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Board of Education Trustees left to right, back row: Kat Hawksby, Janice Caton and Tonia Frawley
Front row: Michelle Waite, Ian Hargreaves, Sarah Jane Howe, and Sheila McDonnell

The Board of Education acknowledges that we are on the traditional territories of the K’òmoks First Nation.
We would like to thank them for the privilege of living on their land and the gift of working with their children.

IN THIS ISSUE

BOARD MEETING HIGHLIGHTS
Tuesday, September 24, 2019

BOARD MEETING
HIGHLIGHTS

Board Chair Welcome, Janice Caton
Presentations / Delegations
2018-19 Financial Statements & Office of the Auditor
General Report. SD71 has prepared all financial statements

SUPERINTENDENT'S

in accordance with the Canadian Public Sector Accounting

WELCOME

Standards.
North Island College – Strategic Planning Presentation by
John Bowman, President, North Island College.

IN THE NEWS

Superintendent Report
A new Strategic Priorities Plan approved at June Baord

SCHOOLS NEWS

meeting that will guide the work of the District for the
next four years.
Collaborative Inquiries program (details in this issue).
To date $287,544 raised by the school district since it
began participating in Terry Fox runs.
Boundary/Catchment Consultation begins this fall.
Continued Pg. 2
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Superintendent's
Welcome

School Start-Up/Enrollment Update
Board/Authority Authorized
Education Courses
Human Resource Report
Retirements and Recognition
Board Committee Reports
Audit
Finance
Policy
Board Business/Correspondence

For this video message and more visit YouTube

Board Trustees' motions
Letters from Education/Community
Partners
All Board agendas & meeting minutes
are posted online at

Collaborative Inquiries
We are pleased to take this opportunity to introduce
a redesigned professional partnership/inquiry

http://bit.ly/SD71_BoardMeetings

initiative called Collaborative Inquires which will

Media coverage of the first Board meeting
can be read online at
https://www.comoxvalleyrecord.com/news/s
chool-district-71-taking-eco-assessment-ofits-properties-in-comox-valley/

be available to all staff. We will be allocating an
initial budget of $100,000 to this project. The
Collaborative Inquiry program focuses on teams of
practitioners working together with a focus on
student achievement and instructional practices.
The purpose of the program is to extend and
enhance the capacity of all involved in the project.
The funds are intended for release time and
resources.
Deadline for applications is October 31st.

For a complete video recording of this and
other Board meetings visit our District
YouTube channel
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Find the application form online at
http://bit.ly/SD71_CollaborativeInquiries

PAGE 2

SEPTEMBER 2019

ISSUE 1

In the News

Leading-edge Mental Health Supports Coming for Comox
Valley students
The following is an abridged version of the Press Release
issued by the Government of B.C.

Courtenay - Students in the Comox Valley

These integrated child and youth teams will

School District will have a clearer, easier-to-

make it so much easier to connect young people

understand path to mental health and substance

to the help they need, where and when they need

use services. A “one-care-plan” approach is a

it. The Comox Valley school district was

new service delivery model being introduced in

selected as the location for the second

their school district. Integrated teams will work

integrated child and youth team because of its

closely with school and team-based primary care

strong relationships throughout the community

and specialized services providers to offer

supporting the mental health of students as well

wraparound care to children, youth and their

as the proactive measures already in place.

families. This means individuals experiencing

These measures include: developing a district

mental health and substance use challenges and

mental health plan, including mental health

their families will no longer need to retell their

wellness as part of its strategic plan, training

stories to different care providers or search on
their own for the supports they need.

school teams in the mental health curriculum,
teaching mental health literacy at the high
school level, establishing a school-based

“For far too long, families have had to knock on
door after door to get the help they need for their
children,” said Judy Darcy, Minister of Mental
Health and Addictions.

wellness centre, and working closely with
community partners on all initiatives that
support vulnerable youth.
Learn more at
https://news.gov.bc.ca/files/BCMentalHealthRoadmap_2019.pdf

“We are extremely fortunate to be part of this great initiative. Student mental health is one of our
district’s strategic focuses and through this partnership, we will be able to work collaboratively
with our community partners to provide our students with resources that will strengthen and
improve their mental health.”
- Tom Demeo, Superintendent of Schools
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School News

Student Vote
An authentic learning program that provides students with the
opportunity to experience the voting process firsthand and
practice the habits of citizenship. Twenty schools have signed
up to participate, which places Comox Valley Schools in the
top 10% of all school districts in Canada based on the
percentage of schools registered. Among the schools, Lake
Trail Middle was selected as one of six schools to have a
question submitted to party candidates to be featured online.
Read more at https://studentvote.ca/canada/campaign-tools/
For complete news coverage visit Comox Valley Record online.
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More School News
Jiffy Lube and Staples teamed up
again this year to donate 200
backpacks for needy students.
Each pack was stocked with supplies
Other donations came from the
Kiwanis Club (297 packages of school
supplies) and Northgate Church (70
backpacks).
See more on our
YouTube channel: Backpacks

Getting Ready for September The Clerical Advisory Committee
hosted a successful and well
attended Annual Clerical Summer
Institute for new and returning
clerical staff.
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Young Cumberland Community School students
shared the mic on air with the RCMP to promote the
Slow Driving in School Zone Campaign.
For this story and more, visit the District News
online at
https://www.comoxvalleyschools.ca/apps/news/

The Annual Maintenance BBQ
hosted at G.P. Vanier August 28 was
another way to celebrate our hardworking staff who spent a busy
summer preparing schools and
grounds for the new school year.

See more images on Flickr
https://www.flickr.com/photos/comoxvalleyschoolssd71/
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