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“I will give you shepherds after my own
heart, who will feed you with knowledge
and understanding.”
- Jeremiah 3:15
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BISHOP’S MESSAGE

“Do not neglect to show hospitality to strangers, for by doing that
some have entertained angels without knowing it.” (Heb 13.2)
the widow of Zarephath, who gave
the last bit of food she had to Elijah
when simply asked for something to
eat and drink. (1 Kg 17.8-24) Or how
about Zacchaeus, who on meeting
Christ, “was happy to welcome Him”
into his home. (Lk 19.6) Then we
have Paul and Silas, who were given
accommodation by Lydia. “When she
and her household were baptized, she
urged us saying, ‘If you have judged
me to be faithful to the Lord, come and
stay at my home.’” (Acts 16.15) We
also have Gaius of Corinth, someone
who Paul met in his travels, “who
[was] host to [him] and to the whole
church.” (Rom 16.23)
St. Paul, in his letter to the Romans
writes, “Contribute to the needs
of the saints; extend hospitality to
strangers.” (Rom 12.13)And in the
first letter of St. Peter, he says“Be
hospitable to one another without
complaining. Like good stewards of
the manifold grace of God, serve one
another with whatever gift each of
you has received.” (I Pt 4.9-10) I dare
say that hospitality is not only part of
our calling as Christians, but it is also
our Christian duty.

My Dear Brothers and Sisters in
Christ,
It’s now been just over three
months as your new bishop. Time
has flown byquickly. I have been
quite overwhelmed by many things
since arriving in the diocese. Of
course it isn’t just the driving or the
distances. It’s also the sheer beauty
of thescenery, the wonderful potlucks
and pancake breakfasts, the superb
wines, and the delicious fresh fruit
and vegetables. But most of all, it’s
the amazing warmth and kindness
that I have received from all of you.
Wherever I have visited, the welcome
has been truly outstanding. I am ever
grateful and appreciative of your
hospitality.
And that is the key word –
hospitality!
Consciously or not,
hospitality is one of the most important

things we can offer to another person
in our parishes, our communities or
wherever we find ourselves. Just
think of the time each of us has
experienced someone’s sincere, warm
and generous hospitality. It’s as if
we were the only ones in the world
and there was nothing that someone
wouldn’t do for us.And we never
had to ask for it. It was pure gift!
I am learning that there are many
opportunities to be hospitable in this
diocese, since many friends, family
and visitorsfrom all over the world
like to come here for vacation.
As Christians, hospitality should
be part and parcel of who we are.
When we look at Sacred Scripture,we
see many examples both in the Old
and New Testaments. Just think of
Abraham and his encounter with the
three men who turned out to be angels.
(Gen 18.1-16) Another example is

All of us bear the image and
likeness of God. Hospitality is a
way to honour God in every person
created in His likeness. We were also
created by God as social creatures,
for relationship and community.
Hospitality allows us to touch the
lives of others and for them to
touch our lives. It overcomes the
temptations to selfishness and to the
radical individualism being promoted
by our culture.
We have to remember that we, as
human beings, are also dependent
upon one another. This means that
those among us who are more fragile
and disadvantaged, need and rely upon
those who have been richly blessed
and gifted. By sharing our gifts and
our blessings, we are showing them
hospitality in a way we may never
have thought about.
In giving us: Jesus, sanctifying
grace,
life,
other
human

beings,creation and everything good
thing in it, we are experiencing God’s
hospitality. We need to reciprocate
by making space in our own lives for
God, for others, and for sharing all
these earthly and heavenly goods with
the people that come into our lives.
In order to show hospitality, we
have to recognize that hospitality is a
gift from God. Therefore, it should
be given freely, without expectation
of compensation. This means that our
hospitality should also be grounded on
Christ and the Gospel, and be rooted
in a deep commitment to service: to
serve God by serving others. This
requires an openness to receive others
and to care for them. Through this
care we are able to witness to the love
of God and make that love present.
A smile, a warm hello, a hearty
handshake, a hug, a meal, being
respectful and courteous or just being
present to someone are all concrete
ways of showing hospitality. We
should always keep in mind Jesus’
words to His disciples, “Whoever
welcomes one such child in my name
welcomes me.” (Mt 18.5)

Gregory J Bittman
Bishop of Nelson
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Pope Francis – Five Years Later

Experience Hope

By Gerry Sobie

By Yvonne Valiant

Recently I had the opportunity to re-read an article that was
first published in the August 2015 Issue of National Geographic
magazine about the election of Pope Francis and what his papacy
would mean to the 1.2 billion Roman Catholics worldwide. As
a child I was taught in catechism that the Holy Spirit guided the
election of a pope. So, I conclude that it isn’t an accident or
coincidence that Francis was elevated among the 117 cardinals
at the 2013 conclave to head our Church; Francis was meant to
be our Pope atthis moment in time. As I read the article, I was
reminded of some quotes attributed to Pope Francis and what he
wants to bring to his papacy. Let me share a few of them.

It is the middle of June, and we are blasting
up the #1, just settling into the rhythm of the
drive. I have my “current” cup of tea in the cup
holder, and my “later” cup of tea in the thermos
beside. We have survived our exit of the Lower
Mainland traffic, the gauntlet of grumpy,
sleep-starved commuters and entrepreneurs
on cell phones. My almost-12-year-old son
has just finished jumping through every radio
station, twice, to confirm there really are no
“beats” to be had, and at mom’s urging is
staring out the window pretending to look for
waterfalls. We’re racing offmid-week to look
at an apartment, apparently the only available
rentalunit in all of Kelowna.

“How nice that brothers are united, that brothers pray
together. How nice to see that nobody negotiates their history
on the path of faith-that we are diverse but that we want to
be, and are already beginning to be, a reconciled diversity.” I
understand this to mean that our Pope is saying that all of us are
to be respected despite our beliefs, similarities,and differences.
That is a huge shift from what I learned as a child. I was told
that we shouldn’t attend a worship service in another church if it
wasn’t a Catholic church under the pain of sin. I missed attending
weddings and funerals of others because the service was held in
a Protestant church or public place. Thankfully what I take from
our Pope’s remarks is that I can worship with others,celebrating
their milestones together. In fact, the Pope prayed, “Father, we
are divided. Unite us.”
Another statement of Francis: “How I would like a church
that is poor and for the poor.” What I hear in that remark is
all are to be welcomed in our churches no matter one’s social or
economic standing. We gather together to share the Eucharist
because we acknowledge our humanity and sinfulness as a
people knowing that Christ died so we can be saved. Our church
is meant to be a place for sinners to be forgiven and healed by
Christ’s death and resurrection. Being poor in spirit means living
simply and taking seriously my responsibility as a steward of
all God’s creation. Francis demonstrated what he meant about
living simply when he chose not to live in the Apostolic Palace
traditionally reserved for reigning popes and deciding instead to
call a two-bedroom guesthouse in Casa Santa Maria his dwelling.
Only God knows how long Francis will be the head and voice
of our church. We know he is with us now and is challenging
us to be a church not only for each other, but also for everyone.
Francis is encouraging us to live our baptismal promise to spread
our faith and bring the Good News to others by living the Good
News ourselves. I’m old enough to remember experiencing the
excitement and trepidation when Pope John XXIII called the
Second Vatican Council in 1962. The winds of change were in the
air. That was over fifty years ago. With Francis’ election, we are
now living some of the spirit and intention of Vatican II. Francis
is telling us that we need to think about the church that goes out
to the periphery – not just geographically but to the periphery of
human existence.
A final quote by, Francis, “Who am I to judge?” Our pope is
returning our church to its true doctrine – the one it has forgotten,
the one that puts us – all men, women and children – back in the
centre. For too long, our church put sin in the centre. By putting
the suffering of humans and our relationship with God back in
the centre, these harsh attitudes toward others who are different
from us will start to change. We are living in exciting and historic
times; may our faith and focus on Jesus Christ guide us.

I hear chuckling from the seat beside me.
“Hey Mom, look at the sign, it says “Experience
Hope”. We pass by the exit to the city of the
same name. Shortly after there’s another sign
urging us to “Call Kelowna Home”. “Do you
think it’s a sign Mom?”
Hmmm. I’d like to think so.
In our family, we believe God speaks to
us all the time. Sometimes through random
encounters with people we know or don’t know;
sometimes in our experience of an event – a
walk in the woods, a sunset, or a stirring piece
of music; sometimes through Scripture read
quietly in a comfy chair, shared with friends, or
illuminated in a priest’s homily; sometimes in
a quiet whisper, an urging, when we choose to
just sit, in silence and awe.
“I suppose if He wanted to, God could send
us a sign, or signs. I wonder. What do you
think?”
I’m fairly certain the two signs aren’t divine
revelation, but God does have an amazing way
of manifesting his will and encouragement in
the everyday, and through imperfect vessels.
I’m used to that. I’ve served as a PREP
Coordinator for 11 years, with our RCIA team
before that, and in other ministries along the
way. I’ve had lots of practice as an imperfect
vessel, and plenty of opportunity to witness the
glory of God turning our “yes” into something
well beyond anything we might have to offer as
individuals.
I find inspiration in St. Peter, our rock, who
was such a slow study that Jesus had to chastise
him, “Get behind me, Satan!” As a fisherman,
Peter was in the habit of walking off boats, had
such notable failures in fishing that they’re still
talked about 2,000 years later, and,despite a
close personal association with the incarnate
Son of God, ran from his calling until our Lord
returned from the dead and reminded him …
three times. Given this glorious example of
what God can do with a lump of clay, who are
we to question our own suitability for ministry
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when we feel that tug to serve!
My family has lived on the coast, and
specifically in Delta, for generations. We know
where to find things. We’re regulars at the
local parish. We know which routes to take and
which to avoid. We’re comfortable.
And suddenly, we’re uprooting the family
and moving from coast to interior. Why?
Well, as the sign says, to “experience Hope”.
There’s a warm sense of community here, in
the Diocese of Nelson; a fresh opportunity
to offer encouragement, exchange ideas, and
explore possibilities together, to pursue the
spiritual growth that will continue to draw us
all closer to Christ.
Is it comfortable? Well, not exactly. How
many of us have purged and packed 20, 30,
or 50plus years of accumulated “stuff” and
would call it comfortable? But we can’t take
everything old with us and expect to be happy
in new surroundings. Sometimes we have to be
willing to leave the old stuff behind in favour
of the new.
How does one become a butterfly?’ Pooh
asked pensively. ‘You must want to fly so
much that you are willing to give up being a
caterpillar,’ Piglet replied. (A.A. Milne)
To me, this is the core of faith formation
– an ongoing, sometimes uncomfortable, but
always rewarding, transformative journey
towards a more intimate relationship with Jesus
Christ and our new life in Him. Driven by the
Holy Spirit who is in us, we seek to become
less in the world in order to be more with our
heavenly Father. Discipleship is not denial, but
a seeking after the freedom to be all that we are
created to be, in communion with God and each
other.
At every stage of life we are offered
new opportunities to strive for that freedom:
baptism and catechism for the young and newlyinitiated;home studies and group sessions for
adultsand youth who desire more than a 12-yearold’s understanding of God and Church;
discovery groups for those seeking answers
in unexplored areas of Christian life; support
groups and workshops for parents, seniors,
and others with specific needs;explorations of
prayer and devotions; and training for service
in the many lay ministries, schools, and larger
community.
I look forward to learning more about
the diversity of strengths and needs in our
diocese and collaborating with our priests
and lay ministers to offer inspiration and
encouragement on this pilgrim journey.
Yvonne Valiant has recently joined the
Diocese of Nelson in the Office of Faith
Formation and can be reached at 250448-2725 ext. 110 or yvonne.valiant@
nelsondiocese.org.

4

August, 2018

Catholic Mountain Star

On June 16, these 6 young people were Confirmed at
the Cathedral of Mary Immaculate.

RACHEL’S VINEYARD: A LITTLE OF OUR HISTORY
DR. THERESA BURKE MA, PhD, DAPA, NCP, LPC
Dr. Burke founded one of the first organizations for
helping women and men recover from the emotional
and spiritual aftermath of abortion in 1986. In her book
“Forbidden Grief: The Unspoken Pain of Abortion”
(co-authored by David Reardon), Dr. Burke explains
how her work was inspired by leading a support group
in graduate school for women with eating disorders.
Though many in the group revealed histories of
abortion and exhibited symptoms of PTS when the
subject arose, the clinic supervisor reprimanded her
for “prying” into abortion experiences and instructed
her to avoid the topic. But, Dr. Burke asked, if people
demonstrated the need to talk about their abortion
experience, how could a psychiatrist taboo the topic?
Dr. Burke started free support groups for healing
after abortion that first met in the library of a local
church. When Dr. Burke realized that talking about
abortion’s deep wounds was not enough, she included
scripture stories (Living Scriptures) and exercises to
facilitate grieving. In 1994, she published “Rachel’s
Vineyard: A Psychological and Spiritual Journey
for Post Abortion Healing” as a 15-week support
group model. The program integrated counseling
techniques with group therapy discussions and
spiritual activities.
In 1995 Dr. Burke adapted the curriculum into a

format for weekend retreats and soon had people
travelling from around the country to attend. The
number of retreats surged from four retreats in 1995
to currently over 1,000 retreats annually in forty-nine
states in the U S and now in over 70 countries and has
been translated into 22 different languages. Retreats
are hosted by church-based ministries, counseling
outreach programs, respect life groups, and crisis
pregnancy centers. Rachel’s Vineyard helps not
only post abortive women but also, couples, fathers,
grandparents, siblings of aborted children, as well
as nurses and former abortionists, to find peace and
healing.
Freed from the guilt and shame of abortion, many
retreat participants leave eager to share their stories
through campaigns like ‘Silent No More’ or often
become program volunteers whom Rachel’s Vineyard
trains, equips with treatment manuals and empowers
them to go forth and serve in the Vineyard. (Excerpt
from Living Scripture Magazine, 2017).
We are privileged to have hosted Rachel’s Vineyard
Retreats in our Diocese since 2002. We have facilitated
16 retreats helping over 300 women, men and family
members through the grief process of Post Abortion
Stress. We are generously supported by our Diocese
and many of our CWL and Knights of Columbus

throughout our Diocese. We are most grateful for the
generous support shown to our Diocesan Ministry.
The vital need for this Ministry is demonstrated by
the number of abortions performed each day in our
cities, country and our world.
Testimonies:
“I realized on the Rachel’s Vineyard Retreat that God
was calling me back to Him and He always has been
– but now I just feel free to turn and run to Him”.
“You’re more than the worst thing you’ve ever done.
Attend the retreat and feel the beautiful presence of
God. You won’t be sorry you did.”
OUR NEXT RETREAT WILL TAKE PLACE
OCTOBER 12-14, 2018 IN KELOWNA. IF
YOU OR SOMEONE YOU KNOW MAY BE IN
NEED OF HEALING FROM AN ABORTION
EXPEREINCE PLEASE CONTACT US.
STRICT CONFIDENTIALITY IS ASSURED
250-762-2273.www.RachelsVineyardKelowna.
com, info@rachelsvineyardkelowna.com Like us
on Facebook: Rachel’s Vineyard Kelowna

SOCIAL JUSTICE
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Bishop Bittman Visits Discovery House
By Mark Marischuk

Bishop Bittman took time on Friday, July 27, 2018,
to tour the facilities of Discovery House, Penticton,
BC, and to meet some of the board, staff and clients.
Bishop said that he now has an understanding of what
the society does and is very supportive of the program.
Discovery House is a recovery based operation that
provides a safe and clean home for men recovering

the society and the operation formed and running.

before they make their way completely on their own.

For eleven years, this modest house was the only
location for their work and the society is grateful to
the Church for allowing the use of the house all those
years. Out of necessity, the society needed to expand
so it bought a larger facility nearby and moved into it
in October last year. The new house can accommodate

Operated by the Penticton Resource Recovery
Society, Discovery House offers a 90-day open-ended
program that can be extended for up to two years. The
program employs the 12-Step philosophy of Alcohol
Anonymous and Narcotics Anonymous, life skills
training and evidence based treatment practices. Peer

The picture shows Jerome Abraham (Executive Director),
Bishop Bittman, and Erwin Ploner (Society Board
member) in front of the house on Wade Avenue.

from their addictions to alcohol and drugs. The
society operates from two such houses in Penticton;
one of the houses is owned by the Catholic Church
and located next to St. John Vianney Church in the
downtown core. Fr. Pat Monette was the pastor at that
time and he saw the great need and took steps to get

13 men. The Catholic Church has allowed the society
to continue to use the former property and it is
now used to house men who have been through the
rigorous recovery program and who now are either
back working or in full-time education but who still
have a need for a structured, safe and clean facility

mentors and community support are the cornerstones
of its programs.
The society’s motto is “Returning Fathers to Children
and Sons to Families”. To date, it has succeeded in
helping hundreds of men to this end.

A Flash of Understanding
I stepped into the elevator
and felt you
at my side.
I cast my eyes
down to my feet
for the duration of the ride.
I stepped out at the office floor
Brushed past you at the door.

All business like
In haste
I scowled
And chose you to ignore.
I sat down at my desk
and checked the emails and the calls.
I heard your voice
address me

But I listened not at all.
When work was done
I traversed home
But failed to catch your eye
Amidst the throng of fellow men
I’d chosen to deny.

And I did smartly enter at your door.
With longings for that peace and joy
which seemed to allude me, more;
And then that sudden insight
near hurled me to despair.
To think I’d only sought You here.
When You are everywhere!

Then Sunday came.

By Gemma Hardy

6

Catholic Mountain Star

Walk lightly in the
steps of Christ
Walk lightly in the steps of Christ
With a joyful, loving heart.
Feel your burdens weightless
Your anxieties depart.
And even though you stumble
Or trip along the way
Know Christ will turn to catch you
And brush the stones away.

Walk lightly in the steps of Christ
With a joyful, happy heart.
And greet each fellow traveler
with a smile - and Love impart.
And though you find you differ
And your thoughts may not agree
Know that Christ is his friend too,
In a way you can’t yet see.

Walk lightly in the steps of Christ
With a joyful, giving heart.
Be ever slow to anger
And from condemnation--part!
Be humble and forgiving.
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LORD, WHEN DID WE SEE YOU A STRANGER?
By Gerry Sobie

Back in December of 2015,
encouraged by our late pastor Fr. Conrado
Beloso, Cathedral parish and Nelson
community members met with the aim
of sponsoring a refugee family. Within a
month, enough money
was pledged to assure
that we could provide
financial
support.
In April 2016, we
were notified of the
opportunity to sponsor
the Msatat family from
Syria. A month later,
Mohammad and his
wife Tasneem, along
with their children
Jameel (7) and Leen
(5) landed in Canada
to begin life in the
community of Nelson.
A core committee of
volunteers met monthly
to address the family’s
needs as they arose. The
group jelled into a team
whose members worked
side-by-side
dealing
with school registration,
medical
needs,
orientation to a new
community and learning a new language.
We came to realize that raising the money
was the easy part - the daily support to
the family proved more challenging. We
needed to learn how much assistance

was useful and necessary, as well as
when to encourage the family to tackle
daily tasks independently.
Although the initial year of support

employment at the Kootenay Co-op
and has earned his driver’s license. The
children are enjoying school, and the
family continues to learn English at an
impressive pace.
What a privilege it has been to meet
the Msatats and develop friendships
with them. They cannot find words to
express their gratitude for all that has
been done for them. We have learned
about the Muslim religion and how the
Msatats practice their faith and culture.
We have witnessed the power of the
human spirit as this family daily faced
the challenges of adapting to a new
way of life with sometimes differing
values. We have all practiced tolerance
and acceptance of one another as we
worked shoulder to shoulder.

ended in May 2017,
the core group continued to provide
assistance and encouragement until the
end of the year. Now the Msatats have
moved into low-income housing in our
community. Mohammad has full time

Advance word on some good old news

Be kind. Be just. Be true.
Walk lightly in the steps of Christ
And He will walk with you.

This wonderful experience brings
to mind Matthew 25:38-40 when the
righteous ask, “when was it we saw
you a stranger and welcomed you?”
The Lord answers, “Truly I tell you,
just as you did it to one of the least of
these my brethren, you did it to me.”
We are thankful for the opportunity
and privilege to be the hands and feet
of Christ in helping this Syrian family
as they transitioned from refugees to
permanent residents of Canada.

Giroux, and now Fr. Marcel Cote, have been taking efforts to
make this paper more accessible to the public. It is a special
publication as both the life of the church and
local, regional, and national news were presented
in its pages.
The weekly broadsheet is to be scanned into
a digital format, and placed within a searchable
collection by BC Electronic Library Network at
http://doh.arcabc.ca . Handlers of the microfilm
are the technicians of the archives of the
University of British Columbia (UBC) Okanagan
Campus, in the project: ‘Digitized Okanagan
History.’

By Gemma Hardy

The microfilm changed hands at approximately 9:45 a.m.on
Friday morning,May 11,2018. This was not espionage, nor
betrayal of church secrets contained on the microfilm, but one
of the last steps in making available online The Prospector
newspaper which the Diocese produced in the city of Nelson,
from 1937-1966.
Diocesan Archivists going way back to :Sr.Maria Santos
SC, Peg Barone, Ron Welwood, Margaret Moore, Sr. Phyllis

We are no won our way to making available
online more than 29 years’ worth of church and civic news.
Advance word from Paige Hohmann, Archivist at UBC is:“…
look for the paper online in late August of this year.” Pay a
visit to the site this fall….look up your parish and your town in
the newspaper, and see the proud history that went before you.
We want to encourage folks to go to http://doh.arcabc.ca and
find identity, and memory, of the early years of church life in
the Nelson Diocese.
From the archives, Fr. Marcel.
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The Road to Calvary
By Jean Syrotuek

Lent is a season of reflection, a deepening of our spiritual life through means
such as prayer, fasting, and meaningful sacrifices.
As part of our Lenten preparation parishioners from Holy Cross Church
(Creston, BC) gathered to participate in a special activity. Friday evenings
during Lent, after Stations of the Cross many parishioners came with eager
anticipation to the hall for fellowship, a meatless bowl of soup and a bun, and
to make our own crucifix. Over a three week span under the guidance and
supervision of Peter and Helen Collins, whose initiative it was, we sanded,
stained and nailed together our own personnel crucifix. Each person was
encouraged to create one; some parishioners chose to make two or even three to
give as gifts for Easter.
It was a community building opportunity to gatheras a parish family and
humbly walk the Road to Calvary and to share in the Passion of our Lord. My
crucifix is situated on my bedroom window sill so each morning when I get up and gaze
out my window to greet the day, I place my hand on my crucifix, giving thanks for another
new day, a good night’s rest and to ask Jesus for strength and to walk with me throughout
the day.
Bought My Soul at Calvary(Stuart Hamblen)
There’s a cross for everyone to bear
But there’s a heaven for each soul to share.
There’s a place in heaven awaiting me,
I got it through his death at Calvary.
Each drop of blood bought me a million years.
A soul is born each tear He shed a tear.
He broke the chains that once held you and me.
He bought my soul through death on Calvary.
Though days are long and often filled with care,
I talked to Him and with each wondrous prayer,
He bids me stay and gives strength to me.
He bought my soul through death on Calvary.

Nelson CWL

By Frances Welwood
Mary Gris, current Past-President
of the Nelson and District Cathedral of
Mary Immaculate Catholic
Women’s League was presented with
the Bellelle Guerin Award at a recent
Nelson CWL celebration. The National
Council award, which comes with an
Award pin and certificate, was presented
by Nelson
Council President Catherine Filbert.
The Bellelle Guerin Award is given
to members like Mary who have
contributed at the parish, diocesan or
provincial level with extraordinary
service to the League.
Photo credit: Cathedral of Mary Immaculate CWL
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SECULAR FRANCISCANS HONOUR YOUTH
By Linda Adams

The Spirit of St. Francis is among our young
people. A Youth Poster/Essay Contest, sponsored
by Regional Council of Our Lady of the Angels
Fraternity (Alberta) was made available to various
age groups of school students. The contest invited
youth to portray their understanding of St. Francis

300 submissions from Western Canada, the Alberta
Board of Adjudicators awarded two winners living
in the Interior BC.
A 13-year-old student from Our Lady of Angels
Elementary School in West Kelowna, Michaela Drops
won 1st prize for her Essay on St. Francis and
the Leper. She was

awarded a framed Certificate of First
Prize and a one hundred dollar cheque.
and the Leper either in poster or in essay. Of some

In Oliver, BC, from Oliver Elementary
School, an 8yr old student, Steven Hernandez won

Special Recognition for his poster on St. Francis and
the Leper. Steven received a medal of St. Francis
and a framed Certificate of Special Recognition. He
attends Catechism Classes in Osoyoos and is an altar
boy for Masses at St. Anne’s Parish, Osoyoos.
Secular Franciscans (Sandra Henderson, Lou
VonBurg and Linda Adams) from The Little Flowers
of St. Francis Fraternity (Kelowna) visited
West Kelowna

and Oliver to make
the presentations. Thank You to the principals and
teachers who helped make the two occasions such
joyful celebrations.

SECULAR FRANCISCANS JOURNEY TOGETHER
By Linda Adams

How awesome is our God! The
Chapter of Mats to gather all the
Secular Franciscans of the Central/
East of BC had been planned at the
Retreat Centreat Cache Creek, BC
for the weekend of April 20, 2018.
Due to water issues at the Retreat
Centre however, an abrupt change
of plan took place. Salmon Arm,
BC became the new destination
for some thirty traveling Secular
Franciscans.
The group photo are Secular
Franciscans who came from
Kamloops, Osoyoos, Penticton,
Kelowna, Armstrong, and Vernon.
All were inspired by the uplifting
words given by Father Joe Glabb,
OFM from Alberta. The Secular
Franciscans absorbed the messages
of Fraternity Life,Being Franciscan
today with Pope Francis. At this

Chapter of Mats,celebrated were
three new people who were admitted
into candidacy for the Kamloops

Fraternity. Amazing is our God for
the change of venue became not a
distraction, rather, the facilitation and

organization of the event rekindled the
hearts of all the Secular Franciscans
remembering”Nothing is impossible
with God”. Journeying
home,
the
Secular
Franciscans glowed with
the Love of the Holy
Spirit to be Instruments
of Peace, Joy and
‘leaven for God’ was
planted in each one of
us. Further information
on the Secular Order
of Franciscans; please
contact Linda Adams,
250-493-6246.
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Rossland Sacred Heart C.W.L. celebrated their 85th anniversary with a June luncheon at a
local café with members and friends. Maureen Corrado (3rd from right –1st row standing) was
recognized for her 60 years of faithful dedication and service to the Catholic Women’s League.

Catholic Women plan for a Younger Future
By Roxanne Livingstone

The Catholic Women’s League of Canada needs
a reboot and members in the Nelson Diocese are
part of the solution. Over one hundred attended the
Diocesan Convention in Penticton in May. One of the
focus of the three-day meeting was the future of the

CWL and how to recruit younger members.
Guest speaker Roxanne McDonald of Vancouver
travels across the province presenting workshops
to gather information on why the ranks have
dropped from 100,000
members to 80,000.

The CWL is examining rebranding and restructuring. All members in Canada are providing
input and when it is analyzed a new strategy will be
announced in at the August National Convention.

“I’d say the average
age is between sixty
and seventy. Without
younger
members
we won’t be here in
thirty years. We are
not reaching working
mothers and we don’t
know why. With the
information gathered
across Canada we’ll
form a strategy to go
forward,” she says.
Penticton
CWL
President
Donna
Trenaman
echoes
that concern. “What
do young people say
Penticton CWL members making finger Rosaries for the
about the
May Diocesan Convention.
Roxanne McDonald (left) and Penticton CWL CWL that
Left to right: Lita Castillo, Eudora Espeut, Barb Laisi and
President Donna Trenaman.
doesn’t interest them? I think they
Stella Faubert.
need a more accurate picture of all
the work we do.”
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A Harvest of Friends
By David Ziebart

Instead of sleeping in on their
first day of holidays, the youth,
young families and ‘young at heart’
of Immaculate Conception were up
at the parish cemetery doing a special
clean up. In the end, our volunteer
cemetery caretaker took four truckloads
to the landfill. Certainly a ‘fruitful’
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B.C. and Yukon Catholic Women’s League holds
its 71st Provincial Convention
By Laura Esposito

There was never a dull moment at the 71st BC
& Yukon Catholic Women’s League Provincial
convention held in Whitehorse, Yukon June 21-23,
2018. The convention began with the Eucharistic
celebration, Thursday evening at Sacred Heart
Cathedral. Concelebrating all the masses with Bishop
Hector Vila (Yukon) and Father Slawomir Szwagrzyk,
rector of Sacred Heart Cathedral, were Father Edwin

The convention business sessions opened on
Friday, June 22, 2018. Evelyn Rigby, BC & Yukon
Provincial President, welcomed everyone and stated
that speakers would be addressing issues from both
ends of the age spectrum and everything in between to
fit the convention theme of “Leading With Courage”.
Maria Campos-Mendez in “Immigrants with Faith”
spoke of no longer feeling like a foreigner when she

Back Row: Susan Steiner (Community Life), Kathy Weswick (Education and Health), Blanca Stead (Christian
Family Life), Father David John (Spiritual Advisor), Sylvia Jurys (Communications), Catherine L’Heureux (1st
Vice-President/ Spiritual Development), Sheila Doherty (Legislation), Bishop Hector Vila (Yukon)
Front Row: Laura Esposito (Secretary), Sharon Ciebin ( Resolutions), Suzanne Eng (Treasurer), Sharon Geiger
(President-Elect/ Organization), Gisela Montague (President), Evelyn Rigby (Past-President)

morning, with the best part being the
great conversations that took place
throughout the grounds. One of our
teens commented how appreciative she
was of seeing the young families and
their children – to know that they have
some younger ones following in their
footsteps. A special note of thanks to
the family who quietly and graciously
weeds the cemetery on a regular basis
on our behalf (but had been away for
a while), and to our volunteer cemetery
committee who oversees the care of the
final resting place of many of our loved
ones.

Kulling (outgoing BC & Yukon Spiritual Advisor),
Father David John (incoming BC& Yukon Spiritual
Advisor), diocesan and parish spiritual advisors along
with several visiting seminarians.
Carol Vanderbyl, Sacred Heart/Yukon president
and her convention committee, although small in
numbers, exuded hospitality, friendliness, grace and
diplomacy throughout the convention.
The Resolutions Dialogue was extremely well
attended. Animated dialogue was evident as six
resolutions were perused, discussed and edited. For
many, this was their first resolutions dialogue and they
remarked that it was a very positive learning curve.
All six resolutions were presented on the convention
floor and were passed Five of them will be forwarded
to the National CWL council for consideration at the
2018 National convention in Winnipeg. BC & Yukon
Resolution 2018.03 Sexual Orientation and Gender
Identity 123 (SOGI 123) will be dealt with provincially.

stepped into a church. For God there are no strangers.
She invited us to find the inspiration and be the
inspiration; to lead with courage. Mary Wagner’s
video “Defense of Life” showed a profound testimony
of her passion to protect life at the beginning stages.
She quoted Gandhi, “You must be the change you
want to see in the world.” Alex Shadenberg, from the
Euthanasia Prevention Coalition, in his presentation
“Caring, Not Killing” explained how his organization
has evolved. The documentary “The Euthanasia
Deception” was the first film produced. Participants
watched a part of “Fatal Flaw”, a new 80 minute
documentary that will be available soon.
Jenny Shaw spoke of an “Amazing Sisterhood”
where she with her sister, toured, hiked and camped in
the Yukon a few years ago. Their journey, experiences
and adventures were a lure for others to venture forth
and also explore in sisterhood.
...continued on page 12
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...continued from page 11
Father Edwin Kulling spoke on
“Peace of Heart”. In the busy and
hurried times we live in, we often
find ourselves restless. We need
to put God first, have prayer as a
priority and we will attain peace
of heart and mind. Father David
John spoke on “The Strengths and
Weaknesses I Bring to the CWL”
Father David believes that God uses
our weaknesses as gifts for others. He
asked us “When did God last speak
to you directly?” and “When did you
last see a miracle?” God chooses to
work miracles in plain sight – always
and anywhere – but we do not often
see them.
Margaret Ann Jacobs, CWL
National President, spoke on two
occasions. She began with a League
Update, outlining some initiatives
from National office: On the Spot;
Palliative Care; focus on Mental
Health; update on the donations for
the National Voluntary Fund, Cody
Institute; and CNEWA; to name a

Voice of the Spirit
Voice of the Spirit
whisper in my ear
wrap me in wonder
cast away my fear.
Soothe all my heart’s aches
still my dark despair
Voice of the Spirit
let me find you there.
Voice of the Spirit
let me hear your call
quietly surround me
with your utterance, all
Make your words known to me
echo everywhere
Voice of the Spirit
let me find you there.
Breath of the Spirit
breathe into my soul
light away the darkness
make me one --make me whole.
Breath of the Spirit
free my heart of care
Breath of the Spirit
Let me find you there.
By Gemma Hardy

COMMUNITY
few. Her second presentation was on
leadership. We need to pray to the
Holy Spirit for constant guidance.
She spoke of being a servant leader,
of learning to listen, really be a good
listener. Servant leaders are visionary
leaders and more are needed.
A
challenge was given to delve into and
recognize our leadership potential
and then put it into action.
Bishop Hector Vila graced the
convention with his presence at each
mass, parts of the business sessions
and at the banquet.
Friday evening, a buffet and the
lively dance routines of the Snowshoe
Shufflers were enjoyed by all. Jigging
instructions were given by Rev.
Martin Carroll and his wife Ruth and
the Yukon Ramblers entertained with
music. Outgoing provincial Spiritual
Advisor, Father Edwin Kulling and
outgoing provincial president Evelyn
Rigby, with much humour and
affection, were duly roasted by their
provincial executive.
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The liturgy booklet, created by
Agnes Geiger, Provincial Spiritual
Development Chairperson gave us
spiritual nourishment. The Prayer
for Mental Health, The Earth Day
Prayer service and the Prayer for
Reverence of Life aptly fit the theme
of the convention and elaborated on
the messages given by all speakers.

by Barbara Jarvis, BC & Yukon
Life Member Liaison, and won by
Theresa Milbers from Vancouver.
Accepting the award for Theresa
was Angelina Stiglich, Vancouver
Diocesan President. The banquet
speaker Geraldine VanBibber, MLA
for Porter Creek in Whitehorse,told
her life story which was a tribute to
courage. Geraldine has received the
Saturday
afternoon,
the Order of Canada and always follows
provincial election was held. At the her motto of “Laughter Heals All”.
closing mass, a full slate of officers
was installed, including the new
The
101
delegates
and
provincial spiritual advisor, Father guests enjoyed a very successful,
David John and new provincial informative, spiritual and funpresident, Gisela Montague.
filled convention. Invitations were
extended to attend theNational
The convention concluded with convention in Winnipeg, August
a banquet where several awards 12 – 15, 2018, and the provincial
were presented. Linda McClinton, convention in Nanaimo, June 12 – 15,
outgoing Education and Health 2019.
Chairperson, presented the Molly
Boucher award to Emma Kalin
from Armstrong, BC. Accepting
for Emma was Kamloops Diocesan
President, Dorothy Hruby. The BC
& Yukon Life Members’ Fine Arts
and Culture Award was presented

Holy Cross Creston CWL Socials
By Jill Daybell

An enjoyable afternoon was the verdict following
the Strawberry Tea in June when Holy Cross Creston
CWLheld their third social of the year for members plus
interested parish ladies. Past President Yvonne Harland
presented extra CWL pins this year now that they are
available in five year increments. Severalnon-members
came and enjoyed the opportunity to get acquainted,
one even volunteered to help prepare the locally grown
strawberries to top the many donated shortcakes.

Earlier this year we held a soup and bun luncheon and a
Valentine tea party and we have seen the attendance rise
each time. We have enjoyed opening our social events
to all ladies and are happy that it has encouragednew
memberships.
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Jersey Day in Osoyoos

Permanent Profession
By Sandy Henderson

On February 24, 2018 at St. Charles Garnier Church, Kelowna, Colleen Finlon was
granted Permanent Profession in the Franciscan Third Order. Bishop John Corriveau,
celebrant with Frs. Wayne Pfliger, Bart Roijen and Cerlouie Jimenez as concelebrants.
The Little Flowers of St. Francis objective is to follow the Gospel through the teachings
of Sts. Francis and Clare through Obedience, Poverty and Charity.

. Peter
Sole, Cindy Kennedy, Fr
Maria Vieira, RoseAnn
.
urg
nB
nd and Lou Vo
Thompkins, Elaine Smula

Photo by Warren Postma. Left to right: Lindael Rolstone (Inquirer); Linda Adams,
Christine Reeves, Fr. Wayne Pfliger, Kathy Cox, Sandra Henderson, Colleen Finlon,
Alice McCrae, Lillian Stamer, Sandy Kavanagh, Ginette Robert, Paulette Wolfe, Fr.
Cerlouie Jimenez and Linda Kirkpatrick.
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United in Your Love
By Marcia Lawrence

April 28th and 29th, 2018 saw people
from all over the province and beyond
gather at Our Lady of Lourdes in West
Kelowna to hear Fr. Dave Pivonka,
TOR.

Fr. Dave is an internationally
known author, speaker and creator of
the “Wild Goose” series. The goose is
the Celtic symbol for the Holy Spirit.
The series can be viewed at https://
thewildgooseisloose.com/series-

segments
“United in Your Love” was the theme
for the 2-day conference, sponsored by
Catholic Charismatic Renewal in the
Nelson Diocese and Fr. Dave certainly
showed us many ways to exercise that
love. He had

attendees up and praying for healing
with one another, all over the church.
He is a gifted speaker who when
sharing his personal experiences
with his extended family, gave us a
heightened sense of how much God
cares for us. We came to understand the
depth of God’s mercy and forgiveness,
which is extended to all, no matter how
desperate our own personal experiences
have been. “… and hope does not
disappoint, because the love of God has
been poured out into our hearts through
the Holy Spirit that has been given to
us.” (Rom. 5:10) Father Dave urges
us to pursue our relationship with the
Holy Spirit so we can call out, like St.
Paul, “Abba, Father.”
While walking the Camino* to
the tomb of
St. James the
apostle, Father
Dave shared
that
while
washing his
clothes at the
end of each
day his aim
was to simply
keep
them
from smelling.

Thus, a quick rinse under the armpits
served the purpose well. Observing
fellow female pilgrims scrubbing their
clothes, using soap and rinsing well,
he noticed that they were much more
thorough, washing the whole garment
to get it clean. He challenged, “Do you
go to confession to simply get rid of the
stink or to get really clean?”
Each of us is called to be holy and
this comes from developing a personal
relationship with God. Knowing God is
experiencing his limitless love for us, so
that we call him Abba, Father.
Fr. Dave can be accessed on both
YouTube and the E.W.T.N. Catholic
television channel.
*The Camino de Santiago, known
in English as the Way of Saint
James, is a network of pilgrims’
ways serving pilgrimage to the
shrine of the apostle Saint James
the Great in the cathedral of
Santiago de Compostela in Galicia,
northwestern Spain, where tradition
has it that the remains of the saint are
buried. Many follow its routes as a
form of spiritual path or retreat for their
spiritual growth.
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Blessings at St. Ann’s
By Dale Webster

On Tuesday, June 12, Father
Rex Velmonte at St. Ann’s parish in
Penticton, welcomed our new Bishop
Gregory Bittman along with several
Priests from the diocese of Nelson, who
came to celebrate Mass and to dedicate
and bless several new additions to the
church building. It was such a pleasure
to welcome five Priests and the new
Bishop by concelebrating a beautiful
Mass in the parish. The Gospel passage
on this day was from Matthew 5:1316, where Jesus told His disciples that
they were both the salt of the Earth and
the light of the World. Bishop Gregory
spoke to the assembled body in his
homily, highlighting the fact that all
who gather in the name of our Lord
Jesus share in this wonderful reality and
accept this gift as a disciple of Christ to
go into the world, bringing the truth of
the Gospel message as a beacon of light.
This message was most appropriate
as he and his Priests blessed several
new additions to the church following
the Mass. First, the new Tabernacle
stand behind the Altar was blessed.
This beautiful new, locally handmade

wooden stand features a large
backing that is representative of a
large communion host. After saying
a blessing over the new stand, Bishop
Gregory sprinkled it with holy water as
a reminder of our Baptism in Christ and
our connection with Him in the use of
this stand upon which the Tabernacle,
containing the precious gift of our Lord
in His most Blessed Sacrament of the
Holy Eucharist, is placed. Next the
Bishop turned his attention to the large
new Crucifix centrally located above
and behind the Tabernacle and offered
a prayer and then he sprinkled this with
holy water.
Next to be blessed by Bishop
Gregory were many new stained glass
windows throughout the church that
were created and hand made by local
artisans, Christopher Goodman and
Angela Zissoff of Goodman Zissoff
Glass Studio and made possible by
donations from many parishioners and
local businesses. The use of stained
glass in church structures dates back to
tenth century Europe and particularly
France, Germany and England, where

various metal salts added to molten
glass created intricately coloured
panels that were arranged and set high
above the nave, allowing the light to
filter through and fill the old cathedrals
with a beautiful, almost heavenly light.
Incredible detailed images of Christ and
scenes from the Bible seemed to lift
humans closer to God and the beautiful
light that streamed in inspired their
faith.
First, he blessed and sprinkled the
new stained glass panels high above
both sides of the sanctuary and Altar.
On the right, facing the Altar is a large
and colourful image representing the
natural abundance of the Okanagan
Valley, featuring Skaha Lake with an
image of the Blessed Sacrament above
a chalice in the center. Wheat stalks
represent the bread which becomes the
Body of Christ and grapes represent
the wine which becomes the Blood of
Christ. A red triangle symbolizes the
Trinity and the turbulent waters remind
us of the challenges of our faith. On
the left side, a large panel representing
new life through the Sacrament of
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Baptism features the calm
waters of the Okanagan
Lake
surrounded
by
mountains and vineyards.
A hand on the right side
represents God the Father,
giver of life and Christ is
symbolized by the image
of a fish. The Holy Spirit
is illustrated by the rays of
light emanating from the
image of the hand of God.
There is a new window that
is still yet to be installed
in the choir loft depicting
the most Sacred Heart of
Jesus and the Immaculate
Heart of His Mother Mary.
This incredible scene is
still being assembled and
will be installed later this
summer.
Bishop Gregory then
turned his attention to
twelve new windows that
span the length of the
church flowing down both
sides of the nave. These
windows represent the
other five Sacraments:
Matrimony, Confirmation,
Reconciliation,
Holy
Orders and Anointing
of the sick, plus a large
detailed Crucifix on the
right and an empty tomb
as seen from the inside looking out,
representing the Resurrection of our
Lord Jesus Christ on the left side.
The Bishop proceeded down both
sides, aspergillum in hand, followed
closely by the Priests, who had some
trouble keeping up with their energetic
new shepherd. Once all the new
windows had been thoroughly sprinkled
with holy water, our new Bishop and
his Priests made their way downstairs
to the new, ultra-modern rest-room
facilities in the parish hall. These new
bathrooms were renovated over several
months and made possible by the very
generous donations from parishioners.
Bishop Gregory then made his way
with all who were in attendance into the
hall for refreshments afterwards.
This was a wonderful opportunity
for the people of Penticton to welcome
their new Bishop and to officially begin
enjoying all the new additions in our
beautiful parish.
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Pope Francis’ Reflection on the Mass

of Christ, the offering “become with
him a single spiritual offering pleasing
to the Father.”

By Fr. Bart van Roijen

In his reflections on the Eucharistic
Prayer, Pope Francis asks for a unity of
praise that joins each person assembled
to “this great prayer with the priest.”
“In truth, there is no distinction between
the sacrifice of Christ on the cross and
the sacrifice of the Eucharist.” “They
are one single sacrifice.” “It is the
Body of Jesus; it ends there!” The Pope
It is imperative, therefore, that the
insists. Faith comes
readings of Sacred Scripture should
to our aid. We have
never be substituted by any other.
only to “learn to
“It impoverishes and compromises
give thanks, always
the dialogue between God and
and everywhere in
his people in prayer.” It is also
all things,” “make
imperative that, “we must look for
of our life a gift of
good readers” and that, “they must
love, freely given,”
be prepared and rehearse before the
and “build a concrete
Mass in order to read well.”
communion, in the
Church and with
“The liturgy itself distinguishes
everyone.” To the
the Gospel from the other readings
question:
“Father,
and surround it with particular
Fr.
Cerloui
e
F.
Jimene
z
is
how
much
do
I have
pictured here greeting Pope Francis
honour and veneration.” In the
in
Rome’s
Apostol
ic
Palace
last April 2018, for the renewal of his
to pay to have my
proclamation of the Gospel “the
mandate as Missionary of Mercy, extending certain faculties to
name said there?”
assembly recognizes the presence
absolve sins reserved to the Holy See.
Pope
Francis
of Christ who gives them the
replies:
“Nothing.
“Good News” which converts and
Is this understood?
transforms.” The Pope goes on to speak and concerns to God’s providence.
Nothing!” “If you want to make an
about the homily and the way in which
In
the
Presentation
of
the
Gifts
the
offering, do so, but it is not paid for.”
it is meant to continue the discourse
between Christ and his people, “guiding Christian faithful present the bread and
Pope Francis elevates the Lord’s
the assembly, and the preacher, to a wine to the priest as a spiritual offering Prayer over other Christian prayers. In
life-changing communion with Christ of their “praise, suffering, prayer and it we pray like Jesus, allowing those
in the Eucharist.” The homily should work” where they “are united with those same sentiments that resonated in
be prepared in a spirit of prayer, should of Christ and with his total offering, and Christ to resonate in us. The Pope asks
not exceed ten minutes and should be so acquire a new value.” In making this us: “Do you have a relationship with
offering, and uniting it to the sacrifice
welcomed with open hearts.
this Father (who loves us)?” It is in this
In his second set of reflections on
the Mass, Pope Francis continues to
emphasize a theology of encounter
with Christ in Word and Eucharist.
We gather precisely to hear God speak
to us and to encounter him in his selfoffering. “It occurs “live””, the Pope
tells us, and “we must listen.”

Pope Francis recommends a period of
silence after the homily in recognition
that it is Christ who effects change and
so to allow the fullness of God’s Word
to germinate within us. This period of
silence is followed by the Creed, our
faith response, and the Prayers of the
Faithful, which puts that same faith into
further action by entrusting our needs

August, 2018
relationship that we entrust ourselves
to his providence (our daily bread) and
enter into that fraternal love that calls
us to forgiveness and to work for peace.
Pope Francis opens his reflection on
the Communion Rite by asking: “If you
do not water your life with prayer and
the sacraments, will you bear Christian
fruit?” The Eucharist nourishes that
“intimate union with Christ, the source
of joy and holiness.” It should also
spur us on to examine our lives and to
avail ourselves of the opportunity to
celebrate God’s mercy in the Sacrament
of Reconciliation. It is there that Jesus
never tires in forgiving us. “After
communion, silent prayer helps us to
treasure in our hearts the gift which we
have received.”
“As it began with the sign of the
cross,” Pope Francis concludes, “it is
again in the name of the Trinity that
the Mass, that is the liturgical action,
is sealed.” He compares the Mass
to a grain of wheat that continues to
grow in ordinary life. “It grows and
matures in good deeds, in the attitudes
that assimilate us to Jesus.” “Regularly
approaching the Eucharistic Banquet
renews, strengthens and deepens the
bond with the Christian community to
which we belong.” “Lastly, partaking
in the Eucharist commits us to others,
especially the poor, teaching us to pass
from the flesh of Christ to the flesh of our
brothers and sisters, in whom he waits
to be recognized, served, honoured and
loved by us.”

VOCATION

The Kingdom of God is Like a Seed
By Fr. Bart van Roijen

Most of us, when we think of a
kingdom, imagine a castle, a monarch, a
vast empire and an armed force to protect
it. Very few of us would think of a seed
that is planted in the ground, small and
insignificant, but possessing the power
to transform the world.
The Kingdom of God begins as a
seed in every successive generation and
in every single person. From the days
of Abraham to the days of Samuel, from
the days of the early Church to modern
times, the seed continues to be sown
by the one who has sown it from the
beginning. And, in every age, he calls
forth growth, by the sound of his voice
and the gift of his Spirit.
Some seeds sprout quickly, others do

not and some lay dormant for most of
their lives. In all cases, God is patient.
He knows the nature of each seed and
he knows the potential enclosed in each
one. He tends to them all, even the ones
who are sown on rocky soil or in the
midst of thistles and thorns. Some he
coaxes lest they remain encased in their
own hard shell. He eagerly sets out for
the work ahead.
Some have asked me: “how do you
discern God’s Call?” The question
seems so daunting, so impossible to
answer. We lack the patience that God
displays. We are given a seed, the plant
comes later. Water the seed through
prayerful listening, examine your heart,
to see if it is true, and allow his voice to

direct you in all things. In time the seed
will grow.
“Teach us how to pray,” the disciples
ask. Notice how Jesus teaches them to
pray as he prays. The Lord’s Prayer is
not a formula of words, but an intimate
relationship between a beloved child and
their Father, whereby the child is called
to dispose themselves to the providential
love of the Father and desire to imitate the
Father in his most important work: the
ministry of healing and reconciliation.
But lest we get ahead of ourselves,
the Kingdom of God is like a seed. The
seed of God’s Word sown richly and
generously, the seed of God’s Word
that brings life to the world, the seed of
God’s Word that produces in abundance,
in every age and in all places. And
just as seeds have the power to crack
pavement and shatter the foundations

of earthly kingdoms, the seed has the
potency to soften hearts and penetrate
the most stubborn will. We may want to
fight against it, but eventually the seed
prevails.
The Kingdom of God is like a seed.
There is no more suitable metaphor or
more powerful image. Much like the
Sacraments, the blood of the martyrs or
the life of a Saint, the seed may seem
small and insignificant, as harmless as
a child in a manger, but, by the grace
of God, it has the power to call us to
holiness, our response to God’s love for
us.
Reflection Questions: - “How is
God’s Call like a seed?”
- “How do I nurture God’s Call on a
daily basis?”
- “How receptive am I towards God’s
Call?”
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Parish Family and Friends
Holy Cross Church, Creston, B.C.

CWL soup lunche

on.

Mother’s Day Dinner and Dance.
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Ordination to the Diaconate
Salomon Rene Beguel
June 11, 2018
Immaculate Conception Parish
Kelowna, BC
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Baptism, a Priceless Gift.

By Fr. Sylvester Obi Ibekwe
Recently, we had a baptism in our
parish. Following the baptism was a
party during which a young boy said
to me, “That baptism really looked
expensive.” “Why did you say that?”
I asked him. “It just looks expensive
to me,” he reiterated. I smiled and
told him that baptism is free. He
does not have to pay anything to be
baptized. Off he went to tell his mom.
He came back and the question and
answer session continued. He looks
forward to being baptized someday.

Of course,baptism is free, but
reflecting on the event of that
day, I dare to say that baptism is

Why did he say,“That baptism
really looked expensive?” Was there
something he saw that the rest of us
did not see? The Scripture says that
God reveals the secret of the kingdom
to little children (Matthew 11:25).
Was there something that God was
revealing to the young boy?

Santo celebrates hi
s first communion
with his family
and Fr. Obi at Hol
y Cross Church in
Creston.
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‘expensive’ or rather it is priceless.
There is no amount of money that can
buy baptism.
At every baptism, the priest asks
the parents of the child,what do you
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ask of God’s Church for your child?
The parents say, “Baptism or eternal
life”. Baptism….Eternal life… St.
John puts it beautifully in the Gospel.
Eternal life is this – ‘to know you
the one true God and Jesus whom
you
sent’
(John
17:3).
By asking for
baptism,
the
parents
are
asking
for
the
greatest
gift for their
child. They are
praying
that
their child may
come to know
Jesus
and
connect with
Him in a deep
and personal
way.

ation
the sacrament of Confirm
Bishop Greg conferred
8.
y
Creston on Ma
at Holy Cross Church in
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Priests Annual Retreat in Cache Creek, BC
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Sister Chrysta served as a teacher at the following schools:St. Patrick
Elementary School in Olyphant, PA, from 1948 to 1949; St. John Elementary School
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Highlights of Bishop Gregory Bittman’s Installation
Seventh Bishop of the Diocese of Nelson
April 25, 2018
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