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“I shall be filled with the
vision of your glory” cf. Psalm 17:15
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BISHOP’S MESSAGE

“Let us make humanity in our image, after
our likeness”
(Gn 1:26)

(Mk 1:10). One could gaze
into the very heart of God! And
what do we witness? The total
self-giving love of the Father:
“You are my beloved Son. On
you my favour rests” (Mk 1:
11). We also witness the total
self-giving response of Jesus,
the Son, in the Holy Spirit.

Bishop John Corriveau, OFM Cap.
Dear sisters and brothers,
As we mark the 45th
anniversary
of
legalized
abortion in Canada, we realize
with pain that our secular
society has driven a wedge
between human dignity and
life. Individualism, the right
to be autonomous and independent, the right to decide our
own future autonomously, has
framed the debate about human
dignity and, even, life itself for
the past forty five years. It was

not thus from the beginning.
The very first book of the
Bible, the Book of Genesis,
does not speak of human
dignity or even life itself as
“right” but as “gift”. Life is
a free gift from God: “God
... breathed into his nostrils
the breath of life and man
became a living being” (Gn.
2:7). Dignity is a gift, given to
us gratuitously: “Let us make
humanity in our image, after
our likeness” (Gn 1:26).

Our
Trinitarian
God
revealed in Jesus Christ invites
us to reconsider the meaning
of human freedom and dignity
which lies at the heart of the
secular debate about abortion
and euthanasia. In Jesus,
we come to know God as
a Relational God – Father,
Son and Holy Spirit. This is
revealed at the baptism of
Jesus in the opening chapter of
Mark’s Gospel. Mark reports,
“he saw the sky rent in two”

Our Trinitarian God is
Loving Relationship, a “free
communion of persons –
Father, Son and Holy Spirit
– without domination and
without subordination.” The
freedom of God is not found
in autonomy, but in the
mystery
of
relationshipwithout-subordination. “God
created man in his own image,
in the image of God he created
him; male and female he
created them (Gn. 1:27).” We
were not created in the image
of a solitary, paternalistic,
isolated and autonomous God!
We were created in the image
of a Trinitarian, personal and
relational God. We image God
primarily insofar as we live in
relationship. Perfect autonomy
is not freedom, it is only
isolation. In Genesis chapter
three, after Adam and Eve eat
of the forbidden fruit they are
naked. They attempted to seize
freedom by identifying “image
of God” with autonomy. They
discover only their nakedness,
their exposure, their isolation
within creation (cf. Gen. 3:10).
God is perfect freedom because
God is the perfection of
relationship! We image God’s
freedom when we embrace
relationship.
The relationship between
a woman and the child of her
womb is one of the closest and
most the intimate relationships
possible for our humanity.
Every beat of the mother’s

heart gives life to her child. If
human freedom is to mirror the
freedom of God, there can be
no “competition” between the
dignity of the mother and the
life of the child! The choice to
terminate a pregnancy without regard to the welfare of
the unborn child is an act of
domination and subordination
which leads not to life-giving
freedom but to isolation and
lifeless autonomy. Should the
woman be coerced, as she often
is, by personal, economic or
social pressures, she is made all
the more a victim of isolation,
losing both her freedom and
her autonomy.
A “communion of persons
without
domination
and
without subordination” does
not permit that we champion
the right to life of the unborn
child without regard to the
consequences for the mother.
There can be no “competition”
between the dignity of the
mother and the life of the child.
This challenges our society
to create a culture of life
which sustains and supports
this delicate and fundamental
relationship. A culture of
life must be permeated by
compassion. Our society must
provide the physical, material,
psychological and spiritual
supports which will sustain
and accompany the woman
as she embraces the life of
her child as the most precious
expression of her freedom and
personhood. When we regard a
pregnant woman and the child
of her womb as image of God,
we are challenged to look at the
abortion debate through a new
and life-giving lens.
As secularized men and
women, we do everything in
our power ...continued on p4
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Oliver Parish
By Anne Strachan

“Go therefore and make
disciples of all nations,
baptizing them in the name of
the Father and of the Son and
of the Holy Spirit.” Oliver
parish bulletins often include
such quotes from the Bible and
other sources including G. K.
Chesterton, St. John XXIII,
Henri Nouwen, and Pope
Francis.
The town of Oliver is located
in the Southern Okanagan
Valley. At Christ the King
Parish, Mass is on Saturday
at 5 pm and Sunday at 9:30
am. Daily Mass is Tuesday
– Friday at 9 am. Mass at Our
Lady of Lourdes Mission in
Okanagan Falls (St. Barbara’s
Anglican Church), is Sunday at
11:30 am, and at St. Gregory’s
Mission (Inkameep / Nk’Mip

Your
Legacy...
Planned Giving
Program
Diocese of Nelson
Make a decision now that
will affect the life of our
Church in the Diocese of
Nelson for years to come
Your Legacy can support:
• Retired Clergy
• Seminarians
• Catholic Schools
• Evangelization
• Your Parish
Community
For more information,
contact your pastor or
Office of Planned Giving,
at the Catholic Pastoral
Centre.
Office of Planned Giving
Catholic Pastoral Centre
3665 Benvoulin Road
Kelowna, BC V1W 4M7
250-448-2725
plannedgiving@nelson
diocese.org
www.nelsondiocese.org
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Native Band Reserve), Mass
is held the third Sunday of the
month in the Band Hall at 1:30
pm. This is where Sister Shelley
Grant CND is a presence.
Pastor of this parish and
its missions is Father Neil
Lustado. He was ordained in
2011, at St. Charles Garnier
Parish in Kelowna. His parents
attended, and relatives in
the Philippines were able to
participate via Skype! There is
a lovely five-minute YouTube
presentation on the Internet
showing highlights of Fr. Neil’s
ordination.
Christ the King parish
and missions are generous
communities.
The
parish
website
includes
much
information about ongoing
events. Exposition of the
Blessed Sacrament, scripture
studies, children’s liturgy,
and religious education for
students in Kindergarten to
Grade 7 take place each week.
There’s a Parish Council,
Liturgy Committee, Finance

Highway to Healing (or
H2H), officially called The
Highway to Healing Support
Society, was formed in 2013
as a community project of the
Rotary Club of Oliver, British
Columbia.
Our mission is simple; to
assist families in the Oliver,
British Columbia area who
have a child requiring medical
care not available locally,
requiring travel outside the
Okanagan Valley.
In the past few years, several
local families have experienced
this through serious illness or
injury.
The Community has been
very supportive, providing
direct
financial
support,
assisting and donating at fundraisers or helping the affected
families directly.
Highway
to
Healing
was formed to supplement
Community
assistance
and be prepared to provide
support when crisis strikes. In
addition, the Society will aim
to be a comprehensive source

Committee, and a Building
and Maintenance person, as
well as a person coordinating
youth events. The Knights
of Columbus are very active
in the parish. They organize
monthly breakfasts, BBQs, an
annual charity appeal drive,
and a Christmas food hamper
program.
The Catholic Women’s
League engages in diverse
ministries: “...we offer our
assistance within the parish
community and fundraise
to support many valuable
causes...” There is the Oliver
Food Bank, and the Okanagan
Gleaners, who take vegetables
that would normally be wasted
and turn them into dried soup
mixes to feed the hungry of
the world. A local orchardist
offered a small acreage, with a
1920’s barn – this barn is now
a food processing plant.
The CWL also contributes
to Development and Peace,
Leprosy Relief, and Transition
House, where counseling,

of information about other
organizations who are ready
and willing to assist.
The introduction of our
Society to the Community was
held on November 21st, 2013.
Since then, the Community
support and encouragement
has been tremendous.
We have already provided
financial support to families and
in turn, received donations from
individuals and businesses. We
are a registered charity and as
such can provide tax receipts to
individuals for donations. We
plan to run a lean organization,
with low administration costs.
Our Directors take no form
of compensation and absorb
many costs personally. We are
all dedicated and motivated to
help.
In May, 2014 at our CWL
Annual Diocesan Convention
in Oliver, we donated over
$1,200 to this very worthy
Society. We would like to thank
Ernie Dumais and his group for
all their time and involvement
in this program (email:
highwaytohealing@live.ca).
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support,
and
temporary
accommodations are offered
for women and children. The
parish also supports Hogar
Belen Orphanage in Peru, Save
a Family Plan, and MaterCare,
which helps mothers and babies,
born and as yet unborn, in
developing countries. There’s a
request on the website for Bikes
for Humanity, an organization
that takes old adult bikes and
ships them to developing
countries. And there are many
more organizations that this
parish helps promote.
Other aspects of parish
life include yard sales, and
summertime BBQ lunches
followed by renting the Oliver
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pool for family swims.
Outdoor Mass is held, with
picnics afterward at the Oliver
Community Park. In winter,
there’s family skating at the
Oliver Arena.
Another quote from an
Oliver parish Sunday bulletin
expresses the ebb and flow that
parish life calls every one of
us to try to fulfill – no matter
what parish we belong to:
“Being a disciple means being
constantly ready to bring the
love of Jesus to others, and
this can happen unexpectedly
and in any place: on the street,
in a city square, during work,
on a journey.” Pope Francis,
Evangelii Gaudium, 127

Diocesan
did you know...
Bishop Emeritus
E. Cooney’s new home
Bishop Cooney has joined Msgr. Charlie Mulvihill and
Fr. George Pfliger at Northwood Residence in Kelowna.
We wish him well in his new home.

Pastoral changes
• Father Francis Dela Cruz is appointed Pastor of St.
Edward Parish (Winfield). Father Dela Cruz will continue
to serve as Pastor of St. Pius X Parish (Kelowna). Father
Dela Cruz will reside at Pius X Parish.
• Father Cerlouie Jimenez is appointed Pastor of St.
Theresa Parish (Kelowna). Father Jimenez will continue
to serve as Pastor of Holy Spirit Parish (Kelowna).
Father Jimenez will reside at St. Theresa Parish.
• Father Otto Rollheiser, O.M.I. retired from active ministry
in the Diocese of Nelson effective June 30, 2014. Father
Rollheiser has taken up residence with his brothers of
the Oblates of Mary Immaculate in Vancouver. We are
grateful for Father Otto’s years of service at St. Theresa
Parish (Kelowna) and we wish him every blessing in his
retirement.
• Father Gerald Sekanga will continue his study of Canon
Law at St. Paul University (Ottawa). He is expected to
complete his studies in the spring of 2015.
• Effective August 18, 2014, Fr. Jim Ratcliffe will retire. Fr.
Jim McHugh will begin a sabbatical experience. Fr. Bart
van Roijen will become pastor of Holy Trinity, Trail. Fr.
Matthieu Gombo will be administrator of Summerland.
Fr. Joseph Kizhakethottathil will be pastor of Fernie,
Sparwood and Elkwood. Fr. Ron Dechant OMI will be
administrator of Fruitvale and Rossland.
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from page 2... to overcome
and escape the contingency of
human life: we amass money
and power to dominate it; we
use cosmetics and face-lifts to
camouflage it; we use alcohol,
drugs and even pornography as
an anesthetic against it. When
all else fails, we claim the right
to euthanize it! Euthanasia
is the ultimate expression
of human autonomy and
isolation. God has revealed
another way! Born in a stable
and dying on a cross Jesus
embraced our vulnerability.
Without vulnerability, there
is no relationship! Without
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relationship there is no freedom.
Living Trinitarian love, we
are challenged to embrace the
contingency of human life by
forging bonds of unity with our
God, with human beings and,
indeed, with all of creation.
A month ago, we celebrated
the canonization of Pope John
Paul II. We witnessed Pope
John Paul II’s confident choice
of vulnerability in the spring
of 2005 when we followed day
by day his process of dying. In
his process of dying, the Pope
humbly thanked those who
came to share the moment of
his death.

Our Trinitarian faith helps
us to realize that from the first
moment of conception to the
last moment of our natural lives,
we are enfolded in the embrace
of loving relationships. Within
this web of relationships we
secure our lives; within this
web of relationships we realize
our dignity; within this web
of relationships we realize
our human potential and our
freedom.
John Corriveau,
O.F.M.Cap.
Bishop of Nelson
July, 2014.

WIDER CHURCH NEWS

Pontifical Commission for the Protection of
Minors: the best interests of a child or vulnerable
adult are primary in any decision
Vatican City (VIS) – The
members of the Pontifical
Commission for the Protection
of Minors held their inaugural
meeting from 1-3 May at the
Domus Sanctae Marthae. As
was previously announced,
the purpose of the meeting
was to make recommendations
to the Holy Father regarding
the Commission’s functions
and to propose additional
members from different parts
of the world. The members

who took part in the meeting
are Catherine Bonnet, France;
Marie Collins, Ireland; Sheila
Baroness Hollins, United
Kingdom;
Cardinal
Sean
Patrick O’Malley O.F.M. Cap.,
United States; Claudio Papale,
Italy; Hanna Suchocka, Poland;
Humberto Miguel Yanez, S.J.,
Argentina; and Hans Zollner,
S.J., Germany.
At the end of the meeting,
during a briefing at the Holy
See Press Office, the following

statement was issued on behalf
of the Commission:
“As we begin our service
together, we wish to express
our heartfelt solidarity with
all victims/survivors of sexual
abuse as children and vulnerable
adults and to share that, from
the very beginning of our work,
we have adopted the principle
that the best interests of a child
or vulnerable adult are primary
when any decision is made.”

F A I T H F O R M AT I O N

Diocesan
did you know...
Bishop John appointed to
Vatican commission
On March 29, 2014, the Holy Father appointed Bishop
John Corriveau, OFM Cap., Bishop of Nelson, as a member
of the Congregation for the Institutes of Consecrated Life
and the Societies of Apostolic Life. This Congregation is a
department of the Holy See and is responsible for everything
which concerns Institutes of Consecrated Life (orders and
religious congregations, both of men and of women, as
well as secular institutes) and Societies of Apostolic Life
regarding their government, discipline, studies, goods,
rights, and privileges.

Death of Mary Richardson
Mary worked with the First Nations people of the East
and West Kootenays and received grants from Catholic
Missions in Canada to finance her projects. When she
died in a tragic accident in March, CMIC honored her
with a special page on their Facebook site, here: https://
www.facebook.com/notes/catholic-missions-in-canada/
a-mothers-day-tribute-to-a-missionary-mary-richardson1952-2014/762594143774646. It is a wonderful tribute to
a woman of generous integrity. The First Nations people
joined others to celebrate her life and work with a Memorial
Mass and Feast in the Cranbrook First Nations Centre.

Catholic family camp
Held at Easter Seals Camp in Winfield in Lake Country
from September 5-7th. NEW fees this year: “flat fee” of
$115 per family for the entire 3 days. This includes camp
site (tent, RV, or rustic cabin), two free Knights of Columbus
meals, and access to all guest speaker workshops, family
programming, and activities for the whole weekend. Or,
prefer not to camp? Our $45 non-camping rate allows your
whole family to come and go throughout the weekend as
your schedule allows. An additional option: adults ages
55+ can spend all day Saturday at camp for only $15. We
invite you to come check it out. To register and to receive
more details, email Louise Elliott at louiselliott@shaw.ca.
Deadline to register is June 30, 2014. Spots are limited. Its
faith, its family, its fun.

New superintendent of schools
Bev Pulyk left the position of Superintendent of the
Catholic Independent Schools of Nelson Diocese in June,
and moving to Victoria BC as Superintendent of the diocesan
Catholic schools there. For well over a decade, Bev has
helped to shape the students, teachers and administration of
our diocesan schools with fortitude, good humor and integrity.
She leaves very large shoes to fill.

Cranbrook Confirmation class

And Arthur (Art) Therrien from Queen of Angels School in
Duncan BC will try to fill those shoes. We welcome him from
the Island to the sunny Okanagan and the Diocese of Nelson.
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WITNESS:

voices and choices
George Horak, a member of Christ
the Servant parish in Cranbrook, has
published his memoir “Witness: Voices
and Choices” through the Benedictine
press in Muenster, Saskatchewan.
He shares adventures and experiences
from every stage of his life: growing
up in an austere Catholic family in the
former Czechoslovakia, witnessing the
destruction of World War II, rebelling
against the Communists and escaping
to South America. That’s just his first
twenty years.

Bishop John leads ground
breaking for new parish
hall of Invermere, July 13.

Cranbrook
improvement
projects
Both underfoot and overhead, some
recent projects have enhanced the
churches in Cranbrook. After 27 years,
Christ the Servant Church has a fully
paved parking lot, with 10 accessibilityfavoured parking stalls. 93 year-old
parishioner Charlie Manners was the
first to bring his (almost 93 year-old)
Dodge Caravan onto the new pavement.
Incidentally, Charlie prefers to use the
regular parking stalls.
St. Mary Church, built in 1927,
received a new metal roof in its 87th
year. With new air-conditioning installed
last year, parishioners will remain cool
and dry, no matter the weather.

In his engaging, narrative style,
he writes about his struggle to fulfill
his promise to become a priest, and
his intense emotional and spiritual
dilemma wrestling with the decision
that will change his life forever.
Through every twisting turn on his
journey, George has been a witness to
his faith. There is so much more to this
compelling memoir: a mystic’s view of
God and human experience, women and
the Church, his encounter with Padre
Pio and living an authentic life.
His stories evoke questions and
reflections on the complexity and
joy of our human transitory journey.
This book is available at Lotus
Books, Coles Bookstore or by
contacting Douglas Francis Mitchell
at d.pmitchell@shaw.ca.
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EDITORIAL

Diocesan
did you know...

A Friendly Reminder
We should never be on vacation from the Eucharist, “the centre of
the Church’s life”. Instituted and mandated by the love of Christ, “it
is the source and summit of Christian life”.

Other changes

The idea of vacation, contained in the invitation, “Come to me, all
you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you
rest” (Matthew 11:28), and which fits in so beautifully in the days of
summer, remains true all year long.

As of July 1, the Office of the Bishop will be staffed by
two half-time persons: Sr. Phyllis and Kim Jacobs. Kim will
be assuming almost all of the elements of the Executive
Assistant role, with Sr. Phyllis as consultant and backup,
and continuing to work with priest’s information and other
things. So in calling the Executive Assistant to the Bishop,
you may get either Kim or Sr. Phyllis.

It is an invitation to celebrate the sacrament which fosters our
communion with God and with one another.

Three email addresses are “open for business” for
the Office of the Bishop. (You may want to change your
addresses accordingly.)

To think that, because the school year is over, and because the
activities of most church organizations are done for the summer, it is
alright to be on vacation from the Sunday liturgy is to miss the point of
Jesus who said, “Do this in memory of me”.

• executive.assistant@nelsondiocese.org – both Kim and
Sr. Phyllis will receive emails sent to this address
• kim.jacobs@nelsondiocese.org – personal address for
Kim
• phyllis.giroux@nelsondiocese.org – personal address
for Sr. Phyllis

Our conscious expression of solidarity with God in the community
cannot be replaced by our times near the lake or at the camp site.

One phone extension, #200 will be shared by Kim and
Sr. Phyllis.

We need the Eucharist so that we can be refreshed to carry the
burdens of life even as the waves embrace the weightlessness of clouds
extolling God’s gracious deeds.

Technology and the church
Archbishop Claudio Maria Celli, the president of the
Pontifical Council on Social Communications and one of
the originators of the Pope’s Twitter feed, said in a recent
speech:

– CB

On the cover:
On June 22, Christ the King
Parish celebrated the start of
summer with Mass at 11:00am
followed by a community BBQ
lunch prepared by our Knights of
Columbus in our church courtyard. Parishioners brought
along their favorite salads and
desserts to be shared with the
BBQ feast and fellowship was

enjoyed in the sunshine. The afternoon ended with a
free family community swim, sponsored by the Parish.
Fr. Neil was among those who enjoyed a game of water
basketball.
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• It’s absolutely necessary that the Church establish a
presence in the digital world.
• We are always fishing in the aquarium...The majority of
fish are outside the aquarium.
• The Church is a community of communities. Its use of
social media should reflect that.
• The high rate of retweeting of the Pope’s tweets means
that the Church is reaching an ever-wider community.
• People no longer pay attention–if they ever did–simply
because a church leader is speaking.
• We don’t want a network of wires, but a network of
people.
• Unless we engage digital media, we will wind up talking
to ourselves.
What do you think? What do our young people think?
What will this mean in their Church of 2025?

Publisher:
Editor:
Associate Editors:

Bishop John Corriveau, OFM Cap
Rev. Conrado Beloso
Fr. Cerlouie F. Jimenez, Bob Greene

Staff:

Marilyn Gareau, Mary Jane Leppard
Peter Reghenas, Mary Marasco,
Regina Vinge, Hilda Cadorath,
Angelo Schianni, Betty Schianni,
Dorothy Latak, Lee Abamonga
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Welcome back to Kelowna

Streams of Dreams
By Fr. Gabriel Chinnaperiannan

Newly created Cardinal Orlando Quevedo,
Archbishop of Cotabato and our Filipino priests in the
Okanagan celebrating Filipino mass at St. Pius X.
(From the left Fr. Rex Velmonte, Fr. Cerlouie Jimenez, Cardinal
Quevedo, Fr. Francis Dela Cruz, and Fr. Neil Lustado)
By Victoria Barredo-Oppertshauser

His Eminence Cardinal Orlando
Quevedo OMI flew in to Kelowna last
July 2, 2014. The parishioners of St. Pius
X Church were overjoyed to have the new
Cardinal celebrate Mass twice last July 6:
in the morning for the English Mass and
in the afternoon for the Filipino Mass.
The Cardinal also celebrated Masses at
St. Edwards Church. Fr. Francis is now
responsible for both St. Pius and St.
Edwards and he brought the Cardinal
along with him to work.
His Sunday homily was easy to follow
and the message clear. God is not out there
but within us and that when we pray we let
him into our hearts from within. He asked
us to pray for lasting peace in the region
he serves. The Philippines’ second voting
and newest Cardinal lives and works in
the southernmost part of the Philippines,
which is occupied by Muslims and
Christians alike.
Back in August 2013, the Cardinal
visited Kelowna for the first time as an
Archbishop. We were impressed by his
friendliness and approachability. Now
he is a Cardinal, a Prince of the Roman
Catholic Church and he remains as
unassuming and down-to-earth. He says
he stops by Kelowna to see how the priest
from his Archdiocese, Fr. Francis dela
Cruz is doing.

Fr. Francis, known to us for his sense
of humor commented that he could not
invite the Pope to visit Kelowna but he
succeeded in bringing a Cardinal here.
Father also quipped that he has given up
his dream of becoming a Cardinal after
seeing the amount of work and the hectic
schedule the new Cardinal has.
Pope Francis is scheduled to be in the
Philippines in 2015 and this will make the
Cardinal even busier.
Here’s a clip on the Cardinal taken
from a Salt and Light blog: “The chief
peace negotiator of the largest Muslim
rebel group, the Moro Islamic Liberation
Front, whose administrative camp is on
the outskirts of Cotabato, said the city’s
archbishop, Cardinal-designate Orlando
Quevedo, “has been very supportive of the
peace process.”
Father Louis Lougen, superior general
of the Oblates of Mary Immaculate, the
religious order to which Cardinal-designate
Quevedo belongs, said that by naming the
Cotabato archbishop a cardinal, “Pope
Francis is giving a signal to all of us: It
is the recognition of a very committed
missionary, a priest and bishop who leads
by serving others, whose main concern
is the Gospel and the poor and who has
worked tirelessly to promote friendship
between Christians and Muslims, to
support their struggle to live together in
respect and peace.”
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“Shall we to the Toby Creek”
asked my friend from Edmonton. I
nodded my head in agreement. He
continued, ‘people say that it is a
beautiful sight to look at and behold
when it is in spate’. His excitement
aroused a curiosity in me to explore
the roots of Toby Creek. We began
our expedition on a hot summer day
in July, which took us to the glittering
waterways of Toby Creek along with
the lush green panoramic mountain
top of Panorama. Immersed in the
grandeur and beauty of the mountain,
my friend enjoyed the fresh water
stream of the Toby Creek along with
the thick and dark mountain terrain.
He would have taken at least a couple
of hundred pictures of this fascinating
Creek during our visit. When we
reached the top, I told him that
streams are essential for water cycle
and groundwater recharge. They also
serve as corridors for fish and wildlife
migration. In his amazement he said,
“It looks like heaven, beautiful and
wonderful”. In fact, awe inspiring,
‘How good God is to provide us with
this scenic beauty!”
Downhill we drove around the
arena and he was thrilled to watch
the youngsters skating, biking and
hiking. It’s fantastic to see these young
people occupying with several skill
activities, he whispered, while I was
reading the Board that was erected
near the arena. “Streams of Dreams”
phrase attracted me very much among
other information that are found in
the board. I was beginning to make
a connection between the streams
of skills and the hopes and dreams
of these youngsters. How vibrant
they are, with agility, briskness and
enthusiasm, each one practices his or
her skill to make a difference and to
achieve the hopes and dreams of their
life. I mused and prayed, someday
someone from this little community
and from this arena might become
a world famous superstar, bringing
glory and honor to our life.

The Oblate superior also said he hoped
the naming of a new cardinal from a
region that has suffered from 40 years of
sporadic conflicts would “bring attention
to the importance of dialogue, respect,
peace-building and may reinforce the
commitment of all of us to this process.”

But within seconds, my mind was
flying with the dreams of the young
king Solomon as we read in 1Kings
3:4-15 “God appeared in a dream to
Solomon who was just made king and
said,’ Ask what you would like me
to give you’. Solomon replied, ‘Give
your servant a heart to understand how
to discern between good and evil’.
Solomon asked for wisdom. In fact God
himself was surprised by the answer
of Solomon because he did not ask for
victory, riches and long life, rather he
asked for wisdom. The Bible continues
that God was pleased with this answer
of Solomon since he asked for wisdom
and in His goodness, blessed him with
a heart full of shrewdness along with
all the rest of the blessings. Saint Paul
in 1Corinthians 1:23 writes, “Jesus
Christ is the power of God and wisdom
of God”. May our young people be
blessed with this wisdom that comes
from God, so that they may be able to
trust in His Almighty power to achieve
their hopes and dreams, rather than
trusting in their streams of skills alone.
Skill development is good but trust in
God’s power is better. Let them dream
big everyday with the hope that God
will bless them in their pursuit. As
adults, shall we assist them to imbibe
this greatness of heart? Everyone who
achieves this greatness is considered
by Psalm1:3-4 as people planted near
running streams:
“He is like a tree that is planted
by water streams,
Yielding its fruit in season, its
leaves never fading;
Success attends all he does”.
Scripture attests to the fact that this
stream is flowing from the open side
of Christ and all who come to him are
nourished all the while in their life to be
happy and successful. Can we try to be
planted near this ever flowing and never
drying stream of Christ?

DIOCESE OF NELSON

STEWARDSHIP:
PRE-AUTHORIZED
GIVING PLAN
SAG (Stewardship: (Pre) Authorized
Giving) allows to make their regular
Sunday offering to their parish using
the “direct debit” system. SAG is an
option, not a requirement!
Brochures with details
available in your parish.
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Castlegar arsonist’s
second conviction
Fr. David John from Castlegar,
B.C. relates what has happened
recently to the young man who
committed the arson attack on St.
Rita’s church in Castlegar.

Second Guilty Plea
About a year ago Lee
Wilding, who is now 19 years
old, pleaded guilty to setting
light to St. Rita’s Catholic
Church and presbytery in
Castlegar. The fire that occurred
at the start of Holy Week 2013
completely destroyed the
church building and its contents
and most of the presbytery. In
March this year just eight days
after his release from prison
for the first offence he again
set light to a Castlegar church,
this time the ‘Kinnaird Church
of God’. On Monday 2nd June
2014 he pleaded guilty to this
second fire and was sentenced.
During a two hour hearing it
became apparent that Lee had
never made any statement to
the police or others about why
he had done what he had done.
So before passing sentence the
judge invited Lee to address
the court and he agreed. Lee
apologised to the court, to the
churches and to the people
of Castlegar for what he had
done. It certainly seemed like
a heartfelt apology and he
looked contrite. The judge
invited him to say something
about why he had burned two
churches in Castlegar to which
he answered: “It was nothing
to do with religion” and he
went on to say that what he had
done was madness.
While his statement was far
from complete it did appear to
be given with a certain amount
of emotion and I certainly
was touched by it. Unlike his
previous appearance where
he had seemed to be remote
from the proceedings, on this
occasion, although obviously
very shy, he did look directly at
myself and others in the court
as he gave his apology.

The Crown Prosecution
Service and Lee’s defence
lawyer jointly asked for a
two year custodial sentence
to be followed by three years’
probation. The judge eventually
accepted this sentence. When
Lee is released on probation
there will be something like
seventeen restrictions on him
and it was indicated that during
his probation period he will be
living far away from Castlegar
and indeed the diocese.
I must just add a note
about the judge in this case.
At this and at Lee’s previous
hearing the judge very much
impressed me by his care and
concern for the community.
Two years prison might seem
like a very light sentence but
in his summary the judge
explained that he would have
liked to give a longer sentence
but his overriding concern
was that Lee would have strict
and effective supervision for
the longest time possible,
and under the restrictions of
Canadian law he concluded that
this sentence best protected the
people of Castlegar. There was
absolutely no sentimentality
in what the judge said and he
pulled no punches when he
spoke to Lee about what he had
done.

The Future
When the parishioners
in Castlegar first started
celebrating Mass in the parish
hall it was a slightly novel
experience, the layout was
more intimate than it had
been in our old ‘long and thin’
church, and we were energised
by the thought that no one was
going to interrupt our life as a
Church. Now after just over a
year I fear that a certain amount
of ‘hall fatigue’ might be setting
in. As a parish we must try to
avoid letting this fatigue take
us backwards. Lee will be in
his mid-twenties when he ends
his time of supervision, he has
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Have you seen Our Lady
of Jasna Gora? Travelling to
Poland to visit this special
icon may be too difficult and
expensive a trip to make but
you could consider coming
to Creston, B.C. to visit and
pray before a hand woven
tapestry, an artistic image
composed of woollen yarn,
string, hemp, gold & silver
thread and pearls.
Lika Meers-Skarzynska,
a person of great spiritually
and a God-given gift as an
artist used her craft in 2000
to begin a project of special
meaning to this Polish
immigrant. She has a strong
history and devotion to our
Lady. Lika put in long days
at her weaving and changed
the lily pattern on the cloak
of the Madonna as she wove
the maple leaf pattern in its
place.
Lika went to school in
Pniewy, Poland. The school
was run by Mother Helena
Kodochowska who was
the foundress of the Grey
Ursuline Sisters. Lika’s
deep faith and spiritual
growth came from being at
that school.
Lika’s story is told in a
letter which she wrote to
Pope John Paul II in 2002.
I became a student of
universal Theatrical and
Art History, with special
interest
in
children’s
theatre and graduated from
the University Extension
in Warsaw, June 1963.

apologised to us, and the
civil authorities have dealt
with his crimes. Our calling
now is to forgive and to pray
for this troubled boy; with
head bowed Lee promised
that he would never do
anything like this again and
said he wanted to change his
life, so we must ask God to
help him with that resolve.
Lee’s
apology
was
far from complete but if
we always wait for our

Our Lady of Jasna
Gora: a tapestry
I worked in the field for 25
years. I took tapestry as a
hobby. In 1978, I moved to
Canada. I always wanted to
weave the image of Our Lady
of Czestochowa, with a motif
of Canadian leaves, as a pattern
of her robe. As much as I miss
the presence of our Holy Mary
here in Canada, Canada needs
her presence and help.
When I started to work
on my project, I listened to
Andrea Bocelli, Ludzmierski’s
vespers or in total silence. I
prayed to Holy Mary to guide
my hands. The Rosary Group
from our church also prayed
for my intention. I kept my
work in secret. I felt that only
the Holy Father could accept
my work, the Holy Image, if
it was worthy. I would like to
bring the tapestry to Rome to
receive a special blessing from
Your Holiness. My intention
is to place the tapestry in our
local church in the Rocky
Mountains.

adversaries to make a perfect
act of contrition then we will
be waiting a long time. We
have more than so many people
ever get: Lee looked us in the
eye while he said he was sorry
for what he had done and as he
promised never to do anything
like this again.
As I see it we need to leave
any negativity behind and see

Even though many people
told her that nothing would
come of her request for a
blessing, she continued.
Her determination was
fixed. Six weeks later, she
received a letter from the
Vatican. She was thanked
for the photograph and story
of the tapestry. She was
informed that she could see
Pope John Paul II on March
19, 2003 and to contact
Father Konrad Hejmo with
her travel plans.
This tapestry was blessed
at the Vatican on March 19,
2003 by his Holiness, Pope
John Paul II. Then, on May
18, 2003, the Madonna
was hung in Holy Cross
Catholic Church, Creston.
This is the same day that
Mother Kodochowska was
canonized. This icon was
graciously given to the
Parish where Lika has been
a faithful member for 26
years.

the great opportunity we have as
a parish.
Thus we do pray for the many
people in our parish who are
now working so hard to create
a new church for us that will be
prayerful, peaceful and a true
sign of our permanent presence
in this community.
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Immaculata
Mustangs
back-to-back
Provincial
Champions

Aberdeen Speech Competition. Eight students from
Grades 5 and 6 entered the Speech Competition at
Aberdeen Hall. Jacob Hopegood placed 3rd in Grade 5
with his speech entitled “Boxes”. Matthew Hopley placed
3rd for Grade 6 with his speech on duct tape and Elise
Phelan placed 2nd with her speech entitled “Billboards
that Can Make the World a Better Place”.

Getting the facts right about
Independent Schools
By Beverly Pulyk

The teacher strike in the public
school system has led to much
misinformation about independent
schools in BC. In June, a public
school parent in Vancouver
initiated a petition lobbying
the provincial government to
eliminate funding to independent
schools. It is important that the
general public understand the
implication if such a decision
by the provincial government
were to ever take place. The end
result would yield an even greater
financial burden on the education
system in this province.
Recent statistics published by
the Federation of Independent
SchoolAssociations BC (FISABC)
indicate that the 350 independent
schools in the province account
for approximately 12% of all
school aged children in the
province and 29% of the 78,084
independent school students
attend Catholic schools. At the
same time, independent schools
receive approximately 5.3%
of the Ministry of Education
dollars allotted to all schools in
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The Immaculata Mustangs
Sr. Girls Soccer team captured
back-to-back
Provincial
Championships last week in
Vancouver. The tournament
started well for the Mustangs
as they won their pool with
wins over Ft. St. James, North
Island, and Nakusp. This put
the Mustangs into the semifinal against the hosts from
West Point Grey Academy.
The Mustangs jumped out to
an early 2-0 lead with goals
from Ashlyn Day and Emma
Johnson within the first 10
minutes of the game. West
Point Grey pushed back to
get on the scoreboard, but the
Mustangs defense held strong

to keep the Wolves at bay. The
Mustangs’ Jaedyn Penkala
would score a late goal to finish
off the Wolves attack and book
a spot in the final.
In the final game the
Mustangs came up against
their old rivals from GlenlyonNorfolk School in Victoria.
Immaculata’s rivalry with
Glenlyon-Norfolk dates back to
2006, with the Mustangs having
won 4 previous meetings to the
Gryphons 2. Both teams also
entered the game having won
4 Provincial Championships.
The game started with a flurry
from the Mustangs, having
wave after wave of attack
stifled by the Gryphons. First,
a Stephanie McCann deflection
was cleared off the goal line.
Next, a Lindsay Lalach header
just missed high. Finally, the
Gryphons were able to clear
a goal mouth scramble. The
Gryphons meanwhile looked
very dangerous on the counterattack, testing the Mustangs
defense at every opportunity.

9

Hannah Johnson, Stephanie
McCann, Hayley Slade and
Ashley Prehofer stood tall
on the Mustangs back line,
and kept the score 0-0 at the
half. In the second half the
Mustangs settled into the game
and controlled the play. Jaedyn
Penkala and Erin Graham
provided the engine for the
Mustangs, but they couldn’t
solve the back line of the
Gryphons. Finally, with less
than last ten minutes to go, a
low shot from Emma Johnson
found the bottom corner of the
net to give the Mustangs the
lead. The back line would hold
off wave after wave of attack
to preserve the lead and give
the Mustangs back-to-back
Provincial
Championships.
Emma Johnson was named as
the tournament’s golden boot
winner scoring 9 goals, while
Erin Graham was awarded the
Tournament MVP. This marks
the school’s 5th girl’s soccer
championship.

the province. This is less than
half the operating costs if these
students were educated in the
public sector. Suffice it to say,
independent schools save the
government money each and
every year.
Comments have been made
that independent schools do
not accept children with special
needs; again, this statement
incorrect. In 2012, 4.5% students
with special needs were funded
in public schools; just over 4%
were funded in independent
schools. Other comments are
that only well off parents send
their children to independent
schools; this also is not true.
Most independent schools tend to
enroll students from a wide range
of socioeconomic backgrounds.
“It is interesting to note that
independent school parents
continue to pay taxes for public
schools even though their children
attend independent schools.
There is no system of directing
property taxes to specific systems,
as there is in some provinces.”
Also, independent schools receive
nothing for land, buildings or

Back Row (l to r): Coach Todd Penkala, Grace Miller, Mara Routley, Ashlyn Day, Claire
Selwood, Hayley Slade, Jaedyn Penkala, Emily Haber, Hannah Johnson, Lindsay Lalach,
Kat Routley, Stephanie McCann, Coach Paul Freire
Front Row (l to r): Morgan Painchaud, Kiera Freire, Kate Johnson, Erin Graham, Emma
Johnson, Ashley Prehofer, Celina Matte, Hannah Slade
equipment. (FISA media fact
sheet, March 2014)
Taking all of the above into
account, if operating grants
to independent schools were
eliminated, many independent
schools would be forced to
close. If this happened then the
provincial government would
be faced with a greater financial
challenge as well as the need to

find space for 78,000 students.
The
Federation
of
Independent School Associations
BC, established in 1966, is the
voice for independent school
members, and acts as a liaison
between the schools and the
provincial government, and other
educational institutions.
The
Catholic Independent Schools
(CIS) group is one of the five

associations within the FISA.
There are three CIS members
elected as representatives to the
15 member FISA Board and they
ensure that the “Catholic” voice
is heard.
Please feel free to share the
above information with others,
especially those who do not have
the correct information about
independent schools.
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On Friday, March 7, 2014, 95 people gathered at Holy
Trinity Catholic Church in Trail, BC for an ecumenical service
prepared by the women of Egypt.

World day of prayer

The women of seven different Christian Churches took
part in the readings; Holy Trinity Catholic Church, Trail
United, St. Andrew’s United of Rossland, The Salvation
Army, Presbyterian Church, St. Andrew’s Anglican, and
Sacred Heart Catholic of Rossland.
The service included a procession of four ladies in various
Egyptian dress, accompanied by Egyptian music. The church
was decorated with some symbols and metal and pottery
vessels from Egypt. The congregation took part in the prayers
and sang a variety of uplifting hymns.
Laura Makay who had spent a month in Egypt gave a
glimpse into some of the differences and similarities of the
women of Egypt and North America.
After the service, many gathered for refreshments, enjoying
Egyptian pictures and objects on display and socializing.
Donations from the congregation were sent to the Women’s
Inter-Church Council of Canada.
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• I prefer to receive the Catholic Mountain Star by Canada Post
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Register for September 2014!
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NEW! Certificate of Theology
NEW! Diploma of Theology
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Graduate
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Over the past few years postage costs
have been increasing which has had an
impact on the costs of distributing the
Catholic Mountain Star. In order to
continue to produce the paper without
increasing costs we are considering
alternate methods of distribution. We
ask that you, the reader, help us by
completing a short questionnaire that
is found at the end of this article.
In 2013, postage costs for the three
issues totaled in excess of $20,000
with returns of undeliverable papers
charged at $1.16 per paper. In order to

attempt to reduce the costs of delivery,
we are asking you to let us know how
you would like the Catholic Mountain
Star delivered to you. The following
survey will help us to determine the
readership of the Catholic Mountain
Star, and whether you prefer to read
the newspaper in its current form or
online.
Thank you for taking the time to
complete this survey. Your response
will help us to provide the Catholic
Mountain Star to as many members of
our diocese in as cost effective way as

Master of Theological Studies
Master of Divinity
Master of Theology
Certificate in Catholic School
Administration
Master of Religious Education
To register contact:
ph 780.392.2450
toll free 1.844.392.2450

possible. We appreciate your continued
support of the Pilgrimage of Faith Appeal.
The Pilgrimage of Faith Committee.
The Pilgrimage of Faith Committee
assists the Diocese in supporting you, our
parishes and our priests through equitable
distribution of Appeal funds to our many
parishes and programs. If you have any

Explore your Faith

Online Faith Formation Courses
Benedict XVI Institute for
New Evangelization
26 Courses in Scripture, Liturgy,
Pastoral Care, Social Justice, Youth
Ministry, and more...

$70 per course

Register online at

www.newman.edu/ccs

FAITH SEEKING UNDERSTANDING

www.newman.edu
questions or comments, please address
them to the Committee through any of the
following means:
E-mail: pof@nelsondiocese.org
Telephone: 250-448-2725 ext. 240
Mail: Catholic Pastoral Centre,
3665 Benvoulin Road,
Kelowna, BC V1W 4M7
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Far more than readers: Ministers
of the Word and bearers of Christ
By Fr. Bart van Roijen

The Word of God has a sacred place
in the Liturgy of the Church, for it is
the very presence of Christ himself, the
Eternal Word of God made flesh. He
through whom all things were created
(see Genesis 1:3), whose ministry the
prophets proclaimed (see Isaiah 55:
11), He who became one of us in all its
fullness, “And the Word became flesh
and lived among us, and we have seen
his glory, the glory as of a father’s only
son, full of grace and truth” (Jn. 1: 14).
In chapter 10 of John’s Gospel we
are told that “the sheep follow him
because they recognize his voice” (Jn.
10:4). It is the voice of the one who goes
“ahead of them” (Jn. 10:4), who “lays
his life down for them” (Jn. 10:15) and
who “leads them in right paths for his
name’s sake” (Ps. 23:3). It is the voice
of the one who permeates all scripture,
the voice of the one who died on the
cross for our sake and the voice of the
one who speaks at the very heart of the
liturgy: “This is my body...”, “This is my
blood...” This is he to whom we testify
as followers of Christ; his presence is
real, we give him voice.
Those who are called to be Ministers
of the Word and those who are assembled
are much more than Readers or
Listeners. Each in turn, and all together,
are called into communion with the
Word. Again and again, the faithful are
taught to make room for Christ in their
lives, to sit with God’s Word in prayer.
St. Jerome was not afraid to say that,
“Ignorance of Scripture is ignorance of
Christ”. For if we do not take time to
dispose ourselves to him, how can we
possibly communicate him to others,
either in word or in deed?
The Church’s proclamation of the
Word risks a certain sterility if we are
not the first to be convinced. Ministers
of the Word are to be chosen for their
love of the Word. Having made room
for him in their lives, they, like St. John,
need to give voice to the one “who was
from the beginning, the one they have
heard and seen with their own eyes, the
one they have touched and carefully
watched, concerning the Word of life”
(based on 1 Jn. 1:1). It is in Testifying
to the Word made flesh, in being
Ministers of the Word, that makes their
joy complete.
Familiarity with the Word during the

week affects both the delivery of the
one who proclaims and the disposition
of the one who listens. For this there is
no substitute. Even the best “Readers”,
if not steeped in the Word, fall short of
true ministry. Technique and expertise
can never substitute for genuine love
and true witness to the Word we have
come to know.
In opening oneself to the Word during
the preceding week, a few questions may
be of help. “What type of reading is it? “,
“Is it a story, an instruction, a reflection,
a moral exhortation...?”, “What words,
phrases, actions, people stand out?”,
“Why do they stand out?”, “Can you
hear the voice of the Good Shepherd?”,
“What is he telling you?”, “How does
it connect with your life?”. Remember,
an encounter with God’s Word is an
encounter with Christ. Though some
readings are more difficult than others,
time spent with God’s Word is time well
spent.
When engaged in ministry, the
Minister of the Word should never draw
attention to themselves. It is the Word
they serve. “Guidelines for Readers”,
promulgated by our Diocese a number
of years ago, remind us, “by his or her
way of life, voice, attitude, posture and
physical appearance, the Minister of the
Word should convey the dignity and
sacredness of the Word. Their role is
that of a herald of God’s Word.” And,
though “perfection in this ministry may
not always be achieved, it must always
and seriously be sought” -- not for the
glory of the one who ministers, but to the
glory of God who is made manifest.
Ministers of the Word should be
familiar with the use of the sound system.
They should be familiar with how to
turn it on and what type of adjustments
need to be made to the microphone (if
any) for optimal transmission. And
yet, despite the obvious advantage of
amplification, the human voice is still
their greatest tool. True Witnessing
requires boldness; Ministers of the
Word must speak up and make every
effort to be heard.
Of all the technical attributes, pacing
is most important. The saying, “haste
makes waste” comes true when words
are lost, punctuation and the power of
silences are ignored and everything is
rushed and trivialized. Ministers of
the Word must take care to slow down
enough to pronounce each word clearly

and distinctly and to allow the Word to
penetrate into the hearts of the faithful.
This is especially true when regional
accents are at work.
Slowing down also helps the volume
and the tone of voice. It conveys the
message that what is being shared
is important and requires both time
and respect. A short pause at the end
of each paragraph and at the end
of the Reading, before proclaiming
“The Word of the Lord”, highlights a
particular thought and accentuates the
fact that this is indeed “The Word of
God”. An extended period of silence
between readings further allows time
for the Word to take effect. In our haste,
we do a disservice to the Word, by not
allowing it its proper place and attention
at the heart of the liturgy.
To conclude, let us draw our
attention to the General Intercessions,
also known as the Prayers of the
Faithful. As both titles imply these
prayers are both general, encompassing
a wideness that reflects the Prayers of
the Church, as well as the Prayers of the
People. As such, they should reflect the
needs and concerns of both the local as
well as the universal Church. Though
they should include the prayers of the
greater Church, the World, the sick
and the dying, the specific issues that
permeate the collective consciousness
and the dead, they could also include
one or two pertinent local concerns that
have wide resonance for the faithful
assembled. If at all possible, these
prayers are best composed by a small
group of individuals who have a good
sense of both the universal and the
pertinent. In their composition they
should be clear, to the point and open to
God’s grace. They should never be used
to convey information best left for the
announcements or be too prescriptive
in bending God to our agenda and will.
If proper names are used when praying
for the sick, permission to do so must
be sought from the person or family
involved.
Those responsible in reading the
General Intercessions should take some
time to familiarize themselves with
their wording and phrasing. Special
care should be taken in the proper
pronunciation of people’s names. Those
responsible for this ministry should
proceed to the microphone set aside for
this purpose, as soon as the Creed has
been recited, and they should remain
there until the Presider has offered a
short concluding prayer.

Catholic Mountain Star

13

Light of the world:
Jesus–and us
By Richard Dunstan

Jesus, Light of the World was the theme
of Nelson Diocesan Catholic Charismatic
Conference 2014, held April 25 and 26
at St. Anne’s Parish in Osoyoos. Richard
Dunstan, editor of B.C. Charismatic
newsletter and past chair of Catholic
Charismatic Renewal Services of B.C.,
was the speaker for the event.
Jesus is the Light of the world. And so
are we. Or at least, Jesus wants us to be.
Obviously, the primary light of the world
is Jesus Himself, “the true light, which
enlightens everyone” (John 1:9; see also
3:19, 8:12). But in the Sermon on the
Mount, He uses the same expression about
us: “You are the light of the world. A city
set on a mountain cannot be hidden. Nor
do they light a lamp and then put it under
a bushel basket; it is set on a lampstand,
where it gives light to all in the house. Just
so, your light must shine before others,
that they may see your good deeds and
glorify your heavenly Father.” (Matthew
5:14-16 NAB)
We have a big job to do. Big,
as in difficult; and also big, as in
overwhelmingly important. We, like St.
Paul, are to be “a light to the Gentiles that
you may be an instrument of salvation
to the ends of the earth... to open their
eyes that they may turn from darkness
to light and from the power of Satan to
God.” (Acts 13:17, 26:18) We have a
responsibility for the eternal fate of our
fellow humans. Are we ready for that?
Not unless we have surrendered ourselves
to the primary light: Jesus.
References to light, in the New
Testament, can be loosely divided into
three categories: the light of personal
conversion, the light of the Christian life,
and the light of outreach. Let’s call these
Come to the Light, Walk in the Light, and
Be the Light.
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God’s call in our
lives: three stories
from the Bible

By Fr. Bart van Roijen

The story of Samuel begins with
God’s Call (1 Samuel 3: 1-10). “Samuel,
Samuel,” God calls to him one night.
Not familiar with God’s voice, Samuel
runs to Eli. “Here I am, for you called
me.” “Go to bed,” Eli replies. “I did
not call you.” “Samuel, Samuel,” God
calls again. Samuel runs to Eli a second
time and wakes him up. “Here I am, for
you called me.” Eli, none the happier
for having been woken a second time,
tells him to go back to bed. “I did not
call you.” But God persists. “Samuel,
Samuel.” Eli finally catches on. “Go,
lie down; and if he calls you, you shall
say, “Speak, Lord, for your servant is
listening.” And this is what Samuel did.
And, from that moment on, Samuel
learns to heed God’s voice in his life.
What do we learn? We cannot do it
alone. We are creatures of habit, limited
by what we know and how we respond.
Left to ourselves, we will pursue the
same things with the same results.
“Have you ever thought that God
might be calling?” What a wonderful
intervention. “Have you ever thought
there might be something more glorious,
more beautiful?” Have you ever heeded
the words of Eli and said, “Speak, Lord,
your servant is listening”? Too often we
want to dictate our own call; no matter
the results. We have very little patience
for listening. It takes too much time
and it is inconvenient. By taking time
to listen, we make room for God to act,
knowing that he is faithful to those who
come to him with an open heart.
The story of Mary begins with a young
girl who is fully disposed and devoted
to God (Luke 1: 26 - 38). One day, she
is approached by a stranger. A stranger
who greets her in a most unusual way.
What must she have felt, knowing the
social restrictions of the day? Mary is
both afraid and perplexed. Three times,
the stranger speaks to her. Three times
she seeks further assurances. It is only
when it is clear that her virginity will
not be sacrificed – that it is all about
what God will do with her assent that
she consents. “Here am I, the servant of
the Lord; let it be with me according to
your word.”
What do we learn? Mary is already
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in the service of the Lord. In our
discernment it is important to be
true to our Baptism – to live in
communion with God and others. It
is only once we are truly founded in
what it means to be Christian, to live
pure and kingdom-centered lives,
that there is a strong foundation for
further discernment. Notice how
Mary insists: “How can this be, since
I am a virgin?” She knows that if it
is from God, her integrity will not be
violated. The stranger speaks of the
Holy Spirit, “(He) will come upon
you”. Her unambiguous disposition
towards God, from beginning to end,
allows God’s Spirit to act.
The story of Peter’s call begins
with Jesus preaching by the Lake
of Gennesaret (Luke 5: 1-11). The
crowds are so big that they are
pressing him into the lake. Peter
and his companions happen to be
nearby, cleaning their nets, and Jesus
summons Peter to help him out. As
the operator of the boat, Peter is a
bystander – nothing more. Until,
Jesus turns around and instructs him
to “Put out into the deep and let down
your nets for a catch”.
Responding to the call of God
requires trust and obedience. We
must be willing to act on what we
are told; we must be willing to go
beyond our petty objections. Peter,
and his crew, had worked all night.
“Yet, if you say so, I will let down
the nets.” In Peter’s case the results
are so overwhelming that he falls on
his knees. “Go away from me, Lord,
for I am a sinful man!” He is struck
by his unworthiness. He is paralyzed
by self-knowledge. He does not see
himself worthy of a higher calling.
“Leave me be,” he pleads. “Do not be
afraid;” Jesus tells him, “from now
on you will be catching people.” As
if to say, my grace is sufficient; it is
with my help that you will do these
things. Those who are called need to
see beyond their own sinfulness and
their own unworthiness to realize that
God’s Call is a Call to each person
to be light in the world. Though we
may not have lived a “Blessed Life”,
his voice calls us from darkness into
his wonderful light.

2015: Year of consecrated life
In late November 2013, Pope Francis
met with the Union of Superiors General
in Rome. This group (120 were present)
represents the superiors of religious
orders from all over the world. What was
supposed to be a short visit with them
was turned into a three-hour conversation
between Pope Francis and the religious
men and women. Before leaving the
group, Pope Francis announced that 2015
was to be a year dedicated to consecrated
life.
The Italian Jesuit Journal, La Civiltá
Cattolica, provided highlights of the points
Pope Francis made with the superiors
general:
• Today’s religious men and women need
to be prophetic, “capable of waking up
the world,” of showing they are a special
breed who “have something to say” to the
world today.
• “The church must be attractive. Wake
up the world! Be witnesses of a different
way of doing things, acting, and living.
(Show) it’s possible to live differently in

this world.”
• Religious men and women need to
live and behave in a truly different way,
recognizing one’s weakness and sins,
but acting with “generosity, detachment,
sacrifice, forgetting oneself in order to
take care of others.”
• “It’s necessary to spend time in
real contact with the poor. For me this
is really important: it’s necessary to
know from experience what’s real, to
dedicate time going to the periphery to
truly know the situation and the life of
the people.”
• Without
firsthand
experience
with people’s lives, “then one runs
the risk of being abstract ideologues
or fundamentalists, and this is not
healthy.”
• “Those who work with young
people cannot limit themselves to
saying things that are too ordered and
structured because these things fly over
their heads. A new language is needed,
a new way of saying things. Today

Lessons from Brazil
(2014 FIFA World Cup)
By Sylvester Ibakwe

The 2014 FIFA World Cup prompted
me to think about the connections we
have.
I remembered the words of Pope
Emeritus Benedict XVI: “No one lives
alone. No one sins alone. No one is saved
alone. The lives of others continually
spill over into mine: in what I think, say,
do and achieve. And conversely, my life
spills over into that of others: for better
and for worse,” (Spe Salvi n° 48). In line
with the thoughts of the Pontiff, I wish to
add, too, that in life, nobody wins alone
and nobody loses alone.
Like a game, life is not a solo
enterprise. Nobody is self-made. What we
are today, what we have achieved, comes
to us through the help of others, directly
or indirectly. Nobody is completely
independent. We need each other; we
depend on each other to succeed in life’s
game. There are so many people who
are part of life’s game thereby making it
successful. When life is not so successful,
there are also people who could have
helped to make it successful. Nobody

succeeds alone. Nobody fails alone.
The Christian life is more so like that.
In our diocese, our mission is to form a
network of relationships that is founded
on love – a love that has come down to
us through Jesus who Himself lives, not
alone, but with the Father and the Holy
Spirit. And together as a Trinity, the work
of creation, redemption and sanctification
never stops.
In our diocese, from the West
Kootenays to the East Kootenays,
from the North Okanagan to the South
Okanagan, there is a beautiful game going
on. This game is the game of Christian
life whereby we are consciously forming
a creative, redemptive and sanctifying
network of relationships.
We are in this game together.
Whatever happens to my sister, to my
brother, anywhere in the diocese happens
to me. Truly, we are our sisters / brothers’
keepers. The beauty of the game remains
this singular truth: we will never play
alone. Together, as a team we will
continue the beautiful game of life as one
people, as one family.
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God calls us to leave the nest that’s
holding us and to be emissaries.”
• A charism needs to be “lived
according to the place, times and
people. The charism is not a bottle of
distilled water. It needs to be lived with
energy, rereading it culturally, too.”
• “Inculturating a charism, therefore,
is fundamental, and this does not mean
relativizing it. We must not make a
charism rigid and uniform. When we
make our cultures uniform, then we
kill the charism.”
• “The specter to combat is the image
of religious life as a refuge and comfort
away from a world on the ‘outside’ that
is difficult and complex.”
• Thinking formation is completed
after seminary studies “is hypocrisy,
fruit of clericalism.”
• Preparing new members for
religious life is “a craft, not a police
operation. We must include the
formation of hearts. Otherwise we
are creating little monsters. And then
these little monsters mold the people
of God. This really gives me goose
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bumps.”
• People working in formation need to
think about the people of God these men
and women will be in contact with. “I’m
reminded of those religious who have
a heart as sour as vinegar: they are not
made for the people. We must not create
administrators and managers, but fathers,
brothers and sisters, travel companions.”
In the highlights above, Pope Francis
certainly had a frank conversation with
the superiors and their communities.
But he uses some words that may not be
familiar to everyone.
Charism is a word used by religious
orders, especially Catholic ones, to
describe their spiritual orientation and
special characteristics of the mission or
values of the order...An example might
be the works of a teaching order as
compared with that of a missionary order
or one devoted to care of the poor or the
sick. (Wikipedia)
Formation is a word used to indicate
a fairly lengthy period of time, usually
spent in a special place, with activities and
personnel to assist in the communication
and assimilation of a religious identity as

a member of a certain order, congregation
or institute. That identity is grounded
in the baptismal call but with a sense of
being called by God to express that in a
certain way.
Consecrated Life is a term used in
Canon Law referring to a stable form of
Christian living by a person who feels
called to follow Jesus, to love God and to
serve their neighbor. Those persons roots
themselves in a specific form of Christian
living by professing vows or other sacred
promises, and committing themselves to
live according to the rule of the group
they are part of. Consecrated persons can
live their life as individuals or as part of a
community.
There are various forms of consecrated
life. The two main forms are:
• The Monastic life (monks, cloistered
nuns, monastic brothers). There are no
monastic religious women or men in the
Diocese of Nelson at this time.
• The Apostolic life (including apostolic
sisters, apostolic brothers, and religious
priests. Diocesan priests are not included
in this category; their way of life is not
canonically a form of consecrated life.)
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There are four orders of men religious,
and four congregations of women
religious in the Diocese of Nelson at
this time.
Other forms are:
• Consecrated widows / widowers
(in Eastern Catholic rites).
• Consecrated Virgins
• The eremitic or anchoritic life
(hermits)
Consecrated persons are not part of
the hierarchy of the Catholic Church
unless they are clerics, that is, they are
ordained. Consecrated person who
are not ordained are fundamentally lay
members of the church.
The department (dicastery) of
the Holy See that oversees those
in consecrated life is called The
Congregation for Institutes of
Consecrated Life and Societies of
Apostolic Life and Bishop John
Corriveau, OFM Cap, was recently
named as a member of the that
department.
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Shining moments
By Bruno Oliveira
As more and more milestones get
crossed off our school list, we may be left
wondering how to wrap up the school year.
Perhaps a lesson in reflection is in order as
we often ask our students to celebrate their
successes. But what if teachers made it a
part of their daily routine to celebrate their
achievements? As an educator, I always
found it easy to focus on the positive with
my students, but difficult to do so with
myself. Just as with our students, we
need to remember to celebrate our own
successes and what better time to celebrate
than at the end of the school year.
These moments included Mr. Mulleny
dressing up as Jimmy Hendrix in
math class to teach the students about
transformations while students sang along
to tunes about functions and graphing. Mr.
Caddy and the Junior Girls’ Volleyball
team winning Junior Catholics for the
first time in Immaculata school history.
Mr. Drosdovech leading the charge as the
Senior Girls won their second Catholic
Volleyball Provincial Championship.
The No Shave Gang consisting of Mr.
Mainella, Mr. Marischuk, Mr. Freire, Mr.

Caddy, and Mr. Plaxton who were in support
of prostate cancer as part of the Movember
movement. With Bishop John’s blessing Mr.
Plaxton was instrumental in bringing the
Eucharist to our school chapel. Mr. Judd’s
English 8 class engaging in peer editing in
an effort to improve their writing skills or
the Grad Fashion Show which has become
a yearly and successful event because of his
efforts. Mrs. Vos’s Science 10 conducting
single replacement reactions with explosive
demonstrations involving reaction rate. Mrs.
Drebit who changed up the normal routine and
celebrated the sacrament of reconciliation in a
creative manner as she transformed our gym
into a quiet place of reflection and healing.
As staff and parents we are always captivated
and impressed by Mr. Mainella’s conducting
mastery during his band performances. Mrs.
Griffin’s students were treated to her creative
genius not only in Art 10-12 but also during
the Grade 9 Science Fair where budding
scientists were able to showcase their talents
to parents and students. Mr. Marischuk for
his yearly dedication with Student Council
and the Rugby teams at Immaculata. Mrs.
Grootjes for her ability to detect and deal
patiently with students who struggle in their
studies. Mr. Melynk’s vision and program
for recruiting and retaining international
students was a hit this inaugural year. Coach
Sperling, Coach Gini, and Coach Wilson were

instrumental, as always, as the Senior Boys’
Basketball team were Valley Champions once
again. Coach Drebit, Coach Grant, and Coach
Gini saw their efforts rewarded once more
as they became back-to-back Senior Girls’
Basketball Valley and Provincial Champions.
Mr. Richard and his GO Team did it again!
Last year, all three proposals were shortlisted
to present at Kelowna’s Millennium
Development Challenge. This year four
proposals were submitted and all four were
shortlisted. But wait we also became the first
repeat winners along the way. Coach Barriault
and Coach Cabalfin asserted themselves as a
powerhouse by winning their fourth straight
Golf Valley Championship. Lastly, Mr. Freire
took the Senior Girls’ Soccer team back to
the promised land as they became repeat
Provincial Champions with the possibility of
three-peating next season?
By identifying some of our shining
moments, we can take a step back and reflect
on the work we have done this year. Of
course, in reflecting we might identify a few
Be-Sure-To’s for next year, but try to identify
just as many proud moments. Reflecting on a
complete school year can be a great chance to
take a broader view of our work as teachers.
The time, dedication, and level of commitment
is evident on staff and that is why we are able
to celebrate success at Immaculata Regional
High School each and every year.

Thank you
and farewell
By Beverly Pulyk

As I write my last article
for the Mountain Star, I find
myself thinking back over the
last 19 years. In March of 1995,
I was hired as the Principal of
St. Joseph School in Kelowna
and 10 years later, I became
Superintendent of the Catholic
Independent Schools of the
Nelson Diocese (CISND). Much
has changed since 1995.
There is a rich history of
Catholic Education in the
diocese; one that people should
be proud of. I feel richly blessed
to have been a part of the diocese
for 19 years. The people I have
met along the way have enriched
my life in so many ways. All that
I can say is farewell, thank you
and God bless!
A special welcome is
extended to Art Therrien, from
Island Catholic Schools, as
he begins his new position as
Superintendent of the CISND.
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BC & Yukon
CWL
delegation visits
Legislature
By Gisela Montague, CWL Provincial
Resolutions Chairperson

A delegation from the BC & Yukon
Provincial Council of The Catholic
Women’s League of Canada (CWL)
met for the eighteenth time in Victoria
with government officials to present
and discuss CWL resolutions.

March 25 & 26, 2014
President Doreen Gowans from
Kamloops, Legislation Chairperson
Agnes Geiger from Nanaimo and
Gisela Montague from Chilliwack met
with Director of Women and Maternal
Health Teresa Chiesa and Lauren
Syverson of the Senior’s Health
Promotion Directorate to discuss
the following resolutions: 2011.01
Prohibition of Practices Re Human
Reproductive Material; BC2011.02
Respect and Protection for Human
Embryos and Human Reproductive
Material; 2007.02 Hospice Palliative
Care: An Integral Component of the
Canadian Health Care System; and
2004.01 Protection of Human Life.
This was followed by appointments
with members of the NDP and Liberal
caucuses when additional resolutions
concerning uninterrupted services
for disabled youth transitioning to
adult services, the protection and care
of sexually exploited children, the
criminalization of the purchasing of
sexual services, and protection and
support services for foreign victims of
human trafficking were discussed.

Couple jubilarians were honored during
dinner before Chrism Mass on April
14, 2014. They were honored together
with clergy and religious jubilarians.

governments in 132
countries will be
asked to act on them. Also, since
WUCWO is a non-governmental
organization at the United Nations,
these resolutions will be taken
forward for discussion at its
conference in the United Nations
Assembly.

April, 2014
The following month the
resolutions dealing with disabled
youth and sexually exploited
children were presented to
Honourable Don McRae, Minister
of Social Development and Social
Innovation who was unavailable
for the presentation in March.

CWL with Nelson MLA Michelle
Mungall discussing child poverty and
other issues in BC on June 10, 2014.

The CWL delegation later
attended the Speaker’s Gallery,
where MLA Jackie Tegart
introduced them to the House.

SCHOOLS

Public School strike has little to
no impact on Dicoesan Schools
By Beverly Pulyk
Every time there is a teacher strike
in the public system, I get asked the
question, “Does the teacher job action in
the public schools apply to the teachers
in our Catholic schools?” The simple
answer is NO. The teachers and support
staff in our diocesan Catholic schools are
not unionized. Therefore, the job action
in the public sector does not directly
affect them. While parents in the public
system had to deal with the impact of
school ending early in June, the parents
with children in the Catholic schools had
a typical year end.

Of special interest to all government
officials were two resolutions (written
by BC members) that were sent from
the national CWL executive to the
World Union of Catholic Women’s
Organization (WUCWO) to be voted
on at its national assembly in Fatima,
Portugal in October 2014:
a) Prohibiting the Practices of
Alteration,
Manipulation
and Treatment of Human
Reproductive Material, and
b) Criminalizing the Purchase of
Sexual Services.
If these resolutions are passed,

Students helping students.

I also get asked questions around
teacher training and requirements.
Teachers in our diocesan schools are
required to be trained and certified the

same as public school teachers. Support
staff employees also require appropriate
training. The difference is that they make
a commitment to teach about the Catholic
faith in the classrooms. They also do
this knowing they will be paid less than
their public school counterparts. At the
present time, Catholic school employees
in our diocese make approximately 85%
of public school employees.
Certainly, our Catholic school
employees understand and empathize
with what the teachers in the public
schools are bargaining for. Some of those
same issues impact our teachers. This
is an opportune time to commend our
Catholic school employees for a job well
done. Their dedication and support in
passing on the faith to the students in our
diocesan schools is greatly appreciated.
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Mothers Matter

Kimberley CWL Members enjoyed High Tea
in a beautiful garden setting at one Member’s
home to mark the June CWL meeting.

Catholic Mountain Star
The Mother’s Day project for
the Catholic Women’s League of
Sacred Heart Parish in Kimberley
was a successful awareness and
fundraiser campaign for the Catholic
organization–MaterCare International.
In order to support MaterCare as
well as raise funds an awareness of
their works became our primary goal.
MaterCare motto is “Mothers Matter”.
Their work is to help Mothers who
experience complications in pregnancy
and childbirth in poor countries;
mostly on the African continent. Where
these women live, medical care that
is enjoyed by women in Canada is
simply not available and maternal
death rate is very high. Two members,
with the support of our pastor Fr.
John Kellogg, spoke at three weekend
Masses regarding MaterCare. The
result was $900, generously donated
by our parishioners. We are thankful
that the Kimberley Sacred Heart Parish
has done Good for Others–Mothers
and Babies who are in less fortunate
situations than we are here in Canada.

Double Canonization
On April 27th 2014, a delegation from Kelowna and Vancouver attended the canonization of Pope John
XXIII and Pope John II in Rome Italy with Fr. Cerlouie F. Jimenez (Pastor of St. Theresa’s and Holy Spirit
in Rutland, Kelowna) as Spiritual Director. It was a marvellous occasion where the faithful of the universal
church gathered in Rome to pay tribute to these men who contributed so much for the life of the Church.

Above: Caroline Ann-Alter from
Holy Spirit, the past chairperson
of education and health on
Provincial CWL Executive
presenting the Molly Boucher
bursary to Christy Dionne from
Barrier, BC at the provincial
CWL meeting in Kamloops.

Monthly Pot Luck at St. Bernard, Elkford

Left: Sister Nancy Hurren, CND
and Anita Holliday share the
Cathedral greetings with Melitta
Brewster who celebrated 106th
Birthday at Nelson’s Jubilee
Manor March 25.
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By Gudrun Cobham

The CWL of St. Charles
Garnier Parish in Kelowna has
taken on a mentorship program
to assist distressed young woman
facing a pregnancy alone. Now
in its second year, St. Charles
Cradle has welcomed two
beautiful babies. It all started
when we asked the director of
the Okanagan Valley Pregnancy
Care Centre, Theresa White to
come and speak to us about the
work at the center. Deeply moved
by the work done at the center
– we soon realized that many of
the young woman are without the
support they need, and have often
been abandoned by those closest
to them. And so St. Charles
Cradle was born. The director
recommends a young expectant
mother to us, and then we meet at
the center women to woman. At
a later date we schedule a “greet
& meet” with an informal coffee
party with a few of our members,
which gives us all the opportunity
to get acquainted in a friendly
home setting. Part of our mission
is to befriend and welcome the
young women, accepting them
unconditionally and without
judgment. Knowing that she is
not alone, gives her the interior
strength and courage to face the
challenges that lie ahead.
Both of our young moms are

NDCCR
Charismatic
Gift Ministry
Workshop
By Fran Fagan & Lynne Williams

It was a blustery spring day
in Cranbrook, March 22 when
the Charismatic Gift Ministry
Workshop was held. We were
blessed with our two speakers,
Mrs. Gladys Miller of Grand
Forks and Fr. Don Wilson of
Kelowna. Johanna Tournamille,
as leader of song, gifted us with
her leadership and beautiful
voice. The People of Unity Prayer
Group of Cranbrook hosted a
tasty luncheon. In addition to
good teaching, those attending
enjoyed the fellowship of one

ST. CHARLES CRADLE: making a difference one child at a time...

delighted to have been adopted
by St. Charles Cradle. We stay
in regular contact with them
throughout their pregnancy. A
birth announcement is placed
in the church bulletin once the
baby is born, and a baby shower
follows in mid-June at our end
of year CWL meeting. This
is a joyous occasion for all of
our Members. There is much
excitement in planning the theme,
for either a girl or boy; everyone
gets on board as we await the

arrival of each baby with happy
anticipation. The day of the baby
shower is one of celebrating
our faith in a tangible way; the
testimonies from our young
woman are life affirming and
heartwarming, it’s quiet amazing
to see the transformation in their
lives – they know that they are
loved and supported!

another. The presentations were
designed to give participants
a better understanding of the
charismatic gifts of the Holy
Spirit. Fr. Don and Gladys shared
the following insights:

receiving it. “The Spirit of the
Lord will rest on Him, the spirit
of wisdom and understanding,
the spirit of counsel and strength,
the spirit of knowledge and
the fear of the Lord.” (Isaiah
11:2) “Therefore I urge you,
brethren, by the mercies of God,
to present your bodies a living
and holy sacrifice, acceptable
to God, which is your spiritual
service of worship. And do not
be conformed to this world, but
be transformed by the renewing
of your mind, so that you may
prove what the will of God is,
that which is good and acceptable
and perfect.” (Rom. 12:1-2)

When we open our hearts to
the actions of the Holy Spirit,
we open ourselves to not just
one, but all the gifts. When God
calls us, he will provide us with
the gifts we need to answer the
call. “I can do all things through
him who strengthens me.” (Phil.
4:13)
Why do we shy away from
using our gifts? “My people are
destroyed for lack of knowledge.”
(Hosea 4:6) Some people have
an inadequate communal or
personal prayer life and do not
quest for knowledge. Only God
can satisfy our quest and only we
are responsible for seeking and

This is an excerpt from one
of our young moms: “the endless
support that was given throughout

Both Gladys and Fr. Don spoke
of the service gifts in 1 Cor12:710 as being given for the benefit
of the community. “But to each
one is given the manifestation of
the Spirit for the common good.
For to one is given the word of

my pregnancy helped me make
the best and right decision. It
would have been a very difficult
journey without your help...”
From the very beginning, our
parish priest, Fr. Pat Monette
and the parishioners of St.
Charles Garnier have been very
supportive of this initiative. We
have recruited two men from the
parish, who have become coworkers of St. Charles Cradle,
and in a very practical way will

wisdom through the Spirit, and to
another the word of knowledge
according to the same Spirit, to
another faith by the same Spirit,
and to another gifts of healing
by the one Spirit and to another

share their time and talent to help
in various ways. The relationship
with the young mothers and their
little ones continues well after
the baby shower.
We keep in regular contact,
extending a friendly ear, offering
help and hugs when needed. We
trust in God’s guidance for the
future success of St. Charles
Cradle ~ we are all richer for the
many blessings it has brought to
our lives.

the effecting of miracles, and to
another prophecy, and to another
the distinguishing of spirits, to
another various kinds of tongues,
and to another the interpretation
of tongues.”
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A Principal’s Reflections on a Year Full of Blessings
By Marlene Suter

As I sit in my office reflecting
on the many accomplishments
of the school year I feel blessed
and privileged to work with
many amazing students and
staff. Our school year began with
the arrival of Father Conrado
Beloso who brought a spirit
of gratitude and appreciation
for service. Our academic
year began with developing
opportunities for leadership
skills, multi-age activities, and
goal setting.
In the fall we rolled out our
new Options program. The
boys and girls enjoyed making
their own activity choices and
working together in multi-age
groups. Our mad scientists
walked on eggs and our
digital artists created a school
newspaper. Learning how to
cook healthy meals and use
felting needles to create animals
all contributed to FUN learning
and HAPPY students. I am
grateful for my hard working
staff for their dedication to
seeing this important program
become a success.
Each
teacher brought their talents to
the different options.
Madame Vanessa began
the year with a new approach
to learning French. The AIM
method
allows
language
development to be supported
and nurtured in a drama
based format. All students
enjoyed using gestures to help
communicate and express
themselves in French. It was
très magnifique!
Our
annual
Christmas
Concert
brought
families
together and showcased our
vibrant music and drama
programs. This year’s humorous
production, “Arrest These Merry
Gentlemen,” celebrated the true
spirit of Christmas and offered
students the opportunity to
perform at the Capitol Theatre.
It was a magical experience for
everyone.
Catholic Schools’ Week is
a time to celebrate and share
the spirit and joy of our special
school. The week began with

mass and an ice cream social.
During the week students
brought their talents and
fellowship out into the greater
community. They collected for
local and global charities. They
hosted an appreciation tea for
our many valuable volunteers.
Students brought cheer to local
seniors by singing some of
their favorite songs. Students
and teachers also collected
food to donate to the local
Food Cupboard. We ended our
week with special guest, Hoop
Dancer Teddy Anderson. His
performance reminded us that
we are all one family under one
sky.
Participating in the Kootenay
Festival of the Arts this spring
was an important highlight for
the school. Each class prepared
songs and poems for the event.
This was another opportunity
for the students to develop their
confidence and performance
skills in a different forum.
Our Music program gives
students the opportunity to learn
different instruments, perform
and develop their skills.
The school choir meets
weekly to practice songs
for church and school
events. The monthly
youth mass is a special
opportunity for the youth
band and students to serve
their parish. Their musical
talents are appreciated
by all. Recently, students
enjoyed taking their ukuleles
to the streets, busking on
Baker Street. Our budding
musicians were impressed
by the enthusiasm and
generosity of our community
and quickly raised over three
hundred dollars for the Nelson
Food Cupboard.
St. Joseph School is blessed
to have many talented parents
that give their time to the school.
This year Karin Palinka shared
her dance skills. She led the
Kindergarten and Grade One
classes in a Liturgical movement
for the First Communion Mass.
The Story of the Rainbow,
a Native Indian legend of
how the Rainbow came to be,
was performed by this year’s

colourful Grade Four Class. This
dramatic piece illustrates the
importance of working together
and appreciating each other’s
differences. The group also
performed a hip-hop dance to
the song “True Colours” which
was also choreographed and led
by Karin. We are grateful for
her time and dedication.
Environmental
studies
included participation by the
Grade 5/6 class in the Beyond
Recycling program facilitated
by Wild Sight. This twentytwo week program covered

environmental topics in
waste, energy, water and
food. Students learned about
their ecological footprint and
how to shrink it.
The Grade 5/6 students led
an Earth Week Symposium
organizing a variety of ecoworkshops for the younger
students. All grades enjoyed
a variety of “dirty” activities,
such as: vermicomposting,
simulating the Pacific Gyre,
upcycling candle wax,
making paper, and creating
Art from recycled materials.

Looking ahead, St. Joseph
School is excited to be adding
Grade 7 to our program in
September. We will also
have the privilege of hosting
the Diocesan Conference in
October. It is my prayer for
this coming school year that
students and staff continue
to grow and walk in God’s
light. As we share our gifts
and talents with others we
share in the joy of Christ and
his words. God has many
great things planned for us
and I pray we are open to his
possibilities.
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Obituary
By Fr. Harry Clarke

I write this reflection because
I know that the funeral we
experienced for Joe Reichert at
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish,
Keremeos, is repeated each week
by priests’ and people throughout
the diocese. One of the great signs
of true parish life is the grace of
a “peaceful death”. For us pastors
the mystery of grace as it is
welcomed or rejected in people’s
lives is one of our main concerns.
Where there is faith in Christ
there is always great drama which
enhances the excitement of parish
life. In my experience there is a
tangible joy present at the funeral
Mass of people who lives were
going towards Christ.
In 1959, Joe Reichert became
a quadriplegic following an
accident while working on an
oil rig in Alberta. His accident
was extreme, but he possessed a
natural intelligence and guided
by a deep faith, he undertook
not simply to endure his state,
but to build on it. An inner voice
inspired him day by day to accept
the mystery of his affliction as his
life unfolded. He must have been
astonished at times to discover
the working of God’s grace in his
life at every turn.
I first met Joe Reichert through
Fr. Don Wilson about 30 years
ago and I had the impression then
that he was a “special presence”
to his parish at Keremeos. One
day I would be privileged to be in
that parish and meet him again.
While recovering during two
years in Edmonton, the Holy Spirit

led him to involve himself in
volunteer work, becoming active
and eventually president of the
young paralympics’ association.
This would open many doors for
him to involve himself in a life
of unity with others within many
organizations including Our Lady
of Lourdes Parish. Another angel
of “good news” was to come and
advise him that the Ford motor
company had developed a car that
he could drive. This acquisition
was a major part of his hopes for
an active life and he drove home
to Keremeos.
A crowning grace arrived
when his heart realized that he
was called to marry Reggie whom
he met in the facility where he
resided. Their first awareness of
each other was in the gift of being
able to talk to each other; a gift
that endured for all their days
together. Reggie was entrusted
by God to accompany him in the
rest of his life and in sharing faith
in Christ that advanced together
along the roads outlined by the
Word of God. The foundations
were now laid for Joe to live out
the great mystery at work in his
own life and so pursue the plan
God’s love had for him. The
arrival of the personal computer
opened up further interests as he
was skilled at accounting and that
included the careful management
of parish money.
What I valued most, as I recall
his memory, is how deeply he took
on the task of his daily existence.
He was a loyal member of our
parish with an obvious peace and
composure. I expect that over the
years his peaceful presence in the
wheel chair got many, whose lives
were reduced to sad adventures,
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to a moment of swift grace.
He engaged his world closely
and truthfully. Joe had figured
something out and Sunday Mass
was a key element to maintain
his zeal. Reggie maintains that he
had his mother’s faith.
When he came to Holy
Communion he always looked
focused on this particular union
with Christ. He drew us all into
that. In my conversations with
him I never heard negative
tones from him. He was aware
that original sin is part of the
nature of things. He had, I
suspect, an unblinking realism
about the Church in its human
aspect. I heard his Confession
at Easter. That was an important
appointment for him. This sacred
encounter, putting himself before
Jesus in the priest, would be his
last on earth. I also offered him
the final assistance of the Church
(Last Rites). Supported by the
faith and presence of his wife
Reggie, Joe departed for Paradise
on May 2nd following a long
bout with pneumonia. The nature
of his passing spoke to us all
about the great mystery of parish
life; another from among us had
become a citizen of heaven and
we were all part of that grace.
We go to God together. We get
a vision that the greater side of
our parishes is the part that has
already arrived to the great gift of
Christ, eternal life.
I am aware that our funeral
Mass experience is repeated
every week in parishes across
the diocese. The atmosphere in
our Churches is always one of
sacred presence. Joe’s parish
displayed a visible unity. We
were all one, caught up in

Christ the King Parish in Oliver hosted a family skate at the Oliver Arena last February.
Fr. Neil, along with parishioners young and old, enjoyed an afternoon of skating, fellowship,
hot chocolate and cookies.

celebrating Christ welcoming
his faithful companion. While
we were keenly aware of the
family’s grief, they were parting
with someone who had been life
giving to them, we could feel that
the prevailing mood was one of
victory and joy. The atmosphere
indicated a presence of Christ and
of Our Lady of Lourdes. When all
was complete we went home with
our souls enriched.
For 57 years Joe was nowhere
away from his wheelchair. It was
a place more instructive than long
trips and a place where the Holy
Spirit comes. He was inspired to
trust life and face all that it placed
in his way. Recently I visited
his home and found the children
playing with his wheelchair. It
is remembered by them not as a
place of limitation but as a place
of happy memories where they
still find love. I know he will

continue from Heaven to care for
them all and inspire his parish to
love Christ increasingly.
In conclusion, the Biblical
story of Job comes to mind.
Job was not patient at all. In his
affliction He sought an encounter
with God with determination.
His situation of loss would lead
him to a new sense of wonder,
a new trust in God’s actions, a
deeper relationship with God and
ultimately a new hope. Likewise
Joe Reichert was a soul enriched
by the paradox that grace is
embodied in affliction. Once he
accepted his cross and his graces
he never had a dull day.
I would hope that by sharing
this experience that anyone who
attends our funerals, including
those who may be unaware of
their desire to meet Jesus, can see
his love and begin, together with
us, to sing the praises of God.

You’ve paged
through this issue
of the Catholic
Mountain Star, paused
to read this article and
that caption, felt your
likes and dislikes, and
maybe had a thought or
two about how to improve
this communication tool of
the Diocese of Nelson. Now’s your chance!
Send your comments and improvements to:
• Editor, Catholic Mountain Star
c/o 813 Ward St., Nelson BC V1L 1T4
• or phone the Editor at 250-352-7131,
• or email him at rccathedral@shaw.ca
Help us to make the Mountain Star
even better!
Christ the King Parish in Oliver celebrated the occasion of
three momentous wedding anniversaries of their parishioners
this past year; Antonio and Ana Tome recently celebrated
their 60th Anniversary and are known by many as they have
resided in Oliver for fifty years, arriving here from Portugal
in 1964. Fern and Louise Poulin celebrated their 65th
Anniversary this spring with an open house reception at their
home in Oliver. Tony and Lina Forlin celebrated 61 years of
marriage this year and enjoyed a 60th celebration last year in
New Westminster. BC among their family and friends.

