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“Let the hearts that seek the
Lord rejoice” (Psalm 104:3)
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BISHOP’S MESSAGE

“The Year of Faith”

Bishop John Corriveau, OFM Cap.

Dear Sisters and Brothers,
The month of October
2012 is a momentous time
of grace for the universal
Church. On 11 October
2012, Pope Benedict XVI
will announce the beginning
of a Year of Faith. The
opening of the Year of
Faith will coincide with
the fiftieth anniversary of
the opening of the Second

Vatican Council. It will end
on the Solemnity of Our
Lord Jesus Christ, Universal
King, 24 November 2013. 11
October 2012 also marks the
twentieth anniversary of the
publication of the Catechism
of the Catholic Faith which
Pope John Paul II hoped
would bring the beauty
and teaching of the Second
Vatican Council to Christians
throughout the world. Pope

Benedict XVI has also
chosen the month of October
2012 to convoke a General
Assembly of the Synod of
Bishops to treat the theme:
The New Evangelization
for the Transmission of
the Christian Faith. This
important gathering of
Bishops from all corners of
the world will highlight the
call of the Church to bring
the light, the truth, the hope

and the love of the gospel
of Jesus to touch all aspects
of life in our world. I will
attend this Synod of Bishops
as one of the representatives
of the Bishops of Canada.
Finally, on 21 October
2012, Pope Benedict XVI
will solemnly canonize
Blessed Kateri Tekakwitha,
inscribing this Canadian icon
of First Nations faith among
the saints of our Church.
Indeed, October 2012 will
be a time of grace.

de Janeiro, Brazil. Twenty
young adults from our
Diocese will join hundreds
of thousands of other young,
committed Christians from
around the world to celebrate
their common faith. WYD
draws attention to still
another dimension of the
Year of Faith, namely, that
our faith comes alive in the
community of the Church.
This is evident in the very
birth of the Church described
in the Acts of the Apostles:

“You did not choose me
but I chose you. And
I appointed you to go
and bear fruit, fruit that
will last,...I am giving
you these commands so
that you may love one
another.” (Jn15:16 – 17)

“When the day of
Pentecost had come,
they were all together in
one place. And suddenly
from heaven there came
a sound like a rush of
violent wind, and it filled
the entire house where
they were sitting. Divided
tongues, as of fire,
appeared among them,
and a tongue rested on
each of them. All of them
were filled with the Holy
Spirit.” (Acts 2: 1-4)

This simple passage
spoken by Jesus to his
disciples at the Last Supper
makes three important
statements which are given
emphasis by the Year of
Faith. Faith is a gift: “You
did not choose me but I chose
you” (Jn. 15:16). The gift
of faith is given to you and
to me, but it is meant to be
a blessing for the world: “I
appointed you to go out and
bear fruit, fruit that will last”
(Jn. 15:16). Jesus tells us our
gift to the world is the love
we show one another: “I am
giving you these commands
so that you may love one
another” (Jn. 15: 17). St. Paul
summarizes the same point
in his Letter to the Galatians:
“the only thing that counts is
faith working through love”
(Gal. 5:6)
During the Year of Faith,
in July 2013, World Youth
Day will be celebrated in Rio

In a sermon, St. Anthony
notes that a tongue of fire
rested on each individual
disciple. He goes on to say
that in the intense unity and
communion of the early
Church, these individual
tongues of fire coalesced to
form a river of fire which
filled the world.
The Year of Faith is a
challenge and invitation to
the Diocese of Nelson and
to each of the communities
– parishes and missions –
which make up our Diocesan
family. We are invited to
allow the Spirit of God to
revitalize our faith so that,
together, we may become
that “river ...continued on p4
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Okanagan Catholic family camp

September 7- 9, 2012

Our 5th annual Okanagan
Catholic Family Camp
started off with great
enthusiasm as families from
all over came with smiles
on their faces! As parents
pulled up they were warmly
greeted by our welcoming
committee, kids jumped
out of their vehicles to
begin reuniting with old
and new friends on the inground trampoline, swings,
basketball court and sand
box! The weather couldn’t
have been more spectacular
as we gathered for the
Knights of Columbus Free
Barbecue under the pavilion.
The St. Pius X Knights did
another fantastic job feeding
the multitudes hamburgers
and hotdogs.
Soon after dinner some
campers enjoyed reading
through the Family Bios
that adorned our eating area,
putting names to faces and
learning about the many
family adventures enjoyed
this year by our participants.
Meanwhile, mixer games
were lead by our friend and
DJ Dwayne Mollin. There
was much laughter and
entertainment for those who
participated.
Keynote Speaker Eric
Chow from CCO in the
Vancouver
Archdiocese
opened up the weekend
with much enthusiasm and
challenged us to develop
a personal relationship
with God.
After a low
key campfire Friday night,
families with young children
retired for the night while
Dads and teens engaged in a

Survivor Games Night in the
dining hall lead by young
adults from St. Charles
Garnier parish.
A number of “day
campers” joined us on
Saturday for a fun filled
day. Eric Chow began the
day with prayer at the Good
Morning coffee station. For
some, this talk and java
fix is just what the doctor
ordered!
During the adult’s sessions
that morning, Eric invited us
to remember that even in the
storms of life, God is there
whispering to us that He
is there, He loves us, and
He knows the way through
the storm. While the moms
and dads took turns in their
morning sessions, the kids
were invited to participate
in the craft station lead by
Chad and Melissa Smith
and Ingrid Uhrich. The
kids created their own gold
monstrance adorned with
jewels, crowns with sparkles
and gems, and a Holy
Rosary Chain to celebrate
Mother Mary’s birthday to
be offered at Mass later that
day.
At noon moms and
teens were scheduled for
dodgeball in the pool while
little ones began to enjoy
the fan favourite waterslide
time! As dodgeball may
have proven a need for
medical help, the game was
switched to a great game
of beach ball volleyball in
the pool. The sun shone,
competition was high, and
the water was terrific!

After the teens were dry,
Eric Chow lead them in
a mini-retreat which was
followed by snacks and free
time before Mass began at
4:30. Fr. Gerald Sekanga
from St. Charles Garnier
celebrated the Mass with us
- a crowd that maximized
the capacity of the hall!
Melissa Smith and her band
of volunteers lead the young
ones out for children’s liturgy
and Maureen Desmond and
her band lead the music
during the celebration.
Earlier in the afternoon,
Fr. Conrado Beloso joined us
and made himself available
for Reconciliation, and the
Divine Mercy Chaplet was
lead by Doug Lundquist.
These faith elements help
make us who we are as
Catholics so we are grateful
to our priests and volunteers
who offered their time and
service.
At the Family Campfire
event in the evening, Geoff
White and his merry band
of actors entertained us
with skits, jokes and songs
and participation from the
crowd was enthusiastic.
(This writer’s children are
still telling some of the
jokes heard at camp this
year!). As the day drew to
an end, those brave ones
who wanted to participate
enjoyed a game of sardines
in the dark. Lights out at
10:00 was challenging for
some campers as few wanted
the day to end! There was
more singing and visiting to
do!
Sunday

morning,

the

Knights
of
Columbus
pancake breakfast was
graciously prepared by some
Vernon men who provided
all sorts of lavish fixings
this year! IHOP has some
competition here!
Eric Chow closed the
weekend with a prayerful
and musical decade of the
rosary with intercessions
mixed throughout.
Once
again, it was wonderful to
express our faith together as
a group.
As families packed up
to leave, Par-T-Perfect took

care of the kids with their
bouncy castle, fantastic face
painting and climbing wall!
And for some die-hards, the
waterslide provided more
water fun. Our 5th Annual
Family Camp was worth the
countless hours by our camp
committee and will be hard
to top next September!!
For more information
about our Okanagan Catholic
Family Camp visit our
Facebook page. We would
love to see you there next
year!

DIOCESAN
PRESENCE AT
VATICAN II
Bishop W. Emmet Doyle, third bishop of the
Diocese of Nelson (1958-1989) was one of the 2,860
bishops who experienced Vatican II firsthand. He
wrote about the Council and his experiences in the
diocesan newspaper, The Prospector. On December
25, 1961, the Council was formally summoned. In
March 1962, Bishop Doyle wrote that the Council
was an invitation for everyone to take part in the
proposed modernization of the Church.
One topic will affect the other, Bishop Doyle said.
“ The church, as a society of humans, is subject to
wear just as a human body...this organization can
suffer imperfections just as we do and through the
turn of the centuries, there are parts that become out
of date and need to be replaced. The Council will
be a certain rejuvenation of the Church- making it
young again...There will be no change in doctrine,
but rather in discipline”, he said.
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from page 2... of fire”, that

power of love which can
bring new life and vitality
to our families and our
communities.
We wish
to build upon foundations
already planted. Last year,
more than one thousand adult
members of our Diocesan
family took part in Believe.
You came together in dozens
of reflection groups to
share your faith. This year,
the Diocese is promoting
a widely renowned tenweek program entitled
Catholicism. This will give
us a remarkable opportunity
to join our brothers and
sisters on an even deeper
investigation and sharing
of the faith which is God’s
gift to us. The remarkable
success of Believe was built
upon a number of factors.
The pastors of the Diocese
enthusiastically supported
the program. The Office

of Faith Formation fanned
out across the Diocese to
train group leaders in each
community to direct the
discussion groups. Most
of all, the Lord touched
your hearts to respond
with generosity. During the
month of October, members
of the Office of Faith
Formation will once again
fan out across the Diocese
to prepare group leaders to
lead Catholicism. It is my
prayer that the Lord will
once again call forth from
you an enthusiastic response
in order that Catholicism
will be that “tongue of fire”
which will unite us anew
and form within our Diocese
a river of the fire of God’s
love.
Sincerely in Christ,
+John Corriveau, OFMCap.
Bishop of Nelson

St. Eugene
Mission,
Cranbrook
hosts
reconciliation
workshop
The second part of the Returning to Spirit
Reconciliation Workshop was held November 5-9 at
St. Eugene Mission Resort. It was a great occasion for
the First Nations people who were gravely affected
by the Residential School and be reconciled with the
church and lay leaders led by Bishop John Corriveau,
OFM Cap.
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God’s call in our lives
Step 6: Standing firm in faith

By Fr. Bart van Roijen

In my last article I wrote
about the importance of
spending time to abide
in Christ when making a
decision. For we know that it
is in those times that we are
most closely united to Christ,
not only in our outward
actions but in our inmost
thoughts and desires, that we
come to see his presence and
hear his voice in our lives.
All of us know how these
moments are marked by a
greater clarity – a sense of
conviction and purpose that
can only come from God.
But we also know how these
moments can so easily be
supplanted by all kinds of
questions, doubts and fears
that weaken our resolve and
convince us that we were
mistaken.
It is not uncommon for
anyone of us to be caught in
the middle, being directed by
God who reveals himself in
our desire to serve him and

others in a particular way, but
then dissuaded by fear or selfdoubt – “Surely, God cannot
be leading me in this way?”,
“Will I be happy?”, “What if
I was mistaken?” Like Simon
Peter, who is invited to come to
Jesus on the water, we find our
purpose and resolve in Christ
but may lose it to fear and
doubt soon afterwards.
Once we recognize the voice
of the shepherd as the one who
invites us in and through our
desires, thoughts and longings
when we are one with him, we
come to see the fear and doubt
as tools that are used against
us. For God does not lead us
by fear – “Do not be afraid, it is
I”, but by invitation. He does
not seek to trouble our hearts,
but he calls us to trust.
On our part, we must learn
to trust that Christ does speak
to us in and through that
which wells up within us in
the genuineness of prayer. We
must also learn to recognize the
stumbling blocks that are used

against us, standing firm in
faith in what we have received
from God in Christ. The fears,
doubts and uncertainties are
sure to come, but can we trust
God’s voice sufficiently not to
lose heart, to hold firm to the
hope that is ours in him?
There are countless examples
of people called to a deeper
walk with Christ, be it in and
through baptism, marriage or
priesthood, who find it hard
to gather enough resolve to
take the next step. We can all
relate to lingering by the edge
of the pool knowing that the
invitation is real, but afraid
to immerse ourselves. This
invitation begins with Baptism,
“an immersion into” the life,
passion, death and resurrection
of our Lord, and continues
throughout our lives, as we
grow ever more confident by
greater “immersion into” the
wonderful call that is ours to
trust and to witness to Christ.

Two Kelowna parishioners
write history book
“Down Memory Lane
~ Rutland” was a 2008
Centennial Project for
Elaine Senger and Evelyn
Vielvoye. They wanted
to expand and share
history, remembrances and
pictures of their growing
“Rutland District.” This
“legacy” book would not
have happened without
the support, interest and
cooperation of all the people
who helped with stories,
early history, and pictures

of the Rutland district. As they
gathered the stories of the long
time residents it became a most
interesting journey. They took
a lap top computer, a small
scanner, notebooks, and visited
the individual families for
interviews in their homes. They
spent hours on the telephone
talking to people that had
moved to different locations.
Their gatherings began to show
the varied mix of families
that blended and grew in an
area that pulled together as a

Community that thrived
and shared interests. This
resulted in a wonderful
Community Spirit that still
is alive today.
Books are available at
$65.00 each. Contact Elaine
Senger @ (250) 451-6885
or Evelyn Vielvoye @
(250)765-7220.
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The importance
and relevance
of CWL
By: Fr. Rex Velmonte,
Diocesan Spiritual Director

Last August, I attended
the 92nd Catholic Women’s
League National Convention
in Edmonton. The theme was
‘Catholic and Living It’. It
brought us to the questions,
“Are we Catholic enough – in
word and in action?” “Are our
lives a reflection of what God
wants us to be?” St. Catherine
of Siena once said, “Be who
you are meant to be and you
will set the world on fire...”
We say frequently that
young people are the future of
the world. But are not women
also the future of the world?
The powerhouse of women
— sister, mother, grandmother,
great grandmother — is
the reason why the Church
continues to grow, implements
changes and inspires vocation.
Indeed, CWL’s – For God
and Canada - is within the
peripheral and bosom of the
Church. Their faith, enthusiasm
and commitment continue to
inspire and provides a credible
sign in making this world a
better place. Their works made
a difference to Canada and the
world.
I have been a priest for over
13 years and I have noted that the
CWL continues to bring fresh
and relevant ideas, projects and
works to the parish. Personally
speaking, CWL’s presence in
the parish continues to inspire
me in my priestly ministry. I
know I can always count on
the CWL whenever I need a
project, event or something to
get done.
I once heard someone
say that if you’re a Catholic
woman, you should join the
CWL. It makes sense because
the CWL brings evidence to

our lives. In our Diocese of
Nelson, we have 26 councils,
with the membership of 1,838
as of the end of August 2012.
Is there anything more we can
do? Is the CWL still relevant
today? The answer is YES. And
yes, we can do more...we can
make a difference in people’s
lives at home or abroad, if we
have more hands to spare.
For those of you who
are members of the CWL,
I strongly challenge you to
live the meaning of who you
are — what it means to be a
Catholic, that is, a member of
the League? By your words and
examples, challenge and invite
other women in your parish to
be part of the team. Draw them
to the mission of the League
by being a visible expression
in word and deed. For those
of you who are not members,
I urge to join the League! Live
the meaning of your faith within
the umbrella of the CWL.
Don’t ask why, instead why
not? Some of you might say
you have no time. But I say that
it is just a matter of priority —
how much you want to practice
your being Catholic. Some of
you might say it’s structured.
But structure is good because
it gives us purpose, reason,
perspective. There’s a need out
there: emotionally, spiritually,
socially, materially- who’s
going to do it? As St. Paul in his
2nd Letter to the Corinthians
said, ‘Now you are the Body
of Christ and individually
members of it. And then God
has appointed in the Church
first apostles, second prophets,
third teachers; then deeds of
power, then gifts of healing,
forms of assistance, forms of
leadership.’ Through our gifts
and resources and through the
umbrella of CWL, we can do
this! We all have something to
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2nd Annual Clergy
Appreciation BBQ
By Stefan Farrow

It rained, it poured, but there
were smiles all around.
The 2nd Annual Clergy
Appreciation BBQ hosted
by the Knights of Columbus
Councils in the Kelowna
area got over 200 people
in attendance on June 9,
2012..
Everyone was able to enjoy.
Unfortunately, the rain
washed out the children’s
activities this year. Face
painting for the children was
offered, but the two legged
race, and scavenger hunt
were unable to proceed. The
whole event was designed

around a country fair style
atmosphere, and took place at
the Historic Father Pandosy
Mission site, near St. Charles
Garnier Church and the new
Diocesan Catholic Pastoral
Centre. New to the site this
year is a bronze statue of Father
Pandosy.. Many of the local
Knights of Columbus Councils
and Catholic Women’s League
conferences contributed to the
purchase of the statue which
is a wonderful addition to the
site.

of one of the classes at St.
Joseph’s Elementary School in
Kelowna.
The next evening at the 7PM
youth mass at St. Charles
Garnier Parish, Father Gerald
told the congregation that
card he received from the
Kindergarten class was one
of the best gifts he has ever
received. As a new priest,
ordained last fall, he was clearly
touched and very appreciative
of the event.

Each clergy member
in
attendance was presented with
a giant hand made card and
gift certificate.
Each card
was made by the students

offer and do to build the Body
of Christ, the Church.
Jesus said, ‘I am the bread
of life. Whoever comes to me
will never be hungry, and
whoever believes in me will
never be thirsty.’ (John 6:
27, 35-35) The Eucharist has
always been called Viaticum,
our bread for a journey. Jesus
in the Eucharist sustains us all
through the journey. Not only
that he sustains and nourishes
us, but that he is our very
companion on the journey. As
Catholics, through the gifts
we have – all that we are and
all that we offer - let’s strive
then to be companions along
the journey of life. Remember
that as members of the League,
women can make an impact.
Women can make a difference
--- even to those who are
different from us, argue with us
and contradict us. May Jesus,
the Bread of Life, and Mary,
Our Lady of Good Counsel,
empower us with love! Though
their prayer and intercession,
may we truly become food for
others!

Donation
to St. Mary’s
School
The United Commercial Travelers Association
(UCTA) donated $500.00 to St. Mary’s Catholic
School in October of 2012. The UCTA is a
non-profit organization established in the
early 1900’s. Their mission is to raise funds
to donate back to lower profile groups in
society with specific needs. Funds raised go
toward funding breakfast programs in schools,
children’s festivals, the Fort Steel Spooktacular
and various other causes (these are the cave
men seen in local parades). The UCTA operates
in Creston, Kimberley and Cranbrook.
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EDITORIAL

Synod of Bishops
on the New
Evangelization

INVITATION
On October 11, 2011, Pope Benedict XVI
issued his Apostolic letter, “Porta Fidei, the
Door of Faith” and proclaimed a Year of Faith
from October 11, 2012 to November 24, 2013.
October 11, 2012 is a significant date for the
church. It is the 50th Anniversary of the Second
Vatican Council and the 20th Anniversary of
the Catechism of the Catholic Church.
During the Year of Faith, the Pope invites
all Catholics to study and reflect on the
documents of Vatican II and the Catechism of
the Catholic Church. He challenges Catholics
to deepen their knowledge of the faith and to
give witness to the faith which they profess.
Pope Benedict entrusted the Year of Faith
to Mary, the Mother of God. Thus, just as
Mary was the dwelling place of the Son of God
who took human nature in the mystery of the
Incarnation, all of us are given the invitation,
during the Year of Faith, “ to join together
and grow into a holy temple in the Lord”
(Ephesians 2:22)
– CB

(CCCB – Ottawa)... The Holy Father
Pope Benedict XVI presided the opening
of the Synod of Bishops on The New
Evangelization for the Transmission of
the Christian Faith. The ceremony took
place in Rome on October 7, 2012, in
Saint Peter’s Square. Four Bishops from
Canada participated in the opening as
members of the Synod. They were elected

Okanagan
celebrates
new saints

as delegates of the Canadian Conference
of Catholic Bishops (CCCB). The four
were the Most Reverend Gérald Cyprien
Lacroix, Archbishop of Quebec City; the
Most Reverend Brian Dunn, Bishop of
Antigonish; the Most Reverend François
Lapierre, P.M.É., Bishop of SaintHyacinthe; and the Most Reverend John
Corriveau, O.F.M. Cap, Bishop of Nelson.

who took special pride in St. Kateri
Tekakwitha whom they hoped would help
foster a renewal of the faith among the
First Nations in the diocese of Nelson and
in Canada.

An afternoon mass was held October
21 at St. Patrick Mission, Westbank.
Presided by Fr. Wayne Pfliger, Pastor, it
was attended by First Nations parishioners

An afternoon mass was also held on
the same date at St. Edward’s Church,
Winfield. Filipinos from Kelowna and
North Okanagan welcomed their Canadian
friends to celebrate the canonization of
St. Pedro Calungsod, the second Filipino
saint. A potluck followed the mass which
was concelebrated by Fr. Cerlouie Jimenez,
Fr. Francis de la Cruz and Fr. Conrado
Beloso.
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ICC upgrades Catholic cemetery in Kelowna
Immaculate Conception Parish
recently upgraded the old Catholic
cemetery on Casorso Road.
This has been a huge undertaking
(no pun intended!). The cemetery has
never had any irrigation and the cost
of acquiring irrigation was daunting. A
committee was formed to explore ideas
that would be fitting for this consecrated
site. Due to some restrictions, Xeriscape,
an environmental design that needs the
minimal option for water, was the only
appropriate choice.
In the spring the weeds were cut
down, removed and the appropriate
herbicide was applied. Black basalt rock
was placed upon a heavy duty landscape

fabric throughout the cemetery. This
endeavour revealed a few surprises.
Due to the location of the cemetery,
rainwater had been venturing down
the Casorso Road and deviating into
the cemetery eroding the asphalt drive.
The committee needed to explore ideas
for a retaining feature to alleviate this
problem. The outcome was a beautiful
on-site rock wall feature for the entrance
into the cemetery and a small curbing
wall completed the aesthetic vista.
The asphalt in its dilapidated state was
attended to.
Access to the cemetery was also of
great concern. Due to vandalism that
resulted in the destruction of numerous

Quotes re: Vatican II
“The Second Vatican Council could be described as a Pentecostal event
that remains a sure compass by which the Church today takes its bearings.
A major concern throughout its deliberations was how, at a time when the
human race has entered a new stage of history involving many new rapid and
profound changes, the Church can best manifest Jesus Christ so that people
of our time can see, hear and meet him living among us. In response to this
concern, the Holy Spirit guided the Council to promote an ecclesiology of
communion. It is very appropriate therefore that the Eucharistic Congress,
coinciding with this significant anniversary of the Council, should draw our
attention to this theme of communion.”
(from The Eucharist: Communion With Christ and With One Another –
Theological and Pastoral Reflections in Preparation for the 50th International
Eucharistic Congress, June 10-17, 2012)
Pope John XXIII’s Opening Speech at the Council, October 11, 1962

The Entire Church rejoices today
because that longed-for moment has finally arrived when,
under the watchful eye of the Virgin Mother of God,
the Second Vatican Ecumenical Council is opened,
here beside the tomb of St. Peter.
The previous ecumenical councils of the Church,
some twenty in number,
plus many other regional ones,
all prove clearly the vigor of the Catholic Church
and are recorded as shining lights in the Church’s history.
In calling this particular council,
I assert once again the Church’s enduring authority to
teach the faith, and I hope that in these times,
filled with needs and opportunities as well as errors,
the Church’s teachings will be presented
exceptionally well to all people.
From Vatican II in Plain English: The Council (Huebsch, Bill): “Pope John
XXIII’s Opening Speech at the Council,” pp. 85-94.

headstones the cemetery gates have, for
years, been secured with a chain and
padlock. Immaculate Conception Parish
had issued keys to families who made
requests but for families and friends
visiting Kelowna on holiday excursions,
these individuals had no access into
the cemetery. The creative endeavours
of two gentlemen in our Diocese has
resulted in a discreet individual gate that
can be accessed alongside the entrance
with a set of steps and a wrought iron
railing to aid with the descent into
the cemetery. To make sure we were
respectful to any remains unmarked due
to wooden crosses having rotten away,
etc., the services of a seismologist was
requested. This task has now been
completed.
All in all, a worthwhile project which
is now just about completed.
The Restoration Committee has
made requests through the local church
bulletins that families with members
buried in the cemetery come forth to
clean, and add white rocks to their grave
sites. Again, because of many families
whose loved ones are buried there no
longer being able to do the work and
also because we were unable to make
contact with many families, a decision
was made to cover the graves where
able with the white rock.

The 9am Saturday mass at
Immaculate Conception Church on
September 15th was said for the repose
of the souls in the cemetery. This
was followed with a blessing at the
cemetery. Approximately 75 people
attended, many of them descendants of
those buried in the cemetery.
The fundraising for this endeavour
has been through donations, some
from the families and others from the
parishioners throughout the Diocese.
Donations are truly appreciated as the
surprises and revelations have increased
the cost of the restoration. If you have
a family member or other loved ones
buried in this cemetery, and would like
to be part of our cemetery restoration
project, please make your cheque payable
to Immaculate Conception Parish, 839
Sutherland Avenue, Kelowna, BC. V1Y
5X4, marked Cemetery Restoration.
All donors will receive a tax receipt in
due course.
If you are interested in viewing the
restoration in progress, you may visit
Immaculate Conception Parish website
at: www.icckelowna.ca
click on
cemetery restoration.
By: Ethna Tutt.
icccatholiccemetery@gmail.com

Immaculata school news
If I had to sum up the first week of
school with a phrase, I’d pick “Thank
you.” Thank you to everyone who
has made me feel so welcome. Thank
you to the dozens of parents who have
popped in to say “Hi!” and to offer
their continued service and support for
the school. Thank you to the students
who have been polite and respectful.
Thank you to the staff for working so
hard to ensure a quality education for
our students. And, thank you God for
the opportunity to work in a Catholic
school!
I’d also describe the past few weeks
as productive. IRHS has a new cell
phone policy (trail basis), a new WIFI
network, and a new network backbone.
Additionally, students and staff will
benefit from new software that has been
ordered (MS Office).
With all this in mind and all the other

work that goes into the start-up of a
school year I’m happy to see everything
come together so successfully. IRHS is
a well-oiled machine (Thank you Mr.
Campbell!) and I truly enjoy coming
in each day to see it run so smoothly. I
look forward to working with the IRHS
community to continue to support our
students and promote our school.
Immaculata has two new teachers.
As some of you know, Mr. K has retired
after 30+ years, and Ms. Gallagher has
taken some time off. So while I am sad
to see two great teachers leave, I am also
happy that Immaculata was able to scoop
two great teachers, Stephen Caddy and
Miss Leah Kouwenhoven.
Recently at Diocesan teachers’
conference Mr. Kevin Judd was awarded
with a certificate marking 30 years of
service teaching in the Nelson Diocese.
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Impressions of the
Eucharistic Congress
By Fr. Harry Clarke

Following the Eucharistic
Congress in Dublin, June 14
to 19, I noted the following
impressions from my personal
experience.
1. Listening to a talk by Irish
journalist, John Waters, I was
led to a more compassionate
understanding of those Catholics
who find themselves living
in reduced contact with the
Church. He quoted from what
the Pope said at Regensburg:
“modern man has built himself
a bunker in which there are no
windows”. They are fed a piped
in diet each day by the media;
of entertainment, physical wellbeing, tragedy, scandal and
politics. They have little or no
idea of life outside this bunker.
Because they are so cut off from
“the full truth” of who they are
as Baptized persons, are we
being realistic in expecting
them at Mass on Sunday? It
was suggested that the Church
engage in releasing these people
from the deceptions imposed on
them by the confinements of the
bunker.
2. The Abbot of Glenstal,
drew our attention to an insight
of Dublin writer, James Joyce.
Joyce observed that the Church
must deal with Irish people as
they really are and know what
they are like - an ordinary man,
on an ordinary day, with ordinary
thoughts and temptations,
surrounded by ordinary people.
It seems to me that he is right
in this. Ireland was invaded
by “devotional religion” from
Europe after 1860. From then
on preaching was so often not
connecting with the ordinary
person’s daily life. As the story
goes one farmer, after Sunday
Mass, put it like this: “a more
ignorant priest would have
suited us better”. The 10,000
or so who attended each day,
mostly salt of the earth Irish,
were not honored or valued in

this way by the homilies I heard
at daily Mass.
3. The Congress in Dublin
was under a lot of pressure
to acknowledge the scandal
caused by disclosures around
priests’ abusing children. Many
are very angry and terribly
disappointed by this whole
tragic experience, especially
for the sufferings caused to
children and their families.
The Pope made a questioning
comment at the closing Mass
when he referred to this: “How
are we to explain that priests
who regularly received the
Lord’s body and confessed
their sins in the Sacrament of
Penance have offended in this
way. It remains a mystery. Yet
evidently their Christianity
was no longer nourished by
the joyful encounter with Jesus
Christ; it had become merely a
matter of habit”.
4. I would have liked to hear
more on directly on the theme
of the Congress: “Communion
with Christ and one another”.
However, one talk on the Book
of Job did shed light on this
for me. Job represents the true
man of prayer. Jesus wants us
to have Job’s truth, spontaneity
and freedom in addressing God.
More out of their own insecurity
than any need of God the friends
of Job cannot help themselves
from rushing to God’s defence.
The Book of Job condemns this
approach – at the end God says
to Epiphaz “my anger kindles
against you friends – for you
have not spoken of what is right
as my servant Job has”. (Job
42:7). The face to face with God
style of Job led him to a new
sense of wonder, a new trust
in God’s actions, a new way of
seeing God and ultimately new
hope. The Sunday Eucharist is
a great invitation for us to come
before God as Job does.
5. Following the Congress
I headed to a family wedding.
Over the years I have missed
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Major Canadian delegation in
Rome for the canonization of
Saint Kateri Tekakwitha
(CCCB – Ottawa)... St. Kateri Tekakwitha
was canonized by Pope Benedict XVI during a
solemn Mass in Saint Peter’s Square in Rome,
October 21, 2012. St. Kateri was the first
Indigenous woman from North America to
be canonized. Approximately 1500 Canadian
pilgrims participated in the celebrations in
Rome, the majority from the First Nations
and other Indigenous communities, as well
as 17 Canadian Bishops. These include
His Eminence Thomas Cardinal Collins,
Archbishop of Toronto, Archbishop Richard

Smith of Edmonton, President of the Canadian
Conference of Catholic Bishops (CCCB), and
Bishop Lionel Gendron, P.S.S., of Saint-JeanLongueuil. As the Bishop of the territory which
is now the Canadian diocese where St. Kateri
lived and died, Bishop Gendron has a key role
in organizing the celebrations marking her
canonization.
The six other saints who were canonized were:
St. Marianne Cope, St. Jacquer Berthieu, St.
Giovanni Battista Piamarta, St. Carmen Salles,
St. Anna Schaffer and St. Pedro Calungsod.

Holy
Cross
Creston
Holy Cross
Creston’s
Crossroads
Walk for Life
visits with
the Creston
Valley Right to
Life Society

out on many such occasions
but on this occasion my sister
supported the hope of the
couple for my presence. So
I fixed my determination to
get the various permissions
and attend. I met the couple
to review the ceremony and
our conversation on the vows
drew our attention to living out
the words “I will love you and
honor you all the days of my
life”. I had the impression that
the word “honor” came alive
for us. The final preparation
for the marriage was to include
Confessions at the Shrine of
Knock. I must say the wedding
ceremony had a very sacred
atmosphere which continued
into the celebrations which
followed. As I departed the

wedding banquet later in the
night I spoke to the parents of
the groom about the great day
it was in our families - full
of faith, hope and love. My
brother-in –law assured me, that
it would not have happened if I
had not come. Had the Congress
entered my soul, taken some
root and begun to bear fruit? It
was a discovery that just being
presence in the gift of unity is
so important for us priests.
6. At the closing Mass I was
privileged to participate in a
particular moment of God, a
moment of grace. Unavoidably,
I was at the stadium three
hours ahead of Mass time and
while moving around a lady
asked me if it was possible to
go to Confession. She said: “I

really want to be part of this
day and I want to receive Holy
Communion”. Her tears were
clearly present on her tired face.
A few days later I was out for a
walk and it came to me to pray
for that woman. For a moment
the veil lifted that hides the
secrets of God. I recognized
that it was Jesus coming back
into her life, to give her back
her true dignity as a daughter of
God. He was fixing her broken
heart, her shattered personality
and placing her once more in the
heart of the Church. That was
my most revealing experience
with Jesus at the Eucharistic
Congress.
7. You can find all the talks of
the Congress at the website:
www.iec2012.ie
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Holy Cross
Creston
Right: Holy Cross Creston 2012 Confirmation class –
Father Tom Kakkaniyil, Breanna Lee, Bishop Corriveau,
Sue-anne van der Merwe and Christopher Bohn.

Left: Holy Cross Creston
2012 First Communion class –
Front row: Alyssa Walton, Mitch Rawluck,
Hannah Pugh and Brynn Mailhot
(back row) Assistant Stephanie Bohn,
Teachers Candace Barnes and Vera Hohl,
and Assistant Desirae Robinson

Right: Holy Cross Creston
Knights of Columbus in the
Blossom Festival Parade
May 19, 2012. left to right:
Gordon Martin, Brian
Lansing, Oscar Courchaine,
Steve van der Merwe, Andre
Robert, Merv Syroteuk, Ron
Wastrodowski, Dan Kusalik
and Gilles diClaire (sitting)
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One CWL
council for Trail
The
Catholic
Women’s
League was established in Trail
in 1933 when the St Francis
Xavier Council was formed. It
was followed by St. Anthony’s
and Our Lady of Perpetual Help
Councils in 1939. St. Joseph’s
Council in Warfield was formed
in 1944. The St. Francis and St.
Anthony councils amalgamated
in 1986. For over 75 years,
members in the Trail area have
exemplified ‘Faith in Action’
by their service in the parish
and community – stepping up
whenever help was needed.
As the dynamics of the Trail
area have changed, the Catholic
community is working to build
one vibrant parish. In 2010,
the three local CWL councils
were asked to consider forming

one council. There were many
council discussions, meetings
between the councils, and
increased participation together
in programs and social events.
In May 2012, the formal vote
was taken at a meeting presided
over by the Diocesan President,
Beth Bosch. The Trail Catholic
Community Council was formed,
with charter president Teresa
Mandoli.
With the amalgamation there
may be some growing pains. But
with love and prayer , and under
the guidance of Our Lady of
Good Counsel, the members of
The Catholic Women’s League
in the Trail area will continue to
play a vital role in the growth of
the Trail Catholic Community.

Religious
education class
– blessing of the
animals –
St. Michael’s Parish
in Sparwood.
Every year the Blessing of the Animal is held during the first
week of October, to coincide with the Feast of St. Francis of
Assisi.
Animals of all kinds are brought to local churches to be
blessed in honor of St. Francis, who loved all living things, and
was very kind to animals.
St. Michael’s parish in Sparwood was in great support of this
event. They had a wonderful show of pets: eight dogs, three cats
a horse and pony. The children were thrilled to have their pet
friends blessed, and really enjoyed the pony rides afterwards.

Pilgrimage:
shrines and
sanctuaries of Central
and Eastern Europe
By Carol Penno

For 20 days (June 18 – July 7),
22 pilgrims from Nelson Diocese
joined by 27 other pilgrims from
Vancouver & Calgary gathered
for the Pilgrimage to Central and
Eastern Europe. Fr. Rex Velmonte of
Penticton was the Spiritual Director.
On June 19, we landed at Frankfurt
Germany and took our bus ride to
Wurzburg, Germany. Next stop was
Prague, Czech Republic. One of the
attractions is the Astronomical Clock
of 1410AD in the Old Town Praha. We
then hurried to the Vltava River for
a lunch cruise starting at the famous
Charles Bridge. From there we walked
to the Cathedral Shrine of the Infant
Jesus of Prague for Holy Mass and
Veneration of the Child Jesus.
Our next destination was
Austria. We stopped at Melk Abbey,
Benedictine Monastery. After Mass,
we did a cruise on the Danube River
followed by a bus trip to Vienna. The
next morning we celebrated Mass
at Our Lady of the Bowed Head
Church/ Carmelite Monastery.
On June 24, we journeyed to
Brezje, Slovenia, to St. Vitus Church.
There is a miraculous painting of
Mary, Help of Christians on a side
altar. We also visited the Church of
our Lady of the Assumption.
June 26, off to Padua, Italy for
a visit and Mass at St. Anthony`s
Basilica. Then we visited the Church
of Sts. Jeremiah and Lucy, where St.
Lucy’s body is preserved in a glass
casket. She was martyred in the 3rd
century, venerated as the patron saint
of eye diseases.
We next journeyed to Rijeka,
Croatia to visit the Shrine of the

Blessed Virgin Mary, Our Lady of
Trsat - situated on the ground of a
Franciscan Monastery. Tradition
speaks of the small house in which
Mary was born being transferred by
angels to Trsat (1291-1294) before
its arrival in Loreto, Italy. Trsat is
known as the Croatian Nazareth.
Friday morning, June 29, after
Mass we headed south to Medjugorje.
Then we went to St. James Church
for Mass. The following day,
we visited the beautiful city of
Dubrovnik, Croatia then back to
Medjugorie. From there, we headed
north to Ludbreg, Croatia, one of
the places for Eucharistic Miracles.
In 1411, a priest who consecrated
the wine watched in awe as the wine
turned into blood at the moment of
consecration. This precious relic is
enshrined in a beautiful monstrance
in the Church of the Holy Trinity.
In Poland, we visited a UNESCO
attraction, the Salt Mine of Wieliczka.
Impressive is the underground
cathedral with chandeliers made out
of salt. Many chapels surround the
interior space of the mines. We went
to the Convent of Divine Mercy in
Lagiewniki. We visited the convent
where St. Faustina lived. In the
morning we visited the burial site
of St. Faustina. Next, we were off
to Auschwitz for a guided tour of
the Memorial and Museum. Our
next destination was Wadowice, the
birthplace of Blessed John Paul II.
Then we drove to cross the Polish
Plains to reach Czestochowa (Jasna
Gora). The last Shrine of our trip was
in Lichen. This is the largest church
in Poland and is modelled after St.
Peter in Rome.
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Revelstoke
confirmation
class
Bishop John with
Revelstoke confirmation
class, May 13, 2012.
Revelstoke Parish
hold its St. Patrick’s
Tea last March 17.

ST. CHARLES GARNIER CWL gather
for blessing of new meeting room
On September 11, 2012
Members of the St. Charles
Garnier Council gathered at
the meeting room of the newly
erected Pastoral Centre for a
special ceremony in honour of
Our Lady of Good Counsel,
Patroness of the Catholic
Woman’s League of Canada.
Bishop John invited Father
Conrado to conduct the
ceremony on his behalf. Father
Conrado blessed and installed
a plaque, which dedicates the
room to Our Lady of Good
Counsel. Along with the
plaque, an oval profile plate of
our Lady was also attached to
the door.
This dedication ceremony
was in response to a Motion
made by St. Charles Garnier
CWL in which the Council
contributed a five thousand
dollar offering to furnish a
room at the Pastoral Centre.

St. Charles CWL members in front of the Pastoral Centre, September 11, 2012,
after the blessing of their room in the Pastoral Centre
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East Kootenay Parishes start
Spiritual Adoption
By Linda Deluca

Spiritual adoption program began at St. Michael’s (Sparwood),
St. Bernard’s (Elkford) and Holy Family (Fernie) on October
2, 2011 and concluded on July 5, 2012.

What is the Spiritual
Adoption Program?
• It encourages prayers for babies in danger of abortion.

For more inform
ation about the
Spiritual
Adoption Program
and how you can
br
in
g it to
your parish, your
school, your prayer
group, or if
you would like ca
rds to distribute to
your family,
friends, etc. please
contact:
Bob Paige at 248
474-8064
or write to him at
the following addr
ess:
P.O. Box 217 Nov
i, MI 48376
email: rjpaige@m
sn.com
www.SpiritualAdo
ption.org

• Educates adults and children about the development of the pre-born
child.
• Provides mothers in need with assistance at a ‘baby shower’ of
donated baby gifts, or simply celebrate with a ‘birthday party’ at the
conclusion of the program

How does it work?
• It’s very simple. Participants pledge to pray for nine months
for a baby in danger of abortion. During each month of
the program, the “spiritual parents” are given information
about their baby’s development in the womb.
•

While this child will remain unknown to his or her ‘spiritual parent’,
God knows who the child is. Many people have found that naming
‘their child’ helps to keep them focused on the reality that their prayers
are helping to save a particular baby from the harm of abortion.

• We were also encouraged to name our baby and give him or her an
identity.
• At the end of the program a ‘baby shower’ or ‘birthday party’ can
be held and gifts of baby items donated given to a local pregnancy
center.

Who benefits from the
Spiritual Adoption Program?
• Everyone! While it is not always possible to see the particular
effects of prayer, we know through Scripture that God wants us
to pray, and we know by faith that He answers all prayers. The
educational aspect of the program is beneficial to people of all ages,
including children. Churches and schools are encouraged to display
the very gentle and appealing full color posters that both depict and
describe in words the baby’s development each month. There is no
mention of abortion on the posters. Some schools obtain enough sets
of posters for each classroom and/or entrance or exit to the school.
We made that commitment to pray the ten-second prayer daily for our
“adopted child”.

“Jesus, Mary and Joseph, I love you
very much. I beg you to spare the life of
the unborn baby that I have spiritually
adopted who is in danger of abortion.”
Prayer of Archbishop Fulton J. Sheen

Baby shower / evening for life
On Thursday July 5, 2012 at St. Michael’s in Sparwood we
presented a Baby Shower to conclude the Spiritual Adoption.
Mass of Life to start the evening at 6:30 pm. We invited, Lois
Hutchinson from the Birthright house of Penticton.

Baby bottle drive
A dozen empty baby bottles were offered to those
who would like to fill with coins, cash or cheque.
This drive started on Mothers Day May 13 and ended on Fathers
Day June 17.
All proceeds benefited those receiving services from Birthright
House of Penticton. $302.70 was the final total.

Diaper drive
4,080 Diapers were collected and brought to Penticton Birthright
House
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Reflections
on the Faith
BAPTISM
By Bart van Roijen

When asked what he
considered the most important
event in his life, Pope John
Paul II spoke of the day of
his baptism.
Though he
wasn’t conscious of what was
happening at the time, the
Sacrament of Baptism marked
him forever and set the stage
for the rest of his life.
The word “Baptism”, the
Catechism of the Catholic
Church tells us, means “to
plunge” or “to immerse”. This
plunging or immersion is not
just in reference to the physical
action that is employed in the
sacrament but “symbolizes
the catechumen’s burial into
Christ’s death, from which
the newly baptized rises up by
resurrection with him, “as a
new creature”.” (#1214)
When preparing parents of
young children, I often speak
of the need for a two-fold
immersion. Not only must the
child undergo an immersion
by water, but he/she must also
undergo an immersion into faith.
Though the gift of faith always
remains a gift that proceeds
from the Father, parents are
commissioned on three separate
occasions to immerse their

child so completely in faith
that it becomes an integral and
permanent part of who they are.
Faith is a pre-requisite in
the reception of the Sacrament;
be it the budding faith of the
individual seeking Baptism or
the faith of the parents bringing
their child. Faith is essential.
Though the “faith required for
Baptism is not a perfect and
mature faith” (#1253), it does
require a desire and a setting
in which it can grow and be
nurtured. The Catechism of the
Catholic Church confirms that
“...faith needs the community
of believers. It is only within
the faith of the Church that each
of the faithful can believe.”
(1253)
“Baptism is necessary
for salvation for those to
whom the Gospel has been
proclaimed and who have had
the possibility of asking for
this sacrament.” (#1257) For
it is in this Sacrament that
the person participates in the
Passion, death and Resurrection
of Christ and derives his/her
life from him. It is also in and
through this sacrament that all
the other sacraments are made
available, each celebrating and
participating in the mystery of
Christ’s life and ministry in the

life of the Church.
Baptism is the beginning of
the life of grace. It marks the
end of sin and a new beginning
of goodness. Though the lure
of sin may still cause us to
stumble, the path has been set
and we are not left without
resources. Christ is our way,
the Spirit is our companion and
the Church is our support as we
journey to the Father. Though
weak, we are strengthened.
Though frail, we are held up.
Though prone to look back,
we share a common vision.
Our identity is found in Christ
himself and in the Body of his
people, the Church.
“Baptism constitutes the
foundation of communion
among all Christians, including
those who are not yet in full
communion with the Catholic
Church.” (#1271)
For
whenever anyone is baptized
in the name of the Father, the
Son and the Holy Spirit, there
Christ is present and, with him,
the Church.
In so far as Baptism
incorporates a person into new
life in Christ and binds that
person into communion with
all believers, so the baptized
person is called to minister
Christ to the world. Our life is
no longer our own; it is Christ,
whose life we share, who lives
in us. And, in so far as we are
united to him and one another,
so our life becomes missionary,
sent to share the Good News
that we have received with all
those we meet.

St. Charles Garnier Knights recognize
excellence in Catholic education
By Stefan Farrow

In May of this year, St.
Charles Garnier Knights in
Kelowna resolved to recognize
the amazing teachers that our
local parishes and Catholic
Schools in Kelowna employ
with an annual award entitled
the Father Michael J. McGivney

Award for Excellence in
Catholic Education. This award
is to be presented to a teacher
or administrator who extols
the
greatest
virtues
of
Christianity. They must be
active in their parish community
and in communion with the
Holy See.

On June 27th, the first award
was given to John Campbell at
the Immaculata Regional High
School graduation ceremonies.
Immaculata’s Principal of
17 years, Mr. John Campbell
moved on to his new position as
principal at St. Thomas Aquinas
High School in Vancouver.
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St. Joseph
School news
By: Stella Majic

The students and staff
of St. Joseph School,
Kelowna participated in
the Twoonies for Turkeys
drive. A minimum donation
of $2 allowed the donors
to wear jeans to school
for the day. Jayden and
Isabella presented Randy
Benson, Executive Director
of the Kelowna Gospel
Mission, with a cheque for

$485. This money was put
towards purchasing turkeys
and all the trimmings
for the Mission’s annual
Thanksgiving dinner.
On September 13, the staff
of St. Joseph School cooked
dinner for their students’
families. This annual event
was a “welcome back” to
returning families and a
“welcome to” newcomers to
our school community.

Paolo Sales

B.Sc. Pharm., Pharmacist/Owner

250-707-2952

2441A Main Street • Westbank, BC

Michelle De Guzman

B.Sc. Pharm., Pharmacist/Owner

250-763-5312

102A, 1100 Lawrence Avenue • Kelowna, BC

Your health. Our priority.

St. Kateri Tekakwitha:
first native
North American saint
St. Kateri Tekakwitha was born in 1656 to a Christian
Algonquin mother and a Mohawk father in upstate New
York. At the age of 4, smallpox attacked her village, killing
her parents and baby brother. The smallpox left her with
facial scars and impaired eyesight.
Adopted by an uncle who was a Mohawk chief, Kateri
embraced Christianity. Because her family did not accept
her decision to be a Christian, she became an outcast and
was threatened with torture if she did not renounce her
religion. Kateri fled from her village to the Catholic mission
at Sault Saint-Louise near Montreal in July 1677. On March
25, 1679 she made a vow of perpetual virginity to devote
her life totally to Christ.
When she died in 1680 at the age of 24, her last words
were, “Jesus, I love you.” It was reported that immediately
after her death, the scars on her face disappeared.
St. Kateri is known as “The Lily of the Mohawks.”
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The Second
Vatican Council:
What was it and why is
it important today?
Episcopal Commission
for Doctrine
Canadian Conference
of Catholic Bishops
October 11, 2012

1. This year the Catholic
Church celebrates the 50th
anniversary of a momentous
event: the opening of the
Second Vatican Council. Today,
however, many Catholics –
particularly the young – have
scarcely heard of the Council,
while others may know very
little about it. Therefore, as
Bishops, we wish to take this
occasion to call to mind the joy
and vitality that the Council
brought to the Church through
its key teachings.

What is a
council?
2. During a council, Bishops
from around the world gather
together so that, with one voice,
they can clearly proclaim the
teaching of the Catholic Church.
Because the Bishops are the
successors of the Apostles and
are united with the Pope, who
is the successor of Peter, the
teachings of an ecumenical
council represent the highest
level of the Church’s teaching
authority.

Why Vatican II?
3. Although in the past,
councils often gathered to
respond to some threat to the
faith, this was not really the
case with Vatican II. One day,
Pope (now Blessed) John

XXIII surprised everyone by
announcing that there would be
an ecumenical council. When
the Council opened almost
three years later in 1962, he
laid out the reason for it:

December 2012
again the Church’s unchanging
faith in Christ in a way our
contemporary culture could
understand. This “updating” (or,
in Italian, aggiornamento) of the
way the faith is communicated,
however, also reveals a certain
deepening or development in
the way the faith is understood.
Cardinal Léger of Montreal,
speaking during the Council,
explained the task facing the
Bishops in a similar way:
“With diligence and prudence,
we must distinguish established
doctrines from theological
opinions, taking care to never
do anything to make the faith of
believers needlessly difficult.
On the contrary, we must know
how to seek, with our priests
and faithful, an ever deeper
knowledge of the Gospel.”
As we now consider some
of the key teachings of Vatican
II, we will examine some of
the ways that the Council has
deepened our knowledge of the
Gospel.

The documents

What is needed, and what
everyone imbued with a
truly Christian, Catholic and
apostolic spirit craves today,
is that this [Catholic] doctrine
shall be more widely known,
more deeply understood, and
more penetrating in its effects
on men’s moral lives. What is
needed is that this certain and
immutable doctrine, to which
the faithful owe obedience, be
studied afresh and reformulated
in contemporary terms. For
this deposit of faith, or truths
which are contained in our
time-honored teaching is one
thing; the manner in which
these truths are set forth, with
their meaning preserved intact,
is something else.

4. The teachings of a council
are expressed in its documents,
which are produced and agreed
upon by the Bishops who attend.
The Second Vatican Council
produced many (see appendix
for a complete list), the result
of lively debate and discussion.
The most important of these
are the four “Constitutions,”
which are often known simply
by the first two words of
their Latin text. These are:
Sacrosanctum Concilium (on
the Sacred Liturgy), Lumen
Gentium (on the Church), Dei
Verbum (on the Word of God),
and Gaudium et Spes (on the
Church in the Modern World).
As a way of highlighting the
key ideas of the

Pope
John’s
speech
electrified those in attendance
so that, in the words of one
Canadian priest, “there was
joy in the hearts of all and tears
in our eyes.”2 The tone and
direction was set for the rest of
the Council. It was clear that
Vatican II was not convoked in
order to answer pressing threats
or to change Church teaching;
rather, its goal was to proclaim

Council, we will discuss
some important points from
these documents which are
so relevant for our lives as
Catholics today.

The liturgy
5. The liturgy, or the
celebration of the Mass, is
“the summit toward which
the activity of the Church is
directed; at the same time

it is the font from which
all her power flows.” Thus,
it was fitting that the first
document issued by Vatican
II, Sacrosanctum Concilium,
was on the liturgy. Although
the structure of the Mass has
changed over the centuries,
before Vatican II it had taken
on a fairly established form for
about 400 years. Yet, in practice,
the way it was often celebrated
before the Council was in need
of a certain renewal: many
laypeople did not understand
the Latin prayers used in the
liturgy; some priests celebrated
Mass in a hurried manner not
in keeping with the dignity
of the Eucharist (since they
may not have understood
the Latin either); and there
was often a general lack of
participation by the laity.
Vatican II’s Constitution on
the Liturgy, however, called
for the “fully conscious and
active participation in liturgical
celebrations” of all the faithful.
The Council Fathers also
decided on something that
had an immediate and direct
impact on all Catholics: the
increased use in the Mass of the
language of the people. This
move toward the use of the
vernacular has opened up the
richness of the prayers of the
Church’s liturgy to those who
do not know Latin. In English,
we have recently been blessed
with a new translation of the
Mass which faithfully captures
the beauty of the Latin prayers.

The church
and the world
6. When Vatican II is
discussed today, this discussion
usually centers on the Church,
particularly the documents
Lumen Gentium (on the
Church) and Gaudium et Spes
(on the Church in the Modern
World). As another Canadian
participant in the Council, the
Archbishop of Halifax James
Hayes pointed out, “the whole
purpose of the Council was to
help us realize and understand
what the Church really is.”
Vatican II has given us a fresh
understanding of what the
Church is, how we become

holy, how we can be saved, and
how we see other Christians,
and we will consider each of
these points in turn.

Images of
the church
7. First of all, what is the
Church? While recognizing the
numerous traditional images
and metaphors for the Church,
Vatican II gave new emphasis to
that of the Church as the People
of God.8 By emphasizing this
image, the Council wanted to
bring out more clearly the fact
that, while the Church is united
with Christ, it is not identical
with him; it is also composed
of people who “belong to or
are related to it in various
ways” (e.g., Catholics, other
Christians, etc.). It also exists
in history, as a pilgrim on the
way to the kingdom of God.
The advantage of speaking of
the Church as a people is that
it highlights the fact that the
Church is not Christ and is
not yet perfect. The opening
line of the Constitution on the
Church sums this up perfectly:
“Christ is the light of nations. .
. . a light brightly visible on the
countenance of the Church.” In
other words, the Church is not
itself the light, but its mission
is to reflect the light of Christ.
This vision helps the Church
remain
humble,
avoiding
arrogant triumphalism.

The universal
call to holiness
8. Before Vatican II, many
of the Catholic faithful had the
idea that the call to holiness was
basically reserved to priests,
nuns, and other consecrated
persons. The Council made
crystal clear, however, that all
are called to sanctity.11 Lay
people, Bishops, priests, nuns,
etc.: each is called, in a different
way, to live out God’s universal
call to holiness. We see this
truth manifested in the Church’s
choice, since the Council, to
declare “Blessed” and “Saint”
Catholics from all walks of
life and vocations. Examples
of such lay people include
St. Gianna Molla (2004), St.
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Kateri Tekakwitha (2012),
Blessed Pier Giorgio Frassati
(1990), as well as married
couples such as Blesseds Luigi
Quattrocchi and Maria Corsini
(2001). Clergy and religious
include the Canadians Blessed
François de Laval (1980), St.
Marguerite Bourgeoys (1982),
St. Marguerite d’Youville
(1990), and St. André Bessette
(2010).

Salvation
9. The Second Vatican
Council strongly reiterated that
Jesus Christ is the Saviour of
everyone. Since in him God
has entered the world in order
to redeem it, all salvation
comes from Christ. And while
this unique offer of eternal life
is given first of all through
the Church, which is Christ’s
Body, it does not necessarily
stop with those who have been
baptized. “For, since Christ
died for all men, and since the
ultimate vocation of man is in
fact one, and divine, we ought
to believe that the Holy Spirit
in a manner known only to
God offers to every man the
possibility of being associated
with this paschal mystery.”13
This means that even nonChristians can be saved. Yet
this salvation always comes
from Christ, the Saviour of all,
through his paschal mystery
(i.e., his suffering, death, and
resurrection).
This means that when
the Church proclaims Jesus
Christ as the Way, the Truth,
and the Life (cf. Jn 14.6), it is
not imposing something from
outside, but rather proposing
to all that which corresponds to
their innermost being:
The truth is that only in the
mystery of the incarnate Word
does the mystery of man take
on light. For Adam, the first
man, was a figure of him who
was to come, namely Christ the
Lord. Christ, the final Adam,
by the revelation of the mystery
of the Father and his love, fully
reveals man to man himself
and makes his supreme calling
clear.
...To read more, go to:
www.cccb.ca
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Bishop Corriveau:
The spirituality of communion
will renew the Church today
On October 9, 2012,
the Most Reverend John
Corriveau, O.F.M. Cap.,
Bishop of Nelson, made
his intervention at the XIII
Ordinary General Assembly
of the Synod of Bishops on the
New Evangelization and the
Transmission of the Christian
Faith. The following is an
unofficial summary of his
intervention:
“Pope John Paul II
teaches that communion is
the mission and the prophetic
response of the Church to the
individualism of our age. He
stresses that the Church will
fulfill this mission only if
it promotes a spirituality of
communion (Novo Millennio
Ineunte, 43). A spirituality
of communion is profoundly
Trinitarian. When Trinitarian

love burst upon the world in
the Incarnation, a new and
vital power of relationship,
of unity, was revealed to the
human family. The call to
communion is more than a
slogan. It is a conversion of
heart. In the great missionary
outburst of the Church during
the 19th and early 20th century,
there was a great coherence
between the Church’s selfunderstanding
and
the
spirituality which expressed
it. The Church described
herself as a ‘perfect society
leading souls to God’. This
found expression in ascetical
spirituality, a spirituality of
personal perfection. It gave
birth to a host of apostolic
religious congregations and
ecclesial movements which
bore the Gospel throughout

the world. The spirituality of
communion must spawn a
similar renewal in the Church
today, giving birth to religious
congregations and ecclesial
movements. Existing ecclesial
movements and religious
congregations must also renew
their spirituality and mission in
light of the communal identity
of the Church. Ministers and
pastoral agents, as well as
ecclesial movements and
religious congregations with
spiritualities shaped and
energized by the Mystery
of the Most Holy Trinity,
will open new avenues for
dialogue with our secularized
world, making an important
contribution to the new
evangelization.”

Holy Cross news
By Ann Avdovich

The Holy Cross school
community got off to
a busy start this school
year. Enrolment is up and
we welcome many new
families to the school. We
also welcomed two new
teachers, one of whom, Mrs.
Tenya Harries, is teaching
grade 2 during Mrs. Mollyo
Nordine’s maternity leave.
The Nordines welcomed
a dear baby boy, Quinton,
to their family in August.
Quinton’s christening, at the
end of September, was an
example of the wonderful
community spirit at Holy
Cross, as many members
of the school community
were in attendance, and the

school’s junior choir sang at
the event.

assistant,
family.

Congratulations, also, to
Mrs. Julianne Beauchamp,
on two counts...she is now a
Grandma, and she received
first class honours during
a summertime voice class.
Julianne has established two
school choirs this year, and
they are already booked for
many special functions!

We took part in a three day
conference in Cranbrook in
September.

Another new face at
Holy Cross is Mlle. Jennifer
Chisholm, who has been hired
to teach French to all grades.
This is a wonderful new
initiative, as typically core
French is taught beginning in
grade 5, in B.C. Bienvenue,
Mlle. Chisholm! We also
welcomed Mrs. Bernadette
Barrie, a new educational

to

our

school

School community events
thus far have included a fun
open house/bbq in September,
the annual Terry Fox run and
another successful walk-athon in support of our school.
The next major fundraiser,
the Fall Ball was scheduled
for November 17. Holy Cross
will also be supporting an
elementary school in Tanzania
as well as the Holy Childhood
Association this year.

15

Prayers for
many more
years:
Kimberley CWL
celebrated its 75th
Anniversary on
June 7, 2012

Pope
names
two new
Doctors
of the
Church
Pope
Benedict
XVI
proclaimed two new doctors
of the Church at mass on
October 7, 2012 in St. Peter’s
Square. St. John of Avila, a
16th century Spanish priest and
St. Hildegard of Bingen, a 12th
century German Benedictine
Abbess.
Pope Benedict said that St.
John was a profound expert
on the sacred scriptures who
had a uniquely profound
understanding of the Mysteries
of the Redemption which Christ
worked for humanity.
The
Pope
cited
St.
Hildegard’s knowledge of
medicine, poetry and music
and extolled her as a woman
of brilliant intelligence, deep
sensitivity and well-known
spiritual authority.
The Doctors of the Church are
saints honoured for important
contributions to the church’s
theology and spirituality. Of the
35 Doctors of the Church, St.
Hildegard is the fourth woman
joining St. Therese of Lisieux,
Catherine of Sienna and Teresa
of Avila.
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St. Theresa’s
Parish Bazaar,
29 Sept. 2012
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Spiritual Adoption
program in Sparwood, BC

Holy Spirit CWL apple
crisp production

Pilgrimage
of Faith
We believe, we pray,
We give and share –
We walk together
And follow Jesus on the way.
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We do believe
By Sr. Elaine Biollo, SC

The winter and spring time
found many adult formation
programs being held. Those
of us in the Office of Faith
Formation were overwhelmed
by the number of people
engaged in the various
programs. It has indicated to
us that there is a great need
for adult faith formation in the
diocese.
The first program that we
embraced was the Believe
program. This is a program
produced in England by a
company called Faith Café. It
is a program for evangelization
produced and directed by
David Payne. The program
consisted of six DVDs that
showed how the Creed came
to be an essential part of our
faith. What it was not was an
analysis of the words of the
Creed but rather it captured the
spirit and the meaning of it as it
was lived through the centuries.
In the series David Payne takes
us on a journey to where the
Creed was first developed
and interviewed people like
Jean Vanier, the Patriarch of
Constantinople, as well as
some Catholic theologians.
To help persons lead the
session, Holly Routley and I
travelled to different areas and
trained eighty-four facilitators.
In the end over one thousand
persons attended the sessions!
The sessions were held in the
parish setting and in many
parishes the session was
offered numerous times. Care
was made to offer the sessions
during the day as well as in
the evening so that they would
be more readily available
to seniors.
Even though
some persons struggled with
the English accent, the vast
majority of feedback for the
series was extremely positive.
The success of this program
was involvement of the whole
community in the parishes
– priests, religious and lay
persons. We came together as

a community to learn and to
share faith.
During a weekend in August,
the diocese launched the CCCB
program On Good Soil. It was
included as part of the priests
study days so that the priests
could be present with two, three
of four, of their parishioners.
Sandy Prather, past director
of Star of the North Retreat
House in St. Albert, Alberta,
retreat director, facilitator for
workshops led the workshop.
In the time together Sandy gave
us an overview of the material
in the book and helped us to
have a hands on look at the
book ourselves. Participants
came from every corner of
the diocese. Every parish was
represented.
The One Good Soil
document is a resource
for Pastoral Planning for
Evangelization and Catechesis
with Adults. The Preface of the
document states: The Bishops
of Canada perceive the need
for a resource that offers new
insight and direction to aid
those engaged in the ministry
of evangelizing and catechizing
with adults in our day, and
that offers helpful, practical
orientations and suggestions to
help us respond effectively. The
Bishops of Canada recognize
that we live in a changing
society and things that we may
have taken for granted in the
past, such as the parish church
as the centre of community in
an area, is changed. We live
in a technological age where
the door to the knowledge is
the internet. Family structures
have changed and Canada
has
become
increasingly
multicultural.
Because of
things such as this, we cannot
continue to do things as we did
in the past. This workshop
was a beginning point for using
this document. It is now to be
studied in individual parishes
especially by those engaged
in ministry with adults. If
you have not yet heard of this
document in the parish, ask
your priest when it will be
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launched in your parish.
The third adult formation
session that was held had to do
with addressing end of life issues
from a Catholic perspective.
We were very fortunate to be
able to have Sr. Nuala Kenny
MD as the presenter. Sr. Nuala
is a well-known Canadian
doctor and ethicist who
speaks on topics of Catholic
morality and contemporary
medicine not only in Canada
but internationally as well.
We did not have a lot of time
to advertise the program but
again the numbers of those who
attended was overwhelming.
In the morning, we had eighty
five registrations but one
hundred and twenty nine were

present, in the evening we had
five registrations and in the end
sixty-nine people appeared.
The Diocese of Nelson is
very large geographically and
people often have to travel
considerable distances to
attend workshops. We have
found that the distribution of
quality programs on DVDs has
proven a very good way for
us to reach out to people. The
face to face component is still
very necessary and is the most
favoured manner of formation.
Program after program people
responded to in numbers that we
had never foreseen. If this was a
diocese with large cities such as
Vancouver, Calgary or Regina
we would have anticipated

large numbers of participants.
We are nowhere near the size
of those cities. Still these three
events held over a period of six
months have shown the thirst
our people have for adult faith
formation.
Where are we now? We are
now launching the Catholicism
series hosted by Fr. Robert
Barron. Facilitators are being
formed and the program made
available in every parish in the
diocese. We expect no less in
terms of participants as were
there for the Believe series.
Of this we can be assured:

the Spirit of God is
alive and active in the
hearts of our people.

Year
of faith
Our Lady of
Lourdes Grade 5
class prepares for
“The Year of Faith”.

PEACE, DEVELOPMENT & YOU
JOIN a leadership workshop for Young Adults & Youth ages 18 to 35 years
sponsored by the Nelson Diocesan Development & Peace Committee.

Where: Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, West Kelowna
When: January 25th to 27th, 2013
The keynote speaker for this event is Fr. Bob Holmes, a Baslian priest currently
working with the Peacemakers Team and former principal at Immaculata High School
in Kelowna. He will also provide a workshop during this event examining how peace
affects development in our world.
The workshop will be directed by a young, dynamic facilitation team of social justice
activists from BC & Toronto. They have the desire, knowledge and experience with the
Canadian Catholic Organization for Development & Peace to make this a fruitful and
fun weekend.
Watch for promotional materials & registration documents in your parish. Ask for
additional information from your parish Development & Peace Rep. or your parish priest.
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Cranbrook Knights Hotdog Day

Cranbrook Knights
doing Hotdog Day
at St. Mary’s School
for the annual Terry
Fox run. Cranbrook
Knights also gave
a cheque of $500 to
help Cranbrook’s
Community Living
Program.

St Edwards
grotto Mass

St Edward’s parishioners and visitors celebrate outdoor Mass to celebrate The Blessed Virgin Mary’s Assumption – August 15, 2012.
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A year’s work
As we approach the first anniversary of implementing
our new translation of the Roman Missal it seems
appropriate to look back at this year’s liturgical journey.
It has truly been a “liturgia”, a work of the people and
of our priests, to master the slight though significant
changes in the new texts and even more to master the
new musical settings for the Gloria and acclamations.
The introduction of the “General Instruction of
the Roman Missal (GIRM)” as found in the new
translation of the Roman Missal reminds us that “This
people, though holy in its origin, nevertheless grows
constantly in holiness by conscious, active, and fruitful
participation in the mystery of the Eucharist.” (GIRM
#5) Has our understanding and participation deepened
over the last year? Is that evident as we participate in the
Sunday Eucharist? Have we grown as a community of
faith because we have been immersed as participants in
the mystery of Christ and been able to respond together
in the expression of that faith?
Our Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, has designated
this year, the 50th anniversary year of the 2nd Vatican
Council, as a Year of Faith. In many ways Vatican II
returned the liturgy of the Eucharist to the people through
use of the vernacular and encouraged us to participate
more fully and more consciously in this central action
of the people of God. May this new translation of the
Roman Missal and all the effort that has been expended
in helping us fully experience and embrace it help us to
grow in holiness and to be the light that our faith calls
us to reveal to our world.
Sister Nancy Hurren, CND
Cathedral Parish, Nelson, and a Member
Nelson Diocesan Liturgy Committee

Father Francis Dela Cruz, Pastor of St. Pius X Church in Kelowna is seen here
refereeing the Okanagan Filipino Club’s Annual Summer Volleyball Tournament.
Father brought with him his knowledge of the game as he was coach for a Volleyball
team in the Philippines. No one questioned his calls! Photograph taken by Victoria
Oppertshauser.

Msgr’s 80th Birthday
Monsignor Charles Mulvihill, former Vicar General, celebrated his 80th birthday
on July 21, 2012 at Immaculate Conception Church. He concelebrated Holy Mass with
Bishop John, Bishop Eugene, Fr. Don Wilson, Fr. Sebastian and Fr. Louie. His niece, Mary
Mulvihill, flew all the way from Ireland to join in the celebrations.

Living rosary

First communion
children of
Revelstoke with
Sister Cecilia and
Fr. Cecil Nuῆez,
April 22, 2012

Our Lady of Lourdes Catechism
students, parents and parishioners
celebrate their 6th Annual Candle Light
Living Rosary, October 3, 2012.

