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Allow Christ’s Wonderful
Light to shine through our lives
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BISHOP’S MESSAGE

Allow Christ’s wonderful light
to shine through our lives

(See 1Peter 2:9)

Dear sisters and brothers,
“Good Teacher, what
must I do to inherit eternal
life?” (Mk 10:17)
These words are taken
from the Gospel reading for
the 28th Sunday of Ordinary
time. As I sit to write to you
today, these words continue
to echo in my heart. Mark
simply
identifies
the
questioner with the words, “a
man ran up and knelt before
him”. Matthew identifies
the same person as a young
man. I think the youthfulness
of the man is a significant
detail. It helps us to see
that “eternal life” means
much more than simply “life
after death”. After all, for a
young man, life after death
is not an urgent and felt
need! His question does not
exclude life after death, but
the young man’s enquiry is
much more ambitious. He
is asking Jesus reveal to
him the secret of how Jesus
relates to people and to the
world around him. The
young man yearns to see and
experience life, to see and
experience people, as Jesus
sees and experiences life, as
Jesus sees and experiences
his neighbour. There is an
“eternal” manner of relating
to life and to neighbour
founded
on enduring
values that build enduring
relationships. The young
man saw this in Jesus and he
asks to share it.
Bishop John Corriveau, OFM Cap.

“Good Teacher, what must

I do to inherit eternal life?”
(Mk 10: 17) This question
echoes in our hearts as week
after week we gather around
the Eucharistic Table to
listen to his Word, to partake
of the mystery of his Body
and Blood. We yearn to
look at the world through his
eyes, love our family and our
neighbours with his heart.
Eucharist is a mode of being
which must pass from Jesus
into the life of each Christian
and, through each Christian,
into the world. St. Peter
tells us that this lies at the
heart of being Church:
“You are a chosen race,
a royal priesthood, a holy
nation, a people of his own,
so that you may announce
the praises of him who
called you out of darkness
into his wonderful light.”
(1Peter 2:9)
We must allow the
“wonderful light” of his
love to shine through our
attitudes, our words, our
actions to bring his warmth
and goodness to the world.
I wish to describe a number
of initiatives across the
Diocese which are aimed at
strengthening this life and
witness.

Junior High School
Youth Program
The Diocesan Office
of Religious Education in
consultation with the youth
ministers of the Diocese is
preparing ...continued on p4
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Behind the scenes of Catholic schools
By Beverly Pulyk,
Superintendent of Schools

are volunteers who support
Catholic Education.

The students are back at
school and the day-to-day
operations are keeping all
those involved in Catholic
schools busy. What does
that look like beyond the
classrooms and the schools
themselves? Who is behind
the scenes and what do they
do? Read on and find out!

The
Ministry
of
Education, through the
Office of the Inspector
of Independent School
(OISB), sets curriculum and
regulations that all schools
are required to follow in order
to receive partial government
funding. At this time of the
year, the Statement of per
Student Operating Cost
(SOPSOC) forms are due to
the Ministry of Education.
These forms indicate our
spending per student for the
previous school year. For
our schools to receive 50%
funding in comparison to
the Public School System,
they must have per student
operating costs below those
of their public counterpart
– and we do.

The Board of Directors
of the Catholic Independent
Schools of the Nelson
Diocese (CISND) meets
regularly as the overseeing
body for all Catholic Schools
of the diocese. With the
Holy Spirit as the source
and foundation of unity
in the church, the mission
of the Board of Directors
is to function as a bond
of unity and collaboration
between
the
Catholic
school communities of the
Nelson Diocese, through
the
development
and
implementation of polices
and procedures, reflective of
Catholic Gospel values. The
Board is a ten-member board
(Bishop, Vicar General,
Vicar of Education, Pastor’s
rep, and one rep from each
school community) and
they direct Local School
Councils to assist them with
certain aspects of school
governance. Local School
Councils meet monthly
to deal with such items as
finance, policy development,
maintenance,
marketing
and public relations. The
Parent Support Groups
(PSG) in each of the schools
supports the staff and
council in a variety of ways.
Whether a board, council or
parent group member, all

The Speech from the
Throne on August 25
announced that BC would
begin implementing full-day
kindergarten in September of
2010. We recently found out

that the implementation will
be in stages over two years,
with about half the schools in
the province implementing
in year one and the other
half in year two. Schools
had to apply by November 8
of this year to be considered
for year one implementation.
A number of our schools
have applied for year one
implementation.
Dr.
Hasselback
and
Rhonda Tomaszewski, from
Interior Health, meet
with the Superintendent of
Schools annually each fall
to provide details about
health issues and programs
affecting schools for the
upcoming year.
Interior
Health and the Ministry
of Education continue to
be pro-active in updating
school administrators about
the H1N1 virus. In addition,
school superintendents from
the area are involved in once
a month conference calls with
Dr. Andrew Larder (senior
medical officer for Interior

Health) who is providing
up-to-date information on
the H1N1 virus. After each
conference call, the new
information is forwarded to
our school principals.
The
Federation
of
Independent
Schools
(FISA) is a non-profit
society who is the voice
for independent schools in
British Columbia.
They
lobby the government on our
behalf by acting as a liaison
between the schools and
the government, and other
educational
institutions.
The FISA is dedicated
to assisting independent
schools in maintaining their
independence while seeking
fair treatment for them in
legislative and financial
terms.
The
Catholic
Independent
School
Committee
of
BC
(CISCBC), which includes
the superintendents and
one rep from each diocese,
meets twice yearly to

discuss and address issues
affecting Catholic schools
in the province.
This
committee meets with the
five Bishops each fall. It
is from this committee that
three reps are chosen to sit
on the FISA board and one
of the members is chosen to
attend the Canadian Catholic
School Trustees Association
(CCSTA) meetings on our
behalf.
The above is not intended
to be all-inclusive but it
provides information on
a good number of people
involved behind the scenes
in Catholic Education. One
can easily see that besides the
dedicated staff and pastors
in our schools, there are many
others who are instrumental
to the successful operation
of the Catholic schools in
the diocese. At this time,
many thanks is extended
to all those involved in
Catholic schools - you make
a difference at the scene and
behind the scene!

Cranbrook Knights celebrate
25 years with outdoor party.
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from page 2... a new program
for the ongoing religious
formation of our youth of
Junior High School age
(grades 8 -9). Besides a
catechetical
component,
the program will include
both a social and a service
dimension
to gradually
introduce
these
newly
Confirmed members of our
community into the broader
meaning of being Church.
We hope to inaugurate our
new program in the summer
of 2010.
In order to promote the
religious formation of all of
our children and youth, the
Diocesan Office of Religious
Education is introducing a
new “Catechetical Formation
and Certification” program
for the training of catechists
and youth workers.

Called By Name
To mark the Year of
the Priest, our parish
communities will be asked
to participate in a monthlong reflection on the call
to vocation in the Church.
Every Christian is “Called
By Name” to live her/his
baptismal commitment in
the world under the guidance
of the Holy Spirit. “Called
By Name” will help us to
recognize the importance
of every gift within the
community
expressed
in works of justice, the
formation of youth, care for
the poor and the sick and
the ministries of building
the unity of our Christian
community. In a special
way, “Called By Name”
will focus on the call to
priesthood and religious life
within the Church.

Christian Marriage
for Dummies
“Christian Marriage for
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Dummies” will celebrate
Christian marriage and
family life. To foster deeper
appreciation of Catholic
family life, the Diocese will
host a weekend workshop on
Friday evening and Saturday
November 27 - 28, 2009 at
St. Charles Garnier Parish
in Kelowna. Mr. Louis
Marsura will direct the
workshop. Louis has thirty
years experience working
for Catholic Family Services
in Toronto. He has made a
special study of the teachings
Pope John Paul II on Christian
marriage. He will bring the
richness of this tradition to
our Diocese. The workshop
is open to all – newly weds
as well as those with long
experience
of
married
life. It is an opportunity
to form fellowship and
friendship with like-minded
couples concerned about
the deepening of their
marital commitment and the
celebration of family. We
will introduce our theme on
Friday evening, followed by
“Date Night”, a wine and
cheese social. The weekend
will offer insight into the
teachings of Pope John
Paul II,
opportunity for
private discussion time for
individual couples, group
discussion of our Christian
vision of family life and time
for reflection and prayer. We
hope to repeat this event in
the other deaneries of the
Diocese.

Evangelization
When Jesus explained his
manner of relating to life to
the rich young man in the
gospel, St. Mark tells us that
“he was shocked and went
away grieving.” (Mk 10: 22)
The scriptures do not tell us
what became of the young
man.
However, he was

young and I like to believe
that he eventually found the
courage to embrace fully his
faith in Jesus Christ. Jesus
never closes the door. Like
Jesus, we must continually
reach out to those who no
longer participate in the life
of the Church. We must also
welcome all men and women
of good will who long for the
experience of God in their
lives. After Easter 2010, the
“North American Forum on
the Catechumenate” will
conduct a conference for the
priests of the Diocese. The
same group will return in the
autumn of 2010 to conduct a
similar workshop for parish
volunteers. It is hoped
that these conferences will
help our Diocesan Church
to develop a vision and a
program which will enable
us to reach out and bring the
message of the gospel of love
to our wider community.

of the people of St. Charles
Garnier Parish. The Building
Committee is finalizing
plans for the new Diocesan
Offices to be built at the
same Benvoulin Rd. location
between St. Charles Garnier
Church and the Pandosy
Mission. I will write you
another letter at the beginning
of the new year with details
about this construction.
I wish to report that
Bishop Cooney has settled
happily in his condominium
in Kelowna. We are greatly
blessed by the continued
presence of Bishop Cooney
in our midst. He keeps very
active assisting in various
parishes throughout the
Diocese. Since many of you
enquire about our retired
Bishop, it is a pleasure to
give you his new address
and telephone number:

Conclusion
The chief concerns which
you expressed at the town
hall meetings held during
my visits to your parishes at
the beginning of this year
were three-fold: the religious
formation of our youth,
support for family life and
the need to reach out to those
alienated from the Church.
This has been invaluable in
formulating the programs
and initiatives listed above.
It is my intention to repeat
these visits early in 2011 and
to meet you once again at
town hall meetings. I pray
that our parish communities
will continue to grow in unity
and love and that the Holy
Spirit will enrich your faith
and strengthen your witness
to the gospel of Jesus.
Fraternally in Christ,
John Corriveau, OFMCap.
Bishop of Nelson

Most Rev. Eugene Cooney
Bishop - Emeritus of Nelson
Diocesan Offices
118 - 1045 Sutherland Ave.
As I indicated during my Kelowna, BC V1Y 5Y1
visits to your parishes at the Telephone: 1-778-478-1966
beginning of this year, the
Administrative Offices of
the Diocese will move to
Kelowna. Much has been
done in preparation. The
Bishop’s Residence in Nelson
has been transferred from
the present Chancery Office
to the Cathedral Residence.
I am now residing with
Fr. Jim Ratcliffe and our
seminarian, Gerald Sekanga,
in the Cathedral Residence.
Meanwhile, a Bishop’s
Residence has been prepared
in Kelowna on the Benvoulin
Rd. location behind St.
Charles Garnier Church. The
small house has been totally
renovated, a garage has been
built and the laneway paved.
Dakota Joseph holding Colin Fletcher along
All has been accomplished
with, Rose Fletcher and & Dezirea Joseph at
with minimal cost due to the
Baptism for Colin Fletcher, September 26,2009
generous volunteer services

Baptism for
Colin Fletcher
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St. Pius X Parish is 50 Years Old
By Doug Greenwood

KELOWNA – It was 50
years ago that Immaculate
Conception Parish in
Kelowna was deemed too
small to serve the entire
Catholic Population of
Kelowna. A new parish
was born, named after
St. Pius X, who had been
canonized seven years
earlier, and of whom
many parishioners would
still have fond memories.
The new parish was
completed in November
and officially dedicated in
December, 1959.
On August 21, the
feast of St. Pius X, the
parishioners of St. Pius X
Parish gathered to celebrate
the 50th anniversary at a
parish banquet. A group
of parishioners stepped

forward to take charge of
the event as an “in house”
function to be catered and
hosted by the people of
the parish.
In order to make
sure there was room for
everyone a large tent
was reserved. As the
event drew nearer and the
deadline for ticket sales
elapsed, the tent was not
needed. All 250 people
could be accommodated
in our spacious hall.
Together with many
of our local priests, two
former pastors, our two
bishops and the mayor
herself, the evening was
spent in the wonderful
company of friends. The
program was brief. After
brief words from the
Bishop and our Pastor, in

addition to the opening
Grace, the people were told
that it was their evening.
Their conversations would
not be interrupted and they
could socialize as long or
as briefly as they wanted.
Many people took the
opportunity to move from
table to table and to renew
their friendships.
On Saturday afternoon
we hosted an open house.
The hall was filled with
various
displays
of
pictures,
information
tables and snacks. There
was a children’s activity
station outside. Those who
came had an opportunity
to reflect back on our
50 years and share their
memories with others.
The weekend culminated with our special

Anniversary Mass on
Sunday morning at 10
a.m. For a distinct few the
change of Mass schedule
from the regular 9 a.m. and
11 a.m. to 10 a.m. came as a
bit of surprise. But it gave
everyone the opportunity
to come together and
fill the church and truly
thank God for 50 years
of grace-filled ministry
and shared parish life.
While both bishops were
present, Bishop Eugene
was given the honours of
presiding and preaching.
His thoughtful words on
the theme of remembering
in Christian tradition were
well received and many
people commented on his
words during the reception
that followed.

Sister
Mary Ellen
McDonald,
R.I.P.
By Patricia Dickinson, ssa

Sister
Mary
Ellen
McDonald, SSA, who
taught commerce at Notre
Dame University in Nelson
from 1964 to 1976, died on
July 18, 2009.
Sister Mary Ellen had
a great capacity for deep,
lasting friendships. People
were important to her and
many of her students and
colleagues became lifelong friends. Her many
nieces and nephews also
had a special place in her
heart, and she kept in touch
with them and delighted
in their visits. She had a
special love for and interest
in the younger generations.
Great and selfless love
for one’s Congregation
becomes very obvious
during eighty-two years
of Religious Life. Mary
Ellen admitted that some
aspects of Community
Life were difficult for her,
but her great faith, spirit
of prayer and her very real
love for the Sisters of Saint
Ann supported her always.
Devotion to the Sacred
Heart, which she first
learned as a child in her
home, and later reflection
on the life of Blessed
Marie Anne Blondin, our
Foundress, became the
bulwarks of her life.
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EDITORIAL

Respond Faithfully
to Christ’s Love

Forget the fuss
With Christmas all over malls and icy yards
holding props and tokens of light and warmth, one
should realize that life in other parts of the world
is mired in flood, wars, and the continuing control
of women as depicted by the documentary, “The
Afghan Star”.

“The word became flesh”.
John, the evangelist,
succinctly
stated
the
mystery of the Incarnation
with words that relate
God’s affirmation of our
human nature.

So what if an American senator got a superfluous
funeral from the American church? Our part
of the church has been busy pacifying “the-boywho-cried-wolf” whines of LifeSitenews and other
self-righteous sites.
Who cares if the Senators in the country’s capital
get a funeral or not, when many Canadians suffer
the perennial pain of not seeing a Canadian team
win the Stanley Cup? One can only pray the NHL
would ban the fights that distract the beauty of the
game, and the rants of commentators who think
every play on ice must be explained, outlined and
defined.
Rejoice. Christmas is here. Be glad. Be thankful
for the gift of life. Despite the hype levied on its
mistakes by its livid detractors, Development
and Peace remains our most effective catholic
organization for life.
Reminder: WHEN TRAVELLING ABROAD,
LEAVE YOUR LAPTOPS AT HOME.

Although our human
nature was wounded by
sin, and continues to be
weakened by our refusal to
love and make good use of
our freedom, God, in Jesus
Christ, finds our human
nature to be good and

beautiful with wholesome
potential.
When God communicated
the fullness of love, Jesus
Christ embraced and took
upon himself our human
nature–to save, absolve and
renew it by his unselfish
revelation of God’s love
for all.
This love is the subject
of Pope Benedict XVI’s
Encyclical “Caritas in
Veritate” which “addresses
social themes vital to the

well-being of humanity and
reminds us that authentic
renewal of both individuals
and society requires living
by Christ’s truth in love (cf
Eph. 4:15) which stands at
the heart of the Church’s
social teaching”.
This Christmas, let
us find time to read this
encyclical, ponder and
pray over it and respond
faithfully to the love of
Christ.

Fr. Peter Tompkins celebrates
25th anniversary
KELOWNA – Diocesan Chancellor for Temporal Matters and Pastor of Immaculate
Conception Parish, Rev. Peter Tompkins, celebrated his 25th sacerdotal anniversary last
August 30, 2009 with 400 parishioners and friends.
Fr. Peter, who was ordained June 1, 1994, enjoyed the barbecue in his honor after the
thanksgiving mass at Immaculate Conception Church.

– CB
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Fernie
CWL
was
first
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By Mary Giuliano

FERNIE - Holy Family
Parish’s Catholic Women’s
League was the first
chartered CWL group in
BC and ninth in Canada. It
began on January 11, 1920
as the Catholic Women’s
Club” but by November 4
of the same year officially
becoming the Catholic
Women’s League.
Fernie was under the
archdiocese of Vancouver
until 1936 when the Diocese
of Nelson came into being.
Church construction here
began in fall of 1896 but
it was so cold that winter
building had to stop.
Parishioners of the time
came from a wide diversity
of countries and were so
generous with time and
labour that Father Welch
dedicated the new church
“Holy Family” in their
honour. That church burnt
down in 1908, volunteers
built the present building
during the lengthy mine
strike of 1911. A 1920 report
from the league states that
Mrs. Herchmer was the first
president and 12 meetings
were held with average

attendance of 18. Meetings
were held in members’
homes. By the fifties
meetings were held in the
church hall. Membership
was high, included was
Catherine Knight George
who joined in 1939 and is
still a member.
Current CWL president
Betty Schianni says that,
“Cathy is a most gracious
and lovely woman, I always
remember her pouring tea
at the head table, she was
such a lady, so genteel,
and so beautiful, not only
in the way she looked but
also in the way she treated
everyone, she was good to
everybody”. Three years
ago Catherine donated a
small statue to the league
that had been given to her by
the League’s first secretary
Mrs. Klaeur. Catherine
attended meetings and
was active until she and
Nick moved into Rocky
Mountain Village.
She
celebrated her 96th birthday
this past March. Betty and
members of CWL want to
congratulate Catherine on
being a member for 70 years.
Congratulations Cathy, you
are truly exceptional.

Cathy George, 70 Years CWL Member
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Parishioners gather for blessing
of animals

KELOWNA - St. Charles
Garnier Parish, we celebrated
the Feast of St. Francis of
Assisi with a Blessing of the
Animals. The Lord graced us
with a glorious sunny day for
our small outdoor gathering.
As Richard and Marion
Burke got busy in the
kitchen making spiced apple
juice (local of course!) and
setting up the refreshments
(all made from scratch), my
husband lined the walkway
with chairs for the outdoor
service. I struggled with
the corn plants and the
wind. But, the Lord sent
me an angel called Wanda.
Together, we got the corn
plants to stand just right.
It was good. Everything
...continued on facing page.
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St. Edwards
C.W.L.
celebrates

was finally ready.
At 2 pm people started
arriving with their pets.
Tony Serka, our very own
tenor opened the service
with the hymn “For the
Beauty of the Earth”.
Adam Ritz, dressed as St.
Francis for the day, read

from the book of Genesis
1:24-30. A reading from
Psalm 104 was followed by
“The Canticle of the Sun”
(All Creatures of Our God
and King).
Fr. Wayne proceeded
with a beautiful and simple
blessing of the animals and

9

LAKE COUNTRY – St. Edward’s C.W.L. celebrated its 50th Anniversary in June 2009.
Six of the founding members were present and many associates who had moved away
returned to celebrate with us.
Fr. Cesar Macariola concelebrated a beautiful Mass with three venerable priests that had
been part of our history.
A short program with a pertinent song and lunch completed the party. Photo albums and
memorabilia were there to reminisce the many years of blessing.

all “human folk”.
The
“Prayer of St. Francis”
closed our service.
Afterwards, everyone was
invited for refreshments.
God’s blessings upon the
Ritz family for all their
hard work and for donating
the delicious Aurora and

Ambrosia apples. These were
real treats for everybody,
especially
for Surprise
– Chessa’s pony who could
only have one apple, but
thoroughly enjoyed it. All
the animals, 15 dogs, 4 cats
and 1 pony behaved very
well. Their owners were

very nice too. Food
samples and toys for
our furry friends were
kindly donated by a
locally owned small
pet store. Attendants
brought donations for
the SPCA.
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Filipino priests of Nelson unwind in Osoyoos
By Brigoly Geromo

OSOYOOS – Seven
Filipino priests and three
seminarians of Nelson
Diocese, headed by Fr.
Conrado Beloso, got together
last August 30 & 31 in

Osoyoos. This is the second
time the Filipino priests
got together to affirm their
ministry in Nelson Diocese.
The Holy Father, Pope
Benedict XVI, has declared
2009 as ‘Year for Priests.’This

highlights the importance
of promoting support and
prayer for the clergy who
live the celibate life and their
faithfulness to their calling.
The Osoyoos occasion
gave the priest chance to

share their experiences
in the parish, challenges
and difficulties as pastors.
Besides the delicious food,
also laughter and worthwhile
conversations, they did
some karaoke singing. They

went boating in the beautiful
Osoyoos Lake. They gave
heartfelt thanks to Fr.
Rex Velmonte and parish
volunteers for their great and
warm hospitality.

Front: (l-r) Fr. Cesar Macariola, Fr. Ferdinand Nalitan, Sem. Brigoly Geromo
Back: (l-r) Sem. Neil Lustado, Fr. Conrado Beloso, Fr. Leandro Murillo,
Fr. Cecil Nunez, Fr. Rex M. Velmonte, and Fr. Ronnie Tagnines
(missing: Fr. Francis de la Cruz and Sem. Cerlouie Jimenez)
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Immaculata
School
year off
to a
great start
We are off to another
tremendous
start
at
Immaculata this year with
our teaching staff in place
and a 9 % increase in student
population. The first week I
am sure was a bit of a shock to
the students’systems...getting
up early every morning... but
it was soon back to normal.
We started the year with a
family barbeque which was
well attended by new parents
and their families. It was an
excellent opportunity to meet
the teachers and people new
to our school.

new student council has also
focused in on the annual
School 20 Hour Fast as their
major fundraiser to support
the local St. Vincent de Paul
Societies. The 10th annual
Mexico Mission will travel
to Cuahutemoc, Chihuahua
once again to build 2 houses
for poor families from St.
Martin’s Parish.

By Leona Bozek

The Virgin Mary’s
House in Ephesus was
on of the treasures
I discovered on our
Mediterranean Cruise.
My daughter and I took a
tour bus up a windy road
to the top of “Bulbul”
mountain. There, hidden
in the trees was a small
stone building that looked
more like a little church
than a house. Walking
through the small arched
door, a fireplace greeted
us on the left. Above the
grate was a blackened
statue of Mary. It was
about a meter high and
I noticed where the
sleeves ended there were
no hands! I asked the
tour guide about this and
she replied “That is just
the way it was found.”
Having lost the use of
my left arm when I had
polio just after my first
birthday, I was awed by
the handless figure. I felt
I was standing on holy
ground.

Another highlight thus far
in the new school year has
been the baptism of Sascha
Joseph Richard, son of our
English and drama teacher
Grant Richard, during our
The Student Council did Thanksgiving Mass. It was
a great job organizing and embraced by the students
hosting the Terry Fox Run and provided a unique
in September.
Everyone opportunity for the students
got there and back in a safe to renew their baptismal
manner, we had excellent promises.
weather and a delicious
Thank you to all who have supported our
hamburger when we got back!
A great way to celebrate
school either financially or through their
a very worthy cause! The
prayers. Have a great Christmas season!
Father Wayne Pfliger baptizing
Sascha Richard with proud parents
and God parents
looking on.

K of C State Deputy
Michael Yeo, middle,
visits Elk Valley during
their parishes picnic.

11

I visited the
house of the
Virgin Mary
The hills where Mary’s
House was built are 450
meters above sea-level. I
walked down again about
a hundred meters over a
slope, until I arrived at a
peaceful place, where there
are some inhabitants, and
buildings that created an
air of holiness. Walking to
the left and passing through
some olive trees, I saw a
large statue of Mary on the
wall under the trees, which
welcomed me with upraised
arms. “Elles M’ont Etarlie
leuh Gardiene” 1867 –
“They have made me their
guardian,” is the inscription
at it’s base. The Statue of
Mary in the Olive Grove
can also be reached by foot

from the shore.
The fountain of Mary’s
Water runs through the
center of a thick stone
wall. Arched openings
in the wall give access to
drinking taps for pilgrims.
The dense forest on the
surrounding hill seems to
provide protection for this
sacred place. Mary lived
her last days drinking
water from this stream.
Many miracles have
been reported by visitors;
people with incurable
cancer, cripples brought
in on stretchers, and
children with disabled
bones from birth have
been cured.
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Roman Catholic
Diocese Of Nelson
Statement of Revenue and Income for
year ended December 31, 2008 (see Note 1)
Notes to Financial Statement of Revenue and Expenditures
Note 1: The Statement of Revenue and Expenditures of the Roman Catholic
Diocese of Nelson does not include the revenue and expenditures of individual
parishes or individual Diocesan Institutions. The Statement includes only those
revenues and expenditures pertaining to the Diocesan administration.
Note 2: “Cathedraticum” is a Diocesan tax levied on the ordinary revenue
of parishes for the needs of Diocesan services. It is presently set at 15%.
Note 3:
Ordered Collections:
Development and Peace
Philippines
Peru
Burma
China
Papal Charities
Needs of the Canadian Church
Evangelization
Holy Land
Mother Teresa
Vatican Appeal
Eucharistic Congress
Total

$151,652
170
30
50,202
502
202,556
28,727
33,633
28,089
35,884
3,100
23,284
19,057
171,774
374,330

Please note that “Ordered Collections – Received” are
balanced against “Ordered Collections – Disbursed.
Note 4: These are monies by which individual parishes exceeded their Parish
Pilgrimage of Faith goal. These monies are returned to the respective parishes.
Note 5: Assistance to parishes for approved capital development
expenses. This is set at 10% of the actual expenditure.
Note 6:
Diocesan Pastoral Ministries Expenses:
Senate and Council
Religious Education
Seton House of Prayer
Marywood House of Prayer
Youth ministry
Native ministry
Total:

7,781
82,494
64,523
11,900
29,758
37,987
234,443

REVENUE

2008

Cathedraticum (See Note 2)
$ 608,978
Royalties
26,336
Interest
85,931
Gifts and bequests
100,919
Seton House Grant, Catholic Missions Canada
20,000
Marywood Grant, Catholic Missions Canada
25,000
Native Ministry Grant, Catholic Missions Canada
15,000
Native Ministry Donation, New England Company 10,000
Net Rental Income
3,626
Pilgrimage of Faith receipts
870,822
Fees – Marriage Tribunal
10,775
Mass stipend donations
10,222
1,787,609
Ordered collections – received (See Note 3)
374,330
TOTAL REVENUE (Carried Forward)
2,161,939

Total Revenue (Brought Forward)
EXPENDITURES
Pilgrimage of Faith
– Disbursement to Parishes (See Note 4)
– Catholic Public Schools subsidy
– Sundry disbursements
– Fundraising costs
Administrative
– Salaries
– Maintenance of Chancery and residence
– Bishop’s Ordination
– Travel
– Office supplies and expenses
– Communications
– Bishop’s library
– Legal fees
– Archives
Diocesan Pastoral Services
– Marriage Tribunal
– Scholarships awarded
– Clergy Pension Supplement
– Sabbaticals
– Seminarian aid
– Assistance to parishes (See Note 5)
– Sundry donations
– Diocesan Pastoral Ministries (See Note 6)
– Mass stipends
– Diocesan Newspaper

Interest paid to parishes
Ordered collections – disbursed
TOTAL EXPENDITURES
EXCESS OF REVENUE OVER EXPENDITURES

2008
$ 2,161,939

400,646
57,919
56,835
37,052
552,452
185,751
49,604
42,161
33,384
66,051
6,367
521
2,597
17,350
403,786
48,826
29,843
127,381
20,130
131,691
86,792
40,965
234,443
5,770
30,344
756,185
1,712,423
34,325
374,330
408,655
2,121,078
$ 40,861

December 2009

Catholic Mountain Star

Save Creation Day 2009

13

14

Catholic Mountain Star

Save Creation Day 2009

December 2009

December 2009

Catholic Mountain Star

Sacred Heart Parish fetes
two parishioners

By Faith Matthews

KIMBERLEY – On June
19, the parish of Sacred Heart,
Kimberley, celebrated their
patron saint’s feast day with
a mass and two very special
presentations to two members
of the parish.
Carol Uhll received a
Certificate of Appreciation for
her over forty years of service
to the music ministry. She has
faithfully followed the Vatican
guidelines and teachings, and
has kept up with the changes
that have been made in the
music and liturgy. Carol has
generously volunteered her
time to church committees and
is always available for special
occasions in the church.
The second recipient of the
Certificate of Appreciation
was Cecil Morissette, a man
of many talents. Presently
he is serving on the Parish
Council, not for the first time,
and has been Chairman at
least once. He is also on the
Finance Committee and is
responsible for the Pilgrimage
of Faith Appeal. He is a Fourth
Degree Knight of Columbus
and is the current treasurer
of this council. He is also a
reader and a minister of Holy
Communion.
The parish benefits from
his handyman talents also. In
recent months he planned the
construction of the church hall
steps, put plastic sheeting on
the windows of the rectory
entrance corridor and repaired
a broken window in the
basement meeting room. His
artistry is seen by all who
travel past the church and to
those attending church services
in the form of the beautifully
hand crafted wooden church
sign at the entrance of Sacred
Heart.

Our Lady of Lourdes – Catechism
All students
participated in
our 2nd annual
Living Rosary.
This was a
wonderful candle
light event for all
students, families
and parishioners.
All students
received candles
and rosaries,
and prayed
the Luminous
Mysteries
together. Well
done!!
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Catholic Youth Ministry

Our Lady of Lourdes
Parish “Came Alive” this
past August when they
hosted their second annual
Vacation Bible School
from Cat.Chat: Marvelous
Mystery, The Mass Comes
Alive. There were 71
youth registered between
the ages of 4-12 yrs.

Prayer leads to action
for justice
By Barry Nelson,
Chairperson Nelson
Diocesan D & P Committee.

The 18th Annual Social
Justice Retreat sponsored
by Development & Peace
in the Diocese was held
May 29 to 31 at Selkirk
College in Castlegar,
BC. Over the weekend
23 people from across
the Diocese participated.
The Retreat Director was
Sr. Elizabeth Kelliher
a Franciscan Sister of
the Atonement
from

Vancouver.
She spoke of our
connectedness
with
Mother Earth and how
the way we live affects
everything. She presented
a wonderful video showing
how various religions are
working to support various
environmental actions.
In our personal prayer
life she recommended
at least 20 minutes of
listening to what God has
to say to us. We also did a
skit, using the Our Father
and how God in this prayer

wants to also speak to us,
if only we will be silent
and listen.
In our evaluations
following the retreat,
participants commented
how Sister Elizabeth
presented such a wonderful
role model with her life of
service to the poor. Her
spirituality and wisdom
came through loud and
clear. She stressed the
call of the Lord and the
church to the work of
Development & Peace.
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Marywood
plants tree
in gratitude
Denise Bérubé CND and Nina Glinski CND

An Open House on Sunday September 13th began our
Fall season at Marywood. We welcomed people to the
sounds of music and conversation among friends, both
old and new. As they arrived, each person was handed
a peace of coloured paper on which they were asked to
write their name and a blessing they desired from God.
We then gathered together near our cross and prayed in
thanksgiving for all of God’s creation in this beautiful spot
in the Kootenays, and for all the graces bestowed through
the years. A red maple tree was planted in gratitude for
the many people who support our ministry from near
and far. We included among those all of you who have
supported us through the years and who continue to do so
to this day. Those in attendance hung their “blessings” on
a line near the tree, reminding us to this day of the many
blessings offered and received.
As a group of men planted our tree, we all sang
“Awesome God” by Father Chris Skinner. The words
spoke to our hearts and experience:

“Look to the mountains,
Look to the sea,
Look in the eyes
of a tiny baby.
Watch the sun rising
Watch it go down
Glimmering stars in
The sky all around.
Awesome God......
Yes, our “awesome God” is within us,
among us and all around us.
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Meet-the-teacher night
Isabella Savage (Christ the Servant parish in Cranbrook) and future Catholic schools
student, plays patiently with her toy in the school while she waits for her parents as
they attend meet-the-teacher night.
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200
Attend
Youth
Rally
2009

December 2009
TRAIL - The 2009 Youth Rally
“Above All”, was held in Trail on
October 16-17. Focused on Christ
being above all else, the rally boasted
about 200 people with 150 of them,
our Diocesan Youth. Our MC’s were
Tony Moura and Joe Jacyna from
Penticton.

Catholic Mountain Star
that had everything but what he really
wanted was eternal life. Jesus told
this man to give up all his worldly
goods and follow him. Bishop John
explained to them how this story
related to them in their own lives.
The youth love to hear our Bishop
speak and were honoured to be in his
presence that day.

Our guest speakers were Mark
and Tammy Evevard. Mark and
Tammy are a husband and wife team
that preach the good news of Jesus
to teens across the United States
and Canada. They are amazing and
inspiring and the youth react to them
in an awesome way. One girl at the
rally remarked that Mark was her
hero. He presents God to them in
terms they get. He and Tammy don’t
talk down to the kids, they talk to
them on their level.

One of the most interesting things
that we observed over the weekend
was that everywhere you went you
saw happy kids. They were smiling
and having a good time and no one
seemed to be left out of the group.
We heard a lot of kids say how they
didn’t feel like they fit in at their
schools or in their communities but
here at the rally, they felt like they
where amongst old friends.

Bishop John came and spent time
with the Youth on Saturday morning.
He talked to them about the rich man

We had so many wonderful priests
and seminarians join us throughout
the weekend and we were blessed to

have 3 priests for mass on Saturday
evening. Thank you Fr. John, Fr.
Harry and Fr. Gabriel. Our mass
was a wonderful celebration of
love for Jesus Christ. We involved
each parish in the West Kootenay
Deanery in our mass from reading,
greeting, bearing the gifts, and
ushering. We were also thankful to
have the amazing music ministry
from Penticton who helped us rock
out our theme song at the end of the
mass. Our Lady’s Church was at full
capacity on Saturday night and it was
full of vibrant, youthful energy.
Saturday night ended by a talk
from our guest speaker Mark and a
testimonial from Joe Jacyna followed
by Adoration in the church. We had
two priests hear confessions up to
11:30 that night. What an amazing
testimonial to a wonderful weekend.
Lastly we would like to talk about

19

our volunteers and the response from
our communities. This area of ours
held out their hearts and their hands
to our youth and gave of themselves
for our young people. We would
like to thank the parishioners,
CWL, Knights of Columbus and
parishes of Sacred Heart—Rossland,
St.Anthony/Francis—Trail, OLPHTrail, St. Rita’s—Fruitvale and
Sacred Heart –Salmo for their help
preparing for our rally, working at
the rally, cleaning up and all of the
food prepared. We would also like to
thank St. Michael’s school for their
generosity in letting us use their
beautiful facility for our rally.
We hope to see everyone in
Westbank next year!!
By Johanna Greenwood and
Marianne Hubbard
Youth Rally Coordinators
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Our Pilgrimage of Faith Report to Mountain Star
We are happy to report, once again,
that we have had a very successful
Pilgrimage of Faith Appeal with
almost 3,000 participants from our
diocese and parishes. Of our 42
communities, all but 7 exceeded their
goal and received a tax free refund for
Parish use. Once again each item on
the diocesan goal received over 99%
of their designated amount.

Bishop John has asked that a
committee be formed to help manage
the Appeal. This committee will consist
of myself, Fr. Rex Velmonte and one lay
person from each of the four Deaneries.
This committee was formed too late to
participate in the organization of this
year’s Appeal. However, we will meet
this Fall and begin to plan for next
year’s Appeal.

This is the final year of the present
parish goals, and they will be adjusted
for the 2010 Appeal. The goals are set
for a three year period. The formula
for calculating the goals is to total
the Cathedraticum for the three years,
calculate each parish’s percent of
the total, and then apply that percent
to the $500,000.00 Diocesan goal.
The provision exists that limits all

adjustment, up or down, to $2,000.00,
and amounts are rounded off to the
nearest $500.00.
We encourage all members of our
parish and diocesan communities to
participate in this program which is
vital to our continued growth.
Fr.Wayne Pfliger Director

Our Pilgrimage of Faith
2008 Parish Totals
Parish Name
* * Deanery 1
101 I.C.C., Kelowna
102 St Theresa’s Parish, Kelowna
103 St Pius X Parish, Kelowna
104 Holy Spirit Parish, Kelowna
105 St Charles Garnier Parish, Kelowna
106 Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, Westbank
107 St Francis of Assisi Parish, Revelstoke
108 St Edward’s Parish, Winfield
* * Subtotal * *
* * Deanery 2
202 St Anne’s Parish, Osoyoos
203 Christ The King Parish, Oliver
204 Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, Keremeos
205 St Ann’s Parish, Penticton
206 St John Vianney Parish, Penticton
207 Holy Child Parish, Summerland
208 Our Lady of Lourdes Mission, OK Falls
209 St Peter’s Parish, Princeton
* * Subtotal * *
* * Deanery 3
301 Cathedral Mary Immaculate, Nelson
302 Our Lady of Lourdes, Nakusp
303 Sacred Heart Parish, Kaslo
304 Salmo Missions, Salmo
305 St Francis/St Anthony Parish, Trail
306 Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Trail
307 St Rita’s Parish, Castlegar
308 Sacred Heart Parish, Rossland
309 St Rita’s Parish, Fruitvale
310 Sacred Heart Parish, Grand Forks
311 Sacred Heart, Procter
312 St Anthony’s Mission, New Denver
313 St. John The Baptist Mission, Fauquier
314 Sacred Heart Mission, Greenwood
* * Subtotal * *

2009/09/30
Goal

Pledged

Received

Gifts

Rebate

Rebate Paid

$43,500
$21,000
$29,500
$13,500
$31,500
$25,500
$13,500
$16,500
$194,500

$189,460
$22,095
$40,667
$13,525
$79,800
$46,958
$15,340
$57,415
$465,260

$189,460.00
$22,095.00
$40,567.48
$13,424.53
$79,775.48
$46,808.00
$15,340.00
$57,415.00
$464,885.49

278
107
140
47
216
197
63
59
1107

$145,960.00
$1,095.00
$11,067.48
$0.00
$48,275.48
$21,308.00
$1,840.00
$40,915.00
$270,460.96

$145,960
$1,095
$11,067
$48,275
$21,308
$1,840
$40,915
$270,460.00

$18,500
$18,000
$3,000
$29,500
$12,000
$15,500
$2,000
$4,500
$103,000

$38,090
$39,730
$4,835
$37,755
$20,645
$15,530
$2,200
$6,165
$164,950

$38,055.00
$39,730.00
$4,835.00
$37,575.00
$20,645.00
$15,530.00
$2,200.00
$6,165.00
$164,735.00

203
102
28
190
69
78
15
31
716

$19,555.00
$21,730.00
$1,835.00
$8,075.00
$8,645.00
$30.00
$200.00
$1,665.00
$61,735.00

$19,555
$21,730
$1,835
$8,075
$8,645
$30
$200
$1,665
$61,735.00

$17,000
$4,000
$2,000
$500
$11,500
$18,000
$14,000
$9,000
$5,000
$9,000
$500
$500
$500
$1,500
$93,000

$34,498
$6,150
$2,000
$990
$11,400
$23,298
$22,989
$15,695
$6,030
$14,881
$825
$1,475
$600
$1,500
$142,332

$34,483.00
$6,070.00
$2,000.00
$990.00
$11,400.00
$23,298.00
$22,869.30
$15,695.00
$6,030.00
$14,083.60
$825.00
$1,475.00
$600.00
$1,500.00
$141,318.90

101
15
6
10
67
112
101
43
41
49
6
7
5
7
570

$17,483.00
$2,070.00
$0.00
$490.00
$0.00
$5,298.00
$8,869.30
$6,695.00
$1,030.00
$5,083.60
$325.00
$975.00
$100.00
$0.00
$48,418.90

$17,483
$2,070
$490
$5,298
$8,869
$6,695
$1,030
$5,083
$325
$975
$100
$48,418.00
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2009/09/30

2008 Parish Totals
Parish Name
* * Deanery 4
401 St Mary’s Parish, Cranbrook
402 Christ The Servant Parish, Cranbrook
403 Sacred Heart Parish, Kimberley
404 St Michael’s Parish, Sparwood

Goal

Pledged

Received

Gifts

Rebate

Rebate Paid

$14,500
$19,500
$9,000
$9,000

$15,775
$19,700
$12,470
$12,713

$15,775.00
$19,700.00
$12,470.00
$12,713.08

102
62
44
50

$1,275.00
$200.00
$3,470.00
$3,713.08

$1,275
$200
$3,470
$3,713

405 St Bernard Mission, Elkford
406 Sacred Heart Parish, Golden
407 Canadian Martyrs Parish, Invermere
408 Holy Family Parish, Fernie
409 St Joseph Mission, Jaffray
410 Holy Cross Parish, Creston
411 S1. Anthony, Canal Flats, Canal Flats
412 Most Holy Redeemer, Riondel
* * Subtotal * *
* * Total * *

$4,000
$8,000
$13,000
$15,000
$1,000
$15,000
$500
$1,000
$109,500
$500,000

$4,000
$8,475
$18,810
$2,905
$1,375
$19,440
$850
$1,115
$117,628
$890,170

$4,000.00
$8,475.00
$18,809.99
$2,905.00
$1,375.00
$19,440.00
$850.00
$1,115.00
$117,628.07
$888,567.46

17
23
38
26
7
62
7
7
445
2838

$0.00
$475.00
$5,809.99
$0.00
$375.00
$4,440.00
$350.00
$115.00
$20,223.07
$400,837.93

The Year of
the Priest
By Elizabeth Borhi
Parishioner
Our Lady of Lourdes Mission
Parish, Okanagan Falls

When I heard that Pope
Benedict XVI had named this
year the year of the priest, it
caused me to reflect on the
priests who have impacted
my life throughout the years.
The first priest in my life
was the priest who baptized
me and gave me my First
Communion in the 1940’s,
in northern England. He
was a small rotund man, with
round spectacles and piercing
eyes. When he preached he
would lean on the pulpit and
start his sermons: “Dearly
beloved...”. I remember him
as being very kind and patient
as I haltingly made my first
confession. Every Sunday
afternoon in our Church of
St. Mary’s we would have
children’s Benediction, and
before Benediction he would
tell us stories from the Old

Testament. That was my
first introduction to Adam
and Eve, Abraham and Sara,
David and Goliath, Samson
and the prophet Elijah.
Then there were the Jesuits
from the boys’ college next
door who came to give us
retreats during the Christmas
holidays, and did Benediction
for us on first Fridays in our
convent school. I grew up on
stories of the English Martyrs:
priests who risked torture and
a gruesome death in order to
keep the faith alive in England
after the Reformation.
After I became a student
nurse in a children’s hospital,
I remember the priest who
came out at any time of the
night or day to baptize babies
in danger of dying, and the
priest who gave me permission
to go to an Anglican Evensong
with a friend. (In those days
we had to ask permission to
take part in the services of a
non Catholic religion). The

Mass was still in Latin, and I
remember the warmth of that
service, and the revelation
of hearing the words of the
prayers in English, and how
those Anglicans could sing!
I believe the priest was right
when he said it would do me
good.

stayed in my memory. Do I
remember what a particular
priest preached on Easter
Sunday thirty years ago? No.
But neither do I remember
what I had for breakfast that
day. I only know that they
provided me with nourishment
for their time.

Years later after I emigrated
to Canada I remember the
Paulist priest at the Newman
Centre in Montreal who gave
me more than an hour of his
time to listen to my confusion
and pain. He was in his early
thirties, about the same age as
Jesus during the time of his
ministry, and I realized how
the people of Jesus’ day must
have felt when He gave them
His undivided attention.

There were the writer
priests like Thomas Merton,
the Trappist monk, who guided
me through the spiritual life in
difficult times. “Who am I?”
he asks in his writings, and
the answer comes: “I am one
loved by Christ.” Writers like
the psychologist John Powell
S.J., who helped me navigate
the equally murky waters of
emotions and relationships.
Pope John Paul, whose life,
teachings and sheer humanity
brought me back to Truth from
the meanderings of the liberal
leaning press. There were poet
priests like Gerard Manley
Hopkins, and musicians like
the St. Louis Jesuits, whose
hymns we still sing at Mass
today. Priests working in
the peace movement like Fr.
Daniel Berrigan. They all
left an impression on me of
the incredible creativity of

There were the priests who
administered the Sacrament
of the Sick and brought
comfort to my parents on
their deathbed. The priests
who blessed our marriage and
baptized our children. Priests
who heard my confessions
and gave me absolution;
priests whose names I will
never know in this life.
There have been homilies by
the thousand, and few have

$475
$5,809
$375
$4,440
$350
$115
$20,222.00
$400,835.00

the Holy Spirit at work in the
Church.
Since coming to the Nelson
Diocese, for two and a half
years we had for our pastor
a young Filipino priest who
swept into our lives like a
breath of spiritual fresh air,
with his friendship, vitality,
dedication and sense of
humour. He showed us that in
spite of all the dire predictions
of a dying priesthood, young
men are still answering God’s
call to serve Him in the
Church.
It’s unusual to reach
one’s senior years without
experiencing
some
misunderstandings and hurt
feelings, but they seem to
dwindle to insignificance
compared to the awesome
gift that our priests give to
us: that of bringing us Jesus
Himself in the Eucharist and
in the Sacraments.
In this Year of the Priest
let us pray for our priests
and thank God for them,
because without them how
impoverished our lives would
be.
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Sisters meet at Shalom House
September 20 -22, 2009
By Sister Nancy Hurren, CND

Sister Nina Glinski and
Sister Denise Berube led us
in Prayer followed by Sister
Denise’s reflections on
HOPE. Her well researched
presentation inspired us to
be a presence of hope in
the diverse corners of our
Diocese. She urged us to
be people with Desert Eyes
- people who notice and are
encouraged by the small
desert flowers found in the
midst of life. The prayer
time and faith sharing that
followed enabled us to
integrate her words into our
own life situations.
At the end of the morning
we paused for five minutes

to pray for Peace on the
United Nations International
Day for Peace
Following lunch, Sister
Nina Glinski facilitated
a discussion around the
previously
distributed
article, “Inviting Thresholds:
How Communities Might
Respond to Shifting Times,”
by Sister Maria Cimperman,
OSU focusing on a series
of questions raised by the
article. We chose to stay with
the second question, “Hope
moves us to places where
hope is desperately needed.
As women religious we find
our calling in the places
where hope is seemingly
absent. In your experience
of the diocese where is hope

Members of the Nelson Diocese Sisters’ Council

desperately needed?”
Many areas of need
surfaced in our discussion:
aging congregations, youth,
young families, native
people, the unchurched in
our midst, our overworked
clergy, those seeking deeper
spiritual life and those
seeking membership in our
communities of faith.
Sister Denise kept calling
us back to be Hope in the
midst of these needs.
Sister Nancy Hurren
facilitated a discussion
on some of the available
programs on evangelization.
We agreed that this needs to
be a focus for the coming
year. Some suggestions of

helpful programs included:
1. Catholics Come Home
offers resources to parishes
including a kit to plan a
diocesan kick off. See
CatholicsComeHome.org
or www.catholicscome
home.com .
2. Catholics
Returning
Home originates with
Sally Mews and is a
process for reaching out
and inviting inactive
Catholics to return
“home” to the Church
and resume an active
practice of their faith.
It is non-judgmental
support group format,
both formational and
informational. Contact:
Sally Mews, Chicago,
IL phone 847 855 0629
email: ssmews@msn.
com
3. Renew International is
a 2 1⁄2 year process to
foster a spiritual renewal,

evangelization and the
transformation of the
world through small
parish based Christian
communities. One 12
week segment was of
special interest “Longing
for the Holy: a spirituality
for
everyday
life,”
This is a user friendly
workbook that anyone
is able to facilitate. A
kit is provided including
leadership guide and
music CD. See www.
renewintl.org
Our business meeting
followed the next morning
during which we elected a
new executive, Sister Mary
Ann Moyer is our new
chairperson, Sister Anne
McNally our new treasurer
and Sister Nancy Hurren
continues as our secretary.
Sister Denise Berube was
selected to be our DPC
Representative.
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St. Mary’s Catholic School students
in the local Paarlauf races

St. Mary’s Catholic School students
recently participated in the local
Paarlauf races with the Public
Schools of Cranbrook. Grades 4-6
participated and we came first place
in grade 4, 5, and 6. Way to go kids!

K of C Soapbox Derby,
September 26 in Fernie
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Catechists get started

By Chris Lafaut

CRANBROOK – On
September 12 and September
26, a team of three catechists
visited Cranbrook and Fernie
to help fellow catechists
in the area get started with
a new catechism year.

While the main goal of this
workshop was to offer ideas
and information it was also
an opportunity for fellow
catechists in the area to
get to know the Faith First
Program.
One of the outcomes of the

workshops was a Facebook
Group, called Catechism in
the East Kootenays - Diocese
of Nelson, where catechists
can post questions, share
ideas, and contribute to a list
of links that can be used for
lesson planning.

This workshop will be
followed up with the Roles of
the Catechist to happen in the
New Year. Contact the Office
of Religious Education for
more information about
this and the other programs
offered at oredionel@telus.
net .

Shawna Crawford is
enlightening participants
on why planning for
the lesson is valuable
instrument in teaching
students about their faith.
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Catholic
Charismatic
Leaders get ready
for fresh start
By Richard Dunstan

KELOWNA - Fiftyfive leaders from across
the province gathered in
Kelowna Aug. 9-15 for Our
Lady of Pentecost Summer
Institute, a first-ever weeklong training session focused
on what the Spirit is saying
to the Church, through the
Bible and through Church
leaders.
Sponsored by the Nelson
Diocese
Charismatic
Renewal Service Committee
and endorsed by Catholic
Charismatic
Renewal
Services of B.C., the event
was originally scheduled for
Seton House of Prayer, but
registration exceeded Seton
House’s capacity and the
sessions were moved to St.
Charles Garnier parish. In
addition to the 55 full-week
registrants, a number of
other people attended one or
more days of the institute.

of the provincial service
committee and editor of
B.C. Charismatic. Panel
discussions followed each
of the two daily talks.
The event also featured
daily Mass, and devotional
events each evening, ranging
from charismatic prayer
meetings to Eucharistic
adoration.
Fr.
Gabriel
de
Chadarevian said baptism
in the Holy Spirit, complete
with gifts like tongues and
prophecy, was the norm in

the early Church. And it
should be the norm in today’s
Church as well—not just for
especially holy people or for
people attending charismatic
prayer meetings, but for all
Christians.
Evidence for gifts of the
Holy Spirit begins in the New
Testament, he said. In Acts
chapter 2 the Apostles speak
in tongues on Pentecost
just as we do today—and
as an additional miracle the
hearers understood their
message in many different
languages.
The first two centuries
featured “charisms galore,”
Fr. Gabriel said, with
everyone, not just great
saints, receiving gifts.
John Connelly told the
institute things may look
bad, but there’s more need
for the renewal than ever.
Prayer groups may be

shrinking, he said, but that’s
a process of purification, as
those unwilling to embrace
the cross drop by the wayside.
God is still with us— “ God
loves remnants.”
Gladys Miller said God
wants both our will and our
brain.
Theology, she noted in
her talk on that topic, tends
to be at the bottom of many
charismatics’ list of interests.
But she said it belongs at the
top.
Fr. Don Wilson told
the institute God gave us
the Bible through a faith
community, and we must
study and understood it in the
context of that community.
He said the Church was
already formed by Jesus
and the Holy Spirit before
the writing and compilation
of the New Testament, and
though inspired by God, it is
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“the Word of God in human
words.”
Therefore, to understand
it, we need the human tools
of critical scholarship:
understanding of context,
circumstances, forms of
expression, and the human
writer’s intention. We also
need the guidance of the
Church: all our interpretations
must be in harmony with
Church tradition and the
magisterium.
Richard Dunstan said
Christians are supposed to be
in sales, not maintenance.
He said proclaiming the
good news of the kingdom of
God was the whole mission
of Jesus and is the reason the
Church exists. What’s more,
the duty applies to every
Christian, not just to popes
and priests and bishops.

Theme was “Behold, I am
doing a new thing” (Isaiah
43:19).
Guest speakers were Fr.
Gabriel de Chadarevian OP
of Vancouver, originator of
the proposal for the institute;
popular conference speaker
John Connelly of Burns Lake;
Fr. Don Wilson, director of
Seton House and a pioneer
of the Catholic charismatic
renewal in B.C.; Gladys
Miller, chair of the Nelson
service committee and chief
organizer of the institute;
and Richard Dunstan, chair

The group praising God during praise and worship.
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By Briggs Geromo,
Intern Seminarian
St. Mary Church and
Christ the Servant Parish

◆

Change is difficult, but exciting,
like restoring a work of art.

◆

We are all servants of liturgy.

KELOWNA - Msgr.
Murray Kroetsch of the
diocese
of
Hamilton,
Ontario, facilitated the study
days of the clergy of Nelson
last October 5-9 at Seton
House.

◆

We must not impute motives
or agenda to others.

◆

We must not be cautious and slow
to criticize

◆

We must be fair and balanced
in offering critique.

In a friendly and relaxed
presentation, Msgr. Kroetsch
gave the reasons why the
Church is making changes
in the General Instruction of
the Roman Missal (GIRM).

◆

We must strive to see, and promote,
what is good in the changes.

◆

We must be clear and careful in
providing reasons for the changes.

◆

We must be open to surprises and
the working of the Holy Spirit.

◆

We must not take the changes personally.
We are in it together. We are not masters,
but stewards of the mystery.

He shared the following
guidelines on how to receive
the new translation and
the new emphases in the
GIRM:

Clear
Guidelines
on new
GIRM
given during
study days

Cranbrook Catholic
Parishes Bazaar

Cranbrook Catholic Parishes Bazaar held was on Saturday, October 3. Father Conrado blessed the bazaar with a prayer. Booths included Grand draw
table, Bake table, Tea tables, Country Fair, craft table and St. Anne’s, St. Rita’s and the Maria Goretti fancy work tables. By Marilynne Ferguson
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St. Mary’s Catholic School
in Cranbrook has just opened an
After School Program

St. Mary’s Catholic School in Cranbrook has just opened an After School Program to serve the school and surrounding community. Parent
volunteers spent the summer transforming the room and we would like to sincerely thank Dr. Ken and Nancy Brown and their kids Sarah
and Cameron, Anita Savage, Roy Hoffmeister, Cloverdale Paints for donating the paint (Renata Schultz), Brenna & Cory Baker & Andrew
Guido, Louise Baxter,
Louanne Beek, Dr. Bob
Cutler (woodworking),
Shelley Marra,
Don Mungiello (RONA),
Dominic & Elio Pesce,
Joel Savage, Jim Wooley,
and The Calgary Campbells

Members of K of C council
8631 welcoming students of
St. Mary’s back to school.
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Vocations office launches “Called by Name”
By Doug Greenwood

KELOWNA – To mark
“the Year of the Priest”
our diocese would like to
invite every parish and
mission to get involved in
a new vocation awareness
program that has met with
some success throughout
North America.
“Called by Name” will
involve a month-long
commitment
beginning
in the middle of January,
2010. During this time
parishioners will be asked
to pray for God’s Call to the
Priesthood and Religious
and will be encouraged
to look around their own
communities to identify the
various gifts that they see
in themselves and others
that are evidence of God’s
Call.
The program begins and
ends with prayer. Not only
are parishioners encouraged
to pray that God’s Call may

be made more evident in
our midst, but they are also
encouraged to pray for
those God is Calling and
for the spiritual success of
the program in the life of
our diocesan church.
Parishes are encourage
to explore the theme of
God’s Call at meetings, at
catechism, in homilies and
in a variety of creative ways.
By once again talking about
the beauty of God’s Call
and trying to live it ever
more faithfully in our lives,
God’s Spirit may find the
required openness in those
whom he has prepared for
ministry to answer his call
with joy.
Towards the end of the
month-long focus on God’s
Call, and after spending
some time in discernment,
parishioners will be given
the opportunity to submit
names of those they feel
are most suited to answer
God’s Call. These names

will be submitted to
their pastors who will
approach the nominees to
acknowledge a potential
call. During this short
visit the priest may share
some of the qualities that
have been recognized in
the prospective candidate
and the reasons why
they might consider
taking a closer look.
Those nominated will be
free to attend a special
gathering
with
the
Bishop and/or Diocesan
Director of Vocations in
a central location, but, if
they choose not to, they
can at least be confident
that indeed their gifts
have
been
noticed
and affirmed.
And,
sometimes, that itself
is sufficient for God’s
work to be done.

During this short visit the
priest may share some of
the qualities that have been
recognized in the prospective
candidate and the reasons
why they might consider
taking a closer look.

Welcome, new priests

Please pray for the
success of the “Called
by name” program in
our Diocese.
(left to right):
Rev. Cecil Nunez,
from the Philippines,
new pastor of Kimberley;
Rev. Thomas Kakkaniyil,
MSTU, from India,
new pastor of
Sparwood and Elkford;
Rev. David John,
from England, via
Prince George Diocese,
new pastor of Nakusp
and missions.

October 4, 2009 – Pro-Life parishioners with their banners

