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BISHOP’S MESSAGE

“Let the same mind be in you that was in
Christ Jesus...”
(Philippians 2:5)

in which you individually
experience life, it changes the
way you view and experience
people and the world around
you. If committed human
relationships can have such
a profound effect, how much
more a relationship with Jesus!
We see this happening in the life
of Jesus and his first disciples.
In chapter six of the Gospel
of John, Jesus challenges his
disciples, asking them if they
truly wish to follow him or to
take another path in life: “Do
you also wish to go away?”
(Jn 6: 66). Peter replies for all
of them: “Lord, to whom can
we go? You have the words
of eternal life. We have come
to believe and know that you
are the Holy One of God” (Jn
6: 68-69) At this point, Peter
could not understand, and in
fact feared, what Jesus was
teaching! Yet, he profoundly
trusted the person of Jesus
and committed himself wholeheartedly to discipleship.
Walking with Jesus, “the mind
of Christ” grew within him.
Likewise, when we faithfully
walk with Jesus in the paths of
life, “the mind of Christ” will
grow in us. We will come to
embrace His “relational way of
viewing the world” (LF, 27).

Bishop John Corriveau, OFM Cap.
Dear sisters and brothers,
“Let the same mind be in
you that was in Christ Jesus”
(Philippians 2:5). When St. Paul
exhorts us to have the “mind of
Christ” he is referring to much
more than a revolution in our
manner of thinking! St. Paul
describes the “mind” of Christ:
“(Christ) emptied himself ...
being born in human likeness
... he became obedient to the
point of death – even death on
a cross” (Philippians 2:7-8).

Jesus did not simply make an
intellectual or an ideological
choice. Rather, Jesus committed
himself wholly - to the point of
death! Paul tells us that the gift
of faith must create in us this
mind of Christ Jesus: “Let the
same mind be in you that was
in Christ Jesus”! What does
it mean to have the “mind of
Christ Jesus” and how does
this “mind” grow in us?
Pope Francis points the
way. He tells us that “love ...

is a relational way of viewing
the world, which then becomes
a form of shared knowledge,
vision through the eyes of
another and a shared vision
of all that exists” (LF, 27).
All of us can verify this from
personal experience. Those of
you who have lived committed
married love for five, ten or
fifty years can verify that this
relationship goes way beyond
the lives of two people. This
relationship alters the manner

“The mind of Christ”
empowers us to commit
ourselves as wholly to others
as Jesus has committed himself
to us. Speaking recently to
young engaged couples in St.
Peter’s Square, Pope Francis
made reference to the fear of
couples today to consider lifetime commitments in marriage,
embracing instead the mentality,
“We will stay together for as
long as our love lasts”. In this
manner, he said, marriage itself
becomes part of our “throw-

away culture”. Pope Francis
invited the young couples to
found their relationship on
the solid rock of mutual faith
in Jesus Christ - committing
themselves not simply to make
their marriage endure but,
walking together with Christ
– taking on His “relational way
of viewing the world” – and
so experience the exhilaration
of a self-giving love which
deepens and matures with each
passing day.
“The mind ... that was in
Christ Jesus” caused him “(to
be) born in human likeness”
(Philippians 2: 5, 7). Pope
Francis tells us that the
consequence of God’s total gift
of self to the world in Jesus
Christ is that every human
being is a prolongation of the
God’s incarnation (Evangelii
Gaudium, 179). This is the
deepest meaning of chapter 25
of the Gospel of St. Matthew
where Jesus teaches us very
concretely about our work for
justice in the world. He speaks
about feeding the hungry,
clothing the naked, welcoming
strangers and refugees, visiting
the sick and those in prison.
Jesus concludes: “Truly I tell
you, just as you did it to one
of the least of these who are
members of my family, you
did it to me” (Matt. 25: 40).
A disciple’s work for justice
is not a battle of ideologies, it
is a compassionate embrace of
our brothers and sisters and a
service to Christ who identifies
himself completely with those
who suffer.
“Let the same mind be in
you that was in Christ Jesus”
(Philippians 2:5). This is an
invitation to learn to love
compassionately as Jesus
loved and, in ...continued on p4
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Young Catholics
abandoning faith
By Ramon Gonzales
Reprinted with permission from
Western Catholic Reporter

Young Catholics abandoning faith...
and they may not come back. Where
are the young Catholic people? One out
of two of those who were raised in the
faith no longer attend Mass.

in Canada at the present time they are
switching to ‘spiritual, but not religious’
to ‘I have no religion’ to ‘agnostic’ or
‘atheist.’”

They are not switching to other
churches but when asked about their
faith, they call themselves spiritual but
not religious. Some call themselves
agnostic or atheists. “In Canada we are
losing a lot of them during childhood
and the youth years,” lamented James
Penner, a sociologist at the University
of Lethbridge.

Young people nowadays want to
know if faith works for them personally.
The way they answer that question is
‘Do my own prayers get answered? Do
I feel the love of God?’ If they don’t
feel their prayers are being answered,
they simply leave, said Penner. “A
sociologist by the name of Christian
Smith says millennials are picking up a
mutant faith because they view God as
the divine lifeguard on the beach,” he
said. “I get to play my life however I
want but when I am I trouble God will
bail me out.

“Where do they go? They go to
work, they go to partying, they sleep in
Saturday night and don’t come Sunday
morning. They go to sports and music.
There are lots of things competing with
their faith community involvement.”

“So what happens is God doesn’t bail
him out because he doesn’t play by our
rules, and they think then that the faith
doesn’t work. They walk away because
they have not been trained well for the
dark night of the soul.”

The very new word in 2013 is
“selfie,” Penner pointed out. “It’s all
about me rather than it’s all about God.
So the pressure on the young people is
intense and we don’t realize that their
faith is getting secularized.”

The second question young people
ask is “Does the faith work for my
mom and dad?” What they find is many
boomers who grew up with a Catholic
or Protestant faith have actually bought
into the capitalist consumer story
themselves and they are not living by
the faith. “The kids pick it up and say,
‘faith doesn’t seem that important to
mom and dad, why should it be that
important to me?’”

Moreover, parents are not modeling
the faith and so young adults are taking
their cues from secular society.
Immigration, Penner thinks, is
what is helping the Catholic Church to
stay revitalized. “Filipinos and Latin
Americans are coming in with Catholic
faith, but once you look at the second
and third generation, that secularizing
influence is hitting the children.”
Penner, a Mennonite, is the author of
Hemorrhaging Faith, a 2011 study of
young people commissioned by the
Evangelical Fellowship of Canada. In
the study, he and his team interviewed
72 people, aged 18-34, who were raised
Christian. Using the insights from the
interviews, Angus Reid conducted a
survey answered by 2,049 people in
the same age group. The sample ranged
from Roman Catholic to Evangelical.
In an interview Jan. 24, Penner said
the thinking that “once Catholic, always
Catholic” is no longer valid.
“Our research is not suggesting they
will all come back when they (marry
and) have children,” he said. “The
secularizing influences are so strong

The parish plays a vital role in
retaining young people. If young
people feel valued in a parish they will
want to stay and get involved. If they
feel isolated, lonely and undervalued,
leaving seems like a good option.
“If there is warmth in my parish,
if there is vibrancy, I should see it,”
young people say. “It should be making
a difference in my community; it should
be making a difference in my own life.
It should be touching the world.”
Penner quoted a young girl who said
that in her parish “everybody leaves
their coats on (during Mass). We don’t
even know each other. They just come,
get served and leave.” This means, no
value is placed on socializing. “The
young people say, ‘Hey, if this really is
a colony of heaven, we should feel it. It
should make that level of difference in
our lives’ and if it does, they stay.”
The Bible is also important to young

people. “If they see the Bible as an
amazing love story that they get to
enter, they want in,” Penner said. “But
if they see it as a set of rules they must
subscribe to in order to stay out of hell,
they want out.”

Home, parish, school
Getting young people back and
keeping them in Church is a job for
the home, the parish and the school,
stressed Penner. “We have to give them
opportunities to serve and we have to
value them and motivate them.”
When our children say they want to
quit school because they have a parttime job or because they want to play
hockey or to party, parents immediately
put their foot down and say, “No; you
have to get an education.”
The same does not happen when
children want to stop going to church,
lamented Penner. “Why do we accept
that faith formation is not as important
as public school education?” Added
Penner: “It’s something that has to start
at infancy, which means part of what we
need to do is re-educate ourselves as to
how important this is.”
Andrew Papenbrock, the director of
Youth Evangelization for the Edmonton
Archdiocese, believes Penner’s views
are essentially correct.
“The biggest gap that’s growing is the
young people who don’t believe and who
are not affiliated to a Church,” he said.
“So when we talk about evangelization,
what we are seeing is that some of the
people we are dealing with have never
heard the Gospel message.”
Papenbrock said in many cases the
young people stopped going to Church
because their parents stopped. When
they get to middle school or high school
they don’t see the relevance of going to
church.
“They are not even leaving, as
much as they never came,” he said.
This gives us a chance to re-evaluate
our communities, he added. “Are we a
welcoming community? Do the youth
walk in and feel they want to become a
part of it? We know that youth want to
belong and we know that young parents
want a place for their kids to belong to.
So how are we doing that?
Papenbrock said given that it is
parents who set the priorities for their
youngsters in middle school, “the
challenge for us as churches is to
reach out to the parents and the family
together.”
We have to start by welcoming
families in the parish, he said. At a recent
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conference he learned that one-third of
a youth minister’s time should be spent
working with teens and another third
should be spent developing relationships
with parents. The other third should be
spent developing the leaders within the
Church.
Mike Landry, a former parish youth
minister who now serves as chaplain
for Evergreen Catholic Schools, agrees
with much of what Penner says.
“Your family forms so much of
who you are, like it or not,” he says.
“If the family you are in has no sense
of belief, it is a lot harder to come up
with it on your own. There is the odd
student who will come to faith without
parental support but without some kind
of a family it is very had to keep them
(in church).”

Feeling of welcome
Landry says young people fail to see
the relevance of Church in their lives.
“They come to church and from their
perspective it is the same thing every
week; the homily is not really relevant
to them, they don’t understand what’s
going on in the ...continued on p12
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from page 2... this manner,
to embrace His relational
way of embracing all of the
relationships of our lives.
This is the work of grace.
St. Bonaventure wrote about
embracing the “mind of
Christ Jesus” in a marvelous
poem in his treatise: The
Soul’s Journey into God”:
“But if you wish to know how
these things come about,
Ask grace, not instruction,
Desire, not understanding,
The groaning of prayer,
not diligent reading,
The Spouse, not the teacher,
God, not man,
Darkness, not clarity,
Not light but the fire
That totally inflames and
carries us into God... .
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Vatican says no excuse for sexual abuse
Vatican City (VIS) –
Archbishop Silvano Tomasi,
C.S., Permanent Observer of
the Holy See to the United
Nations in Geneva, spoke
this morning before the
Committee on the Convention
of the Rights of the Child
(CRC). He presented the
Holy See’s periodic report on
this issue.
“The
protection
of
children remains a major
concern for contemporary
society and for the Holy
See,” the prelate said. “...
Abusers are found among
members of the world’s
most respected professions,
most regrettably, including
members of the clergy and
other church personnel. ...”

Ask not
The ETERNAL
How to fly
How to fish
How to swim

“Confronted with this
reality, the Holy See has
carefully delineated policies
and procedures designed to
help eliminate such abuse
and to collaborate with
respective State authorities to
fight against this crime. The
Holy See is also committed
to listen carefully to victims
of abuse and to address the
impact such situations have
on survivors of abuse and
on their families. The vast
majority of church personnel
and institutions on the local
level have provided, and
continue to provide, a wide
variety of services to children
by educating them, and by
supporting their families,
and by responding to their
physical, emotional, and
spiritual needs. Egregious
crimes of abuse committed
against
children
have
rightly been adjudicated and
punished by the competent
civil authorities in the
respective countries.”

Ask the ETERNAL
Instead
How to save
Even
One small creature
That has fallen
In your fallen world.

“Therefore, the response
of the Holy See to the sad
phenomenon of the sexual
abuse of minors has been
articulated
in
different
ambits. On the level of the
Holy See, as the Sovereign
of Vatican City State, the

This fire is God,
and his furnace is
in Jerusalem,
and Christ enkindles it
In the heat of his burning
passion.
Fraternally in Christ,
+John Corriveau, OFMCap.
February 22, 2014
Bishop of Nelson
Feast of the Chair of
St. Peter, Apostle

Ask for
nothing
By Marjorie D. Roessler

response to sexual abuse has
been in accord with its direct
responsibility over the territory
of Vatican City State. In this
regard, special legislation has
been enacted to implement
international legal obligations,
and covers the State, and its
tiny population.”
“On the international level,
the Holy See has taken concrete
action by the ratification of
the Convention on the Rights
of the Child in 1990. In 2000,
the Holy See acceded to the
Optional Protocol on the Sale
of Children, Child Prostitution,
and Child Pornography, as well
as the Optional Protocol on
the Involvement of Children
in Armed Conflict. The
Holy See then promotes and
encourages these international
instruments.”
“At the same time, the Holy
See as the central organ of the
Catholic Church has formulated
guidelines to facilitate the work
of the local Churches to develop
effective measures within their
jurisdiction and in conformity
with canonical legislation.”
“Local Churches, taking
into account the domestic law
in their respective countries,
have developed guidelines and
monitored their implementation
with the aim of preventing any
additional abuse and dealing
promptly with it, in accordance
with national law whenever
it occurs....The result of the
combined action taken by local

Churches and by the Holy See
presents a framework that,
when properly applied, will
help eliminate the occurrence
of child sexual abuse by clergy
and other church personnel.”
The Permanent Observer
explained that “the Holy
See’s ‘Periodic Report on
the CRC’ is divided into four
Parts: Part I deals with general
considerations, including the
nature of the Holy See as a
subject of international law. Part
II responds to the concluding
observations of the Committee
to the Holy See’s Initial Report,
and, in particular, questions
concerning reservations; the
Committee’s four principles and
the duties and rights of parents,
the education of girls, education
about health, and education
on the CRC. The Holy See
also discusses the principles it
promotes concerning the rights
and duties of the child within
the context of the family. Part
III presents the international
contributions of the Holy See in
advancing and promoting basic
principles recognized in the
CRC on a full range of issues
pertaining to children (e.g., the
family, adoption, children with
disabilities; health and welfare;
leisure and culture; and special
measures to protect children,
including questions pertaining
to sexual abuse, drug addiction,
children living on the streets and
minority groups). Finally, Part
IV addresses the implementation
of the Convention in Vatican

Online Undergraduate
Programs
Certificate of Theology

10 course program.
Fully online PT over 2 years.

Diploma of Theology

20 course program.
Fully online PT over 4 years.

Newman Theological College

City State.”
“In the end, there is no
excuse,” the prelate repeated,
“for any form of violence or
exploitation of children. Such
crimes can never be justified,
whether committed in the home,
in schools, in community and
sports programs, or in religious
organizations and structures.
This is the long-standing policy
of the Holy See....For this
reason, the Holy See, and local
Church structures in all parts
of the world, are committed
to holding inviolable the
dignity and entire person of
every child—body, mind, and
spirit.”
“Pope Benedict XVI,” the
prelate concluded, “speaking
to the Bishops of Ireland in
2006 had these important
words to say: ‘In the exercise
of your pastoral ministry,
you have had to respond in
recent years to many heartrending cases of sexual abuse
of minors. These are all the
more tragic when the abuser
is a cleric.’ ... Likewise, Pope
Francis clearly ... undertook
new action and has announced
the creation of a Commission
for the Protection of Minors,
with the aim of proposing new
initiatives for the development
of safe environment programs
for children and improving
efforts for the pastoral care for
victims of abuse around the
world.”

From: vatican.va

Online Faith Formation
Courses
Benedict VXI Institute for New Evangelization

Foundations in Faith I & II
Certificate in Liturgy
Certificate in Pastoral Care
Certificate in Social Justice
Certificate in Youth
Evangelization
www.newman.edu
Bursaries Available
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St. Francis guides sister, priest and parishioners
By Anne Strachan

St. Francis of Assisi Church
in Revelstoke is located near the
downtown core. Father Aaron
de Dios, the current parish
priest, is from the Philippines,
the Diocese of Legazpi in the
province of Albay in the Bicol
region. Fr. Aaron says daily
Mass in Revelstoke except on
Monday and Tuesday when he’s
away serving parish missions
(Edgewood, Fauquier, and
Nakusp).
The Ladies of St. Francis
– their official name rather
than Catholic Women’s League
– organize various events such
as a Fall Bazaar, Spring Tea, and
funeral receptions. They organize
church cleaning and decorating.
The Knights of Columbus host
pancake breakfasts, and recently,
net proceeds from this event
went to the Typhoon Disaster
Relief Fund to help people in the
Philippines. A major fundraising
event takes place in autumn: the
Apple Pie Bee where a large
number of parishioners prepare
and sell up to 1,500 pies. Both
men and women are involved in
this two-day event.
An ongoing presence in
the Revelstoke community
is Sister Cecilia Hensel, SA.
Before coming to Revelstoke,
Sr. Cecilia lived in a variety of
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PA R I S H N E W S

places, ministering with the
Sisters of the Atonement, a group
of Franciscan nuns. Born in
Edmonton, she lived her vocation
in the United States for many
years – New York, New Jersey,
Maine – before heading to New
Brunswick. She then moved to
Vancouver’s Downtown Eastside
to a Franciscan convent where
she helped provide daily food,
clothing, and spiritual support
to homeless and marginal
people. These Franciscan sisters
ministered there for eighty-five
years; they closed their doors in
2011 due to lack of vocations.
(The Missionaries of Charity,
started by Mother Teresa, are
there now).

senior housing complex, at some
point she may come full circle
and return to Edmonton. There’s
a retirement house there which
just happens to be next door to a
women’s shelter.

St. Mary’s,
Slocan, new
altar getting
stuck in
the door.

Sr. Cecilia and Fr. Aaron are
present and active within the
Revelstoke community. To quote
St. Francis of Assisi: “Preach
the gospel at all times, and when
necessary, use words.”

Ministering in Revelstoke for
twenty-five years, Sr. Cecilia
feels called to be available and
present to people, to patiently
listen and walk with them on
their journey. She visits the sick
and shut-ins; she is an active
religious education coordinator.
But one might just as easily
find her in the sacristy helping
decorate for a special occasion.
The number of young
people involved in parish life
is declining. In this time of
transition, Sr. Cecilia continues to
listen to both Catholics and nonCatholics in Revelstoke as they
voice their feelings, thoughts and
concerns. Currently living in a

Celebrating Stan Latos
By Fr. Bart van Roijen

St. Rita’s Parish in Fruitvale repainted the interior walls
of the Church & had new carpet installed through
the fundraising efforts of the Ladies Auxiliary with
the support of parishioners.

On April 26, Stan Latos will
celebrate his 90th birthday.
Born and raised in Fernie,
BC by Polish immigrants,
Stan has lived here all his
life. He remembers attending
the Catholic School operating
in Fernie until 1956. He also
remembers many of the
priests who made Fernie their
home, including the late Frs.

Cheevers and Barnes.
Stan began his working
life underground at Coal
Creek. He is not only known
for his strong work ethic and
his daily walks around the
community, but for his lively
and deep faith.
Stan is celebrated for his
contribution to Holy Family
Parish as a Sacristan, a Reader
and a long-time Greeter. On

Sunday mornings, he still
climbs the stairs to the choir
loft, stooped but steady, to
ring the church bell. He helps
the parish secretary in picking
up the daily mail, running the
odd errand and preparing the
Mountain Star for mailing.
This quiet, self-effacing and
generous man is dearly loved
by all parishioners. Happy
birthday Stan. Ad multos
annos.
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EDITORIAL

Ridiculous

Did you know...

On February 4, 2014 I helped a couple, who celebrated their 50th
wedding anniversary last November 16, 2013, request for a parchment of
Apostolic Blessing from the Apostolic Nunciature in Ottawa.

Eucharistic celebrations
and town hall meetings

The couple, parishioners of the Cathedral of Mary Immaculate, wanted
to have the Apostolic Blessing framed and displayed in their living room
as a happy reminder of their fifty years together.

In February, Bishop John Corriveau, OFMCap has been
visiting parishes throughout the Diocese. By the end of
March, hopefully all the parishes will have been able to
celebrate Eucharist and have a Town Hall meeting with
Bishop John. After Easter, administering the sacrament of
Confirmation will bring him again to most of the parishes.
Bishop Cooney will be assisting with Confirmation in five
parishes this year.

In my letter to the Apostolic Nunciature I mentioned that the couple “are
practicing Catholics”, and recommended their request for an Apostolic
Blessing. I wrote that the language of the parchment should be English,
and I enclosed the cheque of $50.00 for type A parchment.
Several days later, I received a letter from the Apostolic Nunciature,
dated February 11, 2014, returning the payment, and stating that my
“request cannot be accepted, since the aforesaid Wedding Anniversary
has already occurred”. However, a counsellor of the Apostolic Nunciature
“was pleased to send to the couple medals blessed by the Holy Father
Francis”.
A parishioner who learned about the letter of rejection remarked, “It is
stupid. What’s the difference between before and after? Is the Apostolic
Nunciature so rigid in its norms that it cannot bend a little to accommodate
the request of simple parishioners?”
“Perhaps”, she added, “it is about time we stop this practice of buying
Apostolic Blessings!”
– CB

Priests’ study days
The Priests’ Study Days, March 10 (eve) to March 13
(morning) focused on Family Life, in advance of the
Synod of the Family called by Pope Francis for October
2014. Sisters and selected lay leaders from family life
organizations joined the priests for the sessions.

Clergy retreat
The annual retreat for clergy of the diocese will take
place May 19 to 23 at the Cache Creek retreat center in
neighbouring Kamloops Diocese. Pray for our priests
during this special time.

Diocesan Native
Ministry Committee
This group, co-chaired by Sr. Shelley Grant, Native
Minister for the Okanagan First Nations people, and Mary
Richardson, Native Minister for the First Nations peoples
of the Kootenays) is composed at the moment of diocesan
staff that have connections to the First Nations people of
the Diocese. As soon as is feasible, representatives of the
three First Nations groups in the Diocese will be added
to the committee. The committee is currently working
on a brochure, a prayer card for Our Lady of Guadalupe,
Patroness of the Americas and native peoples, for circulation
in the parishes and reserves, and a double-page article for
the next issue of the Catholic Mountain Star.

Cover image:
St. Mary School, Cranbrook
Grade One students.
Fr. Aaron de Dios, parishioners,
and visitors at Our Lady of Lourdes
Parish, Nakusp gather close to the
altar at Christmas to celebrate the
birth of Jesus with joyful hearts.
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D & P council members
meet in Rossland
By Barb and Wes Towle

The
Diocesan
council
for
Development and Peace held it’s
winter meeting in Sacred Heart Parish,
Rossland on the weekend of February
6 - 9. Discussions were focused on
the upcoming Share Lent theme: One
Human Family, Food for All.
D & P’s campaign is part of Caritas
Internationalis’ global anti-hunger
project and is a response to the fact that
one billion people are still suffering from
hunger - that’s one in eight members of
the entire human family. Delegates were
asked to look at the causes of world
hunger. Poverty is the main cause, and it
is being exacerbated by climate changes,
armed conflict and unfair control of land,
seeds and water by a few multinational
corporations. Development and Peace
is working to respond to hunger: both
in the face of humanitarian crises, but
also through long term strategies. From
providing food after a disaster like
Typhoon Haiyan in the Philippines,
to extended support and advocacy for
small-scale farmers around the globe.

You are
invited
By Rev. Gabriel

Social etiquette prompts people
to follow certain protocols in our
interactions such as sending an
invitation to attend a party, banquet,
gathering, function or an event. We
normally invite our family to share
our oneness and belonging, friends to
express or reciprocate our good will and
appreciation, and strangers to acquaint,
to get to know or to associate with them.
Dinners, Parties, banquets, dances and
spending quality time over a cup of
coffee, drinks, or tea provide abundant
opportunities for social life, which may
open up new vistas and help bloom
into a lasting friendship or relationship.
Everyday human beings are surprised
by these invitations.
I had one such startling experience
when Pat invited me for the Senior

Development and Peace is working to
ensure that all people can put food on
their family’s table.
As well as looking forward to
the Share Lent campaign, members
discussed this year’s Fall Action and
watched “Defensora” and “Gold Fever”,
both excellent films on the devastation
caused by foreign mining operations in
Guatemala. On Saturday evening, the
group was addressed by some nursing
students from Selkirk college who had
travelled to Guatemala last year and
met face to face with people directly
affected by the unfair mining practices
in that country.
On Sunday morning following mass,
Chairpersons Wes and Barb Towle
presented Development and Peace’s
Certificate of Honor to long time active
members of the diocesan Council,
Joyce and Mike Bourchier of Rossland.
The Burchier’s have, for many years,
worked tirelessly on behalf of social
justice and peace and certainly deserved
the recognition.

Dinner the other day. It was an eventful
fellowship with the town’s folk in a
festive setting. On the other day Lorraine
surprised me with a dish full of cooked
chicken. It was not only bounteous,
but also tastefully delicious. While I
savoured her dish, I was deeply intrigued
to ponder over the invitation extended in
the gospels of Mathew 22:1-14 and Luke
14:15-24 “Come to the banquet, You are
invited.” As we near Spring, we invite
people for Spring Tea. After a while, in
Summer, we eagerly wait for the arrival
of our family, friends and acquaintances
to join our BBQ’s to share our cooking
expertise. Around Fall, we have our Fall
Dinners and towards Winter we have
our Dance and Christmas Banquets with
the long expected break, vacation and
holidays.
Occasionally people may not
respond to our invitations. Sometimes
the invitation may not bring the desired
result as it is narrated in the above
passages of the gospels. People are free
to excuse themselves depending on their
circumstances. We human beings send
out invitations only to those whom we

Diocesan Council Members with Fr. Joseph, Pastor of Rossland,
standing 4th from the right.

Caritas Internationalis and
CCODP to focus on World Hunger
The
Canadian
Catholic
Organization for Development and
Peace (CCODP) joined Caritas
Internationalis in a special focus
on world hunger. It began with the
launching of “wave of prayer” on

like, love, or would be our friends
and acquaintances in the future.
Probably we are selective in choosing
people for our gatherings and events.
Whereas the Almighty God, Creator
and Sustainer of this universe,
extends invitation to all people
irrespective of all our affiliation,
culture, ethnicity, colour, religion or
language. Universal invitation to all
people: “Come to the banquet, You
are invited”. God’s invitation is an
invitation of grace. Do we accept and
respond with receptivity or do we
reject and discard with our frivolous
excuses? Can we make God’s
invitation a priority and be zealous
about it? Shall we be positively
receptive to honour this wonderful
invitation, “Come to the Banquet,
you are invited”. Can we reach out to
those who never receive any kind of
invitation from any one in the coming
days?

International Human Rights Day.
The campaign theme by Caritas
Internationalis, “One human family,
food for all”, is also the Development
and Peace theme for the 2014 Share
Lent Campaign.

The joy of the
gospel: first
Apostolic
Exhortation by
Pope Francis
Pope Francis has issued his first
Apostolic
Exhortation,
Evangelii
Gaudium, “The Joy of the Gospel”,
on the proclamation of the Gospel in
today’s world. The text is addressed
to the Bishops, clergy, consecrated
persons and lay faithful, announced by
the Press Office of the Holy See. The
Holy Father already gave a copy of his
Exhortation to 36 representatives of the
Church during the Closing Mass for the
Year of Faith. The main chapters of the
Exhortation are on the following themes:
the Church’s missionary transformation;
the crisis of communal commitment; the
proclamation of the Gospel; the social
dimension of evangelization; and Spiritfilled evangelizers.
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You can
be proud
of our
Catholic
schools
By Sandra De Pieri

The Catholic Schools in the Nelson
Diocese celebrated Catholic Schools
Week from February 2 to 8.
At Our Lady of Lourdes Elementary
in West Kelowna, the week was full of
community-building events, beginning
with 11am Mass where the students
participated as School Choir, Student
Lectors, Ushers and Greeters. Mass was
followed by free Continental Breakfast
at the school, students displayed
artwork, and our Music Club and Band
entertained the crowd.
During the week we invited parents
in to play volleyball and have lunch
with their students, we held a talent
show and science fair, and even spent
one of the days on the slopes tubing at a
local ski resort.
So what do we have to celebrate?
We acknowledge all the amazing things
that are going on in Catholic Schools
throughout the year, which set us apart
as facilities of faith, love, and a social
conscience.
We engage the children’s social
conscience by supporting several
charitable outreaches all year. Our charity
of choice is a Catholic organization
called Holy Childhood Association,
which assists needy children throughout
the world. Over the course of the year,
each class at Our Lady of Lourdes plans
one fun fundraising activity in support
of the HCA.
The Kindergarten class sold Hot
Chocolate for one lunch hour. Then,
some other students felt strongly that
they wanted to do more for children in
need, so they took over and continued
the sales for the entire month. This was
a wonderful testament to what happens
when we empower children to do what
they can. So far this year the students
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have raised $418.05 for needy children.
Last Christmas was another heart
warming display of community
outreach, when each class delivered
Christmas hampers for the St. Vincent
de Paul Society, and packed shoebox
gifts for Operation Christmas Child.
The organizers are always so impressed
by the generosity of our families.
Among other charitable activities are
the Terry Fox run for cancer research,
Jump Rope for the Heart and Stroke
Foundation, and monthly donations of
toiletries needed by the St. Vincent de
Paul Society.
In addition, we proudly share our
talents of music, art, and athletic talents
with our community. Each year, our
annual talent show provides a showcase
for our budding stars, and we also
host two major drama productions.
An elaborate performance is put on by
our drama club in the spring, and our
Christmas play has become a feature
production, attended by both school
and parish families and friends. Many
people have told us that each year they
look forward to the strong Christian
message that has become harder to find
in most school Christmas concerts.
Our Lady of Lourdes Elementary
in West Kelowna is so proud of a high
level of athletics and a strong focus on
academic standing, but we also celebrate
a visible social conscience, which makes
us - and our fellow Catholic Schools exceptional.

Impressions
of an international
student’s parent
With the start of our push to
recruit international students, we’ve
had some positive results. Our
first recruited international student
arrived this month, 4 more students
are already pre-registered for the
2014-15 school year, and more are
lining up to get in to Immac.
Why are things going so well?
I’d like to think it’s because we’ve
taken a slow and measured approach,
ensuring that all our ducks are in a
row. But I think it’s more than that.
Recently, Mr. Cai, our new
international
student’s
father
visited the school and reflected
on his experience. Below are his
impressions.
As a father of international
student from China, I took the
chance to accompany my daughter
to Kelowna, stay with [the] school
and host family [for] one week.
Immaculata is a small Catholic
private [independent] high school
with 220 students only. It was kept
tidy and clean everywhere. The

relationship among teachers, staff and
students [is] very harmonious and
friendly. Students are happy, active
and like to help each other. As the sole
international student, my daughter
feels [a]warm welcome and [has] good
arrangements for both study and living.
The principal, Mr. Rob Plaxton,
the International students program
coordinator Mr. Blaine Melnyk, [and]
the counsellor, Mr. Brian Drosdovech
are all warm hearted and professional.
They [gave] us warm hospitality, helped
us settle down quickly and select the
courses. Everything was under good
arrangement and just about perfect.
As for host family, Lisa and Barry,
they are really very nice people and
takes care of my daughter very well, and
their daughter is a lovely girl. I thank
them so much and also wished the two
girls will be good friends soon.
Comparing with most cities in China,
Kelowna is definitely a small city. It is
beautiful and peaceful with good public
security. The people here respect the
environment very well and they [live by]
a clean Okanagan lake. [Here] the sky is
always blue and the clouds are always
white. Even if the city is small, you
can find almost all city functions here,
inclusive of an international airport.

Husky/Mohawk
gas cards
discontinued
Unfortunately, Husky/Mohawk
has decided to discontinue the
incentive program, effective
January 31st, 2014. The Board
of Directors of the Catholic
Independent Schools Nelson
Diocese would like to extend
a sincere thank you to all those
parishioners that have been using
the Husky/Mohawk Gas Cards.
Thanks is also extended to Husky/
Mohawk for having offered this
program to non-profit groups
such as ours.
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2014 -15
Catholic
School
Registration
By Beverly Pulyk

It is the time of year that parents
begin to consider what school they
want their child(ren) to attend next
year. Those of you that have children
ready to begin kindergarten, you are
invited to visit the local Catholic
school. To those of you, who have
children in the public system, please
consider us. The Catholic schools of
the diocese not only offer an excellent
academic education, they do so within
a Catholic framework.
The following questions are often
asked about our schools.
When did Catholic Schools in BC
first come into existence?
Catholic schools first came into
formal existence in the middle of the
1800’s in British Columbia, with the
arrival of the Sisters of St. Anne to
Victoria and Kamloops. Religious
Orders of the day played a dominant
role in establishing Catholic Schools
throughout the province. At that
time, there was a lack of schools
and a need to educate children so the
religious came with a purpose to bring
a Christian education to the youth of
the area. Schools were funded by
donations from the community and
parishioners.
The first school in the Nelson Diocese
was opened in 1859 in Kelowna by
Rev. Charles Pandosy. Some 40 years
later, St. Eugene Mission in the East
Kootenays and St. Joseph School in
Nelson came into existence.
Where are the schools of the Nelson
Diocese located?
There are seven Catholic Schools in
the Diocese (6 elementary and 1 high
school):
• St. Mary’s School,
Cranbrook
• St. Joseph School, Nelson
• St. Michael’s School, Trail
• Holy Cross School,
Penticton
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• Our Lady of Lourdes
School, West Kelowna
• St. Joseph School, Kelowna
• Immaculata Regional
High School, Kelowna.
Are there entrance exams?
There are no entrance exams. Based
on our mission statement, Catholic
schools first accept students from
Catholic families and Catholic
parishes. Other families not of the
Catholic faith but wanting a faithbased education for their child and
who support the Catholic philosophy
are accepted. Catholic schools bring
the Gospel message of Jesus Christ to
all within their walls.
Do you accept children who require
a Learning Assistance and/or Special
Education Program?
Yes, all of our schools accept students
of all ability levels. Principals will
accept students requiring special
assistance into the school following
the procedures outlined in the Catholic
Independent Schools of the Nelson
Diocese (CISND) admissions policy,
provided the appropriate program,
facilities, classroom space and support
personnel are available to meet the
needs of the child.
What qualifications are required of
teachers employed in the schools?
Teachers must be certified by the BC
Teachers Branch of the Ministry of
Education. All of our teachers require
the same education and training and
certification as public school teachers.

visits every two years.
Why are Catholic schools in BC not
publicly funded like the schools in
Alberta, Saskatchewan and Ontario
(where you declare where you want
your property taxes to go)?
This is a historical issue. Education
is a provincial jurisdiction and when
Alberta, Saskatchewan and Ontario
joined Canada, Catholic schools were
publicly funded and have remained so
to this day. All other provinces have
“partial” or “no” funding for Catholic
schools. Thus the need for tuition fees
for our schools.

Feel free to check out the diocesan
schools’ website for more information
www.cisnd.ca. The website provides
such information as: history,
philosophy, curriculum, governance,
useful links and employment
opportunities.
In addition, the
individual school websites can be
accessed through the diocesan school
website.
Should you wish to speak to someone
about our schools, please contact the
local Catholic school in your area or
call the Diocesan Catholic Schools’
Office at 250-762-2905.

What makes Catholic
Schools Special?
By Beverly Pulyk

The first week of February marks the beginning of Catholic Schools’
Week in British Columbia. Each and every year, Catholic schools
throughout the province join together to send a message about the
importance and value of Catholic education. It is also a time to thank
parishioners, parents, volunteers, pastors, and the community at large for
their support. At the same time most schools kick off their registrations
for the following school year. Recently, I asked students and parents
to provide comments on what makes Catholic schools special. The
following is a small sampling of various quotes from a few people in
our diocese:
• We value Catholic education because throughout their years of being
in Catholic schools, our sons have learned the value of faith and they
have no hesitation about speaking openly, sincerely and confidently
about God. They are proud to say they are Catholic (Mark and Kelly
– parents at St. Joseph Kelowna).

Are the teachers part of the BC
Teachers’ Union (BCTF)?

• The relationships among teachers and students are very harmonious
and happy. Students are happy, active and like to help each other
(International parent at Immaculata High School).

Our teachers are not a part of the BC
Teachers Federation (BCTF), as many
of the independent schools in the
province are not unionized.

• Catholic schools are special because students can express their faith
openly and receive feedback. In Catholic schools all topics are set
and done within the understanding of our faith (Alexis - Grade 8
student at Holy Cross Penticton).

Is the BC curriculum followed?

• Catholic faith teaches you how to live effectively and joyously.
Catholic schools are guiding you on this path so you can live a worthy
life. (Rylan – Grade 8 student at Holy Cross Penticton).

Yes.
The curriculum established
by the Ministry of Education must
be taught in order for our schools
to receive 50% funding. All other
Ministry requirements must also be
met (i.e. hours of instruction, health
and safety, records management, etc.).
In addition, all of our students are
required to take Religious Education.
Are your schools evaluated?
All independent schools are evaluated
by the Ministry of Education every six
years and they undergo monitoring

• The school offers each child a quality education by an exceptional
group of caring and loving teachers. The family atmosphere nurtures
the kids academically, morally and emotionally (Lisa – parent at St.
Joseph Nelson).
• It is a wonderful, caring environment where the teachers and staff not
only care about educating the students, they also genuinely care about
each student as an individual person. Lastly is the spiritual element
which we feel is a valuable addition to my son’s growth and learning
(Nicole - parent at St. Joseph Nelson).
Thank you to the various people that have sent in their responses.

9

10

Catholic Mountain Star

Catholic Schools
Week report
By Julia Mason

St. Michael’s School
in Trail, BC, has received
a lot of Love and support
from the local community
this year. The support of
our children and the job
we do has been greatly
appreciated.
In
November,
our
school hosted the third
annual Giving Tree Gala
Event. The elegant dinner
and dance was once again a
huge success and supported
by the community as a
whole, both by attendance
and donations. Each guest
was asked to bring an
unwrapped gift to be given
to local families in need.
These gifts were then sorted
and distributed by the local
RCMP.
The month of February
has been a busy one
indeed. Catholic Schools
Week started off with a live
band at the Sundae Social
where the community was
invited to join and celebrate
faith based education.
Throughout the rest of
the week our basketball
teams hosted games in our
school gym. St. Michael’s
school hosted Ready, Set,
Learn to over 70 students
and their parents. Those in
attendance enjoyed music,
crafts and stories based
on “Pete The Cat” books.
Student Led Conferences
and Staff enjoyed a morning
Retreat at St. Anthony’s
church. In the afternoon,
staff gathered together in
faith by cooking chili and
various Italian sweets for
our church community and
those in need.
The Grade 7 class and
Mrs. Page also sought the
opportunity to be stewards
of the community. The
class hosted a cupcake sale
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for the students on Pajama
Day and raised over $500
for a local woman in need
of support of her rare
medical condition.
Grade 6 and 7 classes
at St. Michael’s School
have enjoyed their days on
the ski hill this last month.
They are busy fundraising
and preparing for their field
trips to the Opera House in
May to see a Broadway
production and the Grade
7’s will also partake in
a year end field trip to
Silverwood
Amusement
Park in Washington.

Service minded
Here is a great quote that
applies to most of us:
“I have been all things
unholy. If God can work
through me, he can work
through anyone.”
~ St. Francis of Assisi
At St. Mary’s Catholic
School, we can say that
doing good work defines
who we are. But it is not
necessarily who we have
always been as individuals.
Earlier in life, we did not all
start out understanding the
importance of consciously

helping others. Nor do we
fully understand or necessarily
appreciate all the people who
helped us during our lives. For
the purpose of helping others
lies not in gaining recognition
for our choice but rather in
the value of the act itself. As
Matthew 6 espouses, “But
when you give alms, do not let
your left hand know what your
right hand is doing so that your
giving may be in secret.”
As a school we have
coordinated
efforts
to
consciously contribute to our
community in efforts to help
others by living our faith. As

a professional staff, we
choose various charities to
either support throughout
the year. Focuses may
include providing basic
needs locally to supporting
children and families in
war-torn countries such
as Sierra. This year, we
are focusing on various
‘service’ initiatives within
Cranbrook. Staff members
will each take a full day to
go out into the community
and contribute their time in
areas of need in which they
identify.

The Kindergarten and
Grade One classrooms
celebrated 100 days of
school this week. Children
counted various collections
of 100 things, imagined
what they would look like at
100 years old, and had lots
of wonderful snacks and
goodies. It was a wonderful
day of Math and learning
activities.
Students at St. Michael’s
are enjoying the use of our
new IPAD lab. A school
family generously donated
20 I Pads to our school as
a gift before the holidays.
Once the I pads were
up and running students
have been using them for
various research projects,
FSA testing, and Science
Fair Projects.
We look forward to
some exciting upcoming
events in the school as well.
Last February 26, students
participated in Pink Shirt
Day with a Leadership
Team Assembly on AntiBullying. This assembly
promotes a Christian life
full of peace, love and
acceptance of individuals.
It raises awareness and
promotes a community
where bullying is not

Creative thinkers Ellie, Rose, Kobyn, and Dallin (Grade 1 students
at St. Mary’s School) show case their toy animals that are being
protected by toy guards. These children were highly organized
collaborators in the imagination centre.

tolerated in any form. As well,
the Knights of Columbus
gathered us together on Shrove
Tuesday for a pancake lunch.
The students love to gather as
a family for this Lenten Feast.

And again, we are gearing up
for the annual Science Fair
headed by Mrs. Terri Berno
which will be held in March
at our school. Top Science
projects are chosen by a large

group of judges to go on to
the district wide Regional
Science Fair. This even has
been a huge success over
the years.
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What’s new in education?
By Beverly Pulyk

In my role as superintendent, I often
receive comments about classrooms of
20 and 30 years ago. People question
what is the point of all the changes that
have been happening in education,
does it really make a difference, is it
necessary, and why can’t we just do
things the way it was done when I
went to school. A speaker at the recent
Catholic Educators’ Conference in
Vancouver summed it up very well.
Dr. Anthony Muhammad spoke to
conference participants that change
is essential in all industries if they are
to remain successful and at the top of
their game. Would any of us want a
doctor or dentist using old equipment
or methods?
What technology
company would remain stagnant to
stay on the cutting edge? Yes some
methods and strategies in any industry
remain tried and true but all industries
must change to remain effective. So
what’s new in education?
The Ministry of Education
of British Columbia in the new
BC Education Plan states: Yet an
education system designed in the
very different circumstances of an
earlier century can’t possibly always
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meet the challenges students face
– both now and in the future. In the
social, economic and technological
environment of the past, change was
much more gradual than it is today.
Many of the opportunities and jobs
we’re preparing our students for don’t
even exist today. So while we enjoy
a strong and stable system, we need
a more nimble and flexible one that
can adapt more quickly to better meet
the needs of 21st century learners.
We’ve all got a stake in preparing
our young people for success in a
changing world. Our challenge is
clear. The world has changed and it
will continue to change, so the way we
educate students needs to continually
adapt.
The focus of the new plan is to
provide more choice for students
(called Personalized Learning). Check
out the ministry website http://www.
bcedplan.ca for more information on
the BC Ed Plan.
The brain research that has and
is taking place provides current
information so that educators
know far more about how the brain
functions. Based on the research on
neuroplasticity and neurodiversity,
teachers have a better understanding

on what is essential when planning
lessons in order to help students
develop and sustain short and long
term memory as well as understanding.
Drill practice is still essential but
other practices must also be in place
if a student is to understand and retain
information. Classroom lessons cannot
and should not be taught in the same
way they were when we as adults were
in school.
Self-regulation is another new
term in education. Self-regulation is
“the ability to stay calm, focused and
alert”; it is “regulation of the self by the
self”. Additionally, “the better a child
can self-regulate the better he/she can
rise to the challenge of mastering ever
more complex skills and concepts”.
We know that children’s brains are
developing differently. We do not see
children playing in the street as much;
children are involved in far more
organized play versus free play than in
the past. The use of technology from
a very young age is affecting how
the brain develops. Much of what is
the “norm” in today’s society is and
has affected the development of selfregulation in children. Parents and
schools must assist children in learning
how to self-regulate. Teachers have an
added role and must coach students,
that is be co-regulators, in order to
assist students in becoming self-

regulators. Parents also must take an
active role in teaching their children
about self-regulation. Everything from
the physical environment to nutrition,
sleep, and emotional and cognitive
skills, all impact self-regulation.
Check out http://www.self-regulation.
ca/ for more information on this
topic.
Another hot topic in education is
“digital citizenship”. Technology is
here to stay and teachers and parents
must help students in understating
what digital citizenship is all about. It is
“the norms of appropriate, responsible
technology use”. Educators and
parents may want to check out the
website http://digitalcitizenship.net/
Nine_Elements.html; it comments on
nine elements of digital citizenship.
At the same time, are we as adults
practicing/role modeling digital
citizenship in our own lives?
The above are only a few of the new
trends and initiatives in education.
Educators must stay abreast of the
changes and discern how best to
move forward to support the students
in their care. School leaders must be
able to transform their local school
culture so that all stakeholders support
educational change in order that their
schools can be powerful learning
environments.

Mrs. Quinn’s
Kindergarten class of
St. Mary’s School wearing
Kootenay ICE jersey’s.

Holy Cross students recognized each month for
demonstrating a “target” virtue. Here, Father Rex hams
it up with the recipients of the award for joyfulness.
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from page 3... Mass, they don’t know
what the Eucharist is, they see the
Church as just a bunch of rules telling
them all the thing that they can’t do that
they really want to do right now. “Most
importantly, they don’t feel loved here,
they don’t feel welcomed.”
Landry said some young people
have come back to Church because
somebody significant, be it a priest or
deacon or a lay leader, has shown them
some love and some care. One resource
in the Edmonton Archdiocese is the
youth camps where young people get
personal attention and love.
“The camps spend weeks at a time
doing that with young people.” Many
of the young people who have spent
time at Our Lady of Victory Camp end
up exploring religious life. “They get
that they are loved, they get that they
are wanted, they get it that the Church
is relevant,” Landry said. “But when
you go from parish to parish it can be
one parish where it’s wonderful, alive
and vibrant, and it can be another parish
where it’s not.” “We are not intentionally
reaching out to young people; we are not
intentionally making sure that they are
welcome. If a teenager comes into the
church and has piercings and coloured
hair, who is going to talk to them?
“Do we make a point of talking to
them and making them feel welcome?
That is intentional youth ministry.”
Landry says parish youth ministry
should be “tied to the schools because
the young people are here and we can
have relevant conversations with them
about their faith.” He also recommended
parishes recognize young people’s gifts
and “give them a role.”

Results wanted
In the experience of Brittney White,
a former parish youth minister who now
serves as instructor and chaplain at St.
Joseph’s College at the U of A, “Young
people leave the Church because they
don’t see their value in the Church and
they don’t feel welcome in a relational
type of way.”
White said young people “don’t see
the point of sitting there for an hour.
They want to see the results of what
they do and how their faith affects their
lives.”
In this technological age, young
people are used to getting quick results
and they can visibly see everything in
front of their face with the click of a
button. “They are like ‘What’s the point
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of this, giving up this hour if I am not
seeing quick results?” On top of that,
“People aren’t asking them what do you
need in this Church? They are expected
to be involved in a tradition that they
don’t understand.”
One thing that the Church has to do,
White said, is “start to look at (youth)
ministry as a professional ministry
because if our leaders lack theological
training and solid answers for the youth,
they’ll never buy into it because they
are not getting the truth of the Church.
“So I think we need to invest
more in strong leadership for youth,
in theological training program for
youth.”

WYD 2013 in Review
By Eileen Collins

Immaculate Conception Parish,
Kelowna, hosted an evening to review
and share memories of World Youth
Day Brazil, on Friday, Jan 3. Gathering
on the First Friday of the New Year,
the event began with Benediction,
Exposition, and Adoration of the
Blessed Sacrament, celebrated by Fr.
Sebastian Puthenpura. This provided
continuity with the liturgies and
devotions celebrated and encouraged
throughout WYD. Benediction was
followed by the Holy Sacrifice of the

mass. The Pilgrims and parishioners
attending the evening then relaxed
with a social of pizza and refreshments
in the parish centre.
The 12 Pilgrims who attended WYD in
Brazil included Andie Kouwenhoven,
Julie Pineault, Tyler Worthing,
Simon Gamache, Joy Lambright,
Erica Macasso, Helena Cuncanon,
Lindsay Sierhuis, Samantha Miller,
Michelle Miller, Becca Mlikotic and
Lee Abamonga. Fr. Cerlouie Jimenez
and Fr. Gerald Sekanga were spiritual
advisors on the pilgrimage.

Asked for clarification, White said:
“We have to professionalize the (youth)
ministers that already exist and provide
them with leadership training so they
have the ability to train young people as
leaders.
“That’s where I think the Church
is missing the mark a little bit. We are
employing 17, 18, 19-year-old youth
ministers, which is good, (because)
they can rally a lot of kids together. But
at certain point that fizzles out because
they don’t have answers to the deep
theological questions because they are
not trained to know them and that’s not
their fault.”

Jesus moves
to Immaculata

Intergenerational ministry

By Robert Plaxton

She recommended youth ministers
obtain the Canadian youth ministry
certificate “because I think what it
does is it teaches people how to do
comprehensive youth ministry.” They
will come to understand the different
aspects of Church and what’s needed
for a strong community.

For those who didn’t know, Immaculata has been actively seeking to have
Jesus (in the Eucharist) permanently reside in our chapel. After lots of prayer,
organization, and support, Jesus is here. Bishop John Corriveau, OFMCap and
Fr. Louie Jimenez concelebrated a beautiful mass on December 5th and then
joined a Eucharistic procession throughout our school. Students and guests
lined the halls of Immac as the Knights of Columbus Honour Guard lead the
procession throughout our school.

White said many young people today
are lonely, “so I think (we should be)
creating relational communities where
young people have the opportunity to be
known.” She also recommended what
she termed “intergenerational ministry,
where young people are getting wisdom
from the older generation. It’s kind of
that mutual collaboration in ministry.”
“Small faith communities and small
groups and friendship building are what
builds good youth programs,” White
said. “It is where they feel like they are
not just going to Church but they are
going to Church because they relate to
people; they feel are getting something
out of it.”

The smell of incense, the multitude of candles held by everyone, the beautiful
flowers that were donated, and classical Latin hymns set the mood for this most
special of occasions. The procession ended in the Immac chapel and Christ was
placed in his new home, the Immac tabernacle.
The Blessed Sacrament now permanently resides at Immaculata. Glory be
to Jesus Christ! What does this mean to Immac? Well, first it means that Jesus is
physically present at our school-the Eucharist is not a representation of Christ; it
is His Body and Blood. That is a blessing indeed. Secondly, it means that those
who wish to pray in our chapel are now able to enter into the presence of Christ
Himself.
I would like to thank everyone who helped make this event a reality and a
resounding success. Thank you Bishop John Corriveau and Fr. Pat Monette for
your blessing to move forward with this initiative. Thank you to all of the clergy
who attended and made the celebration so beautiful. Thank you to the Catholic
Women’s League and the Knights of Columbus for your presence and for the
Honour Guard. Thank you to all of the members of the Catholic community
who came out and celebrated this joyous occasion with us. Thank you to the
musicians who played lovely, lovely music. And lastly, thank you to the students.
I was so very pleased with the respect and decorum that you displayed.
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CWL bursaries &
upcoming convention
By Evelyn Rigby

The BC and Yukon CWL
Provincial Council is once again
happy to announce that there
are grants of $500 bursaries
available through the Molly
Boucher Bursary and the Life
Members Art & Culture Award.
Application Forms and other
information requested must be
submitted to the BC & Yukon
of
Chairperson
Provincial
Education and Health, Caroline
Ann-Alter by March 31.
Applicants may be interested
in the article written by a former
winner of this award, who used
this bursary to help finance her
studies. This article along with
the criteria and application
forms can be accessed from the
CWL provincial B.C. and Yukon
website: www.bcyukoncwl.com.
2014
honored

winners will be
at the banquet

during the upcoming BC & Y
Provincial Convention, June
5-7 in Kamloops. Keynote
speaker Sister Eva Solomon
CSJ will address partnering with
First Nations people. National
Barbara
President-Elect
Dowding’s topic is Pope Francis.
A mother and daughter team
will present an item of special
interest to mothers of teenagers,
entitled Bullying and Parenting
through Cyber Space Issues.
Provincial Spiritual Advisor,
Father Edwin Kulling will also
add a strong spiritual dimension
to the proceedings.
The National Bursary Fund
provides financial assistance to
CWL members with a minimum
of three consecutive years of
service to pursue studies within
Canada in adult faith formation
and/or youth ministry. The
Nelson Diocesan CWL offers
two bursaries of $500, while

Holy Trinity CWL council in Trail BC enrolled 8 members at the February meeting.
Organization Chair person, Marjorie Nutini assisted by President Teresa Mandoli
and Father Jim McHugh enrolled Doreen Meneer, Dolly Rolla, Danielle Klassen,
Cheryl Klassen, Renae DeRosa, Patti Rogers, Julia Mason and Louise McEwan.
a number of parish councils
offer similar or lesser amounts.
Further Information about these
is available through local CWL
councils with contact personnel
listed in parish bulletins.
Deadline for applications on
March 31.

Cathedral of Mary Immaculate CWL
In early December, a group
of parish ladies attended a buffet
luncheon at a local restaurant.
Grace was offered by Sylvester
Ibekwe (seminarian serving his
pastoral in Trail) both in song

and spoken word. Secret Santa
presented small gifts to all. New
CWL member, Jacquie Fehlner,
was our guest speaker. She
shared her spiritual journey and
her involvement in art therapy

programs. Following lunch, a
sizeable donation of foodstuffs,
personal items and money was
presented to the Salvation Army
food cupboard, to help with their
Christmas hamper program.

Father Conrado Beloso
celebrated Mass with
CWL and blessed
a number of pins.
Several 10 year pins,
25 year and 40 year
pins were presented
to members. Rina Braganolo, Nelson and Grace McLaughlin, Trail were presented
with 60 year pins. Maple Leaf service pins were presented to Vera Holitzki and Gladys
Zukowski, both remain active in our council. A potluck lunch and social hour followed.

St. Francis of Assisi Parish was treated to a wonderful
coffee hour hosted by our Filipino community.
The annual
St. Francis
of Assisi
Christmas
Bazaar and
Tea last
November
16, 2013.

Knights of Columbus’ thank you brunch.
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LENT: Journey to baptismal commitment
By Sister Nancy Hurren, CND

Lent is a special time of
prayer, penance, sacrifice and
good works in preparation for
the celebration of Easter. In the
desire to renew the liturgical
practices of the Church, The
Constitution on the Sacred
Liturgy of Vatican Council II
stated, “The two elements which
are especially characteristic of
Lent – the recalling of baptism
or the preparation for it, and
penance – should be given
greater emphasis in the liturgy
and in liturgical catechesis. It
is by means of them that the
Church prepares the faithful for
the celebration of Easter, while
they hear God’s word more
frequently and devote more
time to prayer” (no. 109)
What is this connection
between Baptism, Lent and
Easter? Many Catholics of our
day have been startled by a new
focus on Baptism in the Church
of Vatican II. Baptisteries
have been moved from the
hidden corners of the Church
to prominent positions near the
sanctuary or entrance. Baptisms,
formerly experienced as private
affairs, are being celebrated
during the Sunday assembly
and in groups. Church bulletins
announce RCIA sessions and
refer to the foreign sounding
terms of catechumen and
neophyte. The entire community
is encouraged to join in the rites
that precede adult baptisms and
to pray for them as they move
towards full initiation on the
night of nights, the Easter Vigil.
For many of our laity the new
form for baptism is puzzling.
They were raised in a Church
that popularly viewed baptism
as infant-centered, a duty to be
performed on the new-born to
assure them of freedom from
original sin. Many parents,
non-practicing themselves, still
consider it their right to have
their children ‘done” and are
upset and confused when the
clergy first challenge them to
renew their own faith. .Their
cry is “How can you refuse my

innocent child?” rather than
to reflect on the quality of the
faith which they will share with
their children. Others, whose
faith is but a routine practice,
are amazed by the conviction
of the new adult Christians who
dare to speak their faith in the
assembly.
Why did the Document on the
Sacred Liturgy call for revision
of the rites of baptism and
confirmation, both for children
and for adults? While in a
previous era one could become
Christian by the absorption of
society’s values, The Fathers of
Vatican II saw that today’s reality
demanded new approaches to
formation for those seeking
entrance into the Christian faith
community. The Church sought
more effective ways to nurture
the faith of those seeking
Baptism by examining the
ancient traditions of Christian
Initiation. The present Rite of
Christian Initiation for Adults
(RCIA) calls, not only for a new
rubric, but more profoundly,
for a radical revision of the
process of becoming a Christian
- a revision that challenges us
to a new view of what it means
to be church. It reinstates the
Catechumenate, a period of
formation and apprenticeship
in the universal church, and
refocused the liturgy of Lent
and Pascal-tide on “rebirth to
Christ in baptism” Further, it
emphasized that the task of
initiation is not to be left to the
priests and catechists alone. It is
“to be the concern of the whole
Christian community” stressing
evangelization and a ritualized
catechesis supported by a
community of faith. The full
rite integrates the sacraments
received into one process,
reflecting a united sacramental
theology to express the faith-life
of the community. It breathes
a new spirit into our ecclesial
reality.
The new rite asks us to
step away from the formalized
and
minimalized
rubrics
of recent centuries to an
intensive and flexible period

of serious formation in faith.
It reintroduces a ritualized
catechesis
restoring
two
thresholds, that of becoming a
catechumen where the individual
formally asks for the privilege
of baptism, and that of election
for the sacraments, the formal
acceptance of the catechumen
for baptism, confirmation and
Eucharist. In recent years, this
second step takes place in our
Deanery gatherings which
our Bishop presides as their
names are formally registered
in the Book of the Elect. Thus,
preparation for the sacraments
is not a purely intellectual
exercise - but is a process of
‘conversion therapy’ with a
focus on conversion, personal
choice, and commitment in
the community, supported in
community prayer, touched by
witness to Christian living by
the sponsors and other members
of the-parish, and nourished
in the Word proclaimed in the
catechesis. Thus, the initiation
of new members at Easter is
developed through study, prayer,
both liturgical and private,
and through appropriate moral
living, all within the context of
the Christian community.
This ‘conversion therapy’
includes the entire parish
community in several ways.
The Lenten period is a time
for the entire community to
renew itself as the newly elect
enter a final period of intensive,
prayerful retreat before the
Easter mysteries. The liturgy
of these weeks makes frequent
reference to the coming
events in water. The scripture
readings are filled with images
of healing, enlightening from
darkness and blindness, gifting
with living water and new
life. On the 3rd, 4th, and 5th
Sundays the Scrutinies ask
for prayerful support for those
who will approach the water
of baptism at Easter, a request
that enables the catechumens to
publicly witness their desire and
enthusiasm to the community
and call the assembly to a
renewal of its ancient faith.

The entire community is called
forward to enter into the Pascal
Mystery, and celebrate its own
death-resurrection in the persons
of its new members.
The whole process comes
to a climax in the Easter Vigil,
the great high feast of the
Church. Out of the darkness
into the light, attentive to the
Word of salvation, caught up in
the symbols of fire and water,
the candidates step forward
to profess their faith, and to
be reborn in the name of the
Father, the Son and the Spirit.
Gifted with white garments and
candles, symbolism of their
newness and Christ-likeness the
neophytes are to be immediately
confirmed with the seal of the
Spirit and welcomed into the
Eucharistic assembly.
The period of the mystagogia
after the experience of Easter has
also been restored, not because
the formation was incomplete,
but because retelling of the story
brings us to a deeper awareness
of its full significance.

vibrant kaleidoscope of events
– scents, touches, anointing,
bathing,
and
welcoming
embraces. It can only be fully
implemented in the experience
of a vital community of faith,
willing to open its arms, to
proclaim, to celebrate, and to
live out its commitment to the
Lord Jesus in the Spirit and in the
fellowship of the Breaking of the
Bread. Hopefully, in rising to the
challenge and the experience of
this ‘conversion therapy’ and in
the witness of our catechumens
and neophytes we will find the
courage to become what we are,
and as church, be born again in
the water and the Spirit.

DIOCESE OF NELSON

STEWARDSHIP:
PRE-AUTHORIZED
GIVING PLAN
SAG (Stewardship: (Pre) Authorized
Giving) allows to make their regular
Sunday offering to their parish using
the “direct debit” system. SAG is
an option, not a requirement!

The new rite shifts initiation
from a formalistic, private affair
for infants, back to a living,

Brochures with details
available in your parish.
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Penticton hosts
birthright
provincial meeting
By Lois Hutcheson

Three days were spent in
the Okanagan valley during
the September 15 weekend
with representatives from all
of our Provincial Birthright
Chapters: Campbell River,
Victoria, Vancouver, Delta/
Surrey and Penticton. The
intent of the Provincial meeting
was to support one another in
this delicate Ministry, share
stories of local successes and

challenges and review Birthright
Internationals agenda from the
June 2013 meeting in Halifax.
There was great discussion
and review on the Birthright
Charter and all of the updated
directives that have been
issued by International over
the years. This was facilitated
by Helen Martens, from Delta/
Surrey Birthright and led into
insightful and useful sharing.
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Ritual gives
us structure
By Jacqueline Fehlner

Have you ever thought about family
rituals and how they can help your
family to grow in love, forgiveness,
and peace? This Lenten time may be a
good opportunity to reflect on informal
activities that you are doing with your
family already and see how they may
foster an awareness of how God walks
among us in everyday life. Take the time
to explore how ordinary routines can be
infused with prayer, with gratitude, with
kind and affirming words.
How might this be done in your
family?
• Each day do one or more of the
following: have an encouraging word
for a family member, do a random
act of kindness, be in the moment
when you are doing something or are
with someone, say a sincere thank
you when someone does something
for you, and reach out and touch
someone appropriately (a pat on the
back, a firm handshake, a welcoming
hug, a smile that says so glad to see
you, etc.) (Micah 6:8)
• Make at least one meal each day
special and be present to each other,
listening to and sharing highlights of
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your day. (Remember how Jesus took
time to eat with different people.)

and develop the talents that God has
given you.

growth in our faith. It is a time for both

• Grace before meals may help you
become thankful for the food you
have, all the people involved in
getting it to your table, and for the
family with whom you can share
it. Sometimes a sung grace can be
meaningful, especially for children.
(Recall Jesus’ words as he blessed the
loaves and fishes.)

Lent is an opportunity for renewal and

relationship with God and each other.

• Making special foods and having
special activities at certain holidays
help to keep a family’s cultural
traditions alive and share family
history. (Connect with Jesus and
the disciples as they celebrated the
Passover.)
• Evening prayer. Sometimes having a
set order for prayer time is helpful.
Over the years, we found that this
helped our children to settle at the
end of a busy day: A quiet song or a
few moments of silence, spontaneous
prayer of thanksgiving, prayer of
petition, the Our Father or other
formal prayer, a closing song, and a
silent being still prayer. (Think about
how Jesus reminded his disciples to
take time for rest and prayer.)
• On a regular basis, schedule a family
creative or physical activity time. Take
time together in the beauty of God’s
creation. Creative expression—arts
and crafts, music, and dance—is
one way to open the heart and mind

individuals and families to assess their

Charismatic meeting
at Seton House
By Fran Fagan and Lynne Williams

On the weekend of September 27-29, 2013, participants from throughout
Nelson Diocese gathered at Seaton House of Prayer for a Leaders Retreat,
sponsored by the Nelson Diocesan Catholic Charismatic Renewal, entitled,
“Circumcise My Heart.” Presenters, Gladys Miller and Father Don Wilson
challenged us to enter more deeply into our relationships with Jesus by reshaping our spiritual encounters with the Sacred Heart of Jesus.

Kootenay Day of Renewal:
Praying with the Scriptures
On Sat., Oct. 19, parishioners from
around the diocese gathered at Christ
the Servant Church in Cranbrook
for the Kootenay Day of Renewal,
sponsored by Nelson Diocesan
Catholic Charismatic Renewal. Fr.
Bart van Roijen’s topic was, “Praying
with the Scriptures.”

Quoting Luke11.1, “Lord teach us
to pray...,” Fr. Bart stated that there are
four types of passages in the gospel:
encounter, parables, teachings, and
passion. Throughout the day, Fr. Bart
elaborated on each of the four topics,
giving examples of how to use them
in prayer.

PA R I S H N E W S

Discussion at the parish level
By Gerry Sobie

A group of parishioners from the
Cathedral of Mary Immaculate in Nelson
met before Christmas to reflect on the
topic of “Pastoral Challenges to the
Family in the Context of Evangelization.
Bishop John Corriveau shared this
preparatory document with our pastor,
Father Conrado Beloso and requested
feedback from parishioners. We were a
group of about 15 representing young
adults, married, and widowed, single,
divorced members of our congregation.
Pope Francis has announced that
an Extraordinary General Assembly of
the Synod of Bishops will take place in
Rome in the fall of 2014. Background
information for consideration upon

reflection includes “the Family and
Evangelization”, “the Church and
the Gospel on the Family”, “the Plan
of God, Creator and Redeemer” and
finally “the Church’s Teaching on the
Family”. Following that summary,
nine questions were posed ranging
from Marriage according to the Natural
Law, Pastoral Care in Certain Difficult
Marital Situations, Unions of Persons
of the Same Sex, and the Education of
Children in Irregular Marriages.
It would be an understatement to
suggest the questions set off a most
lively discussion with participants
sitting around a table reflecting on their
own families and situations. We shared
joys of family life and some of the
heartbreaks families have faced. There

was an aura of respect and enthusiasm
I hadn’t sensed in my Church for a long
time.
In his September 2013 interview, Pope
Francis stated, “The church’s pastoral
ministry cannot be obsessed with the
transmission of a disjointed multitude of
doctrines to be imposed insistently. We
have to find a new balance; otherwise
even the moral edifice of the church
is likely to fall like a house of cards,
losing the freshness and fragrance of the
Gospel. Rather, the Catholic Church
must be like a ‘field hospital after battle’
healing the wounds of its faithful and
going out to find those who have been
hurt, excluded or have fallen away.”
(September 18, 2013 interview with Fr.
Spadaro)
As our group discussed the myriad
of topics, it was obvious there wasn’t
agreement on each issue. Yet there was

a spirit of acceptance of each other.
We didn’t compartmentalize and label
one another as “conservative Catholic”
or “liberal Catholic”. We listened and
pondered what each person shared.
Hearing one another’s stories helped us
understand and accept each other.
I felt hopeful for our church as the
evening ended. The Spirit is breathing
fresh air into our Church. We are called
to become community as we gather for
Eucharist. Meeting and sharing that
evening in December allowed our group
to experience Church in a new sense.
The gospel of John 13:35 resonated with
me as Jesus spoke, “By this all people
will know that you are my disciples, if
you love one another.” Thank you for
this opportunity.
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West Kootenay congregation of Notre Dame Sisters & Associates
celebrate the feast of St. Marguerite Bourgeoys
Sisters, Associates & Guests, with
Sister Shelley Grant (who drove over
the wintry roads from Penticton)
gathered in the home of Associate,
Maureen Wiley in Trail. An invitation
was also extended to area clergy and
our local seminarian to come and
celebrate Marguerite’s Feast Day.
The afternoon began with a Prayer
Service that was two-fold in content:
1) We began with a reflection
inspired by the invitation in
Congregation Leader Sister Jo
Badali’s December 8, 2013 circular in
which she quoted Pope Francis, who
asks that, “in spite of all the darkness
and suffering that is around us, we
are to strive to see signs of God in the
daily experiences of life, in the cycle
of the seasons, in the fruitfulness of
the earth and in the movement of the
cosmos.”
2) In keeping with Marguerite’s
instruction that we “be always little,
humble and poor”, we pondered
quotations and questions taken from
the section of the 2011 General
Chapter directives that challenge us to
“risk to live simplicity for mission”.
The prayer service was deeply

moving, and through the participation of so many, a great joy
and appreciation for our wonderful
foundress, Marguerite, was expressed
and experienced.
Prayer was followed by a dinner
of pizza, salad and a wonderful
assortment of home-made desserts.

Back (standing) L-R: Shelley Grant, CND, Celine Sika, Fr. Joseph
Kizhakethottathil, Doug Bennett, Chris Sobie, Gerry Sobie, Ray Fox,
Bill Felhner, Fr. Matthieu Gombo Yange OFM Cap, Maureen Wiley,
Carol Bennett, Anne Pisacreta, Rosemarie Mandoli, Maurice
Nowolselski, Janet Nowolselski, Norma Gallant, CND. Back
(seated) L-R: Nancy Hurren, CND; Jacquie Felhner, Tammy Fox,
Sylvester Ibekwe.

Nelson Diocese
Seminarians
with priests
(L-R):
Cezar Izquierdo,
Huy Nguyen,
Bonnie Fanaiye,
Fr. Rex
Velmonte, Fr.
John Kennedy
Santiago
and Trinh
(Dominic) Do
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WANTED: local vocations
By Fr. Bart van Roijen,
Diocesan Vocation Director

When it comes to men studying
for priesthood for our diocese there
is both good news and bad news.
The good news, for those parishes
who have experienced the likes of
Frs. Neil Lustado, Gerald Sekanga
and Cerlouie Jimenez, is that the
quality of those who have come
from abroad to study for our diocese,
and are part of the fabric of our local
church, is very good. There is also
great promise in those who are still
completing their studies: Sylvester
Ibekwe, Trinh Do, Bonnie Fanaiye
and three more who are still working
on improving their English language
skills. In time, these too will make a
great addition to our local clergy. Yet,
will all this positive activity on the
one front, one thing is clear: most of
our parishes have never produced a

single individual who has gone on to
become a priest; from the beginning
of our diocese we have never been
self-sustaining, often falling well
below 50% in the percentage of
locally raised men within our clergy.
I, for one, am glad and grateful
to welcome a number of top level
candidates from other parts of the
world, candidates we train and form
in our own seminaries. And, yet, I
continue to be greatly concerned in
regards to our local drought. I have
not given up in looking for a few food
men who have grown up in our midst,
hoping to encourage those who have
attended our Catholic schools, parish
religious education programs, youth
groups and local parish celebrations. I
am interested from hearing from you.
Drop me a line ( Fr. Bart van Roijen
at (250)425-6444). Better yet, begin
by approaching your local priest. He

would love to hear from you.
Even though you may be
considering other options, broadening
your scope of possibilities and interest
is never a bad thing. I, for one,
believe it is one of the best vocations
going, if growing in faith, prayer,
knowledge and community life is
your calling. And our diocese has the
added benefit of having unfavourable
postings, that, as I have travelled from
one end to the other, the people, the
communities and the natural settings
are a pleasure to come to know.
It may be as simple as to learn
more about what it takes: to attend
a Come and See weekend at St.
Joseph’s Seminary in Edmonton or
Christ the King Seminary in Mission,
or to overcome the initial fear that sets
in, doubts that you are not worthy or
not talented enough to serve or that it
will negatively affect your happiness.

Sure, we are looking for a few
good men, but if you are of average
intelligence, have your wits about
you both socially and otherwise, are
of good health in mind and body and
are curious enough to give it a try, you
may be just the person that is being
called. It is true that God is blessing
us with good candidates from outside
our borders, and for this we are glad
and grateful, but that doesn’t absolve
us from promoting the call from
within our own parishes. God’s call
can be heard there too.
And so I ask you, pay attention to
the call of God in your parish and in
your life. Pray, encourage, discern, be
generous. Those who know me would
gladly tell you, I continue to find
joy in the Priesthood, and I hope you
will too.

Fr. Rex Velmonte and the seminarians with Sharon Snow, a member of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, helped
deliver food hampers during Christmas. The St. Vincent de Paul delivered almost 400 hampers to the needy.

17

18

Catholic Mountain Star

Children’s
bible stories

“God warned us that if we eat of
it, we will die.” “Die?!” The snake
expressed with shock. “Surely you
don’t believe that?” “But that is
Holy Family Parish, Fernie is sharing what God told us,” Eve insisted. “He
Children’s Bible Stories on its parish did, did he?” The snake persisted.
website every week. Here is a sample:
“Maybe he doesn’t want you to
know what I know.” “What is that?”
The Garden of Eden
Eve asked, curiosity getting the
better of her. “If you eat of this tree
God loved Adam and Eve very
you shall be like God, for you will
much, and so he decided to create
know the difference between good
a beautiful garden for them. Only
and evil.” Eve was surprised. “Be
the best fruit trees grew there, only
like God?!” So that was the reason
the juiciest pears and the crunchiest
God did not want them to eat from
of apples, and every flower had
that tree. God did not love them
the most pleasant of smells. White
enough to share his greatest gift.
swans swam on the pond, and little
rabbits played in the grass. Even
And so Eve grew closer to the tree.
the lion, the deer and the crocodile
The fruit smelled so good – so sweet.
were the best of friends. Peace
She could almost taste it. Slowly,
reigned in the garden, and Adam
she reached for the fruit. And, after
and Eve were asked to look after it.
taking a quick look around her, to
make sure no one was watching,
God would often be seen to walk in
she grabbed it and took a bite.
the garden, and, on one such visit,
he told Adam and Eve: “You can eat The fruit was absolutely delicious.
from all the trees in garden, except
Never had she tasted anything that
from the tree in the middle of the
good. She could tell, this was no
garden, from it you are not allowed
ordinary fruit. Its energy filled
to eat. For, if you eat from the fruit
her body. In her excitement she
on that tree,” God warned, “you
called Adam to her side. At first,
will die.” Adam and Eve were both
he protested. But, on hearing how
quick to promise that they would
good it was – how desirable,
never think of eating from that tree.
he could not resist.
After all, with all the many beautiful
It did not take long for the initial
things God had given them, why
effect to wear off. Soon, they began
would they even consider it? God
to feel a cold wind grip their naked
trusted them and walked on.
bodies. And, for the first time
But Adam and Eve were not alone
ever, the sun disappeared behind
to hear God’s warning; coiled
a dark cloud. It was then that
around a nearby tree was a long
they realized they were naked,
and ugly snake. He didn’t much
exposed and dreadfully alone.
care for all the love God showed
They made clothes out of leaves
Adam and Eve. In fact, he didn’t
and found shelter in the bushes.
like Adam and Eve at all.
They knew they had done wrong.
So when the coast was cleared,
the snake slithered close to Eve’s
ear. “Eve,” the snake hissed. “Is
it true God has created all this for
you?” “Yes,” Eve replied. “God
has given us everything to enjoy
and use.” “Everything?” The
snake questioned. “I find that hard
to believe.” “Well, not exactly
everything,” Eve corrected herself.
“We promised we would not eat the
fruit in the middle of the garden.”
“Really,” the snake pursued, “and
what’s so special about that tree?”
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Not long afterwards, God was
heard walking in the garden. Adam
and Eve were afraid. “What if he
knew? What if he found out?”
They could hear God calling,
“Adam, where are you?” “Eve,
where have you gone? “He finally
stopped by the bush behind which
they were hiding. “O, there you
are!” He said with a sigh of relief.
“But why are you hiding?” “We
were cold...” Adam started. “... and
naked.” Eve added. “But why did
it bother you now?” God wondered.

“Surely, you did not eat from the
forbidden tree?” Adam and Eve
tried to deny it, but it was no use.
God knew better.

good.” “I will be with you,” God
promised. “and will teach you in all
things. You will struggle, but you will
come to know me and trust me.”

It was then that God’s expression
changed, from one of great happiness
to one of deep sorrow. “What have
you done?” God whispered with tears
in his eyes. “Did I not tell you that if
you should eat of that tree, you would
die?” Adam and Eve could only
look down and stare at the ground.

Adam and Eve were led out of the
garden and into the wilderness.
When they looked back they
saw an angel stand guard. Now
they knew they could never
return there...Not unless, one
day, God would open a way.

But God decided to have mercy on
them. “No, I shall not let you die,
not yet. Instead I will punish you.
You must leave the garden. Things
will no longer come easy. You will
have to plant your own seeds, amidst
weeds and rocks. You will have to
have to find your own food and
know great danger. You will have
to struggle with your desire to do
wrong, even while you strive to do

And so, for a time, Adam blamed
Eve and Eve blamed the snake.
Just as many people find comfort in
blaming others for their wrongs. But,
after a while, their anger grew less,
and they began to work together,
side by side. And God watched
over them with a loving hand.
For more stories go to
www.holyfamilyfernie.ca.

Franciscans
Secular Franciscans celebrated
the Permanent Profession of two new
members, Lourdes Von Burg and
Sandra Henderson on Feb. 22, 2014 in
St. Charles Garnier Church, Kelowna.
Bishop John Corriveau, OFMCap
celebrated Eucharist. Joining the
Bishop were two priests from St. Clare
Friary, Brother Gerry Craig, OFMCap
and Brother John Kennedy Santiago.
Fr. Wayne Pfliger from Our Lady of
Lourdes Church in West Kelowna and
Fr. Cerlouie Jimenez of Holy Spirit
Church in Kelowna concelebrated the
Mass with the Bishop. Visitors came
from Salmon Arm’s San Damiano
Fraternity led by Mabel Flore, the
Regional Vice Minister of Our Lady of
the Angels Regional Fraternity.

In his homily the Bishop inspired all
hearts to “walk in the footsteps of Jesus”
as St. Francis had done. The Beatitudes
are the call of Jesus to every Franciscan.
Be of this attitude and Franciscans can
be, as Francis said, “leaven in the world”.
The Bishop gave encouragement about
the Spirit of Poverty. “Be dependant
on God completely”, he told those in
attendance.
The Little Flowers of St. Francis
meet the Third Sunday of each month
in the Chancery Building Meeting
Room. If you have questions or want
more information about the Secular
Franciscans, please contact Alice at
1-250-860-3541.
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An invitation to adult faith formation
By Sr. Elaine Biollo

The faith that we were
baptized into, whether it be as
infants or adults, is a dynamic
process in which the Holy Spirit
is continually empowering us
to come to a new and deeper
understanding of who God is
in our lives and how God’s
passionate love embraced all of
the cosmos when Jesus “emptied
himself” and became one with
creation. This mystery is the
core of who we are as Church
and it is the pearl of great price.
Because it is a mystery we are
called to enter into it so that we
grow into the likeness of God.
Our faith both informs us and
transforms us so that we may
become witness to God’s love
in the world.
Whenever we began our
journey of faith we began to
walk with Jesus as his disciples.
Like the apostles who lived with
Jesus we came to understand his
call to love without end very
slowly. They “knew” that Jesus
was the Son of God, they had
seen his miracles. But when
the women came to Peter and
John to tell them that they had
seen the risen Christ the men
were reluctant to believe the

women. They ran to tomb to
see for themselves and when
they saw the empty tomb John
in his Gospel tells us “then they
believed.” (Jn. 20:8).
Like the Apostles we
are called to grow in our
understanding of the God, of
Jesus and of the Holy Spirit.
As Catholics we believe that
the Church is a privileged place
to come to that understanding
because as the people of God
we are on a journey and during
that journey we are to witness to
Jesus who has shown us in how
he lived what God is really like.
Our faith-life and our identity
are rooted in our understanding
of God.
Faith is a living relationship
which must be nourished. Like
the disciples on the road to
Emmaus, we must break open
the word of God and “break
bread” at Eucharist not only
to celebrate our faith but to
nourish and deepen that faith.
As a dynamic relationship faith
deepens through study and
reflection.
As adults we are responsible
for our faith formation. So what
can we do to foster our faith
formation? We need to pray in

“Little Flowers of St. Francis”

ways which nourish our faith
first and foremost. We can gather
in groups to share Scripture
and reflect collectively on its
meaning for our here and now;
we can participate in programs
offered in our parishes. In our
world with the internet there are
so many opportunities to learn
more about our faith. We can now
do courses in our own homes on
line from so very distinguished
programs and lectures. We
can do the programs or we
can gather as groups and do a
program together. Below you
will find a number of websites
you might like to explore. You
will be surprised by the wealth of
material that is at your fingertips.
In one of the documents of
Vatican II, Gaudium et Spes,
a Pastoral Constitution on the
Church in the Modern World,
we are encouraged to embrace
the modern culture and the
technology of our time as ways
to meet Christ.
One of the most effective
ways to learn about faith is in
the sharing of it with others. We
have received our faith to share
it with others. Pope Francis
recently said: “We cannot keep
ourselves shut up in parishes,
in communities, when so many
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are waiting for the Gospel. It is
not enough simply to open the
door in welcome...we must go
out through the door to seek and
meet people.” He goes on to
say, “Be servants of communion
and of the culture of encounter!
I would like you to be almost
obsessed about this.” (Remarks
made at World Youth Day 2013,
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil). We
cannot share what we do not
know and we cannot really live
Christian discipleship unless we
have a relationship with Jesus
Christ.
Adult Faith Formation can
be formal or informal. Formal
learning happens in workshops,
speaker series, online courses or
small group Bible sharing while
informal learning can happen
with self-study, Bible study,
social networking and faithsharing groups. To encourage
informal adult faith formation, a
number of new CD and DVDs
are now available for loan
through the Catholic Pastoral
Centre. You will now be able
to study one of the Gospels or
the Hebrew Scriptures, study
church history, or do a retreat
led by many different speakers.
Most of the CDs and DVDs have
a copy of a study guide on one of
the disc. To find a listing of these
resources go to the Diocesan
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website
www.nelsondiocese.
org and under Office of Faith
Formation go the link Resource
Library. When you have chosen
contact Darlene Jackson at
the Pastoral Centre darlene.
jackson@nelsondiocese.org.
Gather a few friends for coffee
and listen to a series or take
some time for yourself in quiet
and do a retreat day or two.
For more formal learning,
courses online are available at
Newman Theological College,
www.newman.edu. If you are
involved in ministry in your
parish, sponsored by it and
complete a certificate program,
the Diocese will cover the cost
of the program. Courses can also
be taken from Boston College in
its C21 program. Simply go the
webpage for Boston College,
www.bc.edu/c21online. These
courses are generally five weeks
at the cost of $50.00 and are
taught by some of the leading
professors in the United States.
Some may be interested in
Emerging Media and the Gospel.
Go to www.thefiveloaves.com/
emg. For persons who want to
prepare for lay ministry in the
Church, St. Francis University
in Antigonish, NS. Offers a
Diploma in Ministry and a
certificate in Spirituality.
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Pope convenes Synod on the Family
VATICAN CITY - The Holy
See Press Office announced that
Holy Father Francis has convened
the Third Extraordinary General
Assembly of the Synod of
Bishops, to be held in the Vatican
from 5 to 9 October 2014, on the
theme “The pastoral challenges
of the family in the context of
evangelization”.
In the Chapter of the Code of
Canon Law relating to synodal
assemblies, the Synod of Bishops
meets in an extraordinary
general assembly when the
matter under consideration,
while related to the good of the
universal Church, requires rapid
definition.
“It is very important that an
extraordinary Synod has been
convoked on the theme of the
pastoral of the family”, said the
Director of the Holy See Press
Office, Fr. Federico Lombardi,

S.J. “This is the way in which
the Pope intends to promote
reflection and to guide the path
of the community of the Church,
with the responsible participation
of the episcopate from different
parts of the world”.
“It is right”, he added, “that
the Church should move as
a community in reflection
and prayer, and that she takes
common pastoral directions in
relation to the most important
points - such as the pastoral of
the family - under the guidance
of the Pope and the Bishops. The
convocation of the extraordinary
Synod clearly indicates this path.
In this context, the proposal of
particular pastoral solutions by
local persons or offices carries the
risk of engendering confusion.
It is opportune to emphasize
the importance of following a
path in full communion with the
ecclesial community”.

Appointment of
Apostolic Nuncio to Canada
His Holiness Pope Francis appointed the Most Reverend
Luigi Bonazzi Apostolic Nuncio to Canada. At the time of
his appointment, Archbishop Bonazzi was Apostolic Nuncio
to Lithuania, Estonia and Latvia.

CCCB issues text on the Essential
Elements of Evangelization Today
The Episcopal Commission
for Doctrine of the Canadian
Conference of Catholic Bishops
(CCCB) has now posted on the
CCCB Website a text entitled
“The Essential Elements of
Evangelization Today”. Written
from the context of the Canadian
pluralist society, this new 16-
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page document is intended not
only for priests, consecrated
men and women, and those
actively involved in pastoral
work, but also for “all Catholics
who desire to understand better
and respond more zealously
to their call to evangelize the
modern world.”

Bishops call for leaders of hope
- Holy Land Co-ordination
completes visit in support of local
Church and the cause of peace
The Christian community of Gaza was the focal point of
this year’s visit to the Holy Land by Bishops from across
Europe, North America and South Africa in support of the
local Christian communities and the pastoral work of the
Church at the service of all in the Holy Land.

Statement by CCCB President on the designation by the
Holy Father of Archbishop Gérald Cyprien Lacroix as a
member of the College of Cardinals
As President of the Canadian
Conference
of
Catholic
Bishops, it is a great joy for me,
on behalf of all the Bishops of
Canada, to extend our heartfelt
congratulations to the Most
Reverend Gérald Cyprien
Lacroix, Archbishop of Québec
and Primate of the Church in
Canada, for his having been
designated by our Holy Father
as a Cardinal of the Church of
Rome. This appointment by
Pope Francis is a great honour
for all the Church in our
country, as well as indicating
the importance of the See of
Québec and the important role it
played in evangelizing the New
World. What an honour this is
for the people of Quebec and
those of the entire country, as we
celebrate the 350th anniversary
of the erection of the first
parish in North America outside
Spanish-speaking territories.
Cardinal-designate Lacroix
has
already
provided
extraordinary leadership in the
Church in Quebec for his joyful
proclamation of the Good News.
As Primate, he is recognized
throughout the country as an

extraordinary leader who is
an enthusiastic preacher, with
an unmistakable missionary
zeal that is accented by his
complete dedication to the new
evangelization. He is known as
a man of sincerity and humility
who possesses a welcoming
spirit. Most of all, he brings
the person of our Lord Jesus
Christ to everyone, regardless
of their age, sex, culture, faith
or personal circumstances.
We share this joy with all the
members of the “Institut Seculier
Pie X”, a Society of Apostolic
Life to which he belonged prior
to being appointed a Bishop.
His joyful character knows no
bounds, and is, at all times,
completely contagious.
As an ex officio member
of the Permanent Council of
the Canadian Conference of
Catholic Bishops, Archbishop
Lacroix has always contributed
to its meetings much wisdom,
deeply rooted in his love of the
Gospel. These same qualities
will help him greatly as he
advises the Holy Father, which
is one of the key responsibilities
of every Cardinal.

+ Paul-André Durocher
Archbishop of Gatineau and
President of the Canadian
Conference of Catholic Bishops

Pope’s Lenten
Message:
Help the Poor
VATICAN - Pope
Francis urged all Christians
to carry out acts of selfdenial and to help the
poor on February 4 when
he gave his message for
Lent. He said that, “Lent
is a fitting time for selfdenial”. He called for a
fair distribution of wealth
and for equal access
to health services and
education. He said that
people should “not forget
that real poverty hurts”
and that “no self-denial is
real without the dimension
of penance”.

Prayer to the holy family
Jesus, Mary and Joseph, in you we contemplate
the splendor of true love, to you we turn with trust.
Holy Family of Nazareth, grant that our families too
may be places of communion and prayer, authentic schools of the Gospel
and small domestic Churches.
Holy Family of Nazareth,
may families never again experience violence, rejection and division:
may all who have been hurt or scandalized find ready comfort and healing.
Holy Family of Nazareth, may the approaching Synod of Bishops
make us once more mindful of the sacredness and inviolability of the family,
and its beauty in God’s plan.
Jesus, Mary and Joseph,
graciously hear our prayer.

