Mouse Mountain Elementary School

[Where] teachers see through the eyes of students and students see themselves as their own teachers
~ John Hattie

School Plan to Support Student Learning 2018 2019
District Goal
“One hundred percent of our students will finish school with a Dogwood Diploma or an Evergreen Certificate and the
competencies required to succeed in the 21st century”

Mouse Mountain’s commitment to build 21st Century Core competencies through school-wide and
classroom-based skill development:
A snapshot of goal areas and interventions used or planned to improve learning
Social Emotion Learning
Interventions
•
SNAP (Stop Now and Plan)
•
WITS, Second Step,
counselling

Literacy
Interventions
•
Joyful Literacy
•
Writing fluency (using
curriculum-based
assessment—CBM)
•
Writing skills
•
Sharing what’s been working
and what we need help with
at Teacher Collaboration time

Numeracy
Interventions
Snap Math
High Yield Routines
Marian Small strategies—differentiated
instruction using good questions

Social-Emotional Well-Being
Self-regulation skills taught school-wide through WITS and Second Step
Programs with district counsellor support and the addition of SNAP program
in 3 classes beginning November 2018
Self-regulation circuit developed in resource room is used several times a day for some students (1015 students currently access)
§ Circuit includes an exercise bike, Beano swing, weighted ball, quiet spot….
• NOII project completed June 2018 quotes from students involved,
o “Coming to the circuit helps me to learn, to focus”
o “I practice, and I get calm and I get more focused”
• Teachers report that students appeared more settled and “lighter on their feet”
after returning from a circuit

Planning circuit

Superman Pose

Stationary bike

Many students use the chin-up bar in main hallway to regulate behavior or challenge themselves

Literacy Data (May June 2018)
Kindergarten
K Assessment
% Fully Meeting or
exceeding expectations
Language – 94%
Phonemic Awareness – 96%
Letter/sound knowledge –
85%
Writing – 91%
Numeracy – 91%

Grade 1
PM Benchmarks

Grade 2
PM Benchmarks

Grade 3
RAD

19% Exceeding expectations
35% Meeting expectations
31 % Approaching
expectations
15% Not yet meeting
expectations

54% Exceeding expectations
29% Meeting expectations
7% Approaching
expectations
10% Not yet meeting
83% meeting/exceeding
expectations

Overall Scores
40% Meeting expectations
52% Approaching
expectations

*Focus on writing is not yet showing a positive effect on RAD scores.

Strengths—Word solving,
inferences, predictions

We include this graph to show the growth of a group of grade 1 students after one more year of
instruction. There is evidence that some students gained more than a year’s growth.

Our Question
If these students can read well, talk about their reading, and use a variety of strategies, what
can we do to improve written responses so RAD scores reflect their understanding of text?

Literacy Goals
•
•
•
•
•
•

To develop confident, fluent writers as measured by the CBM tool for fluency assessment and
conventions
To improve the quality of written ideas as measured by curriculum outcomes
To focus on main idea and details to increase the number of students meeting expectations on
the RAD assessment
For students to see themselves as writers as measured by self-assessment tools that examine the
social/emotional component of learning and writing
90% of students at the end of grade 2 will read at or above grade level
Circle charts will be used for all K/1 students

•
•
•

Circle charts will be used for all students working below grade level in grades 2/3
To increase the number of students meeting and exceeding expectations in reading at each grade
level
Increase the use of literacy materials which include Indigenous peoples and culture
o Add Carrier Language signage in the hallways for students to recognize and read

Numeracy Goal
All students will meet essential learning goals in numeracy at each grade level using SNAP math as both
a formative and summative assessment tool
Strategies
• Revisit essential learning outcomes to confirm common goals and language across grades
• Integrate Mathletics into schedules for grades one to three
• Routine use of SNAP math to improve number sense strategies
• Assess often and intervene when needed using RTI model
• Research math teaching tools to support learners using the
new math curriculum
o Regular use of Rekenrek tool in grade one to provide
a visual model for calculations
o Marian Small – thinking questions

Communication and Thinking:
•
•
•
•

Good questions built into math lessons (Marian Small)
Explicit teaching of literacy skills through shared reading
and writing
Developing a growth mindset through modelling,
practice, and direct teaching
Self-assessment skill development through modelling, direct teaching and practice

Response to Intervention to improve learning in all goal areas
Tier 1 Intervention
• Circle charts (Formative assessment tool)
• Reciprocal Teaching Model
• Small group instruction
• Focus lessons
• Personalized interventions that may include visual schedule, adaptations…
• Self-regulation skill development supported by district counselling staff
• Peer-tutoring
Tier 2 Intervention
• .8 Learning Support/Resource teacher assigned to work with small groups of students using both
push-in and pull-out models (Case manager for students with IEPs and behavior intervention
support)

•

•
•
•

Blitz work 2 or 3 times per week to focus on small sets of literacy skills with groups of 4 or 5
students (Learning Support Worker, Aboriginal Education worker, and Learning Support Teacher
run groups)
Early intervention with a focus on Phonological Awareness
Student support within the classroom by Learning Support Workers
Use of self-regulation circuit

Tier 3 Intervention
• Learning Support Teacher, and classroom teachers work together to provide daily, focused,
personalized, and specific literacy support when Tier 1 and Tier 2 support is not enough.
• .6 Behavior Support Teacher

Moving Learning Forward
1. Focus on writing skills to develop fluent confident writers who can respond to text at a
developmentally appropriate level.
2. Encourage and teach students how to be learners and teachers
a. Increase self-reflection/self-assessment
b. Peer coaching
c. Teach collaborative skills to student
d. Direct teaching of self-regulation skills
e. Modelling and supporting a growth mindset
3. Continue and improve teacher collaboration to better target the learning needs of all our
students with a focus on improved writing skills
4. Professional development included in CUPE collaboration sessions
5. Increase the use of formative assessments
a. CBM used monthly with data collected and shared at collaboration sessions
b. Circle charts
c. Weekly SNAP Math work for grades 1 to 3
6. Expand use of Janet Mort formative assessment tools and play-based fluency (7/9 teachers and
one CUPE staff member attended the Saturday session with Janet Mort on October 13, 2018)
7. Focus on explicit teaching of essential learning outcomes
8. Share school goals and celebrations in weekly newsletters
9. Share ideas in the school newsletter for ways parents can support their child’s learning
10. Maintain a welcoming environment that encourages parent involvement through Open House
events, community teas, newsletters, good news stories, bulletin boards….
11. Collaboration decisions—Stay the course developing writing—continue to use CBM (Curriculum
Based Assessment) to develop/measure writing fluency
12. What will we use to measure writing quality?
13. How do we assess SEL growth?

