Volume XV, Number 2

Customer #2374048 Agreement 40013028

“We have a Mother.”
– Pope Francis, May 13, 2017

Fatima 1917 – 2017

July, 2017

2

July 2017

Catholic Mountain Star

BISHOP’S MESSAGE

“If you speak of peace, all the more
so must you have it in your hearts…”
(St. Francis of Assisi)
own and to control.

those who have lost their way.”

Again, “If you speak of peace, all the
more so must you have it in your hearts!”
Before we can dismantle the violence of
our world, we must attend to our own
hearts. This causes us to ask ourselves a
question. What is my personal “source of
violence”? What separates me from my
family, my neighbours?

While not as dramatic as the event
described by the Gospel of Mark cited
above, I have a memory of another gaze
of mercy and love bringing peace. More
than twenty years ago, during a visit to
Ethiopia, a young Capuchin brother drove
me across the sprawling capital of Addis
Ababa to visit the various communities
of my Order. On each street corner we
encountered dozens of people begging
and seeking alms. There are not dozens
on the street corners of our cities, but even
in Canada you have had this experience.
And what is our normal reaction? Look
at the drivers around you! They stare
straight ahead, not looking at the beggars,
because, if they look, they will have a visit!
It was not so with my young Ethiopian
brother. Every time the car stopped, he
rolled down the window and engaged the
poor in conversation. He could not help
everyone. But he had a small container
of coins and a handicapped person, an
elderly person or a mother with small
children would receive a small donation.
However, he greeted everyone.

• Is it exaggerated individualism?
Is it this that causes me to strike
out at anyone or anything which
threatens or challenges my
right to personal fulfillment and
personal control over my own
destiny? It is the rational which
underlies much of the violence of
our society and world.

Bishop John Corriveau, OFM Cap.
With all of the modern techniques
of police surveillance, with all the
military might and even nuclear power
available, our modern cities cannot defend
themselves against the irrational hatred of
an individual or group. A sense of fear
and helplessness comes over us as we
are repeatedly confronted with reports of
mindless atrocities committed by terrorists
in our world. As I listen to these reports,
a passage from chapter five of the Gospel
of Mark comes to mind. Jesus confronts
a man possessed by demons of anger
and violence. Mark tells us that this man
“lived among the tombs; and no one could
restrain him anymore, even with a chain
… no one had the strength to subdue him”
(Mk 5: 3-4). The man was totally alienated
from his neighbours. His neighbours
were as helpless dealing with him as
our society appears to be in the face of
mindless hatred and terrorism. Their only
response was isolation: “he lived among
the tombs”.The merciful and loving touch
of Jesus banishes the demons of hatred
and violence bringing peace to the man’s

heart and security to his neighbours’ lives.
Mark documents the transformation of the
man’s life and its effect on his neighbours:
“He went away and began to proclaim …
how much Jesus had done for him; and
everyone was amazed” (Mk 5: 20). The
man disfigured by hatred and violence
becomes a protagonist of peace.
If you speak of peace, all the more so
must you have it in your hearts.” Peace
did not flow from the angry, irrational man
among the tombs, it issued forth from the
heart of Jesus! So it is with us. The work
of peace and reconciliation begins within
ourselves, in our own hearts, in our own
families and within our own communities.
Peace does not flow from the world to us,
but from us to the world.
St. Francis of Assisi serves as a
model. His work for peace began in his
own heart. St. Francis did not begin with
a critique of his world but a critique of his
own heart. He found his personal “source
of violence” in the desire to possess, to

• Are we simply hardened by
violence? Much of the content
of modern entertainment is filled
with violence. Often, in fact,
violence is the entertainment!
With modern techniques of
vision and sound, the most
violent events can be simulated
with startling realism. How does
this “diet” of violence affect our
level of tolerance, our values and
our hope?
• Pornography is another type of
violence that is often condoned
by our society. How often do we
allow mass media to entertain us
with such ugly pornography?
• Do we subscribe to institutional
violence? Can a person of
peace truly believe in militarism,
ever more repressive forms of
incarceration and even capital
punishment?
“If you speak of peace, all the more so
must you have it in your hearts!” When we
remove the debris from our own hearts, it
allows the merciful gaze of Jesus to shine
through us to our families, our neighbours
and our world. St. Francis tells us: “We
have been called to heal wounds, to unite
what has fallen apart and to bring home

Pope Francis describes mercy as “the
bridge that connects God and man” (MV
2). With his sincere and smiling greeting,
my young brother became that bridge
connecting God and his poorer brothers
and sisters. Again, we see this in the
life and witness of St. Francis of Assisi.
As he himself tells us, mercy was at the
heart of his conversion to Jesus. Francis
was riding his horse outside Assisi when
he came upon a leper. Just like many of
us confronting beggars at the stop-lights,
Francis looks the other way and quickly
rode on. Then, touched by the grace of
God, Francis turned around, jumped
down from his horse, threw his arms
around the leper and embraced him. It
changed Francis’ life. He describes this in
his Testament:
“When I was in sin, it seemed to
bitter for me to see lepers. And
the Lord Himself led me among
them and I showed mercy to
them. And when I left them,
what had seemed bitter to me was
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turned into sweetness of soul
and body” (Test. 1-3)
Pope Francis, describing the gaze of
mercy, aptly describes what happened
to Saint Francis:
“Human beings,
whenever they judge, look no farther
than the surface, whereas the Father
looks to the very depths of the soul”
(MV. 14). The gaze of mercy looks
beyond disabilities, disadvantages,
illness and even sinfulness, looks
beyond the debris of human life,
to touch the essential dignity, the
yearning for love hidden in every
human heart. Until he embraced this
leper, Francis could not get beyond the
surface features of those inflicted with
leprosy. Embracing the leper, Francis
discovered the deeper reality of shared
humanity. It changed everything in his
life. It changed his faith vision of Jesus
whom he came to revere as “this Word
of the Father… (who)…received the
flesh of our human frailty”. It changed
his relationship with lepers and with
the entire world around him. With
a sensitivity given by faith in Jesus,
his gaze of mercy penetrated surface
realities and he discovered sisters and
brothers in everyone he met. He came
to understand that he was called to be
brother to every man, woman and child
on the face of the earth. Henceforth,
he never referred to himself simply
as “Francis”; he was always “brother
Francis”, reminding himself and others
of the relationship which was his with
everyone in Jesus Christ. Toward the
end of his life, this relationship was
extended to all creation and he was able
to speak of brother sun, sister moon and
Mother Earth. Francis made of his life
a living “bridge that connects God and
man” (MV 2). His life became a bridge
uniting brother with sister, sister with
sister, brother with brother, brother and
sister with all of creation.
May Jesus touch our hearts and
give us that “gaze of love” so that in our
daily contacts with humanity around
us, we can be that “bridge that connects
God and man” (MV2). We are invited
to begin at the next street corner!
“Lord, make me an instrument
of your peace!”
John Corriveau,
O.F.M. Cap.
Bishop of Nelson
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THE HOLY SPIRIT IS ALIVE AND AT WORK IN THE WORLD TODAY
A Young Person’s Journey to Faith
Name withheld by request
By Lynne Williams

The following is testimonial of a young
Catholic’s difficult and painful journey
into an authentic relationship with God,
accepting and acknowledging the role and
importance of the Holy Spirit in her life.
When I was working my way through
my twenties and making good and bad
decisions, I was having trouble with my
vocation. Coming from a large family, I
always thought that I would be a mother
and have a family myself. My sisters were
all having families and I had started dating
and so it seemed like a reasonable life path.
I considered becoming a nun for a brief
time, after I got back from World Youth
Day in Australia, because of the amazing
joy and devotion that I experienced in the
nuns that I met there but I still felt in my
heart that I really wanted to have a family.
At this point in my life I began to drift.
I was going to church still, when I could
get time off work on Sundays. Then when
I moved out into Kelowna to be near work
I began to go to church there too, when I
had the time. I knew I was a Catholic.
I assumed that I knew what it was all
about and what it meant. I had been raised
Catholic by faithful parents, I had gone to
Catholic schools, and I had even taught
Catechism. I made a practice of collecting
old prayer books, none of which I used, and
made sure that there was a prayer table in
the corner of my room, which I never used
either, vaguely realizing that there should
be a place for my religious articles. So,
there was a framework, a rundown house
with nothing to recommend itself but a
good foundation.
Back to the idea of my vocation. I
decided what it would be and I went to work
to find someone and to make this happen. I
felt that I knew what I was supposed to do
and I set about doing it. None of you, I am
sure, will be surprised to hear that I failed
again and again and hurt myself and others
in the process, trying to force this perceived
vocation to come about. The collected
prayer books definitely came out. They
were pulled out in a desperate SOS way
of praying that got me through the bouts of
depression and heartache and deep, deep
shame and then patched me back together
enough to convince myself that I was fine
and that I once again had things under
control. Then they were left on the bedside
table like a stack of charms that would keep

me safe from the devil.

doesn’t take much.

This went on for a long time and
nothing much changed except that the toll
began to rise and the short bursts of prayer
life weren’t getting me out of the hole
anymore. I stopped going to church because
that didn’t help either. I didn’t realize then
the deep wrongness in my thinking; I
had the idea that I could live exactly how
I wished, and, since I was a Catholic, I
would be rescued from the consequences
that my secular friends had to deal with. I
was different. I was a Catholic. Oh, how
subtle the devil is.

And from that day onwards I
concentrated on my prayer life and went
to confession and tried my best to offer up
all my lonely moments and tried to repair
the relationships that I had damaged. I also
spent more time in Adoration than I ever
had before.

There were two big changes that
finally let the Holy Spirit into my rundown,
framework of a life. One was that I started
having anxiety and panic attacks. I would
lie awake at night and think about eternity
and, since I had left God out of my life,
eternity stretched away in front of me, dark
and hopeless.
To make the anxiety go away at night
I read about life after death and I began
to read St. Augustine. This began to bring
divine reason back into my life and I made
an effort to try to go to confession again
regularly, to lessen the weight of all my
hopelessness.
The second change happened when
I began to experience the overwhelming
weight of it all. Confession helped, but
it helped in the way to bring my mind
to an understanding of how much I had
strayed. I had no intention at that point
of truly changing my life, and so I was
being pushed down to the earth, like the
sinful carrying those big boulders on Mt.
Purgatory in Dante’s Inferno.
And it was exhausting. I was trying to
make so many things work, trying to make
so many people happy, and never asking
whether I really should be doing any of it.
I will always remember the day when
I was driving home from the dismal ending
of another failed relationship and I suddenly
said, out loud, in my car, “You win God.
You win. I am sick and tired of trying to
make this work and failing and not getting
anywhere so I give up. You win.” I yelled
it. God had finally won. The Holy Spirit
got in. A little. But anyone who has had an
experience of the Holy Spirit knows that it

It was really difficult. I was very bored
with prayer in the beginning and angry and
tired but there was only the anxiety and the
darkness behind me so I kept going. The
Holy Spirit helped me unravel all the lies
that I had let grow and grow around me,
thick like ivy, keeping out the light.
That same month that I gave up, and
gave in to the Holy Spirit, and God’s plan
for me, I met a faithful young man. We
began dating, and after a year he proposed
and we were married four months later. I
am a mum now, just as it was so strong in
my heart to be.
There are still a lot of different
examples of in my life of when I finally
give in and God shows me exactly what
blessings I had been preventing by my own
ambition and pride and supposed wisdom.
I have to say whenever I get impatient for
things to happen or try to have my own way
I have to remember how small my thinking
is and remember that God is waiting with a
glorious plan that I am definitely standing
in the way of. The best part is that His
plan, when I get out of the way, is perfectly
intended for me. It doesn’t leave anything
out and includes far more than I had even
considered or thought of. The Holy Spirit is
alive and at work in the world today.
Thank you.

Did you
know…
You can help parishes and
the Diocese save time and
money! When you move, let
your parish know your new
address. When you change
parishes, let your former parish
know. This small courtesy
reduces administration costs.
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SACRAMENTS CELEBRATED AT ST. RITA’S PARISH – FRUITVALE, B.C.
The Parish of St. Rita’s in Fruitvale
celebrated the Sacraments of First
Holy Communion and Confirmation
this spring.

St. Rita’s, Ava Farias and Anna Shin,
and two from Holy Trinity, Chance
Marion, and Leo Murray. A reception
for family, friends and parishioners
were held in the Parish Hall
following Mass.

On Sunday, May 7th, 2017 they
celebrated the Sacrament
of First Holy Communion
with Fr. Ruben Buela
officiating. There were
two candidates this year,
Aydin Fayant and Noah
Fontes. A reception was
held in the Parish Hall
following the Mass where
each boy had a cake in his
honour.

The parishioners had a potluck
farewell for Fr. Ruben Buela on
Sunday, July 2nd following Mass and
also to welcome their new Pastor, Fr.
Nino Tuyo.

On Sunday, June 11th, Bishop
John Corriveau officiated the
Sacrament of Confirmation to four
young people. Two parishioners from

Cathedral of Mary Immaculate Parish, Confirmation on May 14, 2017
(Left to right) Fraser Packham, Isabella Grill, Étienne Pinard, Anna
Owton, Lucas McDonnell-Hoffert, Carmen Lewandowski with Fr. Cecil
Nunez and Bishop John Corriveau OFM Cap.

Cathedral of Mary Immaculate Parish, First Holy Communion on May7, 2017
(Left to right) Rylan Blais, Emily Bozzi, Charlotte Faragher, Virginia Tait and
Katherine Mozel (missing Elizabeth McLean) with Fr. Cecil Nunez.

Silent Spring

By Fr Bart van Roijen

“Like a sheep led to the shearer,
he was silent. Like a lamb led to the
slaughter, he spoke not a word.” What
would he have said? What could he
have said? His silence speaks louder
than words.

And so, too, is the silence of the
voiceless in our world. Not just far away,
in factories akin to plantations, or those

dispossessed of land and home, but on
our very doorsteps: the marginalized,
the disenfranchised and the ones we
deem a burden.
In Christ crucified, God speaks
loudest in silence. In him, we come
face to face with the cross: its cruelty,
its violence, its inhumanity, but also
its suffering, its sacrifice and its self-

emptying love. We stand powerless
before it, while reaping the rewards of
its labour.
“Be silent and know that I amGod.”
Through silence, God invites us into
silence. Silent, to listen to the silence
of the voiceless, those for whom there
is little recourse. Silent, to listen to
the silence of the Lamb who was slain,
crucified on the cross.
No, God’s
silence isn’t a quiet reproach or stern
condemnation, but an invitation to hear
him speak: “Do you not see what I have

done for you? Do you not understand
what I am calling you to do?”
“Be still and know that I am God.”
Be still and hear the voice of God, and
the voice of the voiceless, crying out to
you.
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OBITUARY FOR FR. BENET BRITTO-PRABHU
A WEALTH OF FAITH IN CHRIST
By Fr Harry Clarke

Fr. Benet, concluded his life on
earth in the morning of Tuesday, July
6th. His departure to be with Christ
can draw us all into a reflection on his
sacred inner profile. How astonishing
is the hidden love with makes a
young man, despite his limitations
and the demanding path of studies,
give up all other choices to serve
God’s people. The most beautiful
moment is not when he received
the call of Christ but when he said
his “yes”, giving up any idea of
looking back, but saying over and
over again to Christ, all through
life, “I trust you, I believe you on
your promises”.

cooperating with what Jesus wanted
him to do. He lived poverty of spirit
with peace and surrender. In Canada
he learned to cook well and play
tennis with skill as aspects of caring
for himself. He never mastered the art
of good housekeeping but learned to
live happily with the results. He was

him grocery shopping. He lost all
sense of time in this exercise, paying
particular attention to the contents
of foods and was unforgiving when I
ignored the expiry date. I learned much
from him about the great fruits of India
and thrills associated with preparing
and enjoying meals.

I once risked asking Fr. Benet
to tell me something of his life
in the Punjab before he came to
Canada. His only reply was to say;
why are you asking about that? His
lengthy formation as a Capuchin
had stripped him of attachments
to the past, himself, possessions of
all kinds and spiritual riches. So
I am left with a few observations
since arriving in Canada in 1990.
Together with his reserved
manner in the parishes where he
worked, he was blessed with a
great deal of personal advantage.
He had a keen sense of humour,
was a keen observer of the truth
in situations, a strong sense that
the Holy Spirit brings forward the
local Church (that we are useless
servants) and of being a priest
of Christ. In classical music he
was a superior talent at the piano
but never advanced himself in
this way. He was uncomfortable
with any face of “relativism” which considers all opinions,
especially on Jesus, as true, even
if they are contradictory. For
him, the Catholic faith impels
the world towards the question of
truth, keeping in mind that truth
does violence to no one. He was
unmovable on this point.
Like Mary, he knew that he was
not the one pulling the strings in parish
life, he was free from the madness of
building his own kingdom in ministry
on territory belonging to Christ.
He was always in the background

known to shop occasionally; guided by
his needs not his wants. He purchased
one car over the 25 years and was
most at home in the dollar store and a
thrifty grocery outlet. I was asked on
a number of occasions to accompany

It would be a false love to ignore
his difficulty with enculturation. His
wealth of faith from generations of
Catholics in India met a different world
in Canada. Beyond the parish he was

uncomfortable. Fr. Chabot, a former
priest in our Diocese had spent twelve
years in Peru following an enculturation
course for one year in Cuernavaca,
Mexico with Ivan Illich. This happened
in 1972 and he always claimed it was a
key time of personal renewal and saved
the evangelizers themselves in South
America. The members of this
school were mostly trained in how
to speak Spanish really well. Fr.
Benet, and so many others were
place immediately in parishes
where it was simply; sink or swim
in the matter of building parish
unity. Most Irish priests with their
ingrained inferiority complex
were more open to criticism
and followed it to avoid further
inferiority. Of course they needed
other therapies.
His finest gift to our Diocese
was in the way he lived through
illness. He teaches us a great
lesson. Our special character as
priests is formed as much by what
we endure and what is taken from
us as it is by our achievements.
Illness before death is a sacred thing
and I think it provided a privileged
opportunity in delivering God’s
“graces” to the world. It was Fr.
Benet’s mission to live with a
prolonged final illness and while
he mastered all the diagnosis and
instructions of the doctors, cancer
was eventually absurd and ruthless
in its task. It is a great mystery
and worth reflecting on that he
was more a priest, like Jesus on
the Cross, than at any other time
in life. With a smile born from
“the total emptying of self” one
is offering to the world a sacred
gift - the Holy Spirit. Who knows
the river of graces that flowed
from his bed for our diocese and
for all who visited him and cared
for him. Jesus abandoned was the
Jesus to instruct Fr. Benet, in the
art of dying over the past 15 years.
I offered his suffering many times
to Jesus at Mass asking in return
that the Holy Spirit pass through our
Diocese.
Let us pray His death will help us
to see that illness before death is one of
God’s mercies.
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Rossland – Trail – Fruitvale

50 years Development & Peace
Women at the Heart of Change
with Marie Ange Noel of Fanm
Decide, Haiti

HEALING THE PAIN OF ABORTION:
One Weekend at a time.
In her graduating year, and
before we were married, my
present wife became pregnant.
She made the decision to abort our
baby. I had no say in the matter
and I did not have the courage
to stand up for our child. I didn’t
know what to do. One thing that’s
been a major issue in my life
is anger and how it’s affected
our family. About a year and a
half ago, I had a very disturbing
dream for two nights in a row,
where I was standing in front of
a dark door. I was so afraid but
I knew God was trying to tell me
something but I didn’t know what
it was. About six months later, my
wife and I were in a counselling
session. The topic of getting a
new puppy came up. In order for
her to understand how hard it was
for me when our two dogs died
the counsellor shared with her:
“Imagine if someone took a knife
and killed something that was
very precious to you right in front
of your face.” It was then that I
realized “That’s what she did to
our child. I thought to myself,
“That baby was just as much mine
as it was hers and she just went
and killed it.” I’ve always hated
her for that. A few days later, I
walked into our church and the
first thing I saw was the picture
of a fetus on a pro life display. I
just ignored it and carried on in
my angry, bitter ways. But God,
with His gentle, loving guidance,
again revealed something to
me recently. I was driving my
wife to work and noticed a sign
had been placed in front of St.
Charles. All I was able to read

was the first four words, which
said “Abortion Healing Spring
Retreat.” Suddenly something
churned deep in my stomach.
After I dropped her off, I went
back to the sign to get the rest of
the information which lead me to
a site called Rachel’s Vineyard.
When I began to read, I just started
weeping. As I called the number
to ask if this was something that
a guy could go to, I could barely
speak. I knew it was something
that God wanted me to do. It was
so hard to talk about; I didn’t even
tell my wife until the last minute.
She agreed to go along with me to
this retreat.

deep inside for almost 36 years.
Saturday morning during the
retreat, for the first time ever, my
wife finally realized how badly it
had affected me and told me she
was sorry for causing me so much
pain. And since the retreat, I‘ve
experienced a whole new level of
intimacy in all my relationships
because I am not afraid to be
vulnerable anymore and am
able to express my feelings.
Attending the Rachel’s Vineyard
Retreat has restored us greatly
and changed our lives forever.
What an incredible feeling it is to
be truly set free! Testimony, B
Experience God’s love, mercy and
healing at Rachel’s Vineyard. For
any woman, man, couple, friend
or relative of anyone who has had
an abortion experience. www.
rachelsvineyardkelowna.com;
info@rachelsvineyardkelowna.
com; 250-762-2273

Being quite apprehensive,
I didn’t know what to expect
when we arrived Friday night.
However, the team there was so
friendly and quickly made us all
feel at ease. There was a brief
introductory time of sharing in
which candidates started talking
about some of the issues they OUR NEXT RACHEL RETREAT
were struggling with. One of the IS OCTOBER 20-22, 2017.
men said something that made Confidentiality assured.
me realize I’m not the only one
having trouble with the painful
“Nothing is ever irrepatrauma that abortion inevitably
rable with Him… He is
causes and in doing so, made it
touched by your bitter repossible for me to start sharing
gret at having done wrong.
as well.
Consequently, the
He is touched by your pain.
healing process had begun and
…and that attracts even
this reciprocal sharing went on
more His mercy on you. He
all weekend but probed much
is always there to help you
deeper. The facilitator had such
in the struggle, to pick you
a gentle way of challenging us
up again when you fall.
to open up. This had a profound
effect on me because I had never
-Fr. Jean C. J. D’Elbée,
shared this information with
“I Believe in Love”
anyone and kept it locked up

There was not a moment’s hesitation when the
Rossland-Trail-Fruitvale area was asked to welcome
our Share Lent Visitor, Marie Ange Noel of Haiti.
Development & Peace has been working with and
financially supporting the people of Haiti for 45 years
and following their two devastating natural disasters.
A 5-year reconstruction program in Haiti that ended
in 2010 was the largest ever implemented by D&P in
a single country. Haiti is amongst the poorest of the
poor, and the women of Haiti are at the heart of their
struggles. We were eager to welcome our guest.
The moment could have looked bleak. Our
committee numbers are small andour area was asked
to host the event on very short notice as there was a
cancellation from the initially planned location. Yet
there wasenthusiasm, excitement and determination
that surfaced among our few members.Planning
meetings were immediately scheduled, umpteen
phone calls were made along with a barrage of
emails, and first thing we knew, all was in order.
Accommodation was offered through the generous
hospitality of parishioners;we had enlisted not one,
but two French speaking interpreters;the hall and all
necessary equipment had been set up; and a welcoming
dinner was already being prepared when the phone
rang to inform us that the plane from Vancouver was
cancelled due to poor weather. Marie Ange would not
be arriving.
The moment could have looked bleak. We had
advertised widely throughout our own local area and
throughout the parishes of the West Kootenay. We
placed a number of ads in local newspapers, hung
posters throughout our community, sent out bulletin
notices,Sunday announcements, as well as two
articles that spoke about our upcoming event in the
local newspapers. People were coming from out of
town and interested locals had been extended a warm
welcome. Obviously, cancellation was not an option.
And so, our little group once again conferred on very
short notice and another mad scrambling took place.
Before we knew it, “Plan B” was in place!
The purpose of Marie Ange’s visit to us was to
share first-hand about life in Haiti and the work of
Fanm Decide in the midst of dire poverty and poor
infrastructure.
Fortunately, the abundance of material that had
been sent for the sake of the interpreters provided
excellent resources to accommodate “Plan B”.
As had been our hopes, there was a very good
turnout, even though we managed to inform some of
the out-of-town people that our visitor would not
Continued on Page 7...
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Q: Do we follow the Bible Alone
when trying to determine all that
Jesus and the Apostles taught?
By Graham Osborne

...Continued from Page 16
be present. The power-point information
clearly illustrated the difficulties affecting
the lives of people in Haiti and effectively
showed how women are not well respected
and are not able to participate fully in
the social order. And it also showed
clearly how D&P Partner Fanm Decide is
helping women to develop their abilities,
to support themselves and their families
and to represent themselves in the Haitian
society. There was education around how
climate change is affecting the people and
how women are trying to cope and to bring
about changes in order to deal with the
results of climate change. Fanm Decide
was founded with 13 women of Jacmel,
Haiti in 1989 by a Canadian Catholic
order of nuns, Les Soeurs de I’Institut de
Notre-Dame du Bon-Conseil of Montreal.
The main objective of Fanm Decide is to
promote and guarantee the respect of the
rights and values of women within society.
And the specific objectives are to combat
all forms of violence against women, to
bring social change so that women can

reach their full potential and engage in
every domain of society and to improve
women’s living condition. Fanm Decide
also welcomes and supports victims of
violence.
The presentation was well received
and it was followed up by refreshments
where many were engaged in lively
discussion. Those who attended left with
a better understanding of how things need
to change to assure that women are fully
respected and have all of the rights and
opportunities that they should have as
human beings.
Note: Our area is also taking part
in the commemoration of the 50th
Anniversary by extending an invitation
for the Free Lifetime Memberships being
offered by D&P. We are pleased that a
positive response has been received from
parishioners and our small area has so
far welcomed a total of147 new lifetime
members.

Appreciation for Safe Environment
Training

Positive feedback, especially when
it is unsolicited, is wonderful to receive.
We share these uplifting words so you
know the good that is happening in our
Diocese.
Thank you for a great session last
night. I wish every meeting was
so well and efficiently done. Can’t
believe I actually got home well
before nine! I am so proud that our
diocese has finally dealt with this
issue instead of sweeping it under
the rug or bumbling around in an
unprofessional manner. Hopefully
it will give all parents more comfort
and confidence in bringing their
children to our church. It also makes

it easier for me in good conscience to
defend our church when the issue of
sexual abuse comes up.
~ Blessings, Ingrid Sivorot
Just want to let you know that I
thoroughly enjoyed your presentation
this evening – you made difficult
subject matter understandable and
masterfully wove in prayer and the
gospel message that underlies it all.
Much appreciated.
~ Joan White

Would you like to know how you
can help to protect the vulnerable?
Please contact your Safe Environment
Coordinator and ask about training.

At first blush, following the “Bible
Alone” (Sola Scriptura in Latin),to
determine all that Jesus taught seems
like a reasonable suggestion. Individuals
ask the Holy Spirit to witness the truths
of Scripture to them as they read –if
something’s not found in Scripture,
it’s not necessary to believe it. The
authority of the Church is rejected, as is
Sacred [Oral] Tradition.
But the problems come quickly
when we start to investigate the
historical and Scriptural background to
this teaching.
Historically, the idea of Sola
Scriptura was unheard of in the first
1500 years of the Church. The Church
of the first century was primarily a
church of oral teaching. The writings
of the New Testament were not even
finished until around 70 to 90 A.D.,
and it was not until the late 300’s that
we had a Bible at all. And it was the
Catholic Church, meeting in councils
similar to the one we see in Acts 15,
with the help of the Holy Spirit, that
discerned which of the many books
being considered were truly inspired by
God and belonged in Sacred Scripture.
But even then, most could not
read. There were no printing presses
until the 1400’s, and all copies of the
Scripturesprior to this were written by
hand and were prohibitively expensive.
The early Church simply did not
operate on the “Bible Alone”. This is
just an unarguable, historical fact.
And there
difficulties…

are

still

more

The irony is that this teaching
is unscriptural itself. It is not found
anywhere in Scripture – not even once.
Being such a foundational issue, we
would expect to see it everywhere, but
in fact, we see it nowhere. By its own
definition it has refuted itself. Not good.
Along these same “unscriptural”
lines, we cannot even know which
books belong in the Bible from the
“Bible Alone”. This difficulty itself is
ultimately insurmountable. There is
no inspired table of contents that lists
which books should be in the Bible. As
mentioned, it was the Catholic Church

that gave us this list near the end of the
4th century, and even Martin Luther
concedes this.
Okay, so what DOES Scripture say
about all this? It teaches that we must
listen to both theoral (Sacred Tradition)
and written [Sacred Scripture] teachings
of Jesus and His Apostles.
In 2 Thessalonians 2:15, St. Paul is
very clear on this when he says, “hold
to the traditions which you were taught
by us, either by word of mouth or by
letter.” 1 Corinthians 11:1-2 echoes this
same teaching: “Be imitators of me, as
I am of Christ. I commend you because
you remember me in everything and
maintain the traditions even as I have
delivered them to you.” Similarly, in 2
Timothy 1:13-14, we read, “Follow the
pattern of the sound words which you
have heard from me… guard the truth
that has been entrusted to you by the
Holy Spirit who dwells within us.” And
this is just a sampling.
Some have offered 2Timothy 3:16
as evidence for Sola Scripture, but even
a casual reading reveals that it teaches
nothing of the sort. It says that all
Scripture is useful for teaching. Amen,
says the catholic. But it does not say
ONLY Scripture. Further, the context
of this verse reveals that St. Paul is
referring to the Old Testament here –the
Scriptures of Timothy’s youth–and no
Christian would want to argue for Sola
Old Testament.
This brings up another sticky spot.
Sola Scriptura is obviously never really
‘sola’. There is always an interpreter.
Protestantism would claim this
authority for the individual (i.e. every
individual is “pope”), while Catholics
claim this authority only for the Pope
and the Magisterium [the teaching
office of the Church, made up of the
Pope and all Bishops teaching in union
with him.
But perhaps the most compelling
reason to reject Sola Scriptura is that it
simply does not work. If Sola Scriptura
was really what God had intended –
individuals reading the Bible, asking
the Holy Spirit to reveal the truths of
Scripture to them – then
Continued on Page 9...
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everyone should be coming up with
basically the same interpretations for the
same passages of Scripture. At the very
least, their understandings should not be
contradictory. But this is absolutely not
what we see.

This is profoundly saddening, and even
Martin Luther himself would eventually
lament, “there are as many beliefs as
there are heads”.No doctrine in the history
of Christianity has been more divisive.
The fruit of Sola Scriptura has been utter
disunity –in complete opposition to the
“perfect” Christian unity Jesus prayed for
What we do see is unending in John 17:20-24.
disagreement and division. If there is one
Now some might argue that there
Holy Spirit, one Bible, and one set of
unchanging, universal truths, how is it that we really is unity among Christians on the “big
now have thousands of different Protestant things”, and that their differences are minor.
denominations [some estimate well over But this is simply not true. Are we saved by
30,000!], each with significantly different our “faith alone”, or are grace-inspired good
and often contradictory interpretations of works necessary too? Is Baptism necessary
the same Sacred Scriptures -so different for salvation or just a symbolic washing?
and contradictory that they can no longer Do we baptize infants or not? Once a person
have fellowship together? So they separate is “saved” can they lose their salvation or
–over and over again, leaving a deeply not? Is contraception, premarital relations
fractured Christian landscape that must just or divorce and remarriage, permissible
or not? Is an active homosexual lifestyle
scandalize the world.

a Christian option or not? Is abortion
permissible or not? Is Jesus truly present in
the Eucharist or not? And the list goes on.
These are not minor differences. They are
foundational issues of eternal significance.

Priests Retreat 2017: A PERSONAL
REFLECTION

presence of love and mercy crumbled.

ByFr. Harry Clarke

The Retreat opened with a question:
who are we priests and what are we
called to be?
Our Retreat Director, Bishop
James Weisgerber, said on the opening
night, “over the next few days I will
speak on the humanity of Jesus and
what that means to us priests’. He then
invited us to see our human story in
Jesus’ human story; to see our original
call to priesthood in contemplating
the face of Jesus after hearing his
Father’s voice at his Baptism by John
the Baptist; to see our engagement
with Satan and the sin of the world in
his experiences; to see our need for
prayer and guidance in his practice of
regular prayer to the Father; to follow
his awareness of the Father’s love for
all creation; to see in his abandonment
something that can encourage us in
dark nights of ministry; to experience
the Holy Spirit in our life as the
Apostles did; to build a life of hope on
the promises of Jesus to us.
I was particularly drawn to the
disclosure of “identity” that was
made to Jesus at his Baptism by
John. Obviously Jesus was drawn
to what John was doing; unsettling
people totally absorbed in worldly
affairs, arousing in them questions
about their lives and thus preparing
them for Christ. His 30 years of
waiting were mysteriously fulfilled

in John’s determination to prepare
the way of the Lord. He also laid the
groundwork for Jesus to hear; “this
is my Son, the Beloved, with whom
I am well pleased”. (Matt.3:13-17).
Like all priests I too could locate my
experience of identity on who I am in
the Father’s love.
Another moment of enlightenment
came to me when we were made aware
of what Jesus faced and endured daily
from the sin of the world. I have spent
many years identifying what that
expression means in the world today.
It helps me to recognize the source of
the trials parishioners face day after
day.
John the Baptist used this term
first: “Behold the Lamb of God who
takes away the sin of the world” (John
1. 29). All the Gospels present Jesus
in his encounters with sin as it showed
its ugly face in wounded human
dignity and broken relationships.
When, for example, the woman taken
in adultery was brought before Jesus
it was an extremely critical event for
him. Against terrible odds he made the
woman feel, perhaps for the first time
that she had a dignity as a person, that
she is not her sin, that she can change
her life, that she can exit from her
bondage and walk away free before
heaven and earth and see herself
in a new way. All opposition to that

a doctrine that Jesus and the Apostles never
taught. I leave you with a final,profound
quote from St. Ignatius, the martyred third
Bishop of Antioch and disciple of St. John.
Writing in 110 AD, he makes the authority
and primacy of the Church in the first
centuries of Christianity crystal clear:“Let
all follow the bishop as Jesus Christ did the
Father, and the priests, as you would the
Apostles. …Wherever the bishop appears,
there let the people be; as wherever Jesus
Christ is, there is the Catholic Church.” A
powerful testimony to those who would
reject the authority of the Church and try
and replace it withpersonal interpretation of
Scripture alone.

So what is the answer? How can we
know all that Jesus and the Apostles taught?
Through the Church Jesus founded. Jesus
didn’t first write a Book, He built a Church.
He built it on Peter and the Apostles,
revealed His truths and teachings to it, both
spoken and written, gave it His authority,
sent the Holy Spirit to guide it, guard it and
protect it from error, and made provisions
to pass on His teachings and authority.
How can we know the truths Jesus taught
with certainty? Even Scripture itself attests
“Know this first of all, that there is no
that it is the Church that is “the pillar and prophecy of Scripture that is a matter of
foundation of truth” [1 Timothy 3:15].
personal interpretation” [2 Peter 1:20].
The “Bible Alone”, Sola Scriptura,
remains today, as it has always been, simply

It is interesting that in the Gospel
it was the devils that first recognized
the threat Jesus posed to their evil
power - the sin of the world - and the
Evangelists did not ignore this. For
Jesus; his working knowledge of Satan
came from resisting him. It is difficult
to do what Jesus did unless we are
on alert that the evil one would like
to destroy us all - especially when we
are working to take back his kingdom.
My sense of Satan’s intelligence and
co-workers is strong after 50 years’
experience in parish life. The entire
operation of the Church is set up to
help the sinner to salvation in Christ;
who alone is the Resurrection and the
Life for all people. “Smugness in the
face of evil is the great Catholic sin”.
(Flannery O’Connor).
The Retreat confirmed for me that
staying close to Jesus is the key to our
true identity. Faith in Christ supports
our hope for the Church in Canada
to rise again. It is not so much what
we priests’ are doing in the parish but
rather what Jesus among us is allowed
to do that really counts. He rescues
us from our defeated lives if we want
him to. What we must be on guard
against is in contenting ourselves
with parishes that are well organized,
functional and contented - without
great love for the Abandoned Christ
we will never see the desert flower.
Only by loving Him can we bring
the Holy Spirit forward to unite the
world. Let’s pray, preach and work
that soon the normal conversation

in our parishes will reflect a vibrant
relationship with Jesus; otherwise we
run the risk of being an Elk’s Club.
Our bulletins proclaim who we are.
For me the Retreat days were an
enlightenment on the path that opened
up for me in 1980, discovering that
Jesus of Nazareth is everything. All
that I see in the world I see in relation
to that. Like all priests today, I have to
meet many people who see no place
for Jesus in the actual lives they lead
and who are determined to prove and
proclaim that. Hence my need for
parish life focused on living for Christ
in their homes and profession and the
company of priests and parishioners
who are joyfully united in living and
communicating with one another
moments of the Gospel lived.
The other priests’ of our Diocese
will have their own impressions of the
Retreat 2017. About half of them were
facing new assignments which would
in itself favour reflection. Each has
his own sacred history, special skills
and is entrusted with the ministry of
acting in the name of Jesus within the
Church - a priest for the people but a
fellow traveler who lives the Gospel
with them. At my age life has taken
its shape and yet the retreat counselled
me to avoid the regret of not taking full
advantage of the blessing of prayer to
the end.
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St. Pius X Choir
Father Francis dela Cruz with choir members from St. Pius X Church in Kelowna.
The choir is composed of 17 members with various ranges in demographics and diversity.
The youngest member is 17 and the oldest is 88. The choir sings ancient traditional Latin and
contemporary music in four parts to the Glory of the Lord and to inspire the congregation of St.
Pius X. The choir is blessed to have two accomplished choir directors and an accompanist. They
are always looking for more singers to augment their ranks. Practice is every Saturday morning
at 10AM. You can hear the choir every Sunday morning at 9AM.

Cheyenne
Marriott,
2017 graduate of Fernie
Academy, was presented
with a $500 Scholarship by
Allan Barrass, Grand Knight,
during mass June 4th,
2017.

100
YEARS
Vicki Bisaro, a Holy Trinity
CWL memberin Trail, BC
turned 100 years on May 5,
2017. Special recognition was
given to her at the Our
Lady of Good Counsel
luncheon.

Photo
was taken
in front of the
Sacred Heart Church
in Procter after mass on
Easter Sunday, April 16th.
Knights of Columbus Council 4455, Fr. Anthony OMI
donated $3,000 to Sparwood Search and Rescue. The
presentation was scheduled for Sunday June 4, 2017,
but SARS was called out to Creston on that Sunday,
so only Knights were available for the presentation.

Father Cecil Nunez, Assistant
Pastor for the Cathedral of Mary
Immaculate together with
the Parishioners.
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Father Bart van Roijen, CWL spiritual advisor of Holy Trinity parish in Trail is
known to ride his bicycle with low tire pressure so he was presented with a bicycle
pump (and an insulated water bottle) as a farewell gift at the June Holy Trinity CWL
meeting in Trail.
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Holy Trinity Parish – A Busy Spring
By Marianne Hubbard

We have had a lot of activities
this spring and here are a few
highlights.
We
celebrated
First Communion
with four young
people on March
12th.
They
ranged in age
from 9 – 12
years
old.
These
young
people
had
been
recently
baptized in the
last year so it was
truly a wonderful
celebration.
The weekend of May
13 and 14 was a very busy one
for our Parish. Confirmation was
celebrated on Saturday for five Confirmandi
with Fr. Bart van Roijen as celebrant,
and on Sunday morning our ten Grade
2 children received their First Holy
Communion. Refreshments and cake
were served at both celebrations to
give the parishioners a chance to
mingle and congratulate the young
people.
Vicki Bisaro has been a long
time parishioner here in Trail and on
Friday, March 5th she celebrated her
100th birthday at daily Mass. It was
a wonderful celebration of the Mass of
which Vicki read the daily readings. We
admire and love Vicki and we are thankful
to God for having her present in our lives.

Last fall we had our first Hike and
Mass, it was so well received that
we had another Hike and
Mass on Sunday, June
4th. Father Bart led a
group of parishioners
up the mountain
where
Mass
was celebrated
overlooking
the Trail and
surrounding
area.
The Catholic
students
from
the J. L. Crowe
Graduating
Class
of 2017 were

celebrated at Mass on Holy Trinity Sunday. Eight
young people were in attendance and were called
down to the front of the Church to receive a gift
from Fr. Bart. There was a small reception for
them in the Gathering room with cake and then
all the youth were treated to the Knights of
Columbus Pancake Breakfast at St. Michael’s
School following the Mass. We pray that they
will always keep God in their hearts.
On Sunday, June 25th the Holy Trinity
Community of Trail and Sacred Heart Community
of Salmo, came together and celebrated with a
Farewell Potluck dinner for Fr. Bart, and even
though it was Grad weekend, we had a very good
crowd of well-wishers. Our MC talked about
Bart’s life and history, pointing out that he has a
history here in Trail, so if history repeats itself, he
will be back. There were also songs written about
Fr. Bart poking fun at his love of kale, gardening,
bike riding, etc., and he was presented with a gift
of gardening tools and a bouquet of kale.
Father Bart celebrated his last mass on
Sunday, July 2nd. We are sorry to see Fr.
Bart leave,as we will really miss him, and
his quick sense of humour, but we hope
that our paths will cross again. We are
however, excited about the arrival of
our new Pastor, Fr. Francis Dela Cruz
and are looking forward to getting to
know him.
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Nelson Diocesan CWL 81st Annual Convention
St. Michael’s Parish, Sparwood and Holy Family Parish, Fernie.

Report on the 2017 BC &
Yukon Provincial Convention

By Elizabeth Cytra

The 70th Annual BC & Yukon Provincial Catholic
Women’s League Convention was held in Kelowna,
B.C. from June 14 – 18, 2017. The convention theme
of “Leading With Courage”, through the various
presentations: spiritual programs, panel discussions,
and workshops educated and nourished the attendees,
while at the same challenged them to go forth and take
risks especially to be the voice of those who are not
heard. Several Bishops, Spiritual Advisors, the National
CWL President, provincial, diocesan and parish council
members were in attendance. At the Pre-convention
meeting, the provincial executive deliberated on a variety
of items from the past months and confirmed business
for the convention.

May 4th to May 6th, 2017

By Elizabeth Cytra

Immaculate Conception Church, in Kelowna,
was the site of the Opening Eucharistic Celebration.
The Most Reverend John Corriveau, Bishop of Nelson
was the principal celebrant and homilist. The Mass was
concelebrated by Most Reverend Joseph Nguyen, Bishop
of Kamloops, Reverend Edwin Kulling (Provincial
Spiritual Advisor) and other attending priests.

The convention began on
Thursday with a Diocesan executive
and parish presidents meeting.
Provincial Vice-President Sharon
Geiger was also in attendance.
Opening Mass was celebrated at
Fernie Holy Family Church with
Spiritual Advisor Fr. Rex Velmonte,
main celebrant and homilist.
Following Mass a “Meet and
Greet”event was held at the Fernie
Family Centre.
The formal convention opened
on Friday morning with diocesan
president Sylvia Jurys presiding.
After morning prayers led by Fr. Rex,
the meeting was called to order.
First Guest speaker was Sharon
Geiger, she presented a very thought
provoking workshop on membership.
The second speaker of the day
was Corrie Hurlburt who gave an
inspiring talk about her work at the
Elkford Women’s Taskforce.
Before lunch Spiritual Advisor,
Fr. Rex Velmonte led a Regina Coeli
and Grace. After lunch the Diocesan
Table Officers reports followed.
Afternoon speakerNotary Public,
Marian Gravelle andLegal Counsel
Graeme Nunn. Their informative
presentations gave a review of
several topics including; planning

for the future, Power of attorney and reports were given by council
funeral arrangements. Handouts were presidents or by their representatives.
circulated.
Guest speaker, Chiropractor Dr.
Mass was held at St. Michaels Stephanie Bryant, gave an overview
Church, Sparwood with Father of
Chiropractic
Practicewhich
David John as the main Celebrant included a slide show.
and Homilist. Also present, Fr. Jim
The 82nd Nelson Diocesan
McHugh, Fr. Peter Tompkins and Fr.
Rex Velmonte. Prayers of the Faithful Convention will be held at St. Ann’s
were read by Elizabeth Cytra. The Penticton. Nella Todd and Donna
Book of Life was read by Caroline Freman gave a song and dance skit
Ann-Alter and Diane Cey. The and invited everyone to come to
collection was given to the Elkford Penticton on May 3-6, 2018. Closing
Mass was held at Holy Family
Women’s Taskforce.
Church, Fernie. Celebrant Bishop
After dinner, entertainment John Corriveau. Re-installation of
included a Coal Miner’s Fashion the Diocesan Executive followed
Show, thanks to the women of Elk Mass. Major David Dean was the
Valley, and by Fr. Rex Velmonte who guest speaker at the closing banquet.
sang a variety of songs.
Thank you Holy Family, Fernie
After Saturday morning prayers, and St. Michaels,Sparwood for
Fr. Rex spoke about his choice to be hosting the event. Congratulations to
a priest and advised all to “Be faithful convention co-chairs,Yvette Despres
to the calling God has given you.” and Celia Roccamatisi, they did an
President Sylvia welcomed everyone, outstanding job of organizing the
and read her report which included convention and to the many who
introducing the upcoming CWL worked behind the scenes to make
National five year Service Plan – the event the success is was.
“Revival for Survival” to be unveiled
We came away from the
at the Provincial Convention in
convention
inspired, recommitted
Kelowna this year. Fr. Rex reviewed
and
full
of
love
for our sisters in the
the history of Our Lady of Fatima. He
concluded by singing, dear Lady of league. Our Lady of Good Council
Fatima.” Parish Council President’s and the spirit of God was with us
every step of the way.

The Resolutions Dialogue reviewed five proposed
resolutions: BC & Yukon 2017.01 Awareness and
Resources for the Choice of Psychotherapy for Transgenders; BC & Yukon 2017.02 Include Psychotherapy
in British Columbia Medical Services Plan; BC &
Yukon 2017.03 Age Verification Mechanisms for
Adult Websites; 2017.04 Protection from Coercion of
Conscience for Healthcare Professionals; and BC &
Yukon 2017.05 Repeal Bill C-16 – An Act to Amend
the Canadian Human Rights Act and the Criminal Code.
All five were passed on the convention floor. 2017.02
Include Psychotherapy in British Columbia Medical
Services Plan was passed for our province and can be
acted on. The other four will be forwarded to the National
CWL Resolutions for consideration at the 2017 National
Convention in Charlottetown, P.E.I. A motion in regards
to the enforcement of the Protection of Communities and
Exploited Persons Act was also discussed on the floor of the
convention and passed. It was recommended that councils
attempt to open a dialogue with their local police force to
discuss policies and priorities affecting the enforcement of
the Protection of Communities and Exploited Persons Act;
to discuss obstacles to enforcement and ways in which
the CWL can help to overcome these obstacles, and to
report their findings to their councils and to Diocesan and
Provincial Councils.
Friday, June 16, 2017, a variety of presentations
were given. Margaret Ann Jacobs, National CWL
President discussed strategies that the National Executive
is pursuing and investigating to ensure that the needs of
the members of the Catholic Women’s League of today
are met and in turn that the numbers of members can be
expanded. The Strategic Planning Initiative will ask –
Who are the women in our pews today?; Who does the
League need to represent?, and How can this be achieved?
Father Edwin Kulling, BC & Yukon Provincial Spiritual
Continued on Page 13...
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Advisor, reminded us of the “Beauty
Around Us” , found in nature, food,
literature, books, people, the Mass and
how it feeds our soul and spirit and how
it can inspire us and give us courage.
Beauty gives graces and draws us closer
to God. Cristina Alarcon, BC Pharmacist,
presented “Harmony for All, Conscience
Rights in the Workplace” and spoke of
her journey and how she has always
maintained her Catholic beliefs in the
workplace and strived to ensure that the
College of Pharmacists respect everyone’s
right to uphold the teachings of their
faith while at the same time doing their
work. Most Reverend Ken Nowakowski,
Bishop of New Westminster Ukrainian
Eparchy presented “Facing Danger With
Courage”. He reminded us of the courage
St. George displayed when he declared
his faith even though it cost him his life.
He spoke of his journey to many places
where he experienced soldiers about to
shoot innocent victims and his words were
“Don’t do this”. He presented stories of
courageous women, families and children
and gave examples of how he constantly
turns to prayer and puts his total faith in
God when faced with uncertainty. Through
humour, he educated and enlightened
us. The Eucharistic Celebration was led
by Father Edwin Kulling. The homilist
was Most Revered Ken Nowakowski,
Bishop of New Westminster Ukrainian
Eparchy. Mass included the honouring of
the deceased members of the provincial
CWL. Elvis’ song “Teddy Bear” inspired
the casual dinner and the evening events.

COMMUNITY
Saturday, June 17, 2017 began
with a talk given by Margaret Ann Jacobs,
National CWL President on the Spiritual
Gifts and the Fruits of the Spirit. She
challenged us by saying that it is our job
to find out what our gifts are and then uses
them for the glory of God and to serve
His people. Agnes Geiger, Provincial
Spiritual Development Chairperson,
made a presentation on Palliative Care
and the difference between palliative care
and hospice. She compiled and wrote
many inspiring prayers for the Spiritual
component of the entire convention.
A panel discussion entitled “Refugee
Settlement” was also presented. Sharon
Ciebin, Anita Sehn, Sherray Duran and
Elizabeth Brach spoke of their respective
journeys and experiences in welcoming
refugee families into Canada. We heard
about the challenges, the successes and
most of all the joy experienced by their
respective Church communities.
The
closing
Eucharistic
celebration was held at Immaculate
Conception Church with Most Reverend
Stephen Jensen, Bishop of Prince George
being the main celebrant and homilist.
The Mass included the re-affirmation of
BC & Yukon Provincial Officers, led by
Reverend Edwin Kulling. The convention
concluded with the convention banquet.
It was a wonderful opportunity to
experience the many facets of the work of
the League, to grow in faith, and to enjoy
the presence of so many other dedicated
members who work diligently to give
service to God and Canada.

Catholic Mountain Star

13

Laura Anselmo

How many women do you know
that have been in the Catholic
Women’s League for 80 years?
We do. Holy Trinity CWL
council Trail, BC is proud
that Laura Anselmo is
one of those ladies.
Laura is a true British
Columbian having
been born in Grand
Forks, BC in 1920.
She went to Trail
in 1936 and became
a CWL member
at St. Anthony’s
parish in 1937, later
transferring to Our
Lady of Perpetual Help
council when she moved
to Sunningdale. (Three
councils later amalgamated to
become Holy Trinity Council.)Though
Laura did not hold any executive
positions in the councils but she was
in charge of the phoning committee for
many years which was a big job before
the days of email. She made certain that
all members were notified of any and
all activities. She baked for and worked
at the funeral receptions for over 50
years. She doesn’t’ bake anymore
because her daughters keep her freezer

full of baking for her. Until recently
she faithfully attended every CWL
meeting. Now she still enjoys
attending only the special
luncheons and dinners.
Laura is a honourary
member of the Trail
Hospital Auxiliary
recognizing
her
many
years
as
a member. She
was known as the
“Candy Lady” as
she took candy and
newspapers to the
patients throughout
the hospital. Laura‘s
husband, Joe, passed
away in 2001 and she
lives by herself in the home
that she and Joe had built in the
early sixties. In that house they raised
their two daughters and the family
that now include 4 grandchildren and
6 great grandchildren- none of whom
live close by. Without any outside help
she keeps that home immaculate and
herself meticulous. Since Laura is not
driving anymore she is thankful that
neighbours take her to Mass.

GRAMMY AWARD NOMINEE DAVID
HAAS COMES TO KELOWNA
By Sr Elaine Biollo

It’s not often that a small city like
Kelowna, or a small diocese like the Diocese
of Nelson gets to welcome a liturgical
composer as well-known as David Haas. If
you’ve paged through the Glory and
Praise hymnal, you’ll find
six of his compositions,
and there are many
more in a variety
of soft and
hardcover
hymnals
available
to support
liturgy.
David
held
a
concert
in
the St. Charles
Garnier
Parish
hall in Kelowna on
Friday, May 5, 2017.
Concert-goers were not
passive listeners but enjoyed both
David’s humor and his ability to engage his
audience in songs old and new. Songs that
he used were gateways to stories from his

own personal journey and his experiences
as a musician. No doubt, audience members
will never hear those songs again without a
memory of some poignant Haas moments.
David shared as much of himself as
he shared his music. His wife
Helen was an appreciative
member of the audience
also.
The next day,
Saturday, from
9:30 to 1:30pm
David gave a
“workshop.”
As
one
member of the
group that came
expressed it: “I
came expecting
something
more
technical, but what
unfolded was almost like
a retreat!” Weaving his own
compositions into the presentation,
David offered more memorable than
liturgical guidelines. He spoke candidly and

Continued on Page 14...
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without notes around the Twelve
Practices that he deals with in his book
That You Might Have Life: 12 Spiritual
Practices to Nurture Your Call to
Holiness (Twenty-Third Publications,
www.twentythirdpublications.com ).
The Practices, as the group came
to understand, were what would
sustain them not only in their liturgical
music ministry but indeed in living the
Christian life. The Twelve Practices as
he named them were:
1. Awaken your spiritual practices
2. Honor your body; keep moving
3. Remember you are beloved
4. Always be in discernment
5. Find a mantra; use it often
6. Examine your relationships
7. Embrace brokenness; celebrate
weakness
8. Live “smaller”
9. Choose gratitude; be thankful
10. Stay creative
11. Remain connected; nurture
community
12. Be a prophet – be a blessing.

David Haas had been scheduled
to come to the Diocese some years
ago, but a family crisis forced a
cancellation. This time he made
it. And everyone who experienced
him with us was grateful.
In 1991 David was nominated
for a Grammy Award for the
recording of I Shall See God,
and his book The Ministry and
Mission of Sung Prayer (Franciscan
Media) received the Outstanding
Professional Book Award from the
Catholic Press Association in 2003.
Along with Michael Joncas and
Marty Haugen, he was the recipient
of the Distinguished Alumni Award
in 1995, from the University of St.
Thomas in St. Paul. In 2004, David
was named Pastoral Musician of the
Year by the National Association of
Pastoral Musicians, and that same
year he received the Crosier Award
for Outstanding Service in Ministry.
In 2014, The National Catholic
Education Association (NCEA)
awarded David the Emmaus Award
for Excellence in Catechesis for
his contributions to catechetical
ministry, and in 2015, he received
an honorary doctorate in Humane
Letters from the University of
Portland in Oregon.
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BC Pilgrimage Group at the Sanctuary of Santa
Maria delle Grazie, San Giovanni Rotondo FG, Italy

Charismatic Renewal Celebrates 50th Anniversary in Rome with Pope Francis
By Richard Dunstan

Three years ago, Pope Francis
invited the world’s charismatic Catholics
to join him in Rome for Pentecost this
year. Fifty thousand people from more
than 120 countries took him up on
the invitation—including a group of
pilgrims from the Nelson diocese.
This year marks the Golden Jubilee
of the Catholic Charismatic Renewal,
which got its start at a retreat held
by students at Duquesne University
in Pittsburgh in 1967. International
Catholic Charismatic Renewal Services
celebrated the jubilee with five days
of activities in Rome, culminating in
Pentecost Sunday Mass in St. Peter’s
Square with Pope Francis June 4.
Carol Jones of Kelowna led a group
of 17 people, mostly from the Nelson
diocese, on a two-week pilgrimage
for the occasion. Father Sylvester
Ibekwe of Creston, diocesan liaison
for the renewal, was chaplain for the
pilgrimage.
The group spent a week in Rome
and also visited Assisi, the home of St.
Francis; Lanciano, where a 1,300-yearold Eucharistic miracle is preserved
in a local church; and San Giovanni
Rotondo, where Padre (now St.) Pio
spent most of his years of ministry.

The celebration in Rome featured
three events with Pope Francis: a
general audience at St. Peter’s Square
Wednesday morning, a Saturday
evening prayer vigil at the Circus
Maximus, scene of ancient Roman
chariot races and Christian martyrdoms.
The Pentecost Sunday Mass in St.
Peter’s Square.
At the prayer vigil, Pope Francis
welcomed the crowd to “a kind of
Upper Room beneath the open sky,” and
called the charismatic renewal “a flood
of grace” for the whole Church, “not
just for some.”
“To share baptism in the Holy
Spirit with everyone in the Church, to
praise the Lord unceasingly, to walk
together with Christians of different
Churches and Ecclesial Communities
in prayer and activity on behalf of those
in greatest need, to serve the poor and
the sick,” he said. “This is what the
Church and the Pope expect from you,
Catholic Charismatic Renewal, but also
from everyone here: all of you who have
become part of this flood of grace.”
At the Pentecost Sunday Mass,
he prayed, “Spirit of God, Lord, who
dwell in my heart and in the heart of
the Church, guiding and shaping her

in diversity, come! Like water, we
need you to live. Come down upon us
anew, teach us unity, renew our hearts
and teach us to love as you love us, to
forgive as you forgive us. Amen”.
In addition to the events with the
Pope, a Jubilee prayer meeting and Mass
was held on the Friday at the Circus
Maximus, featuring Patti Mansfield
and David Mangan, who were part of
the 1967 retreat in Duquesne; Michelle
Moran, president of International
Catholic Charismatic Renewal Services,
the Rome-based governing body;
Ralph Martin, a long-time Catholic
charismatic leader and evangelist; and
Vinson Synan, a Pentecostal pastor who
has supported the Catholic renewal from
its early days. Cardinal Kevin Joseph
Farrell celebrated the Mass. Father
Raniero Cantalamessa, preacher to the
papal household and a major charismatic
speaker, spoke at the Saturday vigil.
Workshops on numerous topics,
from charismatic gifts to working with
the poor, were held at various churches
in the city. Speakers included Sister
Briege McKenna, Sister Nancy Kellar,
Jim Murphy, Cyril John, Charles
Whitehead, Mary Healy, and many
other charismatic leaders.

In Assisi, the Nelson pilgrimage
visited the tomb of St. Francis in the
basilica built in his honour shortly after
his death in 1226, along with several
churches Francis was associated with in
his lifetime.
In San Giovanni Rotondo, the group
saw Padre Pio’s body, which had just
been returned to his shrine after being
taken on tour to North America, as well
as the cell where he lived the last years
of his life, and the crucifix where he
had been praying when he received the
stigmata.
In Lanciano, the pilgrims saw the
Host that turned to visible flesh and the
Precious Blood that turned to visible
blood globules, preserved on the high
altar in the Church of St. Francis. The
miracle occurred at a Mass around
the year 700, when the celebrant
had doubted the doctrine of the Real
Presence but prayed for grace to believe.
Several other charismatics from the
Nelson diocese were also in Rome for
the Jubilee celebration, some as part of
a pilgrimage organized by Edmonton
charismatics, and some travelling
individually.
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DAVID MANGAN AT THE NDCCRSC CONFERENCE
By Richard Dunstan

Having David Mangan speak at the
Nelson Diocese Catholic Charismatic
Renewal
Service
Committee
Conference in April 2017 was a BIG
deal! David was one of twelve young
Catholics baptized in the Holy Spirit
while on retreat at the Ark and the
Dove Retreat Center near Pittsburg in
February 1967. This movement of the
Holy Spirit is considered the beginning
of the worldwide Catholic Charismatic
renewal, which celebrated its Golden
Jubilee in Rome recently, where David
also spoke.

The Catholic Charismatic Renewal
is far from dead, but at age 50 it could
use some rejuvenation, says David
Mangan, who has tirelessly worked for
the renewal from the beginning.
Looking over the audience, he
noticed three pre-teens form Creston
and asked them to pray a blessing
over the congregation, most of whom
were a long way past their teens. It is
important to involve the young in the
renewal because young adults and
teens are “the missing group in the
Catholic charismatic renewal.”
The renewal is very strong in
Brazil, Argentina, and Mexico, and
in the United States, where the Latin
American population is large. The
renewal is also strong where there is

an outreach to youth and to the needs
of youth; where the healing ministry is
most active; and where there is a sense
of community. He said people don’t
return to prayer meetings because
of the quality of the prophecy; “they
come back because they felt love.”
He said part of what the renewal
needs is a return to the willingness
early charismatics had to go to trouble
for their faith. In every situation, we
should ask God what He’s doing there,
what He wants; “then you follow that,

and it will work.” We won’t know
everything God is doing, but we will
know some things—for example, He
is always loving people. Above all,
we must remember that God loves
us—not as an abstract doctrine, but
“knowing with your knower.”
“Jesus died while we were
sinners,” he said. “He didn’t wait until
we stopped sinning.” There are ten
Gospel passages where Jesus rebukes
the disciples for their “little faith,” but
every time He still meets their needs—
for example, He saves Peter when he
starts to sink after trying to walk on
water.
Concluding, David says, “I was
baptized in the Holy Spirit when I
didn’t know what it was, when I didn’t
know what it was for, when I certainly

didn’t deserve it, and when I was
certainly going to mess it up. The Lord
gave it anyway.”
The gifts of the Holy Spirit
are given to us at Baptism and
Confirmation; it is our responsibility
to embrace them and to co-operate
with the Holy Spirit to develop them.
Exercising these God given gifts is
normal Christianity which draws us
into a deeper relationship with God the
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.
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Shekinah Prayer
Group, Penticton
Hosts Life in the
Spirit Mission
By Gladys Miller

A well-attended 3 evening Life in
the Spirit Mission was held at St. John
Vianney Church June 13 -15. People
from Penticton, Osoyoos, Summerland,
Kelowna and Grand Forks attended the
event.
Talks were presented by Father
Sylvester Ibekwe, Bishop’s Liaison to
Charismatic Renewal from Creston and
Gladys Miller, Diocesan Chairperson for
Charismatic Renewal from Grand Forks.

Mercy Mission
God, Merciful Father, your
incarnation has revealed to us your
infinite love for the world.
Through the Holy Spirit, we entrust
to you our world and every person
who seeks meaning in their lives
and who needs your love the most.
Through Jesus, grant us the grace
of being merciful to our brothers
and sisters. May our words, our
actions and our prayers allow us to
experience your blessed mercy.
May Mary, Mother of the Church,
teach us to be signs of mercy for
the world.
Merciful Father, grant your mercy
to the whole world. Amen.

In his first presentation Fr. Sylvester
focused on God’s unconditional love
for each of us personally and said there
is nothing we can say or do to cause
God to love us more or less. We cannot
win God’s favour; He simply loves that
which He created. In his second address
the group was told “We all received the
Holy Spirit when we were Baptised and
Confirmed. That is Catholic doctrine. So
we all have the Holy Spirit living in us.”
He later indicated that the Holy Spirit
becomes more active in our lives as we
open ourselves to Him and invite Him to
dwell in our heart. He said each time we
pray “Come Holy Spirit” He comes again
and again because there is always more.
Fr. Sylvester quoted Pope St. John Paul
ll “Open yourselves to the Holy Spirit,
open yourselves with docility to the gifts
of the Holy Spirit, accept gratefully and
obediently the charisms which the Holy
Spirit never ceases to bestow on us”.
In her first address Gladys talked
about the Joy of the Gospel and indicated
that we should be filled with joy because
we believe and because God calls us His
children. Originally, it was God’s plan
that we live in unity with Him but we are
all aware of the “fall” and sin entered our
world. Fast forward to John 3:16 where
God intervenes and sends His only son
into the world so that all who believe
will not perish but have eternal life. Jesus
chose to freely give up His life and in Him
we have a God that embodies amazing
love and radiates amazing grace and we
are enabled to have joy in the Good News.
The second talk Gladys talked about is
Continued on Page 18...
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...Continued from Page 17
our need to unwrap the gifts of God
and use them. She affirmed that indeed we
all received the Holy Spirit when we were
Baptized and Confirmed and all that He
has is ours but just as a gift that sits on a
shelf still wrapped and unused is pretty
much useless so it is with the gifts of the
Spirit that lay dormant in us waiting to
be “unwrapped and used”. It is our choice
and God hastens to shower His gifts on us.
There was opportunity for the
participants to request prayer for a
release of the Spirit. This opportunity
was introduced by Fr. Sylvester indicating
that it is up to us personally to invite the
Holy Spirit fully into our lives which is
really saying “yes” to our Baptism and
Confirmation. He quoted Papal Preacher,
Fr. Cantalemessa saying, “Every person
needs a Pentecost experience in their life”.
Following the time of prayer Gladys
addressed the group with suggestions of
how to live in the Spirit. She likened the
journey to a wagon which requires four
wheels to run smoothly. Our journey
needs four wheels to keep us balanced
running smoothly. The wheels are:
1.

Prayer – Pope Francis
indicates that we all need
a “Deep breath of prayer,
praise, asking, listening and
thanking”.

2.

Scripture and Sacraments
– read scripture every day,
it quenches our thirst, and
attend to the Sacraments as
often as you are able – they
are the grace of God in a
tangible way.

3.

Community – we need each
other, sharing our faith builds
our faith. Our parish is a
community and regular and
daily, if possible, attendance
at Mass is a great grace, prayer
group supports our growth,
Bible study . . . our church
has many opportunities for
community.

4.

Evangelization – we only
keep what we give away,
Pope Francis challenges
every Christian to share
their faith and that is what
evangelization is.

Mt. Kobauhike and Mass with Fr. Neil Lustado, July 3 joined by more than 70 parishioners of Oliver, Osoyoos and
Penticton. God is so good always and forever.

Wilson Mountain Hike and Mass, May 22 in Oliver, BC

COMMUNITY

July 2017

Catholic Mountain Star

19

Okanagan Falls - Peach Cliff Mountain Hike and Mass, June 17.

Life in Nelson For The Msatat Family
By Paul Boscariol
Cathedral Refugee Committee (CRC)

The Msatat Family: One Year Later
By Paul Boscariol

Friends of Refugees Trail
ByFriends
Marianne
Hubbard
of Refugees
Trail
By Marianne Hubbard

Our Refugee Committee in Trail was formed in December
continues to take each day with a
family.
Friends ofevents
Refugees
2015 and we have been busy doing fundraising
over Trail
positive attitude.
Since their arrival in Nelson in May, the
Marianne
Hubbard
Our Refugee Committeethe
in Trail
was
formed
in
December
2015
and
weBy
have
beenabusy
doing fundrais
past
year
and
a
half
to
help
raise
money
to
bring
refugee
Msatat family
been
busy
integrating
Friends
of the
Refugees
Trailthat time,
Going have
forward
CRC
thethe
past year
and a half family
to help into
raisethe
money
bring a refugee
family
city.3 garage
During
Jameel is coming to the end
city.toDuring
that time,
weinto
have
had
into the community. garage
Afteroptions
settling
in their
ByasMarianne
Hubbard
sales,
bake sales,
bottlebake
drives, plantbottle
sales and a bike
a thon
well aasbike
donation
drives
local
of his Kindergarten year and has is looking into some
sales,
plant
sales
a thon
asweathave
Our
Refugee sales,
Committee indrives,
Trail was
formed
in and
December 2015
and
b
home
the
family,
along
with
the
help
of
date
we
have
raised
nearly
$28,000.00.
We
are
hoping
to
get
our
family
within
the
next
year.
We
appr
regarding
remaining
funds.
One
well
as
donation
drives
at
local
businesses.
To
date
we
have
greatly enjoyed his time at South
the past year and a half to help raise money to bring a refugee family into the
from
ourable
parishioners
asinwell
as the incommunity
at large.
If you wish
toanddonate
you
canb
idea hasand
thevolunteers,
group help
looking
into
neighbors
were
togarage
put
Our
Refugee
Committee
was
formed
in December
we have
been
raised
nearly
$28,000.00.
We
areplant
hoping
get2015
our
Nelson Elementary School. The
sales,
bake
sales, Trail
bottle
drives,
salestoand
a bike
afamily
thon
as well
as
http://friendsofrefugeestrail.com
or
contact
the
Parish
office
of
Holy
Trinity
at
250-368-6677.
to have
Tasneem’s
thedate
pastwe
year
and
a half
to help
raise
money
to
bring
a refugee
family
into the
city.
theirapplying
first vegetable
garden.
They have
within
the
next
year.
We
appreciate
allare
ofhoping
the
help
from
year provided opportunities for
have
raised
nearly
$28,000.00.
We
to get
our our
family
within
garage
sales,
plant
a bike a thon
as well
donat
mother and
younger
brother comeand supports
help
from bake
ourassales,
parishioners
as
well
as sales
the
community
large.
you
wi
parishioners
wellbottle
as thedrives,
community
at and
large.
If youatwish
toIf as
Jameel to make many new friends,
established
strong
relationships
date we have raised nearly $28,000.00. We are hoping to get our family within the n
to
Canada
under
the
refugee
http://friendsofrefugeestrail.com
or
contact
the
Parish
office
of
Holy
Trinity
at
25
learn how to speak, read and write
donate
you
can
go
on
line
to
http://friendsofrefugeestrail.com
with their neighbors.
help from our parishioners as well as the community at large. If you wish to
or
contact
the
Parish
office
of
Holy
Trinity
at
250-368-6677.
in English and participate in family reunification program.
http://friendsofrefugeestrail.com or contact the Parish office of Holy Trinity at 250-368
Bike A Thon
many never before experienced Other options may include
During
the
summer
the
Msatat
family
were
Bike
A
sponsoring
other
refugees
needing
activities. He is looking forward
Our Riders as well
officially
with
a Nelson
Thon.
to flee welcomed
the hardships
of war
and
to Grade 1 in September and the
well-wishers to giv
Our Riders
experience;
a picnic
destruction.
Theat Lakeside
committee Park which
Mohammed continues to work new opportunities and experiences
as well asa good send o
extendswith
a heartfelt
thankofyou
to all
coincided
the end
Ramadan.
It was
at the Kootenay Co-op where his it will provide.
some wellhave contributed
financially
wellwho
attended
and was an
opportunity for the
duties have grown from general
wishers to
or through
their actions
of time new
custodial work to addressing
Leen has had a good year
family
and Nelsonites
to establish
give them a
and work to make the Msatat’s
building maintenance needs. His attending pre-school on a part time
friendships.
The Msatats
also enjoyed some
good send
arrival
in
Nelson
a
reality.
work ethic and willingness to basis. She too, has made many
other summer outings in the Nelson area
off.
learn have done much to assist new friends and had a variety of
including
time
spent
on
Kootenay
Lake.
Mohammed
was
employed
on
a
part
time
basis
working
In closing, those involved in
Garage Sale
with this move upwards. He new experiences. Leen is looking
with
a
local
construction
company.
this
refugee
sponsorship
project
immensely enjoys his work and forward to entering Kindergarten
the family of co-workers who and joining Jameel at South have realized we have gained
Garage Sale
we have
given the
to this
andwith
Tasneem
have been
taking English
lessons
through
Columbia
Garage Sale
have Mohammed
welcomed him
open Nelson
Elementary
School language
in more than
work.
Beforetutoring
they came,
arms.Basin
Mohammed
continues
to September.
Association
for Literacy
(CBAL) and have also had
additional
fromtheBrian Deon
Msatat
family
was
unknown
us
workofonthe
further
developing
his Committee
The family
has settled
Cathedral
Refugee
(CRC).
Theirinto
command of the language is tocoming
along
and we to them. Providentially we
English
language
skills,
with
a
their
new
rental
in
Uphill
and
is
well and they have realized the importance of becomingwere
fluent.
brought together and shared
goal to become fluent.
ever grateful for the generosity of
God’s
boundless grace to build
landlord Carmen Addario who is
Jameel
and
Leen
quickly
made
friends
with
children
living
in
the
neighborhood and have spent
Tasneem continues with her providing the home with reduced new relationships that fostered a
plenty ofthe
time
playing
withrent
them.
South
Nelson
new start for theat
Msatat
family
in
role attending
family’s
needs
for theJameel
year. is enrolled in Kindergarten
Canada.
Elementary
(SNES). He has embraced school life at SNES and has established many
at home
and with School
the children’s
It has been just over a year
since the Msatat family arrived
in Nelson. Through the generous
support of donors from our
Cathedral of Mary Immaculate
parishioners as well as other
citizens in and around Nelson,
the family has settled into life in
our community. While they still
face challenges from time to time,
they have proven their resilience
to address and overcome these
issues.

Some ofRefugee
his favourite activities include the play center in
dailystrong
schoolfriendships
routines. with
Herhis classmates.
The
Cathedral
English
skills continue
continued
the language
Kindergarten
room andCommittee
playing soccer
ontotheprovide
playground. Mohammed has said of Jameel,
to develop
and
she
enjoys
financial
and
emotional
support
“his English is far better than ours and I have to ask him to speak slowly so we can understand!”
opportunities
conversations
for the Msatat
family through
Leen hasfor
been
attending pre-school
at Kootenay
Kinder School a couple of times per week. She
in order to use these skills. Her to the beginning of May. At
really enjoys her time there and the activities they participate in. Leen’s favorite thing to do is
deteriorating eyesight is a concern this time the CRC continues to
dance andandsing.
Her command
English non-monetary
has also developed rapidly.
for Tasneem
Mohammed.
provideof ongoing
Despite this challenge, Tasneem and relationship support for the

Plant Sale
PlantPlant
Sale Sale

20

Catholic Mountain Star

THE CATHOLIC
SCHOOL TODAY
By Fr. Harry Clarke

For the first 1000 years the Church
supported a balanced tradition of study
and reflection. Our schools are in a unique
position to continue this combination
and cultivate virtue in our students
because we all know that our inner life
is what means most to us. Such a modest
determination is well within the range of
our teachers and schools without putting
an extra task on their agenda. It is simply
an encouragement to ask questions about
our existence all through life. It means
finding out what is superficial that is being
dragged along - and on the other hand
continuing to question on how we can
succeed better at seeking the truth.

YOUTH
Him- the one we wanted to meet. Are we
willing to listen to the Gospel and put it
into practice? And most of all -what are
we going to say to Jesus in receiving Holy
Communion? The Samaritan woman is a
model of communication with Jesus.
In 1995 I was introduced to a 16 year
old girl for whom it was so natural to say
to Jesus at Communion: “Look, I got
a bad mark in French and my mother is
upset with me. I have been in a bad mood
for days but Jesus in this moment with
you I am ready to begin again”. This is
the beginning of a lifetime of thrills with
Jesus at Mass. Silence and prayer at Mass
must be cultivated to connect children
with themselves, with Christ, with their
families, classmates and with hope - which
reaches down to touch the very depths of a
young soul.

Everything in the Church is geared
to save people from a false life. Life is a
series of ups and downs; now encouraged,
now crushed by a broken relationship or
failure, now thankful for benefits received
- now hurt by what is denied us. We are
no strangers to the land of grief, lies and
cheating and the Church keeps pointing us
to the province of joy and how to attain
it. Jesus is meaningless to our children
and ourselves unless we know what we
lack- and for many of the Baptized there
has been cultivated a denial of any such
observation.

The essential for me in school Masses
is to go beyond celebrating the Liturgy
as an occasion for the school to exhibit
itself to parents and others without a
real connection with Jesus of Nazareth.
Liturgy is an event by means of which
we let ourselves be introduced to Him in
a fresh way each time. I raise this question
within myself; how can we help the rising
generations to communicate with Jesus at
Mass? Such prayer is the lost art of our
time for many Catholics. The decisive
thing is that we are entering into the
kingdom of God.

I write this reflection because of an
interesting experience I made working
with teachers and students in preparing for
the monthly Mass at St. Joseph’s School,
Kelowna. More than ever - during my 50
years as a priest - I find children open to
living the Gospel in the family. But they
need help to see what that looks like in
their homes. I made some suggestions,
proposing to the animating classes an
authentic preparation of soul for Mass.

Each teacher and support person
in our school must be seen as placed
there by God. It is in contributing to the
unity of the school that we priests help
to generate the presence of Jesus for all.
“Where two or more are united in my
name, I will be there in their midst” (Matt
18:20). And Jesus among us knows the
path to wisdom, knowledge and grace.
Real study and reflection is more about
bringing “one’s true self into being” than
just filling the brain with things written
in books. Knowledge will be acquired in
various stages all through life.

During Lent this looked like; cleaning
their rooms, seeking alternatives to
shouting at one another, altering the habit
of telling lies to Mom, turning off the TV
when asked, only sending text messages
that enrich the soul of the recipient, saying
yes to tired Dad before we think too much
about what he is asking and stopping
the power play of “this is not fair” and
such as the Holy Spirit can indicate. We
must send messages to Jesus that we are
seriously coming to Mass and that we
want to communicate with him. Each
Reader at the Mass could be counselled
to live something of the Scripture reading
before proclaiming it to the others.
Everything must be done with love for

It was a demanding year for the
Principal, Lynn Fleck, all teachers and
support staff at St. Joseph’s. We saw the
caring for the normal trials of children, the
setting up of a new school, the fulfilling of
class requirements, recreational and sports
organization and the outstanding spring
project Chautauqua. We saw a working
together which moved mountains of
chaos. I honour all who were involved.
How it all works; with drop offs and
pickups, traffic jams, construction
workers, tears, meetings, preparations,
unrealistic expectations, exams and so
on is itself a miracle. I found that the

school Mass slowed us down, connected
us deeply to the infinite longings of our
human hearts, gave us a new appreciation
for one another, a new way of seeing Jesus
each time and ultimately a new hope.
School Mass provided the great drama of
children and prayer joined together.
VI have altered my expectations for
our schools. The Church has been alerted
again to seeing the mystery of each child
as sacred to God. This is a light that is
closed out, in the media, for so many
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children. Psalm 139: “I am astonished at
the wonder of my being” is our greatest
identity in our Catholic Schools. For the
long haul we can best plant seeds of faith
in Christ, care for them, nourish them to
take root and pray that one day they will
bear fruit - like the branch on the vine. Is
not choosing to follow Jesus the greatest
choice of a lifetime and living for him our
best achievement and the best way to the
real thrills of human existence?

FRIEND OF ST FRANCIS RECEIVES AWARD

BEN MILLER of Holy Cross
Thank you to Mr.Campbell,
School in Penticton,BC was awarded
Principal
of Holy Cross School for
First Place in a recently conducted
organizing
the assembly, to Michelle
Franciscan Youth Contest.
Cumberland, Ben’s Teacher for her
Over four hundred entries from inspiration to Ben about St. Francis.
Western Canada with a panel of Judges Thank you to the Secular Franciscans
from Alberta adjudicated the entries of of The Little Flowers of St. Francis
posters, essays, poetry portraying St. Fraternity
(Sandra
Henderson,
Francis of Assisi.
Minister; Lou VonBurg and Maria
Levko) who travelled from Osoyoos
In the age group of 13-18, Ben
and from Kelowna to participate in the
Miller was given First Place honour.
presentation with the Regional ViceBen is a grade 8 Student of Holy Cross
Minister, BC Interior (Linda Adams).
School, highly talented and artistic.
A gracious thank you to the Ben’s
His creative imagination of St. Francis,
Grandparents, Bernice Miller and Randy
drawn in Poster, was acclaimed. In
Bender, who attended the celebrating
Ben’s school, anAssembly was held with
occasion and both grandparents delight
230 class mates “cheering” Ben for his
in their grandson, Ben.
success. Ben was awarded one hundred
dollars,and received a Certificate
CONGRATULATIONS again, Ben
of Recognition from the Franciscan for sharing your God-given talent; your
Regional Office. Ben also was presented artwork shows you are indeed a Friend
with a picture of St. Francis and given of St. Francis.
a St. Francis Book from the Secular
More information about the
Franciscans of Kelowna. All of Ben’s
Secular
Franciscans can be obtained by
classmates received a Bookmark of St.
contacting
Sandra Henderson at1-250Francis with the Prayer, Lord make me
863-5269.
an Instrument of your Peace.

