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BISHOP’S MESSAGE

The Face of the Father’s Mercy

Bishop John Corriveau, OFM Cap.
Dear Sisters and Brothers,
As we continue to move through
the Year of Mercy, it is becoming
increasingly clear that Pope Francis
did not intend this to be a “once in
a generation event”. Rather, he is
seeking to release within in the Church
a powerful force for inclusion and
belonging. Just as Jesus is the “face
of the Father’s mercy”, Pope Francis is
challenging the Church to be “the face
of the mercy of Jesus” in the world.
I invite you to take up the Word of
God and prayerfully read the parable
of the Prodigal Son in the Gospel of
Luke (Luke 15: 11 – 30). This parable
provides an incomparable commentary
on the mercy of God, our Father. Pope
Francis summarizes the message of the
parable: “The mercy of God: it is a great
light of love, of tenderness. God doesn’t
forgive with a decree but with a caress.
He forgives by caressing the wounds
caused by our sins” (Homily, 7 April
2014). Again, the Pope tells us: “Mercy
is the bridge that connects God and
man, opening our hearts to the hope of
being loved forever…” (Misericordiae
Vultus).

Jesus’life and ministry can be viewed
as a lived commentary on the parable
of the Prodigal Son. Jesus constantly
sought out the members of his flock
who were lost, ill or suffering deep pain.
We remember the doubting Thomas, the
woman suffering from a hemorrhage
or Bartimaeus, the blind beggar. Jesus
brought the healing touch of his mercy
to the sick and to the poor overcoming
their pain as well as their alienation.
Hanging on the cross awaiting death,
Jesus was the “face of the Father’s
mercy” pleading for his brothers and
sisters: “Father, forgive them, they do
not know what they are doing” (Lk
23: 34). Pope Francis comments that
“Jesus’ sacrifice on the cross is nothing
else than the culmination of the way he
lived his entire life” (EG 269).
If we are to take up the invitation of
Pope Francis to be the “face of the mercy
of Jesus”, we might read the parable of
the prodigal son as a commentary on
our mission as the Church, the body of
Jesus.
The house of the Father is an image
of the Church. When the younger
son leaves the home, the Church, and
squanders his future, the Father spends

his days on the balcony squinting into
the horizon, looking for signs of his
son’s return. When he sees him afar off,
he rushes from the house to welcome
and embrace him. The example of God
our Father in the parable challenges us
to likewise reach out to the members of
our families and our neighbours who no
longer actively participate in the life of
the Church. Pope Francis reminds us
that the gospel grows by attraction, not by
imposition. When we love the Church,
we want to share this experience with
our families and our neighbours who
are no longer active in our community.
We can look for an occasion such as
the great Feasts of Christmas or Easter,
the baptism of a child or grandchild,
an anniversary to extend an invitation
to accompany us as we celebrate our
faith at the Holy Eucharist. We can
overcome any embarrassment on their
part by guiding their participation in the
Eucharist and, if they are not ready for
full communion with the Church, show
them how to approach the Eucharistic
table for a blessing. We can introduce
them to our fellow parishioners and our
pastor allowing them to express joy at
their presence in our midst.
The
Father’s
embrace
is
unconditional. When the young man in
the parable returns home, he is looking
for a job. He does not indicate any
desire to change his values or choices
in life. When the Father puts a ring
on his finger, new clothes on his back,
sandals on his feet and escorts him into
his home, it is not because the young
man has changed. The change in the
young man’s life is not a condition for
entering the home of his Father, it is
the consequence. He is a changed man
because of the unconditional love of
his Father. Throughout the parable, the
Father does not ignore the errors and
sins of the youth, rather he looks deeper.
Pope Francis explains: “human beings,
whenever they judge, look no farther
than the surface, whereas the Father
looks in the very depths of the soul”
(MV, 14). The Father looks to the real
identity of the young man as his beloved
son. In a sense, he reaches into the
inner core of the young man’s life and
brings out his true dignity. In Joy of the
Gospel Pope Francis reminds us that the
Eucharist is not a prize for the perfect,
rather it is nourishment and medicine

for the weak. (EG 47) We must lead
our sisters and brothers to Jesus and
allow Jesus, in His good time, to work
whatever change is required.
Finally, the Father facilitates and
enables the re-insertion of his son into
the family. He goes out to plead with
his elder son not to remain fixated on
the error of his brother’s ways. In his
Apostolic Exhortation, The Joy of Love,
Pope Francis underscores the sanctity
of Christian marriage “as a reflection
of the union between Christ and his
Church (which is) … fully realized in
the union between a man and a woman
who give themselves to each other in
a free, faithful and exclusive love, who
belong to each other until death and are
open to the transmission of life …” (AL
292). Yet, like the Father of the prodigal
son, the Pope seeks to facilitate the faith
life of those who face difficulties living
the full ideal of Christian marriage.
He reaches out to the divorced and remarried indicating that we must make
them “feel part of the Church” (AL
242). He has introduced simplified
procedures dealing with cases of the
nullity of marriage (AL 244). He insists
that “every person, regardless of sexual
orientation, ought to be respected in
his or her dignity and treated with
consideration” (AL 250). The Holy
Father reminds us that “mercy is the
bridge that connects God and man” and
he challenges us as Church to be that
bridge.
The Church throughout the world
will celebrate the closure of the Year of
Mercy on the Feast of Christ the King, 20
November 2016. Our Diocesan Church
wishes to take this occasion to reach out
to all of our sisters and brothers who for
whatever reason are no longer active
members of our community. We want
all to know that as baptized members
of our Church, they belong to Jesus and
we wish to throw open the doors of our
Churches and the doors of our hearts to
welcome them with joy as our sisters
and brothers.
Sincerely in Christ,
John Corriveau,
O.F.M. Cap.
Bishop of Nelson

LITURGY
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EDITORIAL

TIMELY

“Amoris Laetitia” (The Joy of
Love) is Pope Francis’ exhortation
on “love in the family”. It carefully
considers the major themes and
the discussions of the 2014 and
2015 Synod of Bishops.
Pope Francis writes, “This
exhortation is especially timely
in this Jubilee Year of Mercy.
First, because it represents an
invitation to Christian families
to value the gifts of marriage and
the family and to preserve in a
love strengthened by the virtues
of generosity, commitment, fidelity
and patience. Second, because it
seeks to encourage everyone to
be a sign of mercy and closeness
whenever family life remains
imperfect or lacks peace and joy.”
The exhortation is furnished
with a call for mercy and for a
better understanding of persons in
difficult and “irregular situations”.
While not abandoning the Church’s
traditional and moral teaching
on marriage and family life, the
exhortation highlights the reality
that the divorced, remarried and
cohabitating couples remain in the
Church’s compassionate embrace.
Thus, it calls for a merciful
pastoral approach: “In every
situation, when dealing with those
who have difficulties in living God’s
law to the full, the invitation to
pursue the ‘via caritatis’ (the way
of love) must be clearly heard”.
--CB

The Importance
of “Prayers of the
Faithful” in Liturgy
By Fr. Bart van Roijen

These prayers are the response
of the Assembly to the Word of God.
As members of the priesthood, of the
baptized we offer these prayers to
God for the salvation of all. At most
Masses these prayers are divided into
four sections: 1) for the needs of the
church, 2) for the public authorities
and salvation of the whole world,
3) for those burdened by any kind
of difficulty, and 4) for the local
community. The prepared prayers
should follow this structure. While
there may be more than one under each
category, we should avoid making the
prayers too numerous. On special
occasions such as funerals, weddings,
confirmation the series of intentions
may be more tailored to the occasion.
The Presider begins the Prayers of
the Faithful with a brief introduction
that invites the assembly into prayer,
the Assembly and concludes the
Prayers with a brief prayer that
is directed to God.
The person
proclaiming the Prayers of the Faithful

Ask the Pastor

By Fr. Bart van Roijen
Recently, these five questions were
sent to me. They are typical too many
parishes. I hope the answers offer some
assistance in the matter.
Q. Is it proper for the lector to bow before
entering the sanctuary when approaching
to read?
A. A bow is warranted if the reader is
coming from the far aisle and crosses in
front of the altar. The bow is made to the
altar, not to the priest.
Q. Is the lector meant to read the “red
print” (ie. “First Reading”, “Responsorial
Psalm”, etc.)?
A. “Whatever is in red is not read.”
The word rubrics (loosely translated as
instructions) is Latin for “what is in red”.
Instructions are meant to be followed and
are there to give direction.
Q. When a lay minister is setting up for
Mass, when and how often is it correct

should try to be in place before the
Presider’s introduction and should
remain at the Ambo turning towards
the Presider until he concludes
with prayer. The whole Assembly
participates by making the response
such as “Lord hear our prayer” This
response may be spoken or sung.
These prayers are the response of
the Assembly to the readings, homily
and special circumstances of the week.
Therefore the Assembly –through
three or four representatives- should
prepare the intercessions are based
on the readings and current local and
world events. The presider may have
suggestions based on the readings
or his homily. The prayers should
be given to the presider a few days
before so that he can make additions
or changes. The prayers should be
brief and should be expressive of
the entire community. For example
in the section for those burdened by
any kind of difficulty, we might want
to pray for the sick. The intention
would be “for the sick of our parish,
community and family, we pray to the
Lord”. We don’t mention our aunt or
cousin or friend by name but rather
all those who are sick. The same
applies to those who have died. “For
those of our parish, our family and our
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community who have died, we pray to
the Lord.” We may add “especially”
with some names to either of these
intentions-or say those listed in the
bulletin. The preferred wording is to
start with “for followed by a group.
For example we might say “for those
suffering and those who have died in
the recent earthquakes in Ecuador and
Japan, we pray to the Lord.”
A good starting point may be the
Prayer of the Faithful in the Sunday
Missal but some pf the prayers should
be prepared by the Representatives
of the Assembly. We may want to
include the monthly intention of the
Pope or special events happening in
the parish or diocese. The prayers of
the faithful should NOT include any
devotional or novena prayers, nor
take on information best left to the
announcements.
The prayers of the Faithful are
one way that the Assembly is actively
involved in the Celebration of the
Eucharist.

for the minister to bow/genuflect?

required.

A. He/she should genuflect or bow upon
first entering the church building. Though
he/she should conduct him/herself with
a sense of reverence while setting up,
never carrying an excess of objects or
using undo haste, the constant bowing
and genuflecting is neither practical nor
reverential. If the setting up involves
direct contact with the tabernacle, a
second genuflection is warranted.

Q. Who is responsible to cleanse the
sacred vessels and what is the acceptable
procedure?

Q. During the elevation of the host and
chalice is the congregation meant to look
at the host and chalice and then bow as
the priest genuflects?
A. The instructions in the Roman Missal
require the priest “to show the Body of
Christ/Blood of Christ”. Many priests
do so by elevating the consecrated host/
wine. If the rubrics require for them
to be shown, it would be appropriate
if the congregation actually take the
opportunity to look at them. If the
congregation is kneeling at the time of
consecration no additional bowing is
necessary. In the case when someone
is actually standing, a profound bow is

A. Rome requires that an ordained
minister does the initial cleansing.
This can be done either following the
communion rite or after the Mass. In the
event that many vessels need cleansing,
it should be done after Mass. In the case
where it is not practical for an ordained
minister to purify the vessels, care should
be taken to properly instruct the laity in
making sure the vessels are properly
cleansed. In either case, small amounts
of leftover consecrated wine should be
consumed at the end of the Communion
Rite.
The initial cleansing of the vessels
should involve enough water that ensures
no part of the consecrated matter is left
in the vessels. This water should be
consumed by the one who purifies the
vessels. A good wipe with the purificator
completes the initial cleansing. At the
conclusion of Mass all vessels should be
properly cleaned with soap and hot water.

4

WORKS OF MERCY

Catholic Mountain Star

August 2016

TRAIL HOSTS
DEANERY MASS
OF MERCY
On Sunday, May 29, the West
Kootenay Deanery came together at
Holy Trinity Parish in Trail to celebrate
the Year of Mercy.
Father
Bart
presided,while
parishioners from a variety of parishes
participated in the music and the
ministries. Representatives from each
parish came up in procession holding
a symbol representing God’s grace to
them and the variety of acts they had
committed to. Reference was made
to what had been brought up in the
homily.
All were invited to a reception that
followed the Mass in the Gathering
room. Many thanks to everyone in the West Kootenay Deanery for their active
participation and attendance at this special Mass. Special thanks to Fr. Martin Bettin and Father Conrado Beloso for their attendance.

As one of their Year of Mercy projects, Immaculate
Conception senior youth assemble care packages from
parishioner donations before distributing them to the
homeless on Kelowna downtown streets.

Immaculate Conception Junior Youth and their
families on their Year
of Mercy pilgrimage to Seton House of Prayer
for Mass with Fr. Ron.

the Cathedral at 4 p.m. Members of
In order to make both these Parish Homecoming Committees are
celebrations a success, the Diocesan asked to make a special effort to attend,
Organizing Committee has asked to participate and to be informed.
each parish to form a Homecoming
Committee. This committee is
Let us work together to welcome
responsible for coordinating the the many relatives, neighbours and
efforts in planning, promoting and friends to our special homecoming
executing the homecoming celebration celebrations.
If we all commit
in their local parish. The Diocesan ourselves to inviting one or two
Organizing Committee is also inviting people to our diocesan-wide parish
all the faithful of the diocese to go on homecoming
celebrations
on
pilgrimage to our Cathedral in Nelson, November 20th, imagine how the
van Roijen
on Wednesday September 21st, in grace and mercy of God will be felt.
September 21st, setting the stage for order to participate in the unveiling of
a homecoming celebration in each of the materials and the sharing of ideas
our parishes on the Feast of Christ the in the gym at 2 p.m. and the Jubilee
Year of Mercy Mass and reception in
King on November 20th.

Diocesan Jubilee Mass and Homecoming
Celebrations
By Fr. Bart

As part of our celebration of
the Year of Mercy, the Diocese of
Nelson is coordinating a diocesanwide celebration at the cathedral on
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Statement by the President of the Canadian
Conference of Catholic Bishops on the approval
of Bill C-14 legalizing euthanasia and assisted
suicide
The recent approval of Bill C-14,
which legalizes euthanasia and assisted
suicide in our country, stands as an
appalling landmark decision to the utter
failure of government, and indeed all
society, to care truly, authentically and
humanely for the suffering and vulnerable
in our midst.
We live in a country where the vast
majority of the dying cannot access quality
palliative or home care, where rates of
suicide in many Indigenous communities
are staggeringly high, and where it is
suggested that the lives of vulnerable,
chronically ill and disabled persons are
not worth living. Paradoxically, and
most unfortunately, our society has now
enshrined in law that killing is a respectable
way to end suffering. Our country’s
growing inability to recognize the sanctity
of human life is staggering and deeply
troubling.
No institution, person, ideology
or legislation is entitled to threaten or
undermine the sacredness of both the
dignity of each individual person and the
very gift of life itself. We are called, as a
community of compassionate individuals,
to respect and protect the continuum of
life from conception to natural death,
honouring a vision of the human person
in his/her present earthly existence as
well as life beyond the grave. Catholics
and indeed all people of good will have
a moral and societal obligation to protect
the vulnerable, comfort the suffering, and
accompany the dying. The Bishops of
Canada hope and pray that with all our
Catholic brothers and sisters and our fellow
Canadians, each of us and our society may
experience a greater conversion of heart
so as to recognize the image of God so
profoundly imprinted on every human
life, whatever that person’s state, level
of comfort or degree of productivity and
societal contribution.
The intentional taking of any human
life – be it an elderly person, a child, a
vulnerable adult, an embryo, a dying person
– is truly a grave and morally unjustifiable
act. Our society needs to reject all offenses
against life itself: murder, genocide, suicide,
abortion, euthanasia, and physicianassisted dying. The purposeful termination
of human life via a direct intervention is

not a humane action whatsoever. We ought
to look instead to minimizing the pain and
suffering of the dying and those who are
tempted to end their lives, not eradicate
their existence. Let us strive to help the sick
and incapacitated find meaning in their
lives, even and especially in the midst of
their suffering. Let us comfort those facing
terminal illness or chronic conditions
through our genuine presence, human love
and medical assistance. Let us, as a society
and as individuals, choose to walk with
them, in their suffering, not contribute to
eliminating the gift of life.
Declaring physician-assisted suicide a
“right” is not true caring and not humane
in the least. It is ultimately a false act of
mercy, a distortion of kindness to our
fellow man/woman. The new legislation
seems to insinuate that a human being, a
person, ceases to be a person and loses his/
her very dignity simply because of a loss
or diminishment of a number of physical
and mental capacities. It is untrue. What is
true is that our own humanity is weakened
when we fail to care for the weak and
dying, and when we purposefully fall short
of considering them, with all their ailments
and limitations, as persons worthy of life.
True human compassion invites us to share
the other’s pain, the other’s journey – it
is not meant to do away with the person.
Physician-assisted suicide is an affront to
what is most noble, most precious in the
human endeavour and a grave injustice
and violation of the dignity of every
human person whose natural and inherent
inclination is indeed the preservation of life.
We ought to surround our sick and dying,
our vulnerable and disabled, with love and
attention, with care and true life-giving
compassion. This is why palliative care
continues to be undeniably the only moral,
effective and much needed alternative, the
only compassionate choice, now that our
country has embarked upon this perilous
road.
Saint Joseph, patron of Canada and
patron of a good death, pray for us.
(Most Rev.) Douglas Crosby, OMI
Bishop of Hamilton
President of the Canadian Conference
of Catholic Bishops
June 27, 2016

RESPONDING TO GOD’S
UNCONDITIONAL LOVE
Presented by

Bishop Emeritus Gerald Wiesner, O.M.I.
A workshop for those involved with the RCIA Ministry

Friday October 21 7:00 ~ 9:00 pm
and
Saturday October 22 9:00 am ~ 3:00 pm
St. Pius X Parish Hall
1077 Fuller Ave, Kelowna

Cost ~ $25

(materials, refreshments & lunch included)

Pre-Registration is required.
Bishop Wiesner is the former bishop of Prince George, BC and a former president of the Canadian
Conference of Catholic Bishops. In the late 1970s, he led a six-person team that introduced the
RCIA to the Catholic Church in Alberta.
“...people can move mountains and accomplish extraordinary achievements when they work
together is what community, conversion and discipleship are all about.”
Bishop Wiesner

To register contact Darlene at Faith.formation@nelsondiocese.org
250-448-2725 ext. 120
At least 15 persons must be registered by
Friday October 7 (registration deadline) or the workshop will be cancelled.

PASTORAL
ASSIGNMENTS
Father David John is appointed
Pastor of St. Michael Parish
(Sparwood), Holy Family Parish
(Fernie) and St. Bernard Mission
(Elkford).

Father Joseph Kizhakethottathil,
M.S.T. is appointed Pastor of Sacred
Heart Parish (Golden).

Father Rafael Benosa is appointed
Pastor of St. Rita Parish (Castlegar),
St. Anthony Mission (New Denver)
and St. Mary Mission (Slocan City).

Father Sylvester Ibekwe is
appointed Pastor of Holy Cross
Parish (Creston) and Most Holy
Redeemer Mission (Riondel). Father
Ibekwe is appointed member of the
Diocesan Office of Faith Formation.

Father
Thomas
Kakkaniyil,
M.S.T. is appointed Pastor of St.
Peter’s Parish (Princeton) and Our
Lady of Lourdes Parish (Keremeos).

Father Dominique Trinh Do is
appointed Assistant Pastor of St.
Pius X Parish (Kelowna) and St.
Edward’s Parish (Winfield)

Father Ruben Buela is appointed
Pastor of St. Rita’s Parish (Fruitvale),
Sacred Heart Parish (Rossland) and
Sacred Heart Mission (Salmo).
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COMMUNITY

KNIGHTS OF COLUMBUS
SUPPORT LOCAL CHARITIES
Every year the Knights of
Columbus hold a provincewide Charity Appeal Lottery.
The Grand Forks Council sells
tickets in various locations
in town and at Christina
Lake to raise money for local
charities. Andy Stefanelli,
Grand Knight of the Bishop
McCarthy Council in Grand
Forks presents a check for
$300, part of the proceeds
of lottery ticket sales, to
Karren, accepting on behalf
of the Boundary Community

Food Bank. Also pictured are
Father John Kellogg of Sacred
Heart Parish, and food bank
volunteers Margaret, Don, and
Sharon.
Checks in the amount
of $300 were also presented
to Gloria Keogh for the
Boundary Hospice Association
and to Elizabeth Kaempfer,
representing the local Special
Olympics Association.

SCHOOL

ST JOSEPH SCHOOL,
NELSON, CELEBRATES
EARTH DAY
By Laura Luck

Heaven and the heaven of heavens belong
to the Lord your God, the earth with all that is
in it. Deuteronomy 10:14
Students at St
Joseph School, Nelson,
enjoyed a full day of
Earth focused activities,
on April 29th. Multiaged teams were
scheduled through six
engaging Earth themed
stations. This event
challenged the staff
to provide activities
that were learner
centered,
holistic,
and
experiential;
moving toward the
new
curriculum
philosophy and style.
Students
enjoyed
learning
about
water conservation.
Since very little of
the Earth’s water is
fresh and available
for drinking, at this
station
students
looked at ways to use water wisely. Our former
teacher, Kathy Letham led the Music station
where students sang many Earth friendly songs,

Nelson students practice
stewardship

August 2016
like Touch the Earth with Love. Students got their
hands dirty, at the Gardening station, cleaning out
beds and planting nasturtium seeds to brighten
the school yard. Did you know that bats are not
rodents and are protected in BC? Our students
learned a lot about bats from Joanne Siderius
through the Columbia Basin Environmental
Enterprise Network. At the Waste Management
Station, students actually sorted school waste
into recycling, compost and garbage. As well
students discovered how much plastic is thrown
away by our
c o m m u n i t y.
F i n a l l y,
s t u d e n t s
learned about
the important
role of bees in
pollination of
fruit trees and
plants.
They
took a close look
at a honey comb,
got to try on a
bee-keeper suit,
protective gloves
and experiment
with a smoker. It
was an enjoyable
day to learn how
to
demonstrate
mercy, as Pope
Francis
has
encouraged us to
do in this Year of
Mercy.

24th both classes transplanted their seeds.

By Laura Luck

Nelson’s St Joseph School Grade 1 and 3
Classes planted seeds for those in need. Mrs.
Luck, and Mrs. MacLean’s classes transplanted
their kale, squash, lettuce, nasturtium and
tomatoes plants in the Nelson Food Cupboard
Society Garden. With the cooperation of Kim
Charles worth, who is in charge of the garden
project, these classes contribute to the garden
this spring. The garden, is located on a property
formerly known as Grizelle’s Greenhouse.
The current owners are allowing the Society
to put in the garden and are very supportive
of this worthwhile cause. NFCS has since
obtained grants from Columbia Basin Trust and
Community Food Centres Canada Ltd to build
fences, washroom, a meeting area and shed. The
Grade 1 and 3 classes were more than happy to
contribute. Busy Mom, Cindy Turner helped
direct the classes to participating in the garden
project and donated seeds, and soil. On May

St. Joseph School, Nelson, students
planting at the Food Cupboard Garden.
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THE ST. JOSEPH PROJECT: A DREAM BLESSED BY FAITH, GENEROSITY &
CONTINUED GOOD FORTUNE
By Jarrod Thalheimer

More than a decade in the works,
the St. Joseph Project to rebuild and
revitalize the nearly eighty-year-old
elementary school in Kelowna, BC is
underway and has enjoyed one amazing
success after another since the November
2015 launch of their official Masterpiece
Fundraising Campaign.
Tasked with raising $4.8
million to build twelve brand
new classrooms, a connecting
atrium and a complete
renovation of the remaining
administration
offices,
classrooms, physical site and
underlying infrastructure meant
the job was large, to say the
least. That the plan included
being able to open the doors to
students by September 2016
seemed impossible to most.
However,
thanks
to
a committed and capable
executive team, along with a
very professional and detailed
plan for completion – plus
some
stellar
fundraising
success - the September 2016
deadline seems more
plausible with
each
passing
day.
Things
began
quickly
last year when
Bishop John and
the local pastors
acted in concert,
ensuring individual
parish, and specific
diocesan, financial
support. At the
same time, early
faith was shown by a
few generous donors
who committed more
than $350,000 to the
project,
providing
a
much-needed
monetary “spark” to
help start things off.
The
inaugural
Masterpiece
Campaign event was held soon after
- a concert, of sorts - hosted by “St.
Charlie’s Angels” where an evening of
fun, food and song raised an incredible
$90,000 for the project. A series of
“Masterpiece Dinners” were planned

over the following months, with three
parishes (so far) hosting community
theme evenings in support of Catholic
Schools.

of financial support by the Fr. Pandosy
Knights of Columbus Council 2558
totalling $60,000. Special appreciation
also goes to the ICC Catholic Women’s
League for stepping forward with their
St. Charles Garnier church was up own generous gift of $50,000 for the
first, hosting “Greek Night” and raising in project and the St. Pius X Knights of
excess of $43,000 while the creative crew Columbus Council 7359 for pledging
their support of $20,000.

at St.
Pius X parish brought out the beer
and lederhosen (plus an accordion!)
for their own Bavarian Night, adding
$25,000 plus to the totals. ICC Parish
also got in on the fun, putting together a
unique “Filipino Night” celebration that
surpassed expectations, raising $90,000
plus, thanks in part to an incredible show

Mixed
in
with all these
amazing examples
of
unified,
community
support
was
the first annual
Bishop’s Dinner.
Held at the Coast
Capri
Hotel
in
Kelowna,
the
Bishop’s
Dinner raised
an astonishing
$330,000+
from those in
attendance. At every turn the local
parishes, individuals, families, businesses
and the broader Catholic community as
a whole have come together like never
before, committing just over 73% of the
funds required….and in less than nine
months! With only $1.3 million of the
original $4.8 million required still to be
raised the St. Joseph Project is already

the single largest and most successful
fundraising program in Nelson Diocese
history.
Wednesday May 25th saw the
official ground-breaking for the new St.
Joseph Elementary school where local
MLA Norm Letnick (a past graduate of
Catholic education) led the proceedings.
In front of 350 students, teachers,
guests and more official greetings
were brought from the City of
Kelowna by Mayor Colin Basran
while Bishop John Correiveau,
OFM, Cap blessed the long-gestating
project. Also in attendance were
a KofC honour guard, CWL reps,
our SJS PSG, local MP Dan Albas,
councillors Luke Stack and Tracy
Gray along with representatives from
the Sisters of Charity in Halifax, NS
– home to the founding order of nuns
that first built St. Joseph School in
Kelowna.
Mike Jacobs of Emil Anderson
Construction and Building Chair for
the St. Joseph Project detailed for
the crowd the modern, time-efficient
process by which the school (currently
being constructed off-site in nearby
Penticton by Britco LP) will be
delivered to site, assembled by crane
and joined via a site-built atrium to the
updated school.
Next up for the Masterpiece
Campaign is an incredible summer street
hockey tournament hosted by NHLdefenceman Josh Gorges. Planned for
Sunday, August 7 from 1pm to 5pm at
Immaculata Regional High School the
4 on 4 event promises to bring some of
the NHL’s biggest stars to Kelowna in
support of the very elementary school
that graduated a young Josh Gorges
so long ago. Will the success already
enjoyed by the St. Joseph Project
continue? Absolutely, so long as the
ultimate goal in pursuit takes all involved
closer to Christ. For more information on
the Josh Gorges 4 on 4 Street Hockey
Tournament, other Masterpiece events,
or for more details about the St. Joseph
Project go to www.kelownacatholic.org
or contact Holly Routley, Development
Coordinator | the St. Joseph Project |
Masterpiece Campaign | hroutley@
cisnd.ca | 250-575-6996.
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“Communication and mercy”:
The Holy Father’s Message for
the fiftieth World Day of Social
Communications

The Holy Year of Mercy
invites all of us to reflect
on the relationship between
communication and mercy. The
Church, in union with Christ, the
living incarnation of the Father
of Mercies, is called to practise
mercy as the distinctive trait of
all that she is and does. What we
say and how we say it, our every
word and gesture, ought to express
God’s compassion, tenderness and
forgiveness for all. Love, by its
nature, is communication; it leads
to openness and sharing. If our
hearts and actions are inspired by
charity, by divine love, then our
communication will be touched by
God’s own power.

As sons and daughters of God,
we are called to communicate
with everyone, without exception.
In a particular way, the Church’s
words and actions are all meant to
convey mercy, to touch people’s
hearts and to sustain them on
their journey to that fullness of
life which Jesus Christ was sent
by the Father to bring to all. This
means that we ourselves must be
willing to accept the warmth of
Mother Church and to share that
warmth with others, so that Jesus
may be known and loved. That
warmth is what gives substance to
the word of faith; by our preaching
and witness, it ignites the ‘spark’
which gives them life.
Communication
has
the
power to build bridges, to enable
encounter and inclusion, and thus
to enrich society. How beautiful it
is when people select their words
and actions with care, in the effort
to avoid misunderstandings, to
heal wounded memories and
to build peace and harmony.
Words can build bridges between
individuals and within families,
social groups and peoples. This
is possible both in the material
world and the digital world. Our
words and actions should be
such as to help us all escape the

vicious circles of condemnation
and vengeance which continue to
ensnare individuals and nations,
encouraging expressions of hatred.
The words of Christians ought to
be a constant encouragement to
communion and, even in those
cases where they must firmly
condemn evil, they should never
try to rupture relationships and
communication.
For this reason, I would like
to invite all people of good will
to rediscover the power of mercy
to heal wounded relationships and
to restore peace and harmony to
families and communities. All of
us know how many ways ancient
wounds and lingering resentments
can entrap individuals and stand
in the way of communication and
reconciliation. The same holds
true for relationships between
peoples. In every case, mercy is
able to create a new kind of speech
and dialogue. Shakespeare put
it eloquently when he said: ‘The
quality of mercy is not strained.
It droppeth as the gentle rain from
heaven upon the place beneath. It
is twice blessed: it blesseth him
that gives and him that takes’ (The
Merchant of Venice, Act IV, Scene
I).
Our political and diplomatic
language would do well to
be inspired by mercy, which
never loses hope. I ask those
with institutional and political
responsibility, and those charged
with forming public opinion, to
remain especially attentive to the
way they speak of those who think
or act differently or those who
may have made mistakes. It is
easy to yield to the temptation to
exploit such situations to stoke the
flames of mistrust, fear and hatred.
Instead, courage is needed to
guide people towards processes of
reconciliation. It is precisely such
positive and creative boldness
which offers real solutions
to ancient conflicts and the

opportunity to build lasting peace.
‘Blessed are the peacemakers, for
they will be called children of
God’………
How I wish that our own way
of communicating, as well as our
service as pastors of the Church,
may never suggest a prideful and
triumphant superiority over an
enemy, or demean those whom
the world considers lost and
easily discarded. Mercy can help
mitigate life’s troubles and offer
warmth to those who have known
only the coldness of judgment.
May our way of communicating
help to overcome the mindset
that neatly separates sinners
from the righteous. We can and
we must judge situations of sin –
such as violence, corruption and
exploitation – but we may not
judge individuals, since only God
can see into the depths of their
hearts. It is our task to admonish
those who err and to denounce the
evil and injustice of certain ways
of acting, for the sake of setting
victims free and raising up those
who have fallen. The Gospel
of John tells us that ‘the truth
will make you free’. The truth is
ultimately Christ himself, whose
gentle mercy is the yardstick for
measuring the way we proclaim
the truth and condemn injustice.
Our primary task is to uphold the
truth with love. Only words spoken
with love and accompanied by
meekness and mercy can touch our
sinful hearts. Harsh and moralistic
words and actions risk further
alienating those whom we wish to
lead to conversion and freedom,
reinforcing their sense of rejection
and defensiveness.
Some feel that a vision
of society rooted in mercy is
hopelessly idealistic or excessively
indulgent. But let us try and
recall our first experience of
relationships, within our families.
Our parents loved us and valued
us for who we are more than for
our abilities and achievements.
Parents naturally want the best
for their children, but that love is
never dependent on their meeting
certain conditions. The family
home is one place where we are
always welcome. I would like to

encourage everyone to see society
not as a forum where strangers
compete and try to come out on
top, but above all as a home or a
family, where the door is always
open and where everyone feels
welcome.
For this to happen, we must
first listen. Communicating means
sharing, and sharing demands
listening and acceptance. Listening
is much more than simply hearing.
Hearing is about receiving
information, while listening is
about communication, and calls
for closeness. Listening allows us
to get things right, and not simply
to be passive onlookers, users or
consumers. Listening also means
being able to share questions and
doubts, to journey side by side, to
banish all claims to absolute power
and to put our abilities and gifts at
the service of the common good.
Listening is never easy. Many
times it is easier to play deaf.
Listening means paying attention,
wanting to understand, to value,
to respect and to ponder what the
other person says. It involves a sort
of martyrdom or self-sacrifice, as
we try to imitate Moses before the
burning bush: we have to remove
our sandals when standing on the
‘holy ground’ of our encounter
with the one who speaks to me.
Knowing how to listen is an
immense grace, it is a gift which
we need to ask for and then make
every effort to practice.
Emails, text messages, social
networks and chats can also be fully
human forms of communication. It
is not technology which determines
whether or not communication is
authentic, but rather the human
heart and our capacity to use wisely
the means at our disposal. Social
networks can facilitate relationships
and promote the good of society,
but they can also lead to further
polarisation and division between
individuals and groups. The digital
world is a public square, a meetingplace where we can either encourage
or demean one another, engage in
a meaningful discussion or unfair
attacks. I pray that this Jubilee
Year, lived in mercy, ‘may open us
Continued on page 9...
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to even more fervent dialogue
so that we might know and
understand one another better; and
that it may eliminate every form of
closed-mindedness and disrespect,
and drive out every form of
violence and discrimination’. The
internet can help us to be better
citizens. Access to digital networks
entails a responsibility for our
neighbour whom we do not see but
who is nonetheless real and has a
dignity which must be respected.
The internet can be used wisely
to build a society which is healthy
and open to sharing.

Catholic Mountain Star
up broader horizons for many
people. This is a gift of God which
involves a great responsibility.
I like to refer to this power of
communication as ‘closeness. The
encounter between communication
and mercy will be fruitful to the
degree that it generates a closeness
which cares, comforts, heals,
accompanies and celebrates. In a
broken, fragmented and polarised
world, to communicate with mercy
means to help create a healthy, free
and fraternal closeness between
the children of God and all our
brothers and sisters in the one
human family”.

Communication, wherever and
however it takes place, has opened

Deacon Dominique Trinh Do was ord
ained
priest by Bishop John Corriveau on
June
29 at Pius X Church, Kelowna

Young persons need merciful
communication.
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WYD PILGRIMS GET SOAKED, BUT KEEP SMILING
By Christine Pineault

World Youth Day is only a matter
of weeks away. Our pilgrims are
getting very excited. They gathered
for a retreat at Seton House of Prayer
June 18 & 19 to pray, worship and get
to know each other a bit better before
their incredible pilgrimage to Kraków
and Rome. 15 of the 19 pilgrims were
able to attend, and gathered from West
Kelowna, Kelowna, Oliver, Fruitvale
and Creston, so it truly was a small
pilgrimage for them, in preparation for
the BIG one.

After a delicious supper, they
experienced the holy practice of
Lectio Divina, meditating upon and
sharing their insights on the scripture
concerning “The Healing of the
Paralytic” which truly shows God’s
mercy to His people, in keeping with
the theme of WYD - “Blessed are the
merciful, for they shall obtain mercy.”

the earth trembled, so they were truly
participating in His passion during
their time of prayer.
Their 3 WYD leaders - Fr. Neil
Lustado, Bonnie McLaughlin and
Cheryl Hébert - went over the rules
and regulations that will need to be
followed at WYD - S.A.F.E.T.Y.
-- Safety, Awareness, Fundamental
Goal (pilgrimage), Example, Thank
You (always pray & give thanks to
God). For the rest of the evening, they
fraternized until 3:00am, knowing they
would be woken up at 6:45am the next
day - preparation for the vigil at WYD.
At 7:15am on Sunday, they were
up, dressed, smiling and back outside
to pray the Rosary while walking the
path for the Stations of the Cross. The
Lord blessed them with light
drizzle. After some quiet time
in St. Joseph’s Chapel in the
Presence of the Tabernacle,
they
enjoyed
breakfast
together, then had a talk
by Br. George, Kelowna’s
hospital chaplain, who
resides at St. Claire’s Friary
at Seton House. He spoke
beautifully of God’s mercy
for His people, and how we
can become merciful in our
own lives. After some free
time, they attended Mass
together with Br. George,
who gifted them with a
teaching Mass, explaining
the reasons and traditions
behind certain practices in
the Mass.

They will be in Poland during the
rainy season, and are told to expect rain
every 1 to 2 days while they are there.
The Lord, in His great wisdom, chose
to prepare them for this. They did a
1.75 hour hike up to Seton House
of Prayer, with all their belongings
in their backpacks, and it poured
rain on them the whole time. They
were drenched upon their arrival at
the top of the mountain, but each
of them had a huge smile on their
faces - that’s the true pilgrim spirit.
They carried a processional crucifix
as they walked, and several passersby came up to them to ask who they
were and what they were doing.
One gentleman prayed with them,
another asked God to bless them.
The evangelization aspect of WYD
has already begun.
After changing into dry clothes
and praying the Chaplet of Divine
Mercy, they were treated to a talk
and presentation by Fr. Andrszej
Wasylinko, the pastor of the Ukrainian
Catholic Church in Kelowna. He
gave them the history of the struggles
of the Polish people, and showed them
video messages from the President of
Poland, as well as other youth, joyfully
inviting them to Poland for WYD. The
pilgrims were full of questions and
are now very enlightened, going to
WYD with a better understanding of
the country and the people who will be
hosting them.
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Now that they were fed, dry and
cozy, they were asked to put their
wet shoes & coats back on, to go
back outside to pray the Stations
of the Cross. In response to a few
facial expressions showing utter
shock and dismay at this request,
they were reminded that when they
are in Poland, the WYD events
will not be cancelled due to rain,
so they all smiled and did as they
were asked. There’s that pilgrim
spirit again. While they prayed, the
wind howled and the rain beat down
upon them as they huddled together
to keep warm. Their papers were
soggy and wet, as were their
clothes. They were reminded that
at the hour of Jesus’ death, the rain
beat down, the wind howled, and
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alter server for the mission
16 year old, Sebastian Bodine (who has been the
r, 8 year old Anthony Dean
since he was 8) teaching the newest alter serve
ed Heart Mission, HarropChiasson. Father Jim Ratcliffe celebrant at Sacr
Procter, BC, Diocese of Nelson

Catechism classes year end celebration, Christ
the King Parish, Oliver.

VOCATIONS

“Follow Me”

By Fr. Bart van Roijen

busy-ness of Levi’s life and the choices
he had made. He sees the person that is
capable of so much more. As with the
paralyzed man in the preceding episode,
Jesus simply speaks the word: “Follow
me”, and Levi gets up, leaves everything
behind and follows Jesus.

Luke tells the story of how Jesus
saw a tax collector, named Levi, sitting
at a tax booth. Most people would have
left Levi alone. After all, Levi had
made his choice, regardless of what they
In Vocation ministry, it isn’t so
thought of it. He had a career. He had
a family. It didn’t make much sense to much a matter of finding someone that
approach someone who was otherwise doesn’t know what to do with his or
her life. They don’t make the best of
committed.
leaders. Rather, it is a matter of trusting
But Jesus stops. He sees beyond the the power of the Gospel – the Word of

God, in approaching those who may
already have taken the initiative in one
area or another, but who are open to the
challenge, for the sake of the one who
is calling and the prospect of being one
with him.
“Have you ever considered
becoming a priest/a religious sister?”
The question hardly captures the
imagination of today’s youth, many of
whom have very little exposure to priests
or religious sisters as role models. We
need to engage them, not so much with

a question, but an invitation into greater
communion with the person of Christ,
the life of the Spiritand a community of
true disciples. In a world, divided into
individual dreams, plans and agendas,
in which each person painstakingly
strives to etch out an identity for him/
herself, Christ is calling each person and
the entire community to re-orient our
lives in direct relationship to him. And
Levi, understanding both the invitation
and the opportunity he was given, drops
everything, including his six figure
salary, and follows Jesus.

12

SACRAMENTS

Catholic Mountain Star

Sacraments at Holy Trinity, Trail 2016
By Marianne Hubbard

We have had a busy spring at
Holy Trinity. On Friday May 6,
Bishop John Corriveau administered
the Sacrament of Confirmation to
four young men in our Parish at a
wonderful evening Mass. On Sunday
May 8, four children celebrated
their First Holy Eucharist under
both species. Finally on Sunday
May 22,two people celebrated
the
Sacraments
of
Baptism,
Confirmation and

First Eucharist. Truly our parish
has been blessed by these children,
young people and adults and the
commitments that they have made
to the Church. We continue to bless
and pray for them.

Confirmation at Sacred Heart Parish, Grand Forks.
From left: Anthony Schembri, Olivia Starchuk, Bishop
John, Cambria Hogarth and Fr. John Kellogg
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Event Planning with a Twist
By Pam Kemp

Recently, I’ve discovered that I have a
gift for event planning.

dispersed until the following night.

connecting link.

Because of their long history with
Inn from the Cold, St. Charles Garnier’s
parishioners have always been involved
in fund-raising efforts of Inn from the
Cold. However, this year I learned that
the usual organizers were unable to take
on the task of forming a team for Push to
End Homelessness.

But the symbolic chain would be
a long chain, made up of connected
sequences of three-link chains. Each
parishioner would receive two links: one
with the first name of a homeless person,
the second “Spirit.” On a third link, the
parishioner would write his/her name, to
be stapled to the first two links.

I’d been wondering how I might
form a team to participate in Push to End
Homelessness, an annual fund-raising
effort of Kelowna’s Inn from the Cold,
a cold-weather homeless shelter where I
volunteer on the overnight shift in winter.

I decided to take the initiative. For a
few days after resolving to form a team,
the intention tickled my brain, like an earworm, but no ideas came. Finally, after
a period of reflection and contemplation,
a symbol came to me: a multi-coloured
paper chain of the sort my siblings and I
made as a child to decorate our Christmas
tree.

The plan came to me in a flash in its
entirety. There were several goals: to raise
money for Inn from the Cold, to help all of
us in the parish become better able to think
of “the homeless” as individuals with
names, instead of an anonymous category,
and, through prayer, to spiritually connect
us as equals, linked to one another and
synced to God through the Spirit.

Before Inn from the Cold found a
permanent home, it was housed, on cold
nights, in St. Charles Garnier’s church
building, and un-sheltered people were
brought by bus to be fed and bedded
down for the night. After breakfast, they

I pictured three links: On the first
was written the given name of a homeless
person, on the second “Spirit,” on the third
my name. The Holy Spirit always seeks
to link us to one another and to the Triune
One, which is why “Spirit” would be the

I shared the plan with our parish
priest, Fr. Pat Monette, and received his
blessing and a date on which to make
a pulpit announcement, followed by
implementation.

The event-planning process begins
after a period of reflection on scripture,
followed by agenda-free contemplation,
just sitting with Source. A cause that
needs an event, an event theme and a
symbol to reflect the theme often emerge
at some point during the day. Logistical
details can be determined later.
Perhaps an example will help.

On
the
scheduled
pulpitannouncement weekend, using a script I’d
written, I explained the idea at the Saturday
evening mass. Parishioners would collect
their two links and add the third, with their
own name, at one of the tables in the foyer.
The three-link chain would be taken home
and placed somewhere where it would
be seen several times a day—perhaps by
the television remote control or by the
toothbrush or on the car’s turn signal. Each
time the chain was seen, the parishioner
would pray by name for the person whose
first name began their chain. I urged chainholders to have imaginative fun by asking
themselves questions about their “guest,”
the term used at the homeless shelter
to describe those who spend the night:
“Where does Ben brush his teeth? When’s
the last time he had a chance to? What did
he eat today? Where’d he get the food?”
The following week the chain would be
brought back, along with a donation to Inn
from the Cold, credited to Team Linked
and Synced, as we called ourselves. One
big chain would be formed and used to
Continued on page 14...
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decorate our team’s grocery cart, to be
pushed in The Amazing Race-type event
on Push to End Homelessness race day.
The Spirit is freer than we can ever
imagine and sometimes doesn’t follow
our plan. I was reminded of this the next
morning, before the two Sunday masses,
when I reached into my bag to retrieve my
bulletin-announcement script and found
instead half a dozen bags. I had brought
the wrong bag! Instead of the supply bag,
I had grabbed my bag of cloth bags that
I use instead of plastic to bag purchases.

Secular Franciscans
celebrate permanent
profession
By Linda Adams

On February. 27 at Holy Spirit
Church in Kelowna. The Permanent
Profession of Paulette Wolfe into
The Little Flowers of St. Francis
Fraternity of the Secular Franciscan
Order was witnessed by many friends,
Paulette’s family members and
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Cerlouie Jimenez Parish Priest of
Corpus Christi, (Holy Spirit) in
Rutland,
Father Wayne Pfliger
of Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in
West Kelowna and Brother Gerry
Craig from Seton House of Prayer,
in
Kelowna.
Several
Secular
Franciscans supported Paulette by
their service as Greeters, Lector,
reader of Prayers of the Faithful, and
Gift Bearers. The music and hymn
selections enhanced the celebration.
The Reception following was catered
to by the Parish CWL in the church

So what you, Paulette, are doing
today is something counter-cultural.
There is very little in our society that
supports what you are doing, especially
in a society that in the words of Pope
Emeritus Benedict XV1, is affected
by the tidal wave of secularization.
You are out of the ordinary, in other
words, you are extraordinary. I used
that word advisedly and deliberately
because it is true. You have prepared
yourself to a plan of life, a way of
life outlined in the rule of the Secular
Franciscan Order”.

Panic seized me. “Murphy’s Law
strikes again,” I fretted. “God help me!”
Volunteer friends and I, in scavenger
hunt mode, scoured the building to
gather fresh supplies, and I scribbled a
few reminder phrases for the bulletin
announcement on a scrap of paper from
the recycling bin. “Someday I’ll laugh
about this,” I told myself, “but not today.”
The Spirit is full of surprises. Despite
sweaty palms, at the crucial moment I was
given the words I needed for the two
pulpit announcements, with even a touch
of humour thrown in.
Later, Fr. Pat, knowing the behindthe-scenes drama that had unfolded, asked
me, “How’d it go?”
it.”

Smiling, I said, “Well, I got through

“You certainly did!” he warmly
affirmed. “Sometimes when things don’t
go as we plan, the Spirit is trying to teach
us something.”
He left it at that, knowing the Spirit
would bring the lesson home.
I still enjoy event planning, but now
I do so with greater freedom and with the
confidence that, no matter what seems to
go wrong with my carefully-laid plans, if
I’m linked and synced with the Spirit, the
inner event will go well.

church Community and parishioners.
Paulette’s five sisters and their
families, her daughters and their
families came from distant places to
join Paulette in this wonderful Day of
Grace.
All of the Secular Franciscans
were delighted to have Andrew
Conrad, JPIC Animator of the
National Fraternity of Canada and
his wife, sharing with us the larger
family of Franciscans.
Mass was celebrated by Father
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hall decorated ever so ‘Franciscan’.
The Homily given by Fr. Cerlouie
was inspirational. He said,
“Commitments for life in our present
day society come hard. Our culture
as we see and hear it more often is
not very supportive of life-long
commitments.
For some of us,
everything is instant and quick that
sometimes we do not see the value of
what we are doing. We prefer to try
this or try that and if we don’t like it,
which happens from time to time…
we move on to something new.

Secular Franciscans of the Diocese
(The Little Flowers of St Francis
Fraternity meet the Second Sunday
of each month at St. Charles Garnier
Church Hall in Kelowna starting at
12:30. For information about the
Secular Franciscans or about The
Little Flowers of St. Francis, please
contact Linda Adams, Minister at
250-493-6246.)
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May 23rd, 45 parishioners from Christ the King Parish
enjoyed a hike up to the top of McIntyre Mountain to
celebrate Mass led by Fr. Neil Lustado.

BURSARY

Elk Valley Pro-life

The Sisters of St. Ann are offering a Bursary named in
honour of their foundress, Blessed Marie Anne
Blondin. This bursary offers assistance to women
seeking education in theological and ministry studies
that promote justice, peace, integrity of creation,
healing, holistic living and a healthy life style.
Priority will be given to a candidate from BC, the
Yukon or the Northwest Territories. Preference will
be given to one who is on limited income and who
sees the educational opportunity as a means of
employment training or personal growth.

For an application form, please contact:
administration@ssabc.ca or 250-592-3133

Creston parishioners have deep devotion to the
Blessed Sacrament.
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Fr. Sylvester Ibekwe celebrates mass of Pentecost with
Kelowna Youth during their hike to Hydraulic Lake.

August 2016

Immaculate Conception, Kelowna, senior youth
celebrate Pentecost with a hike to Hydraulic Lake.

Sanctity of Life Memorial
In the fall of 2015, our K of C Council
#8928 (St. John Vianney, Penticton
BC) began preliminary discussions
about erecting a tribute to the “sanctity
of life” in our community. After some
discussion, we were fortunate to receive
the assistance and advice of a local
funeral director in exploring options
and pricing. We looked at a variety
of options including erecting a head
stone and including artwork to signify
the unborn and the elderly. Discussion
took place regarding the most suitable,
secure
and
visible location
for the memorial
to
maximize
the impact but
minimize the odds
of
vandalism.
After
careful
consideration and
consultation with
our pastor (Fr. Rex
Velmonte),
the
decision was made
to select the plaque
shown below and
to have it mounted
on the front wall of
our church. After its
blessing
and dedication on Mothers’ Day (May
8, 2016 which was also appropriately
Ascension Sunday), it was been mounted
on our exterior church wall and stands as

a tribute to our community’s solidarity
with the unborn and the infirm.
As part of the blessing and dedication
of the plaque, we would like to salute
the following people who have been
instrumental in the erection of this
memorial. First of all, we want to
acknowledge the many years of service
to the unborn and their mothers by Rita
Lucier who was the heart and soul of
“Helpline”, a support service to pregnant
moms

in need in
our local community. Secondly, we
want to acknowledge the executive
and volunteers of Birthright, both past
and present, who are an invaluable
resource for many expectant and new

mothers in our area today. And finally,
we want to acknowledge the assistance
and generosity of Bill & June Everden
& Family of Everden Rust Funeral
Services who graciously donated the

marble plaque that forms the centerpiece
of our monument to the “sanctity of
life”.
Thank you all and may God continue
to bless the unborn and their mothers
as well as the
terminally
ill and their
families.

