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Bishop John Corriveau, OFM Cap opens
the holy door of the Cathedral of Mary
Immaculate, Nelson, Dec. 8, 2015

Opening of the
Holy Door of
Mercy—“Whoever
comes in by me will be saved”
- John 10:9

2

March 2016

Catholic Mountain Star

BISHOP’S MESSAGE

Restoration of the Permanent Diaconate in the Diocese of Nelson

Bishop John Corriveau, OFM Cap.
Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,
Mercy was integral to the
proclamation of the reign of God in
the ministry of Jesus. The Gospel
of Luke describes a typical day
in the ministry of Jesus: “He then
went down to Capernaum … where
he began instructing them on the
Sabbath day” (Lk 4:31). Then Luke
adds: “At sunset, all who had people
sick … took them to him, and he laid
hands on each of them and cured
them” (Lk 4:40).
Teaching the
people, instructing his disciples and
extending the healing hand of mercy
to the sick, the troubled and the poor
were all integral to the proclamation
of the reign of God.
The early Church continued this
proclamation of the reign of God
inaugurated by Jesus. The preaching,
teaching and witness of the
apostles formed the early Christian
community described eloquently in
the Acts of the Apostles: “They (the
early Christians) devoted themselves
to the apostles’ instruction and the
communal life, to the breaking of
bread and the prayers” (Acts 2: 42).

The early ministry of the apostles
was devoted to the formation of
these Eucharistic communities of
faith. The Apostles very quickly
chose others to assist them in this
priestly ministry. For example, we
hear of the ordination of Timothy,
chosen to assist the ministry of St.
Paul: “Do not neglect the gift you
received when … the presbyters laid
their hands on you” (1Tim. 4:14).
Pope Francis reminds us that
“Jesus Christ is the face of the
Father’s mercy.” At the beginning
of his public ministry, visiting his
home town of Nazareth, he applies
to himself the words of the Prophet
Isaiah: “The spirit of the Lord … has
anointed me…. To bring glad tidings
to the poor …liberty to captives,
recovery of sight to the blind and
release to prisoners, to announce a
year of favour from the Lord” (Lk
4: 18 – 19). Pope Francis helps us
to understand the central importance
of this ministry of mercy which
he describes as “the bridge that
connects God and man”.
He tells
us that mercy is “the fundamental
law that dwells in the heart of every

person who looks sincerely into the
eyes of his brothers and sisters on
the path of life”. When we look
into the eyes of our neighbour,
we look beyond the disability, the
disadvantage, the illness, even the
sinfulness, and, pushing aside all of
the debris of human life, we see the
essential dignity and the yearning
for love hidden in every human
heart. “Human beings, whenever
they judge, look no farther than the
surface, whereas the Father looks
into the very depths of the soul.”
Mercy touches the creative goodness
which is ours as images of our God.
We see this occurring constantly in
Jesus’ mission of mercy. One day
Jesus meets a blind beggar named
Bartimaeus who shouts: “Son of
David, have pity on me” (Mk 10:47).
At first sight, Jesus makes a strange
response: “What do you want me
to do for you?” (Mk 10:51). It was
obvious what the beggar wanted!
He wanted a handout! With selfless
tenderness, Jesus looks into the heart
of Bartimaeus and touches the depth
of the man’s being, renews his hope
and Bartimaeus blurts out: “I want to
see!” (Mk 10:51). Jesus revealed to
Bartimaeus his deeper identity, the
passion of his life as one searching
for sight, but a sight which is much
more than physical: “Your faith has
healed you.” Bartimaeus, restored
to sight, follows Jesus. This is
constantly repeated in the ministry of
Jesus. Besides teaching the people
and instructing his disciples, Jesus
constantlyextended the healing hand
of mercy to the sick, the troubled
and the poor. Thiswas integral to the
proclamation of the reign of God.
Mercy quickly became an
integral part of the ministry of the
early Church.
This is recorded
in Acts of the Apostles: “As the
number of disciples grew, the ones
who spoke Greek complained that
their widows were being neglected
in the daily distribution of food”
(Acts 6:1). Unable to respond to
all of the demands of the rapidly
growing Christian community, the
apostles asked the community to
choose seven men who would care
for charitable needs within the
community. Just as Timothy was

set aside to assist the apostle Paul in
the priestly ministry of the Church
through the laying on of hands, so
these seven men stood before the
apostles “who first prayed over them
and then imposed hands on them”
(Acts 6:6). They were ordained and
set aside for “diakonia”, the Christlike service of mercy.
The apostles and those ordained
to assist the priestly ministry of
building Eucharistic communities
of faith were not exclusively
responsible for the life of the
community. Many other lay faithful
were active building the Christian
community. For example, we learn
that a business lady named Lydia
actively collaborated with St. Paul
in establishing the first Christian
community in Europe at Philippi in
Greece (Acts 16).
Likewise, the
early deacons of the Church were
not exclusively responsible for the
charitable ministry of the Church.
However, just as those ordained for
priestly ministry were central to the
Eucharistic life of the community, so
those ordained for “diakonia”, gave
official and sacramental direction to
the community’s ministry of mercy.
Both priest and deacon collaborated
in the ministry of the apostles giving
rise within the Church of a threefold
ministry of bishop, priest and
deacon.
Renewing the practice of the early
Church, the Second Vatican Council
restored the order of deacons. The
permanent diaconate is meant to be
“a driving force for the Church’s
service or diaconia toward the local
Christian communities and a sign
or sacrament of the Lord Christ
Himself.”
Because the deacon is
a public and “living icon of Christ
the Servant within the Church,” his
ministry encourages all the baptized
to commit themselves to service
of the ecclesial community and
the world.
Celebrating this Year
of Mercy and, made aware of the
centrality of the ministry of mercy
to the proclamation of the reign of
God, after consultation with the
Council of Priests and the Diocesan
Consultors, it has been decided to
Continued on page 3...
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Ask the Pastor

By Fr. Bart van Roijen
What is the Role of the Parish
Liturgy Committee?
The Liturgy of the Church belongs to
the people of God and is best celebrated
when pastors and people work together to
enhance the celebration of liturgy in the
parish. In order to facilitate this, Parish
Liturgy Committees must take steps to
educate themselves in the workings of the
liturgy. Together with their pastor, those
serving in liturgical ministries should
familiarize themselves with the basic
documents on liturgy. Beginning with
the General Instruction to the Roman
Missal, the pastoral notes contained in
the Ordo and the rubrics of the Mass,
efforts should be made to understand
...Continued from page 2
call permanent deacons for
service in the Diocese of Nelson.
I invite those who feel called
to serve the gospel of Jesus in this
ministry of service to a period of
prayerful discernment. Those who
are married should do so together
with their wives and families. I
encourage the priests and faithful
of the Diocese to approach those
who display gifts necessary for this
ministry of mercy and to encourage
them in their calling.
A fuller
document describing the permanent
diaconate, the qualities expected and
the formation required is contained
in this issue of Mountain Star and
can be accessed from your parish
and from our diocesan website at
www.nelsondiocese.org.
May the Holy Spirit guide and
inspire this important Diocesan
initiative in this Year of Mercy.
Fraternally in Christ,
John Corriveau,
O.F.M. Cap.
Bishop of Nelson
Ash Wednesday
February 10, 2016

and celebrate the liturgy in the manner
intended. “The Constitution on the Sacred
Liturgy” (Vatican II), “Redemptoris
Sacramentum: on certain Matters to be
Observed or to be Avoided regarding the
most Holy Eucharist” (2004), “Ecclesia
de Eucharistia” (Pope John Paul II, 2003),
The pastoral notes in the Catholic Book of
Worship III and any directives that come
from the Bishop’s Office, as chief liturgist
in the diocese, are also worthy of study
and consideration.
Good liturgy is rarely achieved by the
ministry and understanding of the pastor
alone. He, like anyone else, is limited by
his own preferences, habits, idiosyncrasies
and blind spots. It is only by working
together, studying together, ministering
together and the presence of meaningful
feedback and ongoing discussion that the
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liturgy becomes the property of the entire
community; only then can meaningful
“full, conscious and active participation”
take place.
Parish Liturgy Committees should
be made up of a selection of different
ministries. Music Ministers, Readers,
Eucharistic Ministers, Greeters and
Ushers, Sacristans, Servers, Artists and
interested members from the congregation
should all have a voice. This voice,
however, should not simply represent a
particular ministry, but see all ministries
in relationship to the whole. Like an
orchestra, each ministry serves a part
without drawing attention to itself, thus
working in unison to help promote a fuller
participation into the Mass.
Most

parish

liturgy

committees
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suffer from two weaknesses. An overdependence on the pastor’s knowledge
(and preferences) in regards to liturgy
(every time there is a change of pastor,
everyone adjusts themselves to the new
administration, re-enforcing a particular
authoritarianism that does nothing to
advance growth or understanding in
liturgy) and/or Liturgy committees
focused on the change of liturgical
seasons and special celebrations, with
little attempt towards meaningful
education, evaluation or understanding of
the liturgy and its effect on the life of the
parish. Parish liturgy committees should
first be educated by the best resources the
Church has to offer; decisions are only as
good (and lasting) as the education and
meaningful engagement that has preceded
it.

EDITORIAL

Even Now
Things happen and provide hints of love’s abiding presence.
They affirm grace, or the lack of grace, to emphasize the moments which friendship alone can cherish
and celebrate.
“I have called you friends” (John 15:15).
“I have told you this so that you may not fall away” (John 16:1)
“I have told you this so that you may have peace in me” (John 16:33).
Thus, we try to live sincerely with our responsibilities and shortcomings, knowing that the word is in our
midst.
We appreciate the beautiful patterns of dreams and the departure of dreams.
We recognize with gratitude:
- the historic meeting of Pope Francis and Patriarch Kirill;
- the 500th anniversary of the Reformation;
- the Catholic prayers which were held in Henry VIII’s chapel for the first time in 450 years;
- the ongoing Year of Mercy.
We also note the local things which define the clarity of our being:
- the death of Fr. Matthieu Gombo-Yange, OFM Cap;
- the retirement of Fr. Harry Clarke;
- the Year of Mercy retreats given by Sister Phyllis Giroux, SC and Sister Nancy Hurren, CND;
- the arrival of Fr. Ruben Buela, Fr. Rafael Benosa and Fr. Jorge Villegas, OFM Cap;
- the introduction of the permanent diaconate;
- the generosity of our parishioners who welcome refugees, perform works of mercy while affirming
- the need to safeguard and defend life in all its stages;
- and the gift of spring.
Thus, “we are sure of the things we hope for, and certain of the things we cannot see” (Hebrews 11:1).
--CB
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The Liturgy of the
Word
By Fr. Bart van Roijen

“The Liturgy of the Word is to be
celebrated in such a way as to favour
meditation, and so any kind of haste
such as hinders recollection is clearly
to be avoided.” (General Instruction of
the Roman Missal #56)
Those charged with the ministry
of God’s Word should take care to
prepare themselves well, familiarizing
themselves and meditating on the
reading throughout the week. They
should proclaim the Word in such a
manner that it gives proper dignity
and life to the text and emphasizes the
importance of the Word made flesh in the
midst of the assembly. Brief periods of
silence, following each reading, further
enable a spirit of openness. Ministers
of God’s Word could be asked to remain
at the ambo, head bowed slightly, to
facilitate this brief period of silence.
In all they do, those who minister are
to be servants of the Word and should
not draw attention to themselves in
any way, be it in the clothe they wear,
their outward appearance or in their
mannerisms.
Those approaching the ambo should
do so directly and with reverence. No
bowing is required.
“The reading of the Gospel
constitutes the high point of the Liturgy
of the Word. The Liturgy itself teaches
the great reverence that is to be shown
to this reading by setting it off from the
other readings with special marks of
honour, by the fact of which minister
is appointed to proclaim it and by
the blessing or prayer with which he
prepares himself.” (GIRM #60) The
Gospel is the fulfillment of the entirety
of Scripture and the physical fulfillment
of all things in Christ. It is only at the
time of the Gospel that the minister
bows to pray, the people stand and an
acclamation is sung.
All parishes have been asked to
purchase the Book of Gospels and use
it. It should be brought up by one of
the ministers of the Word as part of the
opening procession, placed face up on
the middle of the altar and should be
processed to the ambo by the minister
of the Gospel at the time of the Gospel
Acclamation. The Sunday Lectionary,
having been removed from the ambo
after the Second Reading, is replaced
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by the Book of Gospels. The Book of
Gospels is not processed out at the end
of Mass.
The Homily is a necessary part of
the Liturgy; it is meant to instruct and
nurture all those who are gathered.
Through it, the Homilist reflects on
the Word of God and administers
God’s mercy to the people. Whenever
prudence dictates, he may also use this
time to instruct the faithful on some part
of the Liturgy, the feast celebrated or
some other catechetical need. Because
of its importance in fostering a greater
appreciation of God’s Word, and in
nurturing the Christian life, great care
should be taken in the development of
Homilies. They should not be omitted
on Sundays and Solemnities without a
grave reason.
The Homilist, by his gestures,
posture and delivery, should not
draw attention to himself. He should,
however, be able to draw his listeners
into a deeper encounter with God’s
Word, using a rich variety of methods
and illustrations. In doing so, the
Homilist puts into language that which
he has contemplated throughout the
week, offering a glimpse into his own
study, interaction and understanding of
a Word that is ever active, ever new.
The Liturgy of the Word concludes
with the Profession of Faith and the
Prayers of the Faithful. In the Prayers
of the Faithful, the people exercise their
participation in Christ’s priesthood by
calling to mind the needs of the world
and placing them before God the Father.
“The intentions announced should be
sober, be composed with a wise liberty
and in few words, and they should be
expressive of the prayer of the entire
community.” (GIRM #71) These
prayers include intercession for the
needs of the Church, public authorities,
the salvation of the world, those in need
and the local community (cf. #70).
These prayers are best formulated by
the Faithful themselves. “They are
announced from the ambo or from
another suitable place, by the Deacon or
by the cantor, a reader, or one of the lay
faithful.” (GIRM #71) The Celebrant
concludes the prayers with a short
oration, after which the minister returns
to his/her place.
.
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Works of Mercy in Fruitvale Parish
1.

Active ministries of Mercy:

Monthly food donations for our
local WINS (Women In Need Society)
over many years
Our snowflake tree is an annual
event that supports those in the
community with gifts for children, the
gifts are added to the Christmas hampers
for less fortunate families, again over
many years
Communion & visits from the
Church to those who are shut-ins, elderly
or ill parishioners
A new parishioner who relocated
to Fruitvale from Toronto & originally
from India has been & continues to be

given support in many ways from our
Parish. Previously it was a family from
Korea who we supported when they
relocated here, they are now able to be
self-sufficient & are active members of
our Parish
On Dec. 13 a parish potluck was
held following Mass for the parishioners
& the community as a whole
2. As a small parish we have many
parishioners involved in many ways in
each of the above ministries
3. For further information, please
contact Barb Leavitt: barbleavitt@
hotmail.com

THERE IS HOPE
AFTER ABORTION
By Kevin Burke

Theresa Burke of Rachel’s
Vineyard has noted for years in her
international post abortion outreach,
that it is common for women (without
the benefit of a healing program) to
confess their sin of abortion multiple
times. There is a difficulty embracing
the grace and forgiveness of the
sacrament. Women and men may still
struggle after confession with guilt,
depression and anxiety. They may
still be troubled by an inability to
forgive themselves and trust that God
really forgives them.
The Rachel’s Vineyard program
features grief work in a group setting,
with the loving support of the retreat
team and other participants, and
within that process an opportunity to
receive the sacraments of Eucharist
and Reconciliation. The weekend
program acts to cleanse the heart
damaged by abortion. Now a mother
or father is free to welcome their
unborn child into their lives with
love. They can develop a spiritual
relationship with their child, and
embrace the sure hope of being with
them in eternity, God willing. There
is now no further need to continue to
confess their sin of abortion.
May this Jubilee Year of Mercy
call many wounded souls to embrace
the mercy and forgiveness of Christ

and His Church and to consider
attending an abortion recovery
program. An excerpt from an article
by Kevin Burke, LSW Co founder of
Rachel’s Vineyard Ministries.
The next Rachel’s Vineyard
Retreat in Kelowna will take place
in the spring. For information call
Sue 250-762-2273 or email info@
rachelsvineyardkelowna.com.
Confidentiality assured.

East Kootenay Plans
for Year of Mercy
By Fr. Gabriel
Chinnaperiannan

We have planned ‘Two
Events for the Year of Mercy’ on
behalf of our Deanery.
1. Divine Mercy Celebration
at Christ the King, Cranbrook
during the 2nd week in April
2016
2. A special Stations of the
Cross at Radium Hot Springs in
May 2016 with Reconciliation
Service imploring the Mercy of
God for all.
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Penticton provides hampers
By Rene Barone

St. Ann’s Conference of the
Society of St. Vincent dePaul in
Penticton (SSVP) operates a Food
Bank, which delivers hampers to the
needy, three times a week. It also
runs an Annual Christmas Hamper
Campaign. In December 2015 it
delivered 387 Christmas
Hampers.

accomplished through the donations
of Penticton’s generous people and
organizations.

Cross School students help SSVP
members transport all supplies from
the trucks to the hall.

In early November, SSVP opens
a phone line to accept requests for
Christmas Hampers. This line is

Volunteers come to prepare all the
hampers.

The SSVP Christmas
Hamper Campaign has
been on for a number
of years. Over the last
five years, it has cost the
Society between $18,000
to $22,000 to successfully
carry out the project.
The project starts in
September when SSVP
members decide the number
of hampers to distribute. For
2015 the members decided
on 375 hampers.
This
number was based
on the Society’s
financial projections
to the end of the year.

Every year the good people at
BC Tree Fruits donate 1200 lbs of
apples toward the Christmas Hamper
Campaign SSVP includes Christmas
gifts to all hamper recipients. This is

Only now are we ready to start
filling the hampers. This is done
by another group of volunteers
made up of Vincentians, church
and secular organization, and
individuals who have generously
volunteered their time.
It’s a
big job that takes a minimum of
three days. Each hamper will be
different depending on whether
it is for a family, a couple, or an
individual. Appropriate gifts are
selected by the age and sex of the
recipient(s), and the hampers are
tagged for either a turkey or a
ham.
On Thursday before delivery
day, the perishables – eggs, bread,
oranges - are picked up from the
grocery stores and placed in the
hampers. IGA loans its carts
for transporting the hampers
from the hall into the delivery
vehicles.

Following
the
September meeting,
SSVP
members
started contacting
suppliers.
They
booked the hall at
St. Ann’s Church
for a week. Then
they contacted the
Penticton Curling
Club and Senior
Drop in Centre to
borrow their tables.
Each year
SSVP
members
rely on Penticton’s
grocery retailers who have partnered
with them. These retailers waive the
purchase limits on their specials, and
often give SSVP special prices on
larger orders. These retailers include
Penticton IGA, Shoppers Drug
Mart, Save on Foods, Tim Horton’s,
and the Royal Canadian Wholesale
Club.

then passed to a couple of volunteers
who each year do an amazing job
labelling and organizing the hampers
by address.

The hampers are delivered
on Saturday before Christmas.
On the morning of delivery
day, the frozen turkeys are
picked up from IGA and
loaded in a truck outside the
staging area. Starting at 9:00
AM, as the volunteer drivers
leave the hall with the hampers,
a turkey or a ham – as per the
recipient’s request – is added
to the hamper. With the help
of many volunteer drivers and
helpers, all the hampers are
distributed before noon.
manned by a small group of volunteers
who return the calls. These volunteers
determine how many adults, teens,
and children are at each address
including their sex and age – so that
the appropriate gifts may be selected.
They also ask if the client(s) would
like a turkey or a ham. This line
usually stays open until eight days
before delivery day.
Once all the supplies are
purchased, they are moved them to the
basement of St. Ann’s Church. Holy

There is a group that repackages
bulk foods like tea, coffee, sugar,
potatoes,
carrots,
and
onions.
Members label and wrap gifts;
designate which toy or gift will be
given;pack homemade cookies that
have been donated by St. John Vienne
Parish, and package candies which
have been donated by the Catholic
Women’s League.
Once the phone line closes, a
master list is produced. This list is

South Okanagan
Deanery
Year of Mercy
Celebration
Saturday, May 14, 2016 starting
at 1pm and end with Mass at 5pm in
St. Ann’s Parish, Penticton.
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Works of Mercy in
Penticton
Besides Society of St. Vincent de Paul,
Discovery House and Birthright, one of the main
ministries that is very active and needed in our
community is MINISTRY TO THE SICK….
visiting the sick at homes, shut-ins and the home
bounds. We have a number of homes in the
community.

workshop and we are able to recruit some new
members. Indeed, these volunteers see the need
of being there for the sick and the elderly…to give
them Holy Communion, to be an inspiration and
source of faith, and mostly their gift of presents.
By Fr. Rex Velmonte

On January 30, we held another meeting/
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Ministries of Mercy
Sacred Heart Parish, Rossland
1.) Community Soup Kitchen
Inviting the community for a healthy lunch and companionship every other Tuesday during the Year of Mercy
Contact: Maureen Oliver
(250) 362-0034
maureen_lyle@shaw.ca
2.) Food Basket Sunday
Donations for local foodbank - ongoing since many years - every
first Sunday of the month
Contact: Joyce Bourchier
(250) 362-5093
jbourchi@telus.net
3.) CWL Teas (Fall Tea & St. Patrick’s Day Tea) Money raised
goes to different organizations (Development and Peace etc.) ongoing since many years
Contact: Alida Nesmith
(250) 368-0006
queen100@telus.net
4.) Catechism group activities
Different activities: e.g. Children writing cards to the sick people
in our parish, children trying to save coins during lent for D&P

Penticton’s Ministry to the Sick and the Elderly.

Contact: Sabine Bruckmeier
(250) 362-9033
sabine.bruckmeier@gmail.com

Throughout the Year:

- Home communion visits and outreach

5.) “Joshua Tree” during Advent
Gifts for the poorer children in our community, collected and
distributed by the Firefighters - ongoing since many years

- 1st Sunday of the month: Food bank Sunday
(also on Thanksgiving & Holy Thursday)

- World Day of the Sick Service

Contact: Rita Verdon
(250) 368-8852 sorry, no email

Works of Mercy at Holy Trinity Parish, Trail

- School Aid: - School supplies for poor families

- Regular Charismatic Prayer Times for the Sick

- Refugee Committee

- Special Services for the Dead in November (at
cemetery and in Church)

- Donations for emergencies

Christmas Time:

- Helpers for the local food bank

- Gifts of Hope: For those suffering with mental
health issues

- Two community dinners (for the needy,
widowed, lonely)

- Snowflakes: Presents for children

- Funeral luncheons / left-overs donated to
different community groups

- Christmas caroling at Care Homes (by school
and by parish)

- Active Development and Peace Committee

- Advent Festival in Church (proceeds go to
charity)

- Weekly Masses at care homes / Special teas at
care homes
- Hospital ministry (active visiting ministry)
- Great supporter of Hospice

6.) Advent Music
One night of advent music with our choirs and the United Church
choir - ongoing since about 5 years Proceeds go to local foodbank
Contact: Tammy McLean
250 362 9494
climb-on@telus.net

SPIRITUAL
WORKS OF
MERCY

. Instruct the ignorant
. Counsel the doubtful
. Admonish sinners
. Bear wrongs patiently
. Forgive offences willingly
. Comfort the afflicted
. Pray for the living and the
dead

CORPORAL
WORKS OF
MERCY
. Feed the hungry
. Give drink to the thirsty
. Clothe the naked
. Shelter the homeless
. Visit the sick
. Visit the imprisoned
. Bury the dead
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JubileeYear of Mercy
Programs of Creston, BC
By Fr. Thomas Kakkaniyil

Spiritual Act of Mercy:
1. Bible Study of the gospel of
Luke on all Wednesdays in the Hall
from 10 am to 11am
2. Read aloud 10 chapters of Bible
in families, starting from Genesis
to Revelation.
3. Prayer of Rosary aloud in
families as family prayer.
4. Recite Poe Francis’ Prayer on
all 1st Sundays of the weekend
Masses.
5. Pilgrimage and visit through the
Holy Door at Nelson.
6. 24 hours of adoration on March
4th from 8.30 am.
Corporal Acts of Mercy:
1. Donate food to the Food Bank.
2. Visit and prayer with the sick and
the elderly of the parish.
3. Donate a wheel chair to the
Creston Public Health Hospital.
4. Partial support of refugee
families both in the Diocese and in
Creston
5. Celebrate any of the feast of
Blessed Mary with prayers and
entertainments and food.

Diocesan
Celebration
Chrism Mass
Cathedral of Mary Immaculate
Nelson, BC
March 21, 2016, 7pm

LIFE CONCERNS
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It’s Time For Optimal Palliative Care
By Louise McEwan

Physician-assisted
death
is
coming soon to a health care
institution near you. You won’t
need to be terminally ill to access
this
‘medical
intervention’.
The Supreme Court of Canada
Carterdecision gives Canadians
the ‘right to die’, and provides an
answer to the perennial problem of
pain and suffering.
In my view, Carter is about
more than the ‘right to die.” It
reflects shifting national values
about the nature of human suffering.
This shift has a lot to do with the
rejection of religion in general, but
more specifically with the rejection
of the Judeo-Christian tradition that
shaped our nation.
Some of the values of the
tradition conflict with the values
Carter expresses. The tradition
looks to God’s plan to guide human
behavior. Carter relies on personal
autonomy and choice. And whereas,
the
Judeo-Christian
tradition
searches for a redemptive value in
suffering, Carterrejects suffering.
While people have always
struggled with the reality of
suffering, throughout history people
have recognized and accepted
suffering as part of the mystery of
being human. In days past, people
were perhaps more willing to grapple
with suffering and to scrutinize
its meaning than we are today.
We are much more likely to view
suffering in all of its manifestations
(summarized in Carter as illness,
disability or disease) as an affront
to our dignity and a threat to our
‘quality of life’.
I spoke with Sister Nuala
Kenny about Carter and the thorny
reality of human suffering. Kenny,
a member of the Sisters of Charity
of Halifax, is also a pediatrician and
the founder of the Department of
Bioethics at Dalhousie University.
She was a member of the ProvincialTerritorial Expert Advisory Group
on Physician-Assisted Dying, which
released its recommendations at
the end of November 2015. She is
a strong opponent of physicianassisted death.

In Kenny’s view, Carter “goes
far beyond the media valorization of
Within Catholicism, Kenny
the person who is in intractable pain worries
that
Catholics
have
and suffering.” She zones in on two capitulated to the contemporary
major problems.
values of independence, choice
and control. We are reluctant to
Carter “is an extreme honoring accept the mystery of suffering;
of individual autonomy, but an we have become so enculturated
autonomy that then requires a that our deepest values may be
reciprocal obligation on the part of unchristian. “We don’t even know
others.” It places an obligation on that it (physician-assisted death) is
physicians to respond positively wrong.”
to a patient’s request for death.
As a physician, Kenny sees this
In approximately four months
obligation as a betrayal of the time, even if no regulations are in
Hippocratic tradition. We have a place, physician-assisted death will
“huge obligation to provide support be legal in Canada. And while the
for the physical symptoms, that time for debating the pros and cons
is compassion in itself, and that of physician-assisted death has past,
allows the person who is terminally it is not too late to minimize the
ill or dying to deal with the spiritual potential harms of Carter’s overly
and emotional and psychological broad and permissive criteria.
challenges.” As a Catholic religious,
the focus on individual autonomy
In my view, a productive
expresses a lack of trust in God’s response for those of us who have
plan for the individual and the grievous concerns about physiciancommunity.
assisted death centers on palliative
care. Canadians need quality and
Carter turns suffering, which accessible palliative/hospice care.
is a metaphysical reality, into a This is holistic care that tends to the
medical problem. To explain the complex needs of the suffering body
“medicalization of suffering”, Kenny and soul, neither hastening death
points to the reasons that lead people nor prolonging life.
to request physician-assisted death.
These reasons include a sense of a
Physician-assisted
death
is
loss of dignity and of independence, coming soon to your community.
worries about becoming a burden to Isn’t it time for optimal palliative/
others, uncertainty about the future, hospice care to do the same?
and fears of isolation and a lack of
care. “Those are issues of human
Trail BC resident Louise McEwan
suffering. The medicalization of is a freelance writer with degrees in
suffering uses death as a treatment English and Theology. Her blog is
for suffering, because there is no www.faithcolouredglasses.blogspot.
prescription for suffering.”
com. Contact her at mcewan.lou@
gmail.com
In the Christian tradition,
when a person suffers, he or she
metaphorically shares in the Paschal
mystery – the suffering, death
and resurrection of Jesus. Kenny
(cf. John 12:24)
points out that for Christians the
notion that physician-assisted death
The desire to rise above
is a compassionate and merciful
The ordinary is embedded
response to suffering “repudiates
In nature.
the suffering of Jesus” and “flies in
A grain of wheat, buried
the face of the mystery of suffering.”
In the ground,
While this may appear ludicrous to
Awakens to behold
non-Christians, for those of us who
The sky,
profess the Christian faith, it should
Eager to bear
inform our attitude to suffering, and
Many other grains.
shape our response to the Supreme
Court decision.
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Archdiocese of
Vancouver
ARCHBISHOP’S
OFFICE
January 11, 2016
The Honourable Christy Clark, MLA
Premier of British Columbia
West Annex, Parliament Buildings
Victoria, BC V8V 1X4
Dear Premier Clark:
I am writing in response to the Interim
Report of the Select Standing Committee
on Health to the Fourth Session of the
40th Parliament of British Columbia.
This letter sets forth the concerns of
the Catholic community of the Lower
Mainland which are undoubtedly shared
by many British Colombians.
I the first place, the Catholic
community strongly support increased
availability of palliative care. We encourage
the Parliament and Government of British
Columbia to ensure that equitable and
generous access to palliative care is
provided to all residents of the Province.
We are convinced by our faith, by our
long-standing tradition of providing care
for the sick and the needy, and the witness
of health care professionals who assist
the dying that palliative care is the most
practical and ethical way to ensure that all
British Colombians can die in a manner
that respects human dignity.
Secondly, lest there be any doubt
about the matter, the Catholic community
does not support suicide, assisted suicide
or euthanasia. We are convinced that
human dignity is threatened when human
life can be taken at will. Moreover, no
Catholic – including elected officials,
provincial officials, health care workers,
administrators or others closely affected
by proposals to provide legalized assisted
suicide or euthanasia – can in good
conscience support, works towards or
promotes access to suicide, assisted
suicide or euthanasia.
Many British Colombians of other
religious or ethical traditions agree with
us. Our position does not rest exclusively
on a Christian or faith-based foundation,
and for that reason includes many and
diverse individuals and groups who,
for serious reasons, are opposed to the
legalized killing of patients.
That said, and with the realization
that the Supreme Court of Canada has
ruled that Canadians can, under certain

circumstances, legally assist in the suicide
of others, I would like to address some
specific concerns that arise from this
decision.
1.)

Open and Inclusive Consultation

Changes to laws and regulations
governing assisted suicide will affect all
British Colombians. It is therefore of great
concern that, according to the Interim
Report, the Subcommittee of the Select
Standing struck to review submissions on
the subject of assisted suicide heard only
two presentations.
If the laws and regulations governing
assisted suicide are going to take into
account the needs and concerns of our
Province’s diverse communities, then it
is reasonable to ensure that the process of
developing recommendations be open to
all and inclusive of all our citizens.
The Catholic community, which
includes many Catholic Health care
facilities in the Province, not to mention
Catholic health care professionals and
other health care workers, wonders
why they did not receive an invitation
to be consulted, especially given our
contribution to health care in British
Columbia.
We recommend, therefore, that the
Government consider setting up a new,
open and inclusive consultation process.
2.)

Protection for Vulnerable Persons

We are concerned that when assisted
suicide is legal, vulnerable persons
could be coerced into accepting or even
requesting suicide.
While we understand that the
proposals for the provision of legalized
assisted suicide intend to ensure that only
persons competent to consent would be
so assisted – and while we understand
that such proposals intend to ensure that
safeguards are out in place to prevent
coercion - we are skeptical that coercion
can always be avoided.
Ideally, such safeguards would
be insurmountable, but we draw your
attention to the following potential
dangers:
In some jurisdictions where
assisted suicide is legal, the safeguards
put in place do not require accurate,
transparent and timely reporting of the
status of persons killed or the manner
in which their death was brought about.
This makes it impossible to know
if they were coerced or even if they
consented. Such concerns are increased
if assisted suicide were to take place in a

home care setting, as is suggested in the
Interim Report.
Depression is a leading cause
of request for suicide. Very often, if
the depression is treated, the patient
withdraws the request. Treatment for
depression can often take some time
before it becomes effective. Moreover,
depressed persons’ ability to consent
can be compromised by their mental
illness. Will depressed persons be given
adequate time and treatment so that they
can reconsider their decision?
Elder abuse is, tragically,
increasingly common in our Province,
especially when the neglect of elderly
persons is considered abusive. Certainly,
neglect and abuse can motivate a person
to consider suicide, and all efforts should
be made to exclude such motivators.
Popular opinion often considers
assisted suicide as a reasonable measure
for those who are dying, elderly, or
severely disabled. The dignity of such
vulnerable groups of persons in our
society may become compromised
if assisted suicide becomes socially
acceptable.
3.)

Conscience Protection

Everyone has the right to have their
conscience respected. Canadians enjoy
legal protection of that right, recognized
in the Charter of Rights and Freedoms.
We urge you to ensure that laws and
regulations that govern access to assisted
suicide protect the conscience of both
individuals and institutions that ethically
cannot participate in another person’s
suicide.
Conscience protections must ensure
that individuals who ethically cannot
participate in an assisted suicide suffer
no harm to their career or any other form
of discrimination. Likewise, the right
of institutions to avoid participation
in assisted suicide must be recognized
and explicitly include their continued
equitable participation in the provincial
health care system.
The issue of referral is of enormous
particular concern. No one – and no
institution – that is ethically opposed
to participation in assisted suicide can
be compelled to refer to another person
or institution without having their
conscience seriously violated. Acts of
referral are necessarily acts of complicity.
We recognize this in other serious
ethical matters; for example, to refer a
prisoner for torture in another jurisdiction
implicates those officials who refer. No
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Catholic individual or institution can in
good conscience participate in referral for
the purpose of assisted suicide.
If medical professionals were in
any way coerced into conduct that they
consider morally wrong, the standards
of ethical decision making would be
seriously eroded. We must accept that not
everyone in British Columbia agrees on
the ethics of medical care, and we should
be very concerned if professionals are
ever forced to provide services without the
freedom to rely on their own judgment.
The Catholic community, as well as
other communities in our Province, want to
ensure that patients will be able to receive
care from providers who respect their
ethical standards. If medical professionals
were forced to compromise their seriously
considered ethical standards, patients
would rightly feel that they were unable
to access care from providers with high
ethical standards.
4.)
Palliative
Protected

Care

Should

be

Many providers of palliative care
are concerned that palliative care not be
confused with suicide or euthanasia. The
palliative care centres in Quebec have
almost unanimously stated that they will
not engage in “medically assisted dying,”
for example.
We recommend that no palliative care
facility be required to provide assisted
suicide or euthanasia. Further, we are
convinced that patients must be able to
access palliative care that can guarantee
them their right to be treated and not to
be killed.
The issues of assisted suicide and
euthanasia are highly contentious. The
stakes are very high for each British
Columbian personally as well as for our
society collectively. I do not envy you your
task of developing laws and regulations
that will serve us well as individuals,
families, communities, and as a Province.
Please be assured of the prayers of the
Catholic community for each of you and
for the Government.
We are grateful for your efforts and
look forward to cooperating with you in
developing measures that will ensure that
the rights and freedom that we all cherish
are respected in this difficult ethical matter.
With cordial best wishes, I am.
Sincerely yours,
+ J. Michael Miller, CSB
Archbishop of Vancouver
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(Cranbrook’s St. Mary’s School
celebrated its 50th Anniversary last
February 16. A celebration Dinner was
held February 20 at the Colombo Lodge.
The following is a reflection of by its
Principal, Jerelynn MacNeil.)

By Blaine Melnyk

The Immaculata Regional High
School International Department
has been growing strongly over the
last few years. We currently have
over twenty students from China,
Korea, Colombia and Mexico.
We will also be welcoming new
students arriving in April from
Japan.

As we reflect on the rich history of
the Catholic faith in Cranbrook, we are
taken back to 1899 when the first Catholic
Church, St. Mary’s, was established in
our downtown core. A Catholic school
followed in 1914, which was later
known as ‘10th Avenue School’, but
closed a few years later and went on to
become the old Cranbrook High School.
A rectory followed in 1922 to provide
living quarters for priests, and due to the
growth of the congregation it was decided
a larger church was required. Through the
hard work and generosity of the founding
people, 1927 saw the current version of
St. Mary’s church constructed where it
now stands. Once again, the people of
the day recognized the value in having
their own Catholic school and through
the efforts of many strong local families,
St. Mary’s School was established on its
current location in 1965.

Thank you to everyone who has been
part of St. Mary’s School throughout its
history. While we celebrate 50 years on
our current location, the foundation for
Catholic education in Cranbrook was
actually set in motion almost 117 years
ago.
In Faith,
Jerelynn MacNeil
Principal
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Immaculata High
School, Kelowna,
starts Spain
exchange program

St. Mary’s School,
Cranbrook
Celebrates 50th
Anniversary

The school has enjoyed a long
standing reputation for excellence in
Catholic education. Originally staffed and
supported by various priests and nuns,
the school has become a foundation for
religious education in Cranbrook, with
today’s families supporting the importance
of teaching our faith in a secular world.
Today’s school is staffed by devoted and
passionate people that combine current
pedagogy with many of the traditions
and practices set by former staff such as
the beloved ‘Sister Ralph’. The school
continues to thrive and is proud to provide
children with a solid foundation for
academics and faith in a kind and safe
environment.
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This new program offering
for Immaculata Regional High
School has brought an abundance
of positive learning experiences
for all of our students and we have
made worldwide friendships. The
students are staying for at least
one year and a few have returned
for their second year at our school.
Last year as part of our
International Department we
had and exchange program with
a student from France. Anne
Cecile and her Immaculata
exchange partner became very
close friends during this exciting
adventure.
Celina (Immac
student) travelled to France for
two months and then flew home
with her new friend to study
with us here.
Immaculata High School students

FISA celebrates 50 years
Art Therrien, Superintendent, and Catholic Schools
principals attended the FISA 50th Anniversary
Convention February 4-5 in Vancouver. Over 5,100
delegates heard talks from Daniel Pink, Kimberly
Mitchell, Yong Zhao, Alan November, Christopher
Gaze, Charles Fadel, and Chris Hatfield.
At the Gala dinner, St. Joseph School of Nelson
was recognized as one of the ten schools that has
been in continuous operation for 100 years or
more.

Another exciting program
offering is our Spain Exchange
program.
As part of this
program, we had 12 students
from Spain come and stay
with an Immaculata partner during September and
October. Our students will be travelling to Spain
for seven weeks beginning at the end of February.
Our students are receiving a credit for this course
offering entitled Spain Immersion: Culture and
History. The students learn about the exciting
history and culture of Spain. Below is a picture of
one of our grade 12 students from Mexico teaching
Spanish to our exchange students. This is a great
example of one of our international students giving
back to the students of our school.
For more information about this program or
any other international opportunities please contact
Blaine Melnyk at bmelnyk@cisnd.ca
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A READER’S GUIDE TO LAUDATO SI’

Thomas Reese SJ, excerpted from June 26, 2015 edition of the National Catholic Reporter
(Reprinted with permission)
“Facts are more important than ideas”
is a statement from Pope Francis that
one would have never heard from Popes
Benedict XVI or John Paul II.
It is not that Pope Francis is dumb
or an anti-intellectual. He is well-read
and thoughtful, but by no stretch of the
imagination can he be called a scholar.
His training as a scientist and his life
experience make him approach theory in a
different way than John Paul and Benedict.
It also helps explain his approach to the
environment in Laudato Si’.
Chapter 1 devotes an entire section
to the loss of biodiversity, its causes
and consequences. “Each year sees the
disappearance of thousands of plant and
animal species which we will never know,
which our children will never see, because
they have been lost forever.
The pope begins the encyclical by
summarizing his presentation and citing
earlier popes and other religious leaders
who have spoken about the environment.
He says Sister Earth “cries out to us
because of the harm we have inflicted on
her by our irresponsible use and abuse of
the goods with which God has endowed
her.”
Questions:
1. Where have you seen harm
inflicted on Sister Earth (Paragraph 2)?
2. Why do you think few people
knew that Paul VI, John Paul II,
and Benedict XVI spoke out on
environmental issues (4-6)?
3. St. Francis of Assisi has
been called the patron saint of the
environment. What is attractive about
him (10-12)?
4. Pope Francis concludes his
introduction with an appeal (13-16).
What is your response?
Chapter 1: What is happening to our
common home?
Pope Francis is a firm believer in
the need to gather the facts in order to
understand a problem. Chapter 1 presents
the scientific consensus on climate change
along with a description of other threats to
the environment, including threats to water
supplies and biodiversity. He also looks
at how environmental degradation has
affected human life and society. Finally,
he writes about the global inequality of

the environmental crisis.
Questions:
1. How has pollution affected you or
your family personally?
2. What does the pope mean by a
“throwaway culture” (22)? Do you
agree with him? Why?
3. What does the pope mean when he
says, “The climate is a common good”
(23)?
4. What is the evidence that climate
change is happening and is caused by
human activity (23)? What will be its
effects?
5. The pope says “access to safe
drinkable water is a basic and universal
human right,” yet many poor people do
not have access to it (27-31). Why is
this? What can be done?
6. Why does the pope think biodiversity
is important (32-42)? What are the
threats to biodiversity?
7. What are the effects on people’s
lives of environmental deterioration,
current models of development, and the
throwaway culture (43-47)?
8. Why does the pope believe
“we cannot adequately combat
environmental degradation unless we
attend to causes related to human and
social degradation” (48)?
9. Why does the pope think that simply
reducing birth rates of the poor is not a
just or adequate response to the problem
of poverty or environmental degradation
(50)?
1. A true ‘ecological debt’ exists,
particularly between the global north
and south,” the pope writes (51). What
does he mean?
2. Why does the pope think the
response to the world’s environmental
crisis has been weak (53)?
Chapter 2: The Gospel of creation
The pope argues that faith convictions
can motivate Christians to care for nature
and for the most vulnerable of their
brothers and sisters. He begins with the
biblical account of creation and then
meditates on the mystery of the universe,
which he sees as a continuing revelation
of the divine. “Everything is related, and
we human beings are united as brothers

and sisters on a wonderful pilgrimage,
woven together by the love God has for
each of his creatures and which also unites
us in fond affection with brother sun, sister
moon, brother river and mother earth.”
He concludes, “The earth is essentially a
shared inheritance, whose fruits are meant
to benefit everyone.”
Questions:
1. According to Francis, the Bible
teaches that the harmony between
the creator, humanity, and creation
was disrupted by our presuming to
take the place of God and refusing to
acknowledge our creaturely limitations
(66). What does it mean to presume to
take the place of God?
2. How does Francis interpret Genesis
1:28, which grants humankind dominion
over the earth (67)?
3. How does Francis use the Bible to
support his view that the gift of the earth
with its fruits belongs to everyone (71)?
4. In reflecting on the mystery of the
universe, what does Francis mean by
saying that “creation is of the order of
love” (77)?
5. What is our role “in this universe,
shaped by open and intercommunicating
systems” where “we can discern
countless forms of relationship and
participation” (79)?
6. Francis says, “Creating a world in
need of development, God in some way
sought to limit himself in such a way
that many of the things we think of as
evils, dangers or sources of suffering,
are in reality part of the pains of
childbirth which he uses to draw us into
the act of cooperation with the Creator”
(80). How do you understand this?
7. If the ultimate purpose of other
creatures is not to be found in us, how
do we and other creatures fit into God’s
plan (83)?
8. Alongside revelation contained
in Scripture, “there is a divine
manifestation in the blaze of the sun
and the fall of night” (85). How have
you experienced God in creation?
9. What is your reaction to the hymn of
St. Francis of Assisi (87)?
10. “The Christian tradition has never
recognized the right to pri¬vate
property as absolute or inviolable, and

has stressed the social purpose of all
forms of pri¬vate property” (93). When
can the right to private property be
subordinated to the common good?
11. What was the attitude of Jesus
toward creation (96-100)?
Chapter 3: The human roots of the
ecological crisis
Although science and technology “can
produce important means of improving
the quality of human life,” they have also
“given those with the knowledge, and
especially the economic resources to use
them, an impressive dominance over the
whole of humanity and the entire world.”
Francis says we are enthralled with a
technocratic paradigm, which promises
unlimited growth. But this paradigm “is
based on the lie that there is an infinite
supply of the earth’s goods, and this
leads to the planet being squeezed dry
beyond every limit.” Those supporting
this paradigm show “no interest in more
balanced levels of production, a better
distribution of wealth, concern for the
environment and the rights of future
generations. Their behaviour shows that
for them maximizing profits is enough.”
Questions:
1. What is Francis’ attitude toward
technology? What does he mean by the
technocratic paradigm (101, 106-114)?
2. How does Francis argue that
“technological products are not neutral,”
(107, 114) that “the technocratic
paradigm also tends to dominate
economic and political life” (109)?
3. Francis says, “We are all too slow in
developing economic institutions and
social initiatives which can give the
poor regular access to basic resourc¬es”
(109). What does he mean? Why does
this happen?
4. Francis asserts that “by itself the
market cannot guarantee integral human
development and social inclusion”
(109). Why does he say this? Do you
agree?
5. Francis argues, “To seek only a
technical remedy to each environmental
problem which comes up is to separate
what is in reality interconnected and to
mask the true and deepest problems of
the global system” (111). What are the
true and deepest problems of the global
Continued on page 11...
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system in Francis’ mind?
6. Francis calls for a broadened vision
(112), “a bold cultural revolution”
(114). What would that look like?
7. What does Francis mean by “modern
anthropocentrism” (115)?
8. For Francis, “the present ecological
crisis is one small sign of the ethical,
cultural and spiritual crisis of
modernity” (119). What does Francis
mean by “practical relativism” (122)
and cultural relativism (123)?
9. Why does Francis argue that any
approach to integrated ecology must
also protect employment (124)?
10. What does Francis see as the positive
and negative aspects of biological
technologies (130-136)?
Chapter 4: Integral ecology
Recognizing the reasons why a
given area is polluted requires a study of
the workings of society, its economy, its
behavior, and the ways it grasps reality.
We are not faced with two separate crises,
one environmental and the other social,
but rather with one complex crisis that is
both social and environmental. Strategies
for a solution demand an integrated
approach to combating poverty, restoring
dignity to the excluded, and at the same
time protecting nature.
Questions:
1. Why does Francis argue that “we are
faced not with two separate crises, one
environmental and the other social, but
rather with one complex crisis which is
both social and environmental” (139)?
2. What would it mean to have “an
integrated approach to combating
poverty, restoring dignity to the
excluded, and at the same time
protecting nature (139)”?
3. Why does Francis think it is important
for us to understand ecosystems and our
relationship to them (140)?
4. Why do “we urgently need a
humanism capable of bringing together
the different fields of knowledge,
including economics, in the service of
a more integral and integrating vision”
(141)?
5. Francis speaks of an “integral
ecology” that combines environmental
(138-140), economic (141), social
(142), and cultural (143) ecologies.
What does that mean? How does it
work?
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6. How does the environment of our
homes, workplace, and neighborhoods
affect our quality of life (147)?
7. How does poverty, overcrowding,
lack of open spaces, and poor housing
affect the poor (149)? Why are these
environmental issues?
8. What does Francis mean by “the
common good” (156)?
9. What are the consequences of seeing
the earth as a gift that we have freely
received and must share with others
and that also belongs to those who will
follow us (159)?
10. “What is the purpose of our life in
this world? Why are we here? What is
the goal of our work and all our efforts?
What need does the earth have of us”
(160)?
11. Why does Francis say, “Doomsday
predictions can no longer be met with
irony or disdain” (161)?
12. What does Francis mean when he
says, “An ethical and cultural decline
... has accompanied the deterioration of
the environment” (162)?
Chapter 5: Lines of approach and
action
What is to be done? Francis calls
for dialogue on environmental policy
in the international, national and local
communities. This dialogue must include
transparent decision-making so that the
politics serve human fulfillment and not
just economic interests. It also involves
dialogue between religions and science
working together for the common good.
Questions:
1. The word “dialogue” is repeated
throughout this chapter. What does it
mean and why does Francis think it is
important?

6. Francis argues, “The same mindset
which stands in the way of making
radical decisions to reverse the trend of
global warming also stands in the way
of achieving the goal of eliminating
poverty” (175). What is this mindset?
7. “Given the real potential for a
misuse of human abilities,” Francis
argues, “individual states can no
longer ignore their responsibility for
planning, coordination, oversight and
enforcement within their respective
borders” (177). What does that mean
for the United States?
8. “The Church does not presume to
settle scientific questions or to replace
politics,” Francis says. “But I am
concerned to encourage an honest and
open debate so that particular interests
or ideologies will not prejudice the
common good” (188). What is the
proper role of the church in political,
economic and environmental issues?
9. Francis is critical of many business
practices, has no faith in the marketplace
to safeguard the environment, and
sees a robust role for government in
the regulation of the economy and
protecting the environment. How will
Americans respond to this? How do
you?
10. What does Francis mean when he
says, “There is a need to change ‘models
of global development’ “ (194)? What
is wrong with the current models? What
would the new models look like?
11. What are the separate roles of
religion and science, and how can they
dialogue and work together (199-201)?
Chapter 6: Ecological education and
spirituality

4. What does Francis see as the
successes and failures of the global
response to environmental issues (166169)?

We need to change and develop
new convictions, attitudes and forms
of life, including a new lifestyle. This
requires not only individual conversion,
but also community networks to solve
the complex situation facing our world
today. Essential to this is a spirituality
that can motivate us to a more passionate
concern for the protection of our world.
Christian spirituality proposes a growth
and fulfillment marked by moderation
and the capacity to be happy with little.
Love, overflowing with small gestures
of mutual care, is also civic and political,
and it makes itself felt in every action that
seeks to build a better world.

5. What international strategies does
Francis oppose in responding to the
environmental crisis (170-171), and
which does he support (172-172)?

Questions:
1. Throughout this encyclical, Francis
links concern for the poor with the
environment. Why does he do that?

2. Francis speaks of the need for
a global consensus for confronting
problems. Why is it needed, and how is
it going to be achieved (164)?
3. Why does he think that “the
post-industrial period may well be
remembered as one of the most
irresponsible in history” (165)?
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2. Francis is critical of a consumerist
lifestyle (204). Why? What would a
new lifestyle look like?
3. What could be the political and
economic impact of a widespread
change in lifestyles (206)?
4. What does Francis see as the role of
environmental education in increasing
awareness and changing habits (210211)?
5. What does Francis mean by an
ecological spirituality, and how can it
motivate us to a passionate concern for
the protection of our world (216)?
6. Self-improvement on the part of
individuals will not by itself remedy
the extremely complex situation we
face today, according to Francis. What
is the role for community networks?
Governments?
7. What are the attitudes that foster a
spirit of generous care (220-221)?
8. Granted all of the problems we face,
what gives Francis joy and peace (222227)?
9. Love must also be civic and
political, according to Francis. “Social
love moves us to devise larger strategies
to halt environmental degradation and
to encourage a ‘culture of care’ which
permeates all of society.” How can we
encourage civic and political love in the
United States?
10. Francis proposes that the natural
world is integral to our sacramental and
spiritual lives (233-242). How have you
experienced this?
11. How is this encyclical going to
change your life?
For additional reading on the encyclical,
see Francis: The Environment Encyclical
at http://ncrnews.org/documents/NCR
[Jesuit Fr. Thomas Reese is a senior
analyst for NCR and author of Inside the
Vatican: The Politics and Organization of
the Catholic Church. His email address is
treesesj@ncronline.org. Follow him on
Twitter: @ThomasReeseSJ.]
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Holy Cross School
Celebrates
Catholic Education
By Ann Avdovich

Catholic Education Week (January 9
- 16) was a busy and festive time at Holy
Cross. The week began with a school
Mass, where we all gave thanks for the
freedom to teach and learn in a Catholic
community. The quality of education
at Holy Cross is reflected in a growing
enrolment each year.
Many of the week’s activities
were geared for the whole school
community...students, staff, families,
parishioners. One morning everyone
enjoyed a pancake breakfast in the parish
hall before the school day began. That
same day was pyjama and crazy hair day
which was great fun.
“Twin day” featured students and
staff dressing alike. One student bore a
striking likeness to Mr. Campbell, our

principal!

attended a professional development
event, where they learned about the
Thursday began with an assembly, revised BC curriculum, which will be
where students who had demonstrated introduced next school year.
the month’s virtue (Love) were honoured.
Each month a specific virtue is targeted
The week wound up with a spaghetti
and children who demonstrate that virtue dinner, attended by staff, families and
are recognized, usually at our school parishioners.
Masses.
Our Catholic faith permeates the
Another assembly was a presentation curriculum in our school. As Easter
for The Jump Rope
for Heart event, which
wiAll be coming up
soon.
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approaches, we reflect on Jesus’ life,
death and resurrection, the most
significant event in our liturgical year.
May Easter bring renewed life and hope
to all of us.
Grade 8 students work with their
kindergarten buddies on crazy
hair and pyjama day.

The school week
culminated in a round
robin of volleyball
games, between older
students and parents
and teachers. The rest
of the students were the
cheering section. At the
end of the games, it was
the students who had
the bragging rights!
On Friday the staff
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School Principal, Marlene Suter, second from left, shows the award
given to St. Joseph’s School, Nelson, from the Federation of Independent
Schools Association (FISA), recognizing St. Joseph School’s continuous
operation for 118 years. With her are school board members, Jean
Mangapot, Jennifer MacDonnell, Regula Langenagger, Joey Palinka, Mike
Vissers, and Fr. Conrado Beloso.
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Seton House Fundraiser 2016
The annual fundraiser, for Seton House of
Prayer, will be held at the Kelowna Community
Theatre, Water Street, Kelowna, on Thursday, April
21, 2016.

Blakey Okanagan School of Irish Dance, some door of the theatre the night of the concert.
members of the Clergy, members of the Kelowna
Pipe Band and the staff of Seton House are all For further information re: the theatre concert
donating their time and talent.
please contact Ethna @ 778-480-4996.

Seton House of Prayer is a beautifully located
Tickets are $25.00 each and can be purchased For further information re: Seton House of Prayer
Retreat Centre on the hills above the Upper Mission from any member of the Ceol na hEireann band, please contact Donna @ 250-764-4333.
area of Kelowna. This wonderful facility, operated all parish offices in the Kelowna area, Loaves &
by the Roman Catholic
Fishes downtown Kelowna and at the
Diocese of Nelson, is
ecumenical. The Retreat
Centre welcomes many
individuals and groups
from
various
faith
communities and other
service groups in the
Okanagan and beyond.
This year’s fundraiser
is a theatre production,
replacing the dinner and
silent auction which
was normally held at
Immaculate Conception
Parish
in
Kelowna.
Doors to the foyer of the
theatre will open at 6:00
pm, doors into the theatre
will open at 6:30 pm.
The concert will begin
at 7:00 pm. This will
be an evening of great
live entertainment while
a silent auction will be
conducted in the foyer
of the theatre ahead of
the concert and during
the intermission.
Ceol na hEireann
(Music of Ireland) of
the Okanagan Irish
Society,
together
with dancers from the

Create a Climate of Change

In 2016, lent falls within the Jubilee Year of Mercy. Pope Francis calls us to be merciful in order to make true connections with others. Let us use this time
to help our sisters and brothers around the world. Support Share Lent 2016.
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The Permanent Diaconate:
The Sacramental Presence of Christ through Service
By Fr. Bart van Roijen

During this Year dedicated to the
Mercy of God, the Diocese of Nelson is
introducing the Permanent Diaconate
as an integral part of enhancing a
spirit of service and outreach in our
Diocese.
Deacons: Who are they and what do
they do?
Just as bishops and priests share
in the Sacrament of Holy Orders by
virtue of their participation in the
priestly ministry of Christ; deacons
share in the same sacrament by virtue
of their participation in the ministry of
Christ as servant. For Christ came to
serve, not to serve and to be a ransom
for the many, exemplified in his
willingness to wash his disciples’ feet
and to suffer and die on the cross (cf
Mt. 20:28, Lk 22:27, Jn. 13:13-14).
First reference to this ancient
Order dates back to the Acts of the
Apostles, when “during those days,
when the disciples were increasing
in number, the Hellenists complained
against the Hebrews because their
widows were being neglected in the
daily distribution of food” (Acts
6: 1 NRSV). The twelve, not able
to meet the increasing demands of
the Christian community, urged the
Hellenists to select seven men from
among themselves who would be able
to serve the community in charity.
These men were asked to “stand before
the apostles who prayed and laid their
hands on them” (Acts 6: 6 NRSV).
They were set aside for “Diakonia” or
Christ-like Service.
Vatican II foresaw the restoration
of the permanent diaconate as a key
component of the Church’s mission in
the world. Far from supplanting the
active role of the laity, the diaconate
is meant to facilitate it. Deacons are
called to collaborate with the laity to
open up new areas of service, education,
charity and outreach --- works of
the bishop, often crossing parish
boundaries and extending beyond the
day to day ministries typically found
in parish life. The call of the deacon is
to highlight and mobilize the ministry
of service and to support and enhance
existing ministries through ongoing

reflection, coordination,
and formation.

education that will advance the missionary work
of the Church. Although all Christians
are called to the ministry of charity by
Even today, only the bishop lays virtue of Baptism, the deacon brings
hands on the man to be ordained to greater attention to the Church’s call
the diaconate, a sign that the deacon to service by his life.
serves in the name of the bishop,
coordinating forms of ministry in
The deacon’s call to serve in a
the diocese that would otherwise be particular area may well exceed parish
left undone. It is through the bishop boundaries and is, therefore, not to be
that the Church calls a deacon to be understood as that of pastoral assistant
a sacramental presence of Christ-like or “priest helper”. Even so, the deacon
service to the community and it is in receives a pastoral appointment to a
Christ-like service that he finds his particular parish where he celebrates
call and his function at the heart of the his call to service at the heart of the
Church.
liturgy, highlighting the link between
the Church’s worship and her ministry
The Deacon’s Three Mission of of service.
Service:
As a servant of God’s Word, giving
The deacon is first and foremost voice to it with his life, the deacon may
a servant of God’s Word. Those who be called upon to preach on Sundays,
aspire to this call show a deep love at funerals, weddings, baptism and/or
of God’s Word and a willingness to at other occasions when the Christian
conform their lives to it. Through community is gathered. He may be
prayer, study and reflection the deacon called upon to preside at funerals,
develops an intimate relationship with weddings and baptisms in the absence
Christ. His ministry of charity and his of a priest. He may also be involved
preaching and service in the liturgy in sacramental preparation.
gives voice to his attentiveness to
God’s World.
Qualities of the Deacon:
The deacon’s love for the Word
is made manifest through a life of
service in the name of the Christian
community. Just as he is called
through the person of the bishop and
promises obedience to him, so the
bishop will appoint him to a particular
ministry within the life of the diocese.
Such ministry may include ministry
of charity to the poor, service to the
disenfranchised (imprisoned and
migrant labourers), the elderly, the
sick, school campuses, family life
ministry, outreach to First Nations,
spiritual development, renewal or
evangelization.
The deacon is not meant to replace
or compete with existing ministries,
but is at the service of those who are
called to work in collaboration with
him. In this way, the deacon is both a
facilitator and a promoter of ministries
within the diocese. His is the task of
calling forth the gifts of others and,
by working alongside them, helping
initiate and sustain those ministries

Before entering the program
of formation an applicant must
demonstrate that he is both a man
of prayer and a man of service. By
his employment and lifestyle, by his
marital life or his commitment to
the single Christian state, he must
exemplify a life of Christian virtue
and sound moral character.
He must also meet the following
requirements:
1. No younger than 31, no older
than 60 at the time of application.
2. Exercise good judgment and
be able to complete undergraduate
Studies.
3. Open to undergo formation
(growth):
spiritual,
human,
academic and pastoral.
4. Good
health.

physical

and

mental

5. Able to balance his studies and
formation with commitments to his
family and work.
6. Active in the life of his parish
for a number of years.
7. Leadership skills and the
ability to collaborate with others in
Ministry.
8. Have adequate financial means
or proven job security (the deacon’s
service to the Church is unpaid in
most cases).
9. If married: be in a valid Catholic
marriage, with proven stability for
at least five years, a strong Catholic
household and the enthusiastic
support and involvement of his wife
in a substantial part of formation.
With the understanding that, once
widowed, he can’t marry again.
10. If not married: demonstrate
a stable commitment to chastity
and be willing to accept a lifelong
commitment to celibacy.
11. Free of any past scandal and
impediments to ordination, a life
lived in line with the teachings of
the Church and able to represent the
Church with intelligence, integrity,
prayerfulness and Christian dignity.
12. A capacity for obedience and a
simplicity of lifestyle.
13. Have the support of his
pastor, who is able to attest to his
qualifications.
Proper discernment involves both
the Church and the applicant, both
must be confident in the suitability of
each applicant. Applicants must be
willing to undergo proper screening
and close scrutiny in all aspects of
their lives. Past history together with
present realities are good indicators of
future performance.
Process for Admission:
The Permanent Diaconate is open to
all men who reside in the diocese, who
feel a deep call to Christ-like service
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and who meet the qualities of a deacon.
1. Contact the director of the
permanent diaconate.
2. Phone call: initial information
gathering.
3. Pastor’s
recommendation
(based on Qualities of the Deacon).
4. Initial
interview
with
the applicant (and his wife).
Enthusiastic support of spouse
must be evident (if married).
5. Deacon Perceiver interview: 54
questions, recorded and sent away
for proper analysis of gifts and
talents.
6. Formal application process
which
involves
a
detailed
Application
form,
medical
examination,
psychological
screening, a detailed account of
the spiritual journey that has led
to his point, a criminal record
check, recent copy of sacramental
records, proof of age, official
transcripts of all post-secondary
studies, a written report from the
rector of any former formation
program (if applicable) and a
signed statement from his wife (if
married) indicating her support and
her willingness to participate in the
formation program as required.
7. Confidential references from
2 eligible referees mailed directly
to the director of the permanent
diaconate (priests, pastoral staff,
employers, teachers, professors,
professionals who know them
well). Permission must be obtained
for direct contact.
8. A Home visit following the
reception of all documentation to
deal with possible questions raised
and to provide a formal report to the
diocesan director of the permanent
diaconate.
9. Formal interview: The applicant
and the formation committee.\
10. Formation committee provides
recommendation to bishop.
11. Bishop conveys his decision to
the applicant by letter.
Process of Formation:

The program of formation is
separated into two stages: aspirancy
and candidacy.
During the initial year of formation
the aspirant will be introduced into
the program of formation. It is a time
when both he (and his wife) have an
initial taste of formation, its demands
and impact on their lives. It is a time
for the aspirant, together with the
Church, to discern his suitability for
candidacy.
At the end of the first year, when
an aspirant decides to petition for
candidacy, those in charge of his
formation will confer in regards to
his readiness and suitability. Based
on their recommendation and the
aspirant’s own discernment, the bishop
will select those who will be admitted
to candidacy. The call to candidacy
will take place in the context of a
liturgy.
The candidate will continue
his formation for no less than three
years. This is a time for learning,
ongoing
discernment,
human
formation and pastoral work. Annual
assessments will be made both by
the candidate (with input from his
wife), his formators, his peers and
the community he serves. Emphasis
is placed on growth and development,
especially in areas of concern.
A candidate will be able to
apply for the ministry of lector at
the beginning of the second year
of candidacy and for the ministry
of acolyte at the beginning of the
third year of candidacy. A day of
recollection will precede the reception
of each ministry.
At the end of three years of
candidacy, after receiving a written
request from the candidate, the
formal written consent of his wife (if
applicable) and the recommendation
of those in charge of formation, the
bishop selects those candidates to
be ordained and informs them in
writing. An approved five-day retreat
is required before ordination.
The Formation Program:
A. Human Formation:
Human formation will address

the ongoing development of traits that
must be present from the outset. These
traits include healthy boundaries, an
ability to empathize with others, a
servant’s heart, self-awareness and
self-reflection, a mature sexuality,
a clear understanding of chastity
and an interior freedom that is free
from compulsion. They also include
organization and communication skills
and an ability to work collaboratively.
B. Spiritual Formation:
Much has already been said
about the deacon as a man of prayer.
Without it, the call to service falters
into vainglory. Patterning his day on
the Liturgy of the Hours, regular times
spent with Scripture and frequent
celebration of the Eucharist and
Reconciliation, the aspirant/candidate
is expected to demonstrate a true love
that will sustain him in ministry. All
activities will be organized with this
primary goal in mind, including an
annual weekend retreat, which wives
are also encouraged to attend.
Aspirants and candidates are
expected to seek out regular spiritual
direction as part of their own internal
discernment process. The program
director must be notified in regards to
the person chosen and will have the
last say in regards to his/her suitability.
Because of the strict confidentiality
of the relationship between spiritual
director and directee, the spiritual
director will not be a part of the
external evaluation of that particular
aspirant or candidate.
C. Theological Formation:
The academic portion of the
formation program will largely
consist of the four year diaconate
studies offered on-line by Newman
Theological College in Edmonton.
Regular discussion evenings will
ensure that materials are understood
and summary reflections at weekend
get-togethers will enable the aspirant/
candidate an opportunity to develop
his skills in processing and presenting
materials. Questions and concerns
raised in the study group will also
be given due consideration during
weekend get-togethers.
D. Pastoral Formation:
Aspirants/candidates will be asked
to carry out some form of outreach
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to the larger community during their
time of formation. As part of that
time commitment candidates will
be mentored and expected to engage
in written pastoral reflections. By
contributing to evening sessions and
formation weekends, in the sharing
of their insights and learning as well
as in regular opportunities to preach
to their peers, aspirants/candidates
will receive experience, confidence
and feedback in the pastoral art of
homiletics.
Time Commitment:
Those in formation, both aspirants
and candidates, will come together
on seven separate weekends per year.
They will be asked to participate
in 8 five week on-line courses/
per year, requiring approximately
7 hours of course work per week
(which will include gathering with
other participants on a regular basis).
Aspirants and candidates will also be
expected to perform five hours a week
in pastoral ministry and to foster a
strong commitment to daily prayer.
Because of the time commitment
of the program and its effect on
marriages, wives of aspirants and
candidates are to play an active part
in the formation program. They are
encouraged to come to formation
weekends and evening gatherings.
They will be able to draw on the
support of other wives and accompany
their husbands throughout their time
of formation. Wives are free to
participate in the on-line course work
and pastoral ministry aspect of the
program as they see fit.
Program Costs:
The costs of the program will be
incurred by the diocese (this is also
extended to wives).
Participants
will be expected to pay for their own
texts (around $30 /course), their own
travel and any stipend to their spiritual
director.
Timetable:
To inquire, please contact Fr. Bart
van Roijen, who is presently serving as
Diocesan Director of Vocations. He
may be contacted at htppastor@shaw.
ca or (250) 368-6677 or Holy Trinity
Parish, 2012 Third Avenue, Trail,
B.C. V1R 1R7. Applications will be
accepted until October 1st, 2016.
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Joyful In Service
By Heather Morrisette

“It’s
New!...a
wondrous
Christmas Fair at Kimberley Sacred
Heart Church”, was how the ad
read. Our CWL ladies planned to
step up the “Fair” a notch (or two!)
and with the driving force and
grand vision of Frances Osborne, it
certainly became an awesome event
and fundraiser. The “Fair” is held
annually to raise funds for ongoing
repairs and maintenance to our
buildings. It was heartwarming
to see how our church community
came together with renewed energy
and creativity. Fr. Jim McHugh,
our new parish priest, was an
enthusiastic and proud supporter of
our endeavours.
An
amazing
work
party
decorated
and
created an ambiance
in
our
Church
Hall that peaked
the
Christmas
senses. There were
displays of lovely
homemade
crafts,
cookie
decorating
for children, gourmet
delights of Tourtiere,
Italian Meat Balls,
Russian
Borscht,
European
Plum
Cakes and Apple
Pies not to mention
all the other delicious
home prepared foods.
Meanwhile,
the
delightful tea tables
were being reserved by friends and
family. They enjoyed delectable
scones with tantalizing condiments,
fruit kabobs, tea and coffee all
served by stylishly clad youth, men
and women of our Parish.
As I walked among the crowd
I thought of our CWL Provincial
theme “Joyfully Serving the Lord”.
In that moment of reflection, I
was pleasantly captivated by the
smiles, compliments and friendly
conversations in our midst. I knew
then that all the preparations from
cleaning to cooking to decorating to

serving were a labour of love as the
graces of God
were showering
upon us.
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Canadian Food fo
r Children Pentic
ton volunteers prep
supplies for poor ch
are
ildren.

Fr. Marcel Cote joins
the carolling of St. Ber
nard, Elkford Parish

CWL helps build community
By Loretta Bouchard

On Sunday, November 8,
2015 our parish (Immaculate
Conception Church in Kelowna)
held a bazaar to raise funds for
pilgrims going to Poland for
World Youth Day in 2016.
A lot of preparation took
place under the direction of David
Ziebart. During the week prior
to the event, the parish centre
and office became a beehive
of activity. Many parishioners
arrived with items to contribute.
Volunteers sorted the items
into booths for White Elephant,
Treasurers, Religious items, Silent
Auction, etc.
The
support
from
the
parishioners and volunteers plus
the effort of the seven pilgrims
themselves was evident in the
working together of all who came
to help.
The spirit and camaraderie that

grew and grew with each day was
palpable. The actual bazaar was
simply a work of the Holy Spirit
in action. Seven young pilgrims
worked alongside the parishioners.
I got to know them and experience
them as wonderful young people.
These individuals whole

lunch to volunteers; they took
charge of some booths; and they
helped with clean up until all the
work was done.
A young lad served the CWL
ladies lemonade and

will speak to this young man every
time I see him from now on.
People brought in a huge
variety of baking. Even frozen
perogies and frozen apple pies
were offered. By 2:00 pm about
98% of the baking had gone to
happy buyers.
I watched the Coffee House
serve record numbers of guests’
bowls and bowls of soup,
sandwiches, desserts, etc.
It
was heartwarming to see the
socializing and enjoyment created
in this section of the bazaar.

heartedly helped make this event
a success: they sorted items and
organized displays; they served

entertained
us as we munched on pizza for
lunch.
We were all laughing
hilariously and enjoyed this
interaction so much. I personally

This
event
created
an
opportunity
for
community
building in our parish.
My
appreciation goes to David
Ziebart and the seven World Youth
Day pilgrims who initiated the
bazaar that made this happen.
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‘I HAVE SET BEFORE YOU LIFE
AND DEATH’
Message of Lent 2016
By the Most Reverend Douglas
Crosby, O.M.I., President of the
Canadian Conference of Catholic
Bishops
My brothers and sisters in Christ,
The readings of the liturgy for
the opening days of Lent invite us to
focus on some basic questions as we
begin our journey through this sacred
season. What does it mean to repent
and believe the Good News? What
difference should faith make to our
living and dying? How do we convert
hearts and lives? The Old Testament
reading for the Thursday after Ash
Wednesday has particular significance
this year for us as God’s people and as
a country: I call heaven and earth to
witness … that I have set before you
life and death … Choose life, so that
you and your descendants may live …
(Deuteronomy 30.19)
The Supreme Court of Canada a
year ago, in its decision in the case
of Carter v. Canada, invited those in
our land to choose death. Any adult
suffering from an illness, disease or
disability would have the option of
physician-assisted suicide. Already,
various voices in our country have
argues in favour of those even being
extended to minors. Appalling as that
is, it is not surprising. Children as
well as incapacitated adults are being
euthanized in the handful of other
countries where assisted suicide and
euthanasia are now legal.
Throughout the Church’s funeral
rite, we are reminded that each life and
each death has an important impact on
the life of others. In the words of Saint

Paul, We do not live to ourselves, and
we do not die to ourselves (Romans
14.7). A consequence of this for
Christians is that our mission and our
glory is to defend and protect life from
conception to natural death as a sacred
gift from God, Source of all life.
This year, the Thursday after Ash
Wednesday is also the World Day of
the Sick. In his message for this day,
Pope Francis reminds is that when
we experience suffering, paid and
vulnerability, our faith in God is on
the hand tested, yet at the same time
can reveal all of its positive resources.
Not because faith makes illness, pain
or the questions which they raise,
disappear, but because it offers a key
by which we can discover the deepest
meaning of what we are experiencing;
a key that helps us to see how illness
can be the way to draw nearer to Jesus
who walks at our side, weighed down
by the Cross. And this is given to us by
Mary, our Mother, who has known this
way at first hand.

we instead provide a system of social
wellbeing and health care that protects
the dignity of human life and the
inviolability of conscience?
In urging you to be in full
communion with the Holy Father
and you Bishops on this fundamental
question, I invite you:

During this Lenten season,
together with my brother Bishops,
I invite our community of faith and
all its members to ponder deeply on
this important and crucial juncture
which our country is facing. Will we
prefer palliative and home care, or
assisted suicide and euthanasia? The
choice is simple. Do we collaborate
as communities of loving concern,
supporting and encouraging one
another to live our lives fully and in
Christ’s footsteps until God calls us
to our heavenly reward? Or do we
abandon the vulnerable, the elderly,
the sick, the handicapped, the dying
and the depressed, leaving them
to stumble through loneliness and
despair into the tragedy of dying
by suicide? Do we defend healthcare practitioners and institutions
from being forced into becoming
collaborators, obliged to condone or
administer death by suicide? Or do
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To pray that the Holy Spirit
enlighten and persuade the hearts
and consciences of our Members of
Parliament, provincial, territorial
and municipal leaders and those
engaged in providing health care,
so the lives of all the vulnerable
are protected from conception to
natural death;
To
become
more
knowledgeable about the negative
moral and social consequences that
euthanasia and assisted suicide will
inevitable have on society and on
individual lives;
To express to your political
representatives your concerns
and your convictions about the
necessity for palliative and home
care, the need for national and local
strategies to prevent suicide and
the evil of euthanasia and assisted
suicide;
To share with your family,
friends, community and coworkers
the resources developed as part
of the Life-Giving Love National
Campaign for Palliative and
Home Care: Against Euthanasia
and Assisted Suicide (http://www.
lifegivinglove.com/);
To sign the ecumenical /
interfaith Declaration on Euthanasia
and Assisted Suicide which has been
endorsed by Catholic, Orthodox,
Evangelical Protestant, Jewish and
Muslim faith leaders, together with
more than 13,000 other Canadians

(http://www.euthanasiadeclaration.
ca/declaration/)
The fullness of life means
choosing to be merciful and attentive
to the needs of others; to pray and
care for the sick, the suffering and the
dying; and to accompany and comfort
each of our brothers and sisters until
death does us part. By choosing to be
witness to and collaborators in God’s
saving mercy, we then choose – as
Pope Francis reminded us earlier in
this Extraordinary Jubilee of Mercy
– to be reborn, to overcome the
indifference which blocks solidarity,
and to leave behind the false neutrality
which prevents sharing. Through the
grace of Christ, we can cooperate
with him in building an ever more just
and fraternal world, a world in which
every person and every creature can
dwell in peace, in the harmony of
God’s original creation. (Homily
for the Solemnity of Mary, the holy
Mother of God, and the 49th World
Day of Peace, January 1, 2016)
My brothers and sisters, as with
Adam and Eve at the beginning of
time, ours is the choice of eating of
the tree of life, or from the tree of the
knowledge of good and evil which
will surely lead to death. Just as Moses
put before the Hebrews entering the
Promised Land the life altering choice
of deciding to live as children of the
living God, the One who is Lord, so
we too, at the brink of such societal
change, are called to choose life, truth,
goodness and true mercy. The choice
is set before us.
					
(Most Rev.) Douglas Crosby, OMI
					
Bishop of Hamilton
					
President of the Canadian Conference
of Catholic Bishops
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WORLD YOUTH DAY PILGRIMS PERFORM
ACT OF MERCY
By Christine Pineault

In keeping with the theme of
World Youth Day 2016 - “Blessed
are the merciful, for they shall
obtain mercy” - 2 World Youth
Day pilgrims from Our Lady
of Lourdes Parish in Westbank
brought some warmth and joy to
lonely seniors during the Christmas
holidays. Sibling pilgrims Anna
& Katie Hollingsworth, along with
their friend Felicia, were inspired
by the Holy Spirit to bring some
Christmas spirit to the residents
of Cottonwoods Care Centre
in Kelowna. They canvassed
parishioners, relatives and friends
for donations of blankets, crossword
puzzle books and other items. Their
request was answered with great
generosity by all! They wrapped
the gifts and hand-delivered them to
the residents at Cottonwoods, who
were very excited to receive a gift,
as many of them have no family.

Katie commented: “It was a
humbling experience, and made
us all look a little differently at
not only aging, but about how a
small act of kindness can truly
make someone feel Jesus’ love
within them.”

SOCIAL JUSTICE

D &P Meeting in West Kelowna
The Nelson Diocesan Committee for Development and Peace held
their winter meeting at Our Lady of Lourdes Parish in West Kelowna
on the weekend of Jan. 22. While the
purpose of the winter
meeting is always to
prepare for the Share Lent
Campaign, we were able
to spend time reflecting
on, and discussing Climate
Change, especially in light
of Pope Francis’ recent
encyclical Laudato Si; to
hear Michelle Robertson
discuss her recent exposure
tour to Ethiopia and to
discuss how Development
& Peace can be an even
more effective presence in
the Diocese as we approach
our fiftieth anniversary.
Our
Lady
of
Lourdes parishioners and
Development & Peace
supporters Angela Kanik
organized the event and
Anne
Marie
Hanson
prepared the food and
ensured that we were all
well fed.

WYD pilgrim Katie Hollingsworth (right) and
her friend Felicia (left) bring gifts of warmth
and joy to residents at Cottonwoods Care Centre
in Kelowna. (Missing: WYD Pilgrim Anna
Hollingsworth)
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The boys are 14 and 15 and attend
Immaculata High School where they
have received a warm welcome from
both teachers and students. They are
happy to be back at playing soccer and
By Mary Lou Johnson
basketball.
After much anticipation and a steep left when their homes, their church and
Parishioners are helping both
learning curve the parishes of St. Pius their school were destroyed, fleeing to the boys and their grandmother with
X and St. Charles Garnier welcomed asylum in Beirut. They had enough English tutoring.
the first Catholic Syrian refugees to resources to rent small apartments in
Kelowna over the Christmas season. Beirut but found it very expensive and
The SCG family are living near
With the help of Maiss Raffoul in their savings were soon depleted. They their children’s elementary school
Edmonton they were able to identify were not allowed to work and schooling and integrating well into their new
two related families who wished to be was too expensive, so they studied on community in Rutland. Parishioners
relocated to the same area and to initiate their own, concentrating on learning drive them to SCG church on Sundays
the process of private sponsorship. We English, and returning to Aleppo to and for special events. Their 10 year
expected a fairly long wait but with the write exams. Their uncle had left six old son and 11 year old daughter enjoy
election of our new government the months earlier after being sponsored attending the Children’s Religious
wait was considerably shortened and by a church in Edmonton. (As yet they Education at the church and are
they arrived after about six months.
have not seen him but hope to in the preparing for their first communion.
spring or summer.) After two years
The families consist of two sisters in Beirut they were overjoyed to learn
Both sets of parents attend ESL
with husbands and two children each. that they had Canadian sponsors.
classes daily during the week and are
Shortly before they were due to come
hoping to find employment as soon as
to Canada their father died of cancer
The SPX family live next door to possible. They had a very comfortable
after a short illness so their mother the church and the grandmother is able lifestyle in Aleppo but they know they
accompanied them. She is doing well to continue her custom of attending will likely not be able to match it here
in spite of the loss of her spouse and mass 3-4 times a week. She is settling but they feel happy that their children
her country in rapid succession.
in very well and enjoying her new life will grow up in a country where
in Canada where she feels safe and Christians are safe.
Both families are from Aleppo and cherished by her faith community.
They are puzzled about what
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happened to Syria and their hearts ache
as they see the drama unfolding on TV.
Recently they discovered that the
Catholic Church in West Kelowna, Our
Lady of Lourdes, is sponsoring one of
their neighbour families from Aleppo
and they look forward to welcoming
them when they arrive. This family
is being privately sponsored with the
assistance of a Catholic church in
Beirut. There are many more Catholic
families at risk and desperate for
sponsors.
It has been a rewarding experience
for us to sponsor these families and
encourage any parishes or groups that
are able to manage it to do so. They
have been a joy to work with and
will integrate beautifully into our
community.

