic, Billy
Taylor, and Brendan Urban,
The team was coached by
Mrs. Christa Kueber. The blue
banner, which will be hung in
the gym, is the first provincial
championship won by a boys’
team at Immaculata in school
history!

A busy month to cap a great year

By Mary Gallagher

KELOWNA - The month of
June has been a celebration of
culminating performances and
championships. Prior to the
month beginning, Immaculata
received the B.C. School
Sports Outstanding School
Award for the 2009-10 school
year. “The BC SCHOOL
SPORTS’
Outstanding
School Award is not for the
school who has won the most
provincial championships, but
for those special schools whose

commitment to improving the
lives of their students and staff
through athletics, intramurals,
leadership and public service,
contribute significantly to the
welfare of school athletics in
their local community and
in B.C.” This achievement
could not have been possible
without the athletic director,
Mr. Melnyk’s leadership; the
commitment of the coaches,
sponsors and parents; and
the dedication of the student
athletes.
Since
receiving

the award, our Senior Golf
Team won the Provincial
Championship and the Senior
Girls Soccer team fell short of
winning their 4th consecutive
Provincial Championship by
finishing a very respectable 3rd
this year. It is amazing what
can be accomplished by a small
school when all involved pull
together in the same direction.
Throughout the first week of
June, Immaculata’s Fine Arts
ensembles had an opportunity to
present their talents at the Mary

Irwin Theatre. The week began
with the band performances, all
led by Mr. Mainella, followed
by two productions, prepared
by the Grade 10 Drama class
& Mr. Judd’s Drama Club, &
concluding with the senior
production of Bugsy Malone:
The Musical.
This year the Mustang
Theatre Company put on
another great production,
involving three separate drama
classes—altogether about sixty
students! “Bugsy Malone” was

a hit with everyone: students,
staff & parents, and brought out
crowds for two performances.
Thank you, Mr. Richard & all
of the actors, techs, and coaches
for your hard work!
At press time, we are
presently writing final exams
and preparing for graduation.
Fifty one graduates will be
leaving
Immaculata
and
entering the exciting big world
after high school.
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Parish evangelization
study days 2010
By Sem. Cerlouie F. Jimenez

Bishop John Corriveau, the
priests and seminarians of the
Diocese of Nelson gathered
at Seton House of Prayer in
Kelowna from June 14 – 17,
2010 for their annual clergy
study days.
The clergy of the diocese
reflected on the theme

of
parish
evangelization
presented by Fr. Larry Leger
and Ms. Catherine Ecker of the
Archdiocese of Toronto. This
year’s study days led the clergy
of the diocese to look for new
venues of evangelization in the
parish level keeping in mind
the common vocation of the
baptized to be evangelizers of
the Kingdom of God.

During the study days the
clergy was also given some time
to express their plan of action
for the benefit of the people of
the diocese. Not only did the
clergy benefit from the sessions
given, they also enjoyed the
company of another, reflecting
and studying for the people of
God.

Called to holy orders
Sem. Neil Lustado who is presently assigned as an intern
at St. Charles Garnier Parish in Kelowna is formally called by
Bishop John Corriveau for ordination to the order of deacons on
September 8, 2010 at 7 PM at the same parish.
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Women Receive a “Faith Lift” at St. Charles Garnier
For by grace you have been
saved through faith, and this
is not from you; it is the gift of
God; Ephesians 2:8
On March 30 2010, over
200 women from Kelowna
and the surrounding area took
a little time out to renew their
commitment to live as more
faith-filled women.
The evening began with a
modern version of the stations
of the cross called We Were
There . Participants were taken
through the stations, meeting
various characters along the
way who either reject or
accept Jesus. In meeting these
scriptural characters – who were

acted out in full costume by
women in the community – we
were reminded of our sinfulness
and our humanity. At each
station, the women took time to
reflect on their daily lives and
ask themselves....Do I accept
Jesus or do I help to execute
him? Through our sins, we all
share some responsibility for
the death of the Lamb of God,
but we also remember that He
chose to die out of love for us,
which helps to renew our faith.
The women then heard
from motivational speaker
Darci Lang. Hailing from
Saskatchewan, Darci is a
Catholic mother, training

professional and author of
Focus on the 90%.
Her
positive-thinking message was
that if we can focus on the 90%
that is good in our lives and
the lives of others (rather than
the 10% that is not so good),
we will live richer, happier and
more faith-filled lives. Darci’s
talk, which was peppered
with humour and personal
anecdotes, was inspiring and
authentic, keeping everyone’s
attention for the duration. Each
participant went home with new
ideas on how to focus on the
positive and a complimentary
copy of Darci’s book.
The

women

were

then

asked to reflect on ways they
can strengthen their own faith,
listening to the song Come
Back To Me. This was also a
reminder that the purpose of
lent is to return our hearts to
God.
The evening concluded
with a reception in the hall.
The delicious food, beautiful
decorations
and
friendly
conversation all made for a
very warm and welcoming
environment.
The women of Kelowna and
area are looking forward to the
next Advent Retreat to be held
in November.

For more information on
this and other upcoming events,
please call the St. Charles
Garnier Parish Office at 250860-6776.
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By Mrs. Nikki Shann

WEST KELOWNA - Mrs.
Marie Cameron has been at
work through the summer
designing a new school
website, please check it out:
www.olol-bc.com
From the beginning of
September we are having fun
learning. October is always
a fun month as we celebrate
Halloween by having our
Penny Carnival put on by our
Gr. 6/7 class. In November
we had our very successful
Black Tie Event, celebrating
the Vancouver 2010 Olympics.
We had Christmas Musical
during the month of December.
January we were back to school
after a wonderful Christmas
break! We celebrated Catholic
Schools Week the beginning
of February. In March, our Gr.
6/7 Class led by Mrs. Manton
took us through a faith journey
of the Stations of the Cross
before Easter. The staff at
OLOL attended the Catholic
Educator’s Convention here
in Kelowna, 700 Delegates
from across BC attended this
conference. Now that we are
in June our calendar is full and
we know summer is just around
the corner!

St Theresa Parish St Patrick’s Day tea
The annual St. Patrick’s Day tea ceremony was held at St. Theresa’s Parish Community Hall on March 13, 1:00 to 3:00. It is hosted by the Parish CWL. A lovely lunch
was served and many door prizes were presented.
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Chilli for Chile at St. Pius X

By Mary Ann Moyer sej

On April 18th after the 11am Mass
our Parish enjoyed some homemade
chilli and at the same time helped
their brothers and sister in Chile

who had suffered a mega earthquake
on Feb. 27th. Half the country was
destroyed and everything needed to
begin again.
A group of generous parishioners
took it upon themselves to put on

this lunch. We collected $1,013.67
which was sent to the Missionary
Association of the SCJ.
The Sisters of the Child Jesus
have been in Chile since 1918 and
have always worked with the poor

and the marginalized. Our donation
was sent to them, and we trust that
they are using it wisely. The people
of Chile need to rebuild their lives
and we are grateful to God that we
could help in some way.
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Catholic leaders in a secular world
By Beverly Pulyk,
superintendent of schools

Leading a Catholic school in
this secular age is not an easy
task, so each year the school
principals in the diocese gather
for Spiritual Leadership Days
to assist them in their formation
and understanding of Catholic
School Leadership. This year
the administrative team in the
diocese joined Alberta Catholic
school
administrators
in
Kananaskis in early May. Dr.
Thomas Beaudoin challenged
our thinking with the theme
Dynamic Catholic Leaders in a
Secular World: Be Not Afraid.
Dr. Beaudoin is an associate
professor of theology in the

Graduate School of Religion
and Religious Education at
Fordham University in New
York City. His presentations
over three days centered on
secular research, Catholic
teachings and theology related
to today, making theological
sense of popular culture, should
faith be ordinary, and can faith
be measured. He challenged
our thinking and stretched us
to consider how to best reach
out to the students in our care
based on the secular world in
which we live. Some phrases
or comments that prompted
deeper reflection included:
• Secularism is the deep
shifts around us in the way
we practice faith and life
that challenges established

patterns.
• How
does
secularism
affect the three forms
of
leadership:
task
competence, transactional,
and transformational?
• There
is
a
spiritual
indifference that exists today
and people are using culture
to make sense of their life
and faith.
• Credibility of our faith by
“every word, every deed”.
• We need to pay attention to
God in the ordinariness of
our lives – see where God is
in the small things.
• What are the identifying
marks that make us
Catholic?

Many of us came away
with a better understanding
that as leaders in Catholic
schools we, more than ever,
need to: meet students and
their families where they are
at, find out where students are
coming from, use dialogue,
use contemporary music to
reach and relate to students,
ask students where God is in
their lives, challenge people
that faith exists in every part of
their lives, and stay committed
to the identifying marks of our
faith.
Leading a Catholic school in
this secular age, we need not be
afraid. The principals are open
to the challenge with the support
of the dedicated teachers,
support staff members, parents,

school council members, and
pastors in each of the school
communities.
I wish to thank the school
principals and all those
involved in our schools for
their dedication to Catholic
Education in the Diocese of
Nelson.

Catholic Schools
administrative team
– Left to right:
Back Row: John Campbell,
Beverly Pulyk, Jeff Brophy.
Middle Row: Laura Luck,
Denise Nowicki, Rita Smith,
Jerelynn MacNeil.
Front Row: Mary Manton
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Fr. Don Wilson
Celebrates 50 Years
of Priesthood
included all his siblings and
relatives from as far away as
Australia plus over 300 friends
from around the Diocese and
province.

By Gladys Miller

Fr. Don Wilson was ordained
to the Holy Priesthood May 28,
1960 by His Excellency the
Most Reverend John C. Cody,
D. D., LL. D, Archbishop
of at St. Peter’s Cathedral
in London Ontario. His first
solemn Mass was celebrated
May 29 at Assumption Church
in his home town of Windsor,
Ontario.
To celebrate the anniversary
of his ordination Fr. Don was
the celebrant at the Mass of
praise and thanksgiving May
28, at Immaculate Conception
Church in Kelowna surrounded
by numerous brother priests,
Most Reverend John Corriveau,
OFM., Cap. Bishop of Nelson,
45 family members which

A wonderful meal was
catered by Evelyn Yson Puckey
and enjoyed by 320 people
in the Parish Hall. Tribute
was paid to Fr. Don by many
of the church organizations,
Chancery office staff, Seton
House Board and others. Every
person indicated how Fr. Don
had touched and changed their
lives by listening to their story
and caring about them.
Fr. Don graciously thanked
everyone and remembered the
kindnesses of many who over
the years have affected his life
and made a difference.
There was also a beautiful
outdoor Mass at Seton House in
Mary’s Grove on Sunday, May
30. Fr. Don’s family graciously
hosted a reception afterwards.

Vancouver Arch Diocese for 2
years. The last 18 years have
been spent as administratorchaplain at Seton House of
Prayer in Kelowna where he
provided spiritual direction for
many, animates small groups
in various programs, preaches
retreats and teaches groups
who request his expertise. Prior
to Seton House Fr. Don was
pastor in numerous parishes
around Nelson Diocese and
continues to serve as relief
pastor where ever he is called
throughout the Diocese as his
duties at Seton House permit.
Fr. Don says he has had
many challenges over his
50 years of priesthood, “But
when I look back at it, I can
see the Lord’s providence.”
The text Fr. Don chose for his
anniversary is “The Lord your
God carried you as one carries
a child, all along your journey
until you arrived at this place!”
Deut. 1:31

Since his ordination Fr. Don
has spent 48 years in the Nelson
Diocese and was on loan to the

May Crowning
– Mothers’ day celebration...
By Holly Routley

KELOWNA
May
traditionally is the Month we
honour Mary our heavenly
mother and take time to
celebrate our earthly mothers
as well. This Mothers Day
Saint Charles Garnier Parish
decided to honour both with
a May crowning and parish
barbeque hosted by our parish
council.
Mass Began at 10:30 with a
beautiful entrance procession

with young girls dancing
up the aisle with beautifully
colored ribbons and May Poles.
Some of the First communion
children got a second wearing
of there white dresses and the
Crown bearer, Taylor Sali,
processed with the crown
and placed it on a beautiful
decorated table to honour
Mary displayed through out the
mass. Taylor Anne was chosen
from this years Grade Seven
Confirmation class. Each year
the winner of the Catechism
“survivor night” contest has

the honour of crowning Mary.
Taylor Anne designed and
created a beautiful jeweled
crown for our lady.
The recessional Hymn began
our May crowning procession.
The music liturgy team led
by Maureen Tomporowski
prepared an amazing collection
of music honouring our
heavenly mother to accompany
the event. The altar severs led
the procession followed by the
choreographed girls dancing
and joined by our congregation

Third Annual Catholic
Family Camp
Third Annual Catholic Family Camp,
September 10-12 at Camp Easter Seals, Winfield.
Sponsored by the North Okanagan Deanery Family
Life Ministry, this is a great opportunity for families
to come together for fun, fellowship and prayer.
For more information and to register by August
31, please visit www.okanagancatholic.ca.
Questions?
Please email FamilyCamp@okanagancatholic.ca.

in procession to the outside
Grotto. The congregation
gathered with their bouquets
of flowers outside for the May
crowning, Fr. Wayne opened
the Crowning ceremony
explaining that “ the Queen
Symbol was attributed to
Mary because she is a perfect
follower of Christ.....” One
child read scripture verses
referring to Mary.
Another young girl recited
a sweet poem honouring
Mary.
Our gifted Music Ministry
team
accompanied
the
crowning with a gorgeous
piece fitting for a May
crowning. As a group of
young girls performed a
beautiful feminine liturgical
dance, the crown bearer,
Taylor Anne Sali placed the
crown on Mary and the other
children then trooped up
and distributed their posies
like flower girls and boys
around the shrine. All other

parishioners were then invited
to pay tribute to Mary and lay
their flowers in the vases at
Mary’s feet.
Following the crowning,
parishioners, mothers and
their families gathered on
the front lawn for a parish
Barbeque lunch. The children
played games on the lawn
and jumped in the bouncy
house while others had their
faces painted. For dessert
there was another special
event to celebrate which
must have made our heavenly
mother Mary and Father
Wayne Pfligers mother very
proud. Large Cakes were
brought out and a special
song sung to celebrate Father
Wayne’s 35 anniversary of
priestly ordination. One of
the parishioners said if they
had chosen for the “Year of
the Priest” a poster priest
it should have been Father
Wayne as he really represents
well the image of a “parish
priest”.
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Fernie celebrates sacraments for children, youth

A D V E RT I S E M E N T
Holy Cross Busing Society
School Bus driver with Class 1 or 2
required for the 2010-2011 school year
30 minutes, twice daily, between
Summerland BC and Penticton BC
Contact Shendah Benoit for information and/or
send resumes to shendah@telus.net

Holy Family Parish, Fernie
celebrated the Sacrament
of First Holy Communion
on Sunday May 2 with four
children: Francesca Caravetta,
Ben Gilmet, Emma Gilmet,
and Anton Loewen. Catechist
was Mrs. Laura Loewen.
On Tuesday, May 4, we
celebrated the Sacrament of
Confirmation with Bishop
John Corriveau: the four young

persons were Andrea Byrne,
Danielle Hutchinson, Braden
Lethbridge, and Gabrielle
Runzer.
Holy Family Parish also
had the privilege to prepare
two youths, Alias EngelhardtlLaChance (Gr. 6), and Jason
Prince (Gr. 7), to receive the
three Sacraments of Initiation
at the Easter Vigil.

Confirmation in Fernie
May 4, 2010
Left to Right: Back Row
– Fr George, Andrea Byrne,
Bishop John Corriveau.
Front Row – Gabrielle
Runzer, Braden Lethbridge,
Danielle Hutchinson
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Marimba
Music
for
Three
By Victoria Oppertshauser

KELOWNA - St. Pius X Church in
Kelowna, welcomed Brothers Cirlouie,
Neil and Gerard, three seminarians,
with a Potluck supper in our church hall
last May. Our Parish Priest Fr. Bart van
Roijen is Diocesan Director of Vocations
in the diocese of Nelson.
I sought out the three young men who
were scattered about the Parish Hall.
I saw smiles all around and heard the
happy buzzing sound of people talking.
Have you ever felt like all was right
in the world and you couldn’t explain
why? The sound of marimba music
inexplicably did that to me. Three
persons- Juan Lorenzo and his daughter
and granddaughter were playing a
percussion instrument that looked like a
marimba to me. Later on I learned that
it was indeed a large wooden Marimba
made in Guatemala and Guatemalan
Immigrants were playing it. The deeptones were calming and cheerful at the
same time.
Intrigued by this instrument, I
googled “south american marimba”
and this is what I found: “Nowhere
is the marimba more celebrated and
central to the identity of its people than
in Guatemala. The country declared
marimba its national instrument in
1978. The instrument was also declared
a Guatemalan national symbol in 1999.
The marimbas of Guatemala are unique
in that they only use wood from the

hormigo tree, which grows only in the
forests of Guatemala.”
The music certainly added gaiety
to the gathering and everyone was in
a happy mood it seemed to me. Emcee
for the night was Pat Graham and she
did a marvelous job of facilitating the
event. Rosemary Lalonde headed the
organizing committee and the ladies of
the Parish did all the work.
Father Bart spoke briefly about the
young men and his talk was followed by
the Brothers introducing themselves to
us one by one.
Brother Gerald Sekanga was born
in Uganda. At the young age of 9 he
already wanted to be priest.
“One day, while traveling to one of
these stations with my parish priest in
his car, and after we had recited the
rosary together, the priest asked me:
“Gerald, do you want to be a priest like
me in the future?” Quickly my answer
was “yes”. Then he spontaneously
prayed: “God, call him to share in the
same happiness I have received in this
vocation.” As a primary school kid I
did not fully understand the depth of his
prayer.
This prayer touched the core of my
being and I realized that there was some
thirst in me that could not be appeased
by just hanging out with friends. Then,
very naturally, this led me into reflecting
on my life. I felt a need to respond. It
was as if Jesus led me through an open
door and I simply walked in. I joined

religious life, and over the period of
7 years I came to realize that I would
feel happier as a missionary serving in
a diocesan capacity. After discernment,
with the help of my spiritual director, I
left religious life to continue my studies
for the Diocese of Nelson”.
Brother Cirlouie Jimenez (not Sir
Louie as he jokingly says) was born in
the Philippines on Feb 27, 1981. He
joined the Order of Preachers when
he was 16 and graduated in 2004. He
earned a degree in Sacred Theology in
2006 from the Pontifical University of
Santo Tomas in Manila. In May 2006,
his sister and her family who were then
Living in Mississauga Ontario, invited
him to visit them. During this visit he
and his sister worked in the Parish of
Sts. Peter and Paul. This is where he
met Fr. George Pfliger, a member of the
Nelson Diocesan Clergy, who happened
to be the founding pastor of the Parish.
When Fr. Pfliger found out that he
was a seminarian from the Philippines,
he asked him to consider the possibility
of studying for the Nelson Diocese.
He advised him to contact Fr. Bart
Van Roijen to initiate the process of
application.
In November 3, 2006, Fr. Bart let
him know that Bishop Eugene had
accepted him to be a candidate for the
priesthood in the Diocese of Nelson.
In the fall semester of 2007 he started
his formation and further theological
studies at St. Joseph’s Seminary and

Newman Theological College in
Edmonton. Part of the rationale of his
formation and studies in Canada was
to better acculturate himself with the
Canadian Church and environment. Just
last December 2009, he finished his
theological studies and is now assigned
as an Intern Seminarian at the Catholic
Community of Trail.
Brother Neil Lustado, was born in
Southern Philippines, entered the San
Jose de Mindanao seminary in 1988.
His grandparents brought him
up and his journey to the priesthood
began when he was 12 years old. He
finished his Bachelor of Arts major in
Philosophy at Xavier University, which
was run by the Jesuit priests. He taught
Religion for a while at his Alma Mater,
the Sacred Heart Academy. Here he met
a vocation director who asked him to
join their congregation in Manila called
the Blessed Sacrament.
Father Rex Velmonte, a classmate of
his during his pre-college spirituality
formation, happened to be in the
congregation. Through him, Brother
Neil applied and was accepted by the
diocese of Nelson. . Fr. Rex is currently
a Parish Priest in Osoyoos.
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Grand Forks confirmation with Bishop Cooney
Sacred Heart Grand Forks
Confirmation with Bishop
Cooney. Shantelle Bron, Ella
Grenier, Lillian Starchuk and
Abbey Oliver with Bishop Cooney
and Fr. Leandro Murillo.

A Voice for
the Voiceless
By Cameron Wilson & Peter Csillag

“We want to be the voice of the
voiceless, to cry out against so many
violations of human rights,” Archbishop

Oscar Romero once remarked. Who
among us can deny that there exists an
array of social injustices in our own
community? But this should come
as no surprise if we do not recognize
the rights of our most vulnerable and
defenseless, if we do not recognize the
most fundamental of human rights, the
right to life.
Biology dictates that the unborn

child in question is human, as it is the
offspring of other human beings and
the Law of Biogenesis tells us that
species reproduce after their own kind.
This means that dogs beget dogs, cats
beget cats, and humans beget humans.
Furthermore, the principles of biology
categorically state that the unborn is a
living human, as life can only proceed
from life.

Do not forget the words of John Paul
II, “Never tire of firmly speaking out
in defense of life from its conception
and do not be deterred from the
commitment to defend the dignity of
every human person with courageous
determination.”
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Two school principals retire

By Beverly Pulyk,
Superintendent
of Schools

combined with their talents
and gifts have been greatly
appreciated.

It gives me great
pleasure to recognize
and celebrate two
school principals who
are retiring this year.
Rita Smith and Mary
Manton are wellrespected
Catholic
educators in BC. Their
sense of vocation as a
Catholic school leader

Rita Smith began her teaching
career in the Archdiocese of
Vancouver. Prior to moving
to Kelowna six years ago, she
was the principal at Star of the
Sea Catholic School in South
Surrey for sixteen years. She
took early retirement from the
Archdiocese and moved to the
Okanagan to be closer to her
children and grandchildren.

Five years ago, when Rita saw
the job posting in the parish
bulletin for principal of St.
Joseph School in Kelowna, she
decided to come out of early
retirement. As Rita retires
now a second time, she plans
on staying retired and looks
forward to spending more time
with her family.
Mary Manton has
the principal of Our
of Lourdes School in
Kelowna for the past

been
Lady
West
nine

years. Mary began her teaching
career in Saskatchewan and
also taught in the Northwest
Territories before moving to
BC. Here in BC, she taught for
the Archdiocese of Vancouver
and then became the principal
of St. James School in Vernon
with the Diocese of Kamloops.
After ten years in Vernon,
Mary and her husband moved
to Kelowna for her to take on
the leadership of Our Lady of
Lourdes School. Golf, travel

and consultant work are in
Mary’s retirement plans.
Both Mary and Rita are
well-known in the broader
independent
school
community in BC and have
been involved in external
school evaluations for the
Ministry of Education for
many years.
Rita Smith (Left)
Mary Manton (Right)

