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“O Mary, let us feel your gaze as a mother.”
– Pope Francis Homily, May 13, 2015
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BISHOP’S MESSAGE
“Father … when your children were scattered afar by sin, through the Blood of your
Son and the power of the Spirit,you gathered them again to yourself, that a people,
formed as one by the unity of the Trinity, made the body of Christ and the temple of the
Holy Spirit, might … be manifest as the Church.”
(Preface VIII, Sunday in Ordinary Time)

Bishop John Corriveau, OFM Cap.
Dear sisters and brothers,
This magnificent prayer which
introduces the Eucharistic Prayer,
teaches us much about our faith and the
mystery of the Church. The prayer is
addressed to the Father the source and
goal of our lives. The prayer reminds
us that we are Christians and members
of the Church not because we are holy,
but because we need holiness! “When
your children were scattered afar by sin,
through the Blood of your Son and the
power of the Spirit, you gathered them
again to yourself.” There is no room
in the Church for self-righteousness
and judging our neighbours for we are
all sinners! The prayer further reminds
us that holiness is not what we do for
God, it is what God is doing for us
and in us: “a people, formed as one by
the unity of the Trinity, made the body
of Christ and the temple of the Holy
Spirit.” Made up of sinners, the Church
is God’s work in progress, it will be

complete only when we are taken up to
heaven as the New Jerusalem. Our God
- Father, Son and Spirit – has infinite
patience. In baptism, we are chosen
by God. The words addressed to Mary
at the Incarnation, “Rejoice, O highly
favoured one! The Lord is with you”
(Lk 1: 28) are addressed to each one of
us at our baptism. Each of us is chosen
by God. Each of us is precious to God.
Through faith and baptism we are taken
up into an intimate relationship with
God and filled with the Holy Spirit.
The prayer continues reminding
us that we are “made the body of
Christ and the temple of the Holy
Spirit.” Faith and baptism create for
us a new and intimate relationship
with God. However, faith and baptism
also call us into a new and transformed
relationship with all of humanity.
To be Christian is to be drawn into a
new sister/brotherhood of redeemed

relationships: “He is our peace … and
has broken down the dividing wall … so
that he might create in himself one new
humanity” (Eph. 2: 14-15). This was
emphasized at the Synod of Bishops on
the New Evangelization: “For the first
Christian communities, communion was
a constitutive element of the life of faith”
(Prop.41). Communion (brother/sister
relationships) is not simply a sociological
consequence of faith … we believe, we
are baptized and, as a consequence, we
treat people nicely! Rather communion
- new and transformed relationships
- are a constitutive element of our
faith! Where communion (brother/
sister relationships) is lacking, faith is
lacking! Where there is no communion,
there is no faith! Faith is an intimate
relationship with God. We cannot
maintain our relationship with God
without embracing his entire family!
Our human relationships tell us
something about this. For example, if
your neighbour loathes and hates your
child, that neighbour can hardly have a
relationship with you! So it is with our
God! Faith is by its very nature relational
because our Trinitarian God is by nature
relational. Faith is a relationship with
God - Father, Son and Holy Spirit – and
with our sisters and brothers.
Our
liturgy
gives
concrete
expression to this truth at Holy
Communion. Everyone is invited to
approach the altar at Holy Communion
to receive our Eucharistic Lord or to
receive his blessing. Young children
and those who for whatever reason are
not in full communion with the Church
approach the altar and, with a hand on
their shoulder, receive a blessing. The
important point is this: all are touched
by the Eucharistic Lord. We remain
standing until all return to their places
… a visible sign that Jesus has made us
“the body of Christ and the temple of the
Holy Spirit.” Completing the teaching of
our prayer, we are commissioned to “be
manifest as the Church.” Pope Benedict
XVI powerfully explains what it means
to be “manifest as the Church” in his

Encyclical letter Charity and Truth:
“Love comes down to us from the
Son. It is creative love, through
which we have our being; it is
redemptive love, through which we
recreated.... As the objects of God’s
love, men and women become
subjects of charity, they are called
to make themselves instruments
of grace, so as to pour forth God’s
charity and to weave networks of
charity.” (CV, 5)
We are sent forth from the Eucharistic
Liturgy to weave networks of love in the
world. St. Bonaventure has a beautiful
image which helps us to understand
our mission. Bonaventure begins by
reminding us that Jesus is the “Incarnate
Word of God”, Jesus is the “Word of
the Father”, definitively proclaiming
the Father’s love in the world. But
Bonaventure adds that each one of us
is a unique image of God. He says that
each one of us is a “little word of the
Father”. Each Christian is a “little word”
of God, each unique and unrepeatable,
pronouncing God’s love, actively
bearing God’s life to the world, weaving
networks of love in the world. Paul
describes such a Church of “little words”
in 1 Corinthians: “There are a variety of
gifts, but the same Spirit; and there are
varieties of services, but the same Lord;
and there are varieties of activities, but
it is the same God who activates all of
them in everyone” (1Cor. 12: 4-6). The
Church of Corinth was enumerated in the
dozens, not the hundreds of members!
Paul enumerates about a dozen or more
gifts and services present in the Church
of Corinth. In effect, Paul is pointing
out that every individual Christian is
a “little word” with a unique capacity
to proclaim Jesus to the world and
“manifest” Church. When our natural
gifts are energized by the power of the
Holy Spirit, God is enfleshed, “made
manifest” in the world. It is the meaning
of our faith, of our baptism and the nature
of the Church.
Continued on page 3...
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This mystery of Church is
alive in our midst throughout the
Diocese of Nelson. We encounter
this transforming love in the refugee
committees of our Diocese, in the
hundreds of missionaries of love who
take Communion to the sick and shutins of their communities, in those who
teach the young and prepare them
for the sacraments, in the members
of the St. Vincent de Paul Society
serving the poor, in the sacristans,
youth ministers and countless
missionary volunteers who serve the
community of the Church. When we
celebrated Homecoming Sunday
at the end of November last year,
hundreds of you invited your
neighbours and members of your
families who have been separated
from the life of our faith community
and you accompanied them to joyful
moments of faith reunion across our
Diocese. You joyfully invited them to
join with us, a community of sinners
blessed by the Father’s love! We
“manifest Church” when, in this
manner, we reach out to our sisters
and brothers. Last year, during the
Year of Mercy, Pope Francis reached
out to the members of our community
who have experienced failed
relationships in marriage, simplifying
the process of determining whether
a new marriage relationship can
be embraced within the Church. If
you, a member of your family or
a neighbour lives in this situation,
reach out to them. Encourage them to
speak with their pastor. The language
we use should reflect the gentleness
and the care that Church has for those
in need of healing. We are not sent to
judge but to touch all lives with the
healing love of Jesus Christ.
“Father … when your children were
scattered afar by sin, through the
Blood of your Son and the power of
the Spirit, you gathered them again
to yourself, that a people, formed as
one by the unity of the Trinity, made
the body of Christ and the temple of
the Holy Spirit, might … be manifest
as the Church.”
It is happening in our midst!
Sincerely in Christ,
John Corriveau,
O.F.M. Cap.
Bishop of Nelson
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EDITORIAL

O Mary, let us feel your gaze as a mother.
On May 13th 1917 and for six consecutive months, the Blessed Mother Mary appeared to three shepherd children who
were tending their flock at Cova da Iria in Fatima Portugal. This year marks the centenary of this apparition and as such,
is an important event in the life of the Church and faithful alike. This 2017, the Holy Father Pope Francis will travel to the
shrine of Our Lady of Fatima in Portugal. Bishop Antonio Augusto dos Santos Marto of Leiria-Fatima said in a statement
after meeting the Holy Father that the Pope will lead devout Catholics and the whole Church in celebrating the 100th
year anniversary of the Blessed Mother’s apparition to the three shepherd children. With this His Holiness invites us to
reflect on the important message of Our Lady of Fatima: Lives lived in conversion, Faithfulness to prayers especially
the Gospel mysteries of Jesus and Mary through the most holy rosary, and a sense of communal and collective
responsibility to pray for the conversion of sinners and a practice of reparation for sins. The acceptance of the
message of the Blessed Mother signified by the Act of Consecration to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, is a commitment
to faithfulness and the work of the apostolate.
In his homily given on May 13th2015 when he received the statue of Our Lady of Fatima at St. Peter’s square Pope
Francis invited those present to meditate on the gaze of Mary. “O Mary, let us feel your gaze as a mother, lead us to your
Son as we are not Christians ‘for show’ but who can ‘get their hands dirty’ to build with your Son Jesus His kingdom of
love, joy and peace.” Further on Pope Francis reflected about Mary’s gaze, “How many things can be said with a look?
Affection, encouragement, compassion, love, but also reproach, envy, pride, even hatred…often, the look says more than
words or says what words cannot or dare not say. Who looks at the Virgin Mary? She looks at all of us, each of us… she
looks at us like a mother, with tenderness, with mercy, with love; the same way she looked at the child Jesus, in every
moment of his life. When we are tired, discouraged, overwhelmed by problems, look to Mary.”
Indeed, the Blessed Mother looks at us. She wants her children to share the fullness of life won by the passion, death
and resurrection of Jesus her Son and our Brother. This year is truly a year of grace. Let us therefore heed the call of our
Blessed Mother for truly she wants us to “do whatever her Son tells” us to do (John 2:5). Let us not forget that we have
such a holy Mother.
Fr. Cerlouie F. Jimenez

First Communion
Circumstances allowed
Christ the King Parish
to
celebrate
First
Communion early this
year.
Adelaide and
Isa Vawter (along with
their parents Anne and
Cameron Vawter) and
Victoria Schlueter (along
with her parents Serena
and Nicolas Schlueter)
received the Eucharist for
the first time on Sunday,
Jan. 22.
Our parish
sadly said goodbye to the
Vawter family who moved
away in early February
and Victoria is joining
the Confirmation class as
she continues to prepare
to receive that sacrament
later this spring. Christ
the King Parish family
congratulates these girls
and wishes them many
blessings
from
God
as they continue their
journeys of faith.
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Healing Mass

By Dale Webster
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Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick

This sacrament is for all who are facing
As well the elderly and anyone whose
serious illness, surgery and or frailty
frailty is becoming more pronounced
On Saturday February 11,
due
to
age.
Especially
those
who
are
are encouraged to celebrate this
2017, the Feast of Our Lady
approaching death.
sacrament. Adults and children who
of Lourdes, in fellowship
are suffering
from aand
majororfrailty
illness,
with Pope
Francis’ is
theme
This
sacrament
for all who are facing serious illness,
surgery
In
article
1520
the
Catechism
states
facing
surgery,
serious
medical
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for this years celebration for
due
to
age.
As
well
as
those
who
are
approaching
death.
“the
first
grace
of
this
sacrament
is
one
or
have
suffered
a
serious
accident
are
the twenty fifth World Day
of strengthening, peace and courage to
eligible to receive this sacrament. As
of The Sick, “Amazement at
quickly and arrange to celebrate the
overcome
the
difficulties
that
go
with
well
anyone
who suffers fromis
a chronic
whatarticle
God has1520
accomplished:
In
the Catechism
states
“the
first
grace
of
this
sacrament
one
of
sacrament with family and friends in
the condition of serious illness or the
illness may celebrate this sacrament. It
‘The Almighty has done great
strengthening,
peace
courage
to overcome
the difficulties
that
gowho
with
the attendance.
frailty
of old age….the
assistance from
is important that the
person
is sick
things for me….’” (Lk
1:49), and
As well, make sure the patient is
the Lord
bythe
the power
of hisofSpirit
is age….the
be able to hear
and participatefrom
in the the Lord by the
Bishop John Corriveau,
joined illness
condition
of serious
or
frailty
old
assistance
identified as a Catholic and wishes to
meant to lead the sick person to healing
celebration of this sacrament.
by Father Rex Velmonte
receivealso
communion.
Contact the home
power
of his
tobutlead
sickif such
person to healing of the soul, but
of the
of the soul,
also ofthe
the body
and Father
Ron Spirit
Dechant,is meant
parish to add the patient’s name to the
is God’s will.”
When do we celebrate this
commemorated
with will.”
body
if suchthisis day
God’s
List of the Sick. When we celebrate, all
Sacrament?
a Healing Mass and Anointing
need to be aware that this sacrament of
In this sacrament as in all sacraments
If possible the person to receive the
of the Sick at St. John Vianney
sick is a sacrament of healing and
meet Jesus. Inwe
this celebration
Jesus Insacrament
or another member
of family
In
this
sacrament as in all we
sacraments
meet Jesus.
this celebration
Jesus
healsthe
and
consoles
Parish
in Penticton.
strengthening.
heals and consoles us by giving us the
can make an appointment with your
us
by giving us the HolyHoly
Spirit.
may
be physical
it often
Spirit. There
There may
be physical
pastor healing
and arrange but
to celebrate
the brings peace and
Bishop John welcomed all
How often can we celebrate?
healing but it often brings peace and
sacrament before entering the hospital.
courage
what
parishioners to
fromface
the local
area is coming.
While the Church encourages us to
courage to face what is coming.
Family and friends can be invited to
and surrounding communities,
celebrate this sacrament at the onset
be present and pray with the patient
especially the sick, the shutof serious illness, it may be repeated
Who
receive this
Who can receive this Sacrament?
as the sacrament is celebrated. If
ins and can
the homebound.
This Sacrament?
if the condition of the patient becomes
People who are close to death are
entry into hospital happens suddenly a
Mass was a who
beautifulare
reflection
People
close to
death
are
encouraged
to
celebrate
this
sacrament.
wellor the
moreAs
serious
we know that the
encouraged to celebrate this sacrament.
family member can contact your pastor
on the Message from Pope
patient
is
facing
death.
elderly
anyone
whose frailty is becoming more pronounced are encouraged
to celebrate If the person is
Francis to and
the people
gathered
close to death, efforts should be made
in Lourdes
France where
he
this
sacrament.
Adults
and children who are suffering from a major illness, facing
surgery,
to celebrate
while the person is still
encouraged each “To see in
conscious
so
serious
medical
tests or have suffered a serious accident are eligible to receivehe/she
thismay participate.
Mary, Health
of the Infirm,
Each time a person faces serious illness,
the sure sign of God’s
sacrament.As
welllove
anyone who suffers from a chronic illness may celebrate this
sacrament.It
surgery
or increasing frailty he/she may
for every human being and a
celebrate
the sacrament again.
is
important
model
of surrenderthat
to his the
will. personwho is sick be able to hear and participate in the celebration of this
May you always find in faith,
sacrament.
Who administers the Anointing of
nourished by the Word and by
the Sick?
the Sacraments, the strength
A priest administers the sacrament.
needed to love
in the
When
do God,
we even
celebrate
this Sacrament?
He prays for the sick person and then
Breathe new life into your parish’s
experience of illness”.
is appropriate for
If possible the person to receive the sacrament or another
member of familyanoints
can them.
makeIt an
RCIA process!
family members and friends to be
Bishop John, Fatherwith
Rex and
appointment
your pastor and arrange to celebrate the sacrament before
entering
the
present
and most importantly
to pray.
Father Ron invited those in
“Lifelong
Discipleship”
hospital.
Family and friends can be invited to be present and pray with the patient as the
attendance to come forward
Sacrament of Reconciliation, the
to receive the anointing.
After
sacrament
is celebrated.
If entry into hospital happens
familyThe
member
can
Presented bysuddenlya
:
Sacrament
of the
Anointing of the
Mass, everyone was invited
 Discover how the Rite of
Sick
and
reception
contact
your pastor quickly
and
arrange
to celebrate the sacrament with family and friendsof Communion
Christian
Initiation
of
to join the CWL members in
celebrated together provide spiritual
Adults is a powerful
sharing
fellowship and food
in
attendance.
Diana Macalintal & Nick Wagner
conversion process that
strength and nourishment for the
forms “lifelong missionary
with a delicious soup and bun
passage
death to eternal life. This
disciples”
As
well, make sure the patient is identified asJunea9-10,Catholic
and wishes
tofromreceive
luncheon in the hall which
2017
should happen while the patient is still
Learn how to apply
the
was enjoyed by all. What a the home
communion.Contact
parish
to
add
the
patient’s
name
to the List
of the
Sick.
Friday
June 9,
7-9 pm/
Saturday, June
10, 8:30-4:30pm
conscious
if possible.
core principles of the RCIA
beautiful beginning to a lovely
across the entire parish to
When
we celebrate, all need form
to even
be more
aware that this sacrament of the sick is a sacrament of healing and
sunny day in the Okanagan.
Mary, Mother of the Church

Sacrament of the Anointing of the Sick

strengthening.

Grant us, O merciful God,
protection in our weakness,
that we, who keep the memory of
the Immaculate
Mother of God, may, with the
help of her intercession,
rise up from our iniquities.
Through our Lord Jesus Christ,
your Son, who lives
and reigns with you in the unity of
the Holy Spirit,
one God, for ever and ever. Amen

missionary disciples

 Acquire the skills to build

85 Kirkbridge Dr., Winnipeg, MB

Prayer for the Sick

an evangelizing parish
that involves the entire
community in calling forth
missionary disciples

Dear God,

that is focused on disciple
formation

Make known the healing power of
your hands.
Give comfort and shelter beneath your
wings.
Grant restorative sleep tonight and
safe passage to tomorrow. Amen.

Dispel my fear. End my anxiety.
WCC Conference Rate: $150 pp
How often can we celebrate?
Wipe worry from my mind.
$140 pp if 2 or more register from one parish
May
the one I care
While the Church encourages
us to celebrate Msgr.
thisMichael
sacrament
atapplication
the onset of serious illness,
it about find
Koch Grant
 Know how to recruit and
good
health
and
complete
recovery.
build a thriving RCIA team
available
may be repeated if the condition
of the patient becomes
more serious or we know that the

patient is facing death.If the person is close to death,
efforts
Register
online: should be made to celebrate
 Learn how to grow a pool
http://western-catechumenate.blogspot.ca
of passionate, engagedso he/she
while the person is still conscious
may participate. Each time a person faces
sponsors who mentor
cic.michelle@saskatoonrcdiocese.com or
seekers into discipleshipfrailty he/she may celebrate the sacrament again.
serious illness, surgery or increasing
(306) 358-2057
Who administers the Anointing of the Sick?
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Love of Christ Amidst Violence and Conflict
To close out the Year of Mercy,
the Catholic Women’s League,
Knights of Columbus and youth &
young adult families at Immaculate
Conception in Kelowna organized a
parish bazaar in November to help
raise funds to assist Syrian families
spending the winter in a refugee
camp. A local Syrian family who
had heard about the fundraiser was
so touched by the show of support
for their fellow country people
that they arrived at the bazaar first
thing in the morning with BOXES
of authentic Syrian baking to add to
the baking booth (and then stayed to
help with the cleanup). In the end,
just over $6000.00 was sent to aid

these families and bring the love of
Christ to those deeply affected by
violence and conflict.

We pray, for the many
brothers and sisters who
seek refuge far from their
native lands, who seek
a home where they can live
without fear; that they
might always be respected in
their dignity.
- Pope Francis
Syrian families with CWL members with
Canadian and Syrian flags in background.

Life in Nelson
The Msatat
Family
Life in Nelson
ForForThe
Msatat
Family
By Paul Boscariol
Cathedral Refugee Committee (CRC)

By Paul Boscariol
Cathedral Refugee Committee (CRC)

Leen has been attending pre-school
at Kootenay Kinder School a couple
of times per week. She really enjoys
her time there and the activities they
participate in. Leen’s favorite thing to
do is dance and sing. Her command
of English has also developed rapidly.

attended and was an opportunity
for the family and Nelsonites to
establish new friendships. The
Msatats also enjoyed some other
Tasneem, in addition to attending
Since
their outings
arrival inin
Nelson
in May,area
the
summer
the Nelson
English lessons at CBAL, cares for
Msatat
familytime
havespent
been busy
integrating
including
on Kootenay
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into the community. After settling in their
Lake.
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employed
of the family on the home front. She
home the family, along with the help of
on a partand
time
basis working
neighbors
volunteers,
were ablewith
to put inhas become familiar with the aspects
a local
company.
their
first construction
vegetable garden.
They have
of shopping in the community and
established strong relationships and supportshas adjusted to the changes in access
with their
neighbors. and
Mohammed
Tasneem to food sources that are new to the
have been taking English language
During the summer the Msatat family were family.One of the challenges is not
lessons through
Columbia
officially
welcomedthe
with
a NelsonBasin having access to food common to
Association
for
Literacy
n For The Msatat Family
experience; a picnic at Lakeside(CBAL)
Park whichtheir everyday life in Syria, but they
and
have
also
had
additional
tutoring
coincided
with
the
end
of
Ramadan.
It was are adapting well.
y Paul Boscariol
well
wasof
an the
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for the
fromattended
Brian and
Deon
Cathedral
Refugee Committee (CRC)
family
and
Nelsonites
to
establish
new
Refugee Committee (CRC). Their
Mohammed, under his own
friendships. The Msatats also enjoyed some
command
of
the
language
is
coming
initiative,
applied for work at the
other summer outings in the Nelson area
along
well
and
they
have
realized
new
Kootenay
Co-op. He indicated
including time spent on Kootenay Lake. Mohammed was employed on a part time basis working
the importance of becoming fluent.
with a local construction company.
it would provide more opportunity
to learn English given the multitude
Mohammed and Tasneem have been taking English language
through
the Columbia
Jameel lessons
and Leen
quickly
made of interactions on a daily basis. He
Basin Association for Literacy (CBAL) and have
also hadwith
additional
tutoringliving
from Brian
Deon
friends
children
in the
has settled into the routines at work
of the Cathedral Refugee Committee (CRC). Their command of the language is coming along
neighborhood
and
have
spent
plenty
and is extremely happy with working
well
and they
have
realized
Since
their
arrival
in importance
Nelson
inof becoming
Since
their
arrival
in the
Nelson
in May,
thetimefluent.
of
playing with them. Jameel there. Mohammad looks to his coMay,
the family
Msatathave
family
have
Msatat
beenfriends
busy been
integrating
is enrolled
in neighborhood
Kindergartenandathave
South
Jameel
and Leen quickly
made
with
children
living in the
spent workers at the Co-op as his family;
busy
integrating
into
the
community.
into
the
community.
After
settling
inNelson
theirin Kindergarten
plenty of time playing with them. Jameel is enrolled
at South
Nelson
Elementary
School
(SNES). his sisters and brothers. All one has
After
settling
in their
home
the
family,
Elementary
(SNES).
Hewith
has embraced
lifeembraced
at SNES andschool
has established
many
home
theSchool
family,
along
the helpschool
of has
He
life at SNES
to do is walk down the street with
along
with
the
help
of
neighbors
and
strong
friendships
with
his
classmates.
his
favourite
activities include the play center in
neighbors and volunteers, wereSome
ableofto
put
in
and
has
established
many
strong
the Kindergarten
room
and to
playing
soccer
on the playground. Mohammed has said of Jameel, Mohammad and the number of people
volunteers,
were
able
put in
their
their
first
vegetable
garden.
They
withslowly
his classmates.
Some that acknowledge him by name is a
“his English
is far better
than ours
and Ihave
havehave
tofriendships
ask him to speak
so we can understand!”
first
vegetable
garden.
They
established
strong
relationships
and
supports
of
his
favourite
activities
include
theShetestament to how quickly he is fitting
Leen has been attending pre-school at Kootenay Kinder School a couple of times per week.
established
strong relationships and
really
time there and the activities they
participate
favorite thing room
to do is into the community.
play
center in.
in Leen’s
the Kindergarten
withenjoys
theirher
neighbors.
supports
neighbors.
dance and with
sing. their
Her command
of English has also
anddeveloped
playing rapidly.
soccer on the playground.
has said of Jameel, “his
During
summer
the the
Msatat
familyMohammed
were
One area the family has had some
Duringthethe
summer
Msatat
English is far better than ours and I challenges is being isolated from
officially
welcomed
with
a
Nelson
family were officially welcomed
have to ask him to speak slowly so we other Syrians and access to a Mosque.
experience;
picnic at Lakeside
with
a Nelson aexperience;
a picnic Park
at which
can understand!”
Fortunately there have been a few
coincided
with
the end
of Ramadan.
Lakeside
Park
which
coincided
with It was
other Syrians that have come to the
well
attended
and
was
an
opportunity
for
the
the end of Ramadan. It was well

family and Nelsonites to establish new
friendships. The Msatats also enjoyed some

area. In mid-January the Msatat family
visited the Syrian family that settled
in Castlegar last fall. There was also
another even more recently sponsored
family living in Rossland that joined
in the visit.
This provided an opportunity
for the families to share stories and
experiences, and their hopes and
dreams for life in Canada.
On the drive to Castlegar, Phil
King, CRC Transportation Chair,
noticed Leen twisting in her car seat
looking out the window. He asked what
she was looking at and she answered
that she wanted to see the mountains.
At that point,Tasneem said, ‘I love to
see the snow on the trees’. As they
drove back into Nelson and turned
onto Mill Street, Mohammed said, ‘I
love coming back to Nelson. It feels
like home’.
On the last weekend of February
the family moved to a new location
in the Uphill area of Nelson. About
a dozen volunteers with pickups,
cars and many hands quickly loaded
the family’s furnishings and personal
possessions and moved then to the
new home.
The family as always, continues
to express their heartfelt thanks for
the supports of the Cathedral Refugee
Committee and the people of Nelson.
Both the family and the community
have benefited from the sponsorship.
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A PRIEST’S HUMAN LIFE: Fr. Brendan Boland 1925 — 2017
By Fr Harry Clarke

In the afternoon of Monday, February
6th, Fr. Brendan Boland concluded his
life on earth at the age of 92. He was well
known and loved in the Kelowna area as a
man of God; with charm, wit and decency.
As pastor of Holy Spirit Church in Rutland
and as a revered member of the Irish Society
he was reminiscent of the Gaelic “Saggart
Aroon”- the “dear priest” - who had stood
by the Irish when they were persecuted for
their faith. I met him for the first time in
1976 and immediately saw in him a priest
of interest to me.
He was born in Aughoose, a coastal
part County Mayo in 1925 and had a great
memory of a childhood full in spontaneity.
In those days there were no programs for
children outside school time; just wide
open fields, Irish style football, rivers, bogs,
animals, the Atlantic Ocean and the thrills
of energetic, imaginative and creative
comrades. At the age of 16 a vision of a
fulfilling, ongoing adventure attracted him
to a religious community founded to bring
people into direct contact with Christ, the
Redeemer. His father was not immediate in
supporting this step.
However, in early July he said to
the lad; “you and I are going to make the
annual Pilgrimage to climb the Reek!”
This meant ascending on foot the holy
Mountain where St. Patrick consulted the
direction of God for his work in Ireland.
Late one Saturday, they set off by car on
the 60 mile journey and like 100 thousand
others on that last Sunday in July fulfilled
the rituals proscribed. On returning home
his father gave his permission. All his life
Fr. Boland wondered how his father knew
that he needed that blessing. It was a sure
sign of how much his father honoured and
loved him.
The community of priests that he joined
fulfilled an important role in bringing peace
to Irish parishes after the terrors of the civil
war years. This war led to many terrible
resentments among neighbours and within
families. In parish missions they also dealt
with the inferiority complex caused by
colonialism which forced untruths from
people to protect one another and there
were the painful memories of the famine.
One of the side effects of these things led
some to an over indulgence in a home
brew called poteen. This stuff had demonic
power to drive people crazy in the promise
of comforting them. These priests were
driven not by counselling skills but by a
conviction; Jesus has overcome all that is
destructive in us and among us, we take

Him at his word. Their tough assignment
led them to use strong sermons, pledges
and confessions demanding self-renewal,
the renewal of the person - which God will
perform as the central work of a Christian
community. Fr. Boland was part of this
outreach for three years, from 1951 to
1953. It was at one of these missions that
the young Boland himself experienced a
light to guide his soul. Hope and zeal came
through everywhere and a new confident
Ireland kept emerging.
Then for ten years, because of an
easy adaptable manner, he was chosen to
serve the Church in India; a land driven by
a relentless desire for God. He never had
a dull day in those years and his memory
of those people and places matured his
appreciation for all human beings. He saw
there how universal is the search for truth.
When he was assigned to Western Canada
in the mid-sixties he took a sabbatical
course in Berkley which I suspect gave
him a thorough shaking up, alerting him
to future self-delusion pop ups. Soon after
that he got a rebuke from Mother Teresa
after saying Mass in West Vancouver. He
was feeling a bit awkward about all the
local wealth so he said to her: Mother, this
is a far cry from Calcutta! She replied:
Father, God is everywhere. That became a
mantra for him but he also felt the weight
of the decline in faith which goes deep into
the Church.
The Irish of my vintage have had their
highs and lows with priests but despite
all this they are more at home in their
gatherings when the priest is not missing.
This was certainly true of Fr. Boland with
the Irish Society, his simple presence
always counselled a more polite mood. He
was also able to fulfill something James
Joyce lamented about his Dublin priests,
something to the effect that sermons mined
in utopia miss out on the fact that most are
ordinary people, living an ordinary day
with ordinary thoughts and struggles.
He had such high regard for human
experiences that many times he just talked
in stories that always favoured the high
drama of human life. When one of his
sisters, Maureen died he told me that she
often averted grief when he and his brother
were wild young boys. On one occasion
the Church of Ireland minister came to
see his dad who was the local national
school principal. He came in a fancy MG
car and the brothers observed an open
box of chocolates in the front seat. They
were about to intercept at least two of the

chocolates when his sister came on the
scene. She immediately saw the danger of
family disgrace, inter Church chaos and
worst of all the sin of stealing. She simply
said: “I will say only one thing: those are
protestant chocolates”. Slowly the brothers
altered their determination and withdrew
with honour; they were not going to deny
the true faith.
As he came to the end of his life there
was no superiority in him. He came to be a
simple priest and his finest territory is how
we welcome mysteries and blessings. Any
day in Vancouver you could find him in the
chapel praying in early morning, enjoying
some students at UBC at noon, blessing a
Mahony Irish pub in the early evening and
gaming among the Chinese at the horse
races later on. When he knew that in old
age life had taken its shape he particularly
enjoyed the school Masses, he was
present as a spectator in the great drama of
children and prayer joined together. Those
of us who knew of his trips to Ireland
can recall that returning to his home area
around Belmullet always awakened in
him sensations that would lie dormant
elsewhere. He was
another
Raftery
the poet returning
to Mayo and
singing”….
and were I to
be standing in
the centre of my
people again age
would depart from
me and I would be
young again”.
He did not
focus on fixing
situations, as if it
was all about him,
the hero, but by
paying attention
to the person in
front of him, he
simply connected.
He had a healthy
realism
about
the Church in its
human aspect. He
never abandoned
friends who left
the priesthood even
when new spouses
did not encourage
his attention. He
had no interest
in programs, he
relied on “grace”;

what God’s love is ready to offer each of
us all the time. To the end he loved to read
Cardinal Newman who always freshened
his perception of what was really important.
I am always more interested in the
internal profile of a person. The central
event in his life was and is the call of
Christ; “Come, follow me”. Faith did not
disappoint his humanity. It would be a false
love if I was to give the impression that
weakness and failure was missing from his
life, especially in the trials of loneliness.
His core belief helped him to persevere
with his “call”; that the meaning of life
is disclosed in our friendship with Christ.
Sickness before death was the artist that
gave the final touches to meet the one to
whom he gave his life at the age of sixteen.
His life proclaimed the honour it is to be
a simple priest, never looking down on
anyone as if he was a superman, but rather
letting his own weaknesses be a way of
being close to others in their weaknesses.
His only claim to success on leaving this
world is that Jesus is his friend.
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Development & Peace: The First Fifty Years
By Bard & Wes Towle

which have had to be taken up because
of seemingly endless natural disasters
and world crisis situations.

Fifty years ago on March 26,
1967 Blessed Pope Paul VI released
an encyclical called Populorum
Progressio. He wrote the encyclical
in response to the world economy
and its effect on peoples around the
world, especially those from poorer,
developing nations. He described a
situation in which the growing gap
between the relatively few rich nations
and the many poor nations was causing
social unrest and even violence. Stating
that “economy of the world” should
serve all humanity he asked the world to
work together for the common good by
abolishing hunger, poverty and injustice.
He especially challenged the Church to
be at the forefront of this effort.

We are proud of the work that
Development and Peace has done over
the past fifty years and want to celebrate
it. We are doing this by offering
free life-time memberships for this
anniversary year to anyone who wishes
to become a member of D & P. If you
are interested please contact your D & P
parish representative.

The Bishops of Canada heard him
and enthusiastically responded to the
encyclical by establishing, in that same
year, the lay led organization known as
Development and Peace. This makes
2017 D & P’s fiftieth anniversary and
we, the Nelson Diocesan members
of Development and Peace, think it’s
something not only to be proud of
but also something to celebrate and to
remember.

IN
CONCERT

DAVID HAAS
Friday May 5, 2017
Tickets $20 each

7:00 pm

Family Rate - $50
(no children under the age of 12)

Come and enjoy David’s Music and Songs ~
We are Called

You are Mine

Blest Are They

Deep Within

MUSIC & LITURGY WORKSHOP ~
I Will Sing a New Song of Love

A day to celebrate with the Ministry of Sung Prayer

Saturday May 6, 2017

9:30am-1:30pm

Cost $20

St. Charles Garnier Parish
3645 Benvoulin Road, Kelowna
For Tickets and Registration
Contact ~ Darlene
Darlene.jackson@nelsondiocese.org
250-448-2725

Over the past fifty years Development
and Peace has invested more than six
hundred million dollars in over 100
countries. It has stood in solidarity with
the poor, vulnerable and marginalized
peoples of the Global South. For those
fifty years D & P members have been
denouncing injustice and creating change;
whether it be alongside Nelson Mandela’s
struggle to end apartheid in South
Africa, our campaigns to hold mining
companies accountable by establishing an
ombudsman or most recently confronting
the challenges of climate change.
The Diocese of Nelson has strongly
supported Development and Peace right
from its beginning. Members have
served on the D & P governing council,
accepted responsibility for keeping
individual parishes aware of various D &
P initiatives, organized countless social
justice parish activities, liaised with other
churches and organizations and attended
many, many meetings. Whether members
or not, many of the good Catholics of
the Nelson Diocese have generously
supported Development & Peace by
giving to the annual Share Lent Collection
as well as to the many special collections

We are also planning a special
celebratory gathering and are very
fortunate to have Joe Gunn, a familiar
name in the D & P world, actually the
social justice and development world,
as a featured speaker. Currently, the
executive director of The Citizens
for Public Justice Mr. Gunn worked
in Latin American refugee camps for
seven years. For over ten years he
worked with the Canadian Conference
of Catholic Bishops, developing policy
and coordinating work in areas of social
justice, missions and Aboriginal peoples.
He served as the founding vice-chair
of KAIROS: Canadian Ecumenical
Justice Initiatives and has been active
in the Canadian Council of Churches’
Commission for Justice and Peace. While
he will be speaking specifically about
Development and Peace he will be able to
discuss and answer questions concerning
the whole topic of justice, peace and
international social development. Mr.
Gunn will be speaking at St. Charles
Garnier in Kelowna and St. Rita’s in
Castlegar and when we have the dates
firmed up (it will be in early May) we will
make sure that all the parishes, as well as
other interested folk, are made aware of
them. So please consider attending.
For fifty years Development and
Peace has been in solidarity with
worldwide social justice movements in
addressing injustice and creating change.
Please consider putting Catholic Social
Justice Teaching in action by joining us
in this important work. Please pray for
D & P, and our partners in the developing
world. Thank you for your generous
support.
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Second Annual Bishop’s Dinner
set for June 24th, 2017

DIOCESE OF NELSON
Catholic Pastoral Centre

The Most Reverend
John Corriveau, O.F.M., Cap.
Bishop of Nelson
cordially invites you to

3665 Benvoulin Road, Kelowna, B.C. Canada V1W 4M7

Office of the Bishop

Bishop John Corriveau OFM Cap.
john.corriveau@nelsondiocese.org - 250-448-2726
“As the objects of God’s love, men and women become subjects of charity, they are called to
make themselves instruments of grace, so as to pour forth God’s charity and to weave
networks of charity.”
Pope Benedict XVI, (Caritas in Veritate, 5)
Dear sisters and brothers in Christ,

Saturday, June 24th 2017
6:00 Reception |

7:00 Dinner

Bishop’s Address | Masterpiece Entertainment | Live & Silent Auction
Dress Semi-Formal

COAST CAPRI HOTEL BALLROOM
1171 Harvey Ave., Kelowna, BC
Tickets: $200 per person ($100 tax receipt)
Tickets available at:
St. Charles Garnier Parish, Loaves & Fishes,
Our Lady of Lourdes and
The Catholic Pastoral Centre

While the words of Pope Benedict XVI summarize both the origin and the mission of the
Church, they also shine a light on the unique bonds of support and friendship between the
Catholic faithful and the places they call home. It is in service to this special relationship that I
am once again proud to announce our annual Bishop’s Dinner.
Originally founded to support the overwhelming need for new elementary school facilities in the
city of Kelowna, the hope remains that this event will eventually be able to take its place acting
on behalf of our entire diocese. Those who recall last year’s event (which raised over
$350,000) know that this is not your average parish or even diocesan get together. It is a truly
unique, once-a-year opportunity to present our Catholic family to the city in which we live, all
while raising money in support of a cause that seeks to benefit the local community as a
whole.
This year, funds will once again go to support the Masterpiece Campaign, now into the final
phase of the St. Joseph Elementary School Project. For those interested, please visit St.
Joseph Elementary in person and witness the amazing transformation that has already taken
place. We are very truly blessed.
Obviously prominent, large-scale events such as this must seek to transcend mere fundraising.
We look always to create better – and stronger - ties between our Catholic faithful and the
larger communities they call home. It is critical that Catholics – and others - recognize, and
embrace, the important role they play in the daily life of their cities and towns. This annual
dinner was created in part to help make that a more promising reality.
This happy occasion to come together as Catholics beyond the walls of our churches and halls
should not be missed. Please join me on Saturday, June 24th at The Coast-Capri Hotel (in
person or virtually). I look forward to seeing you there.
Fraternally in Christ,

For further details please go to Nelson Diocese Website www.nelsondiocese.org and click on Bishops Second Annual Dinner
or contact Holly Routley | 250-575-6996 | hroutley@cisnd.ca

Diocese of Nelson End of Year of Mercy Youth Concert held at
Immaculata High School with Psalm 98 Music Ministry from
Vancouver and Fr. Robert Galea from Australia.

John Corriveau, OFM Cap.
Bishop of Nelson
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CHRIST THE SERVANT CWL
RECOGNIZES 70 YEARS OF SERVICE
By Sylvia Lister

The highlight that tops everything is
being able to celebrate and give recognition to
Grace Gill, who celebrated her 90th birthday
in September and has been a CWL member
for 70 years. Yes! 70 years.
Grace (Brock) Gill, grew up in Cranbrook
and was active in Church activities as a
teenager. She helped students prepare for First

Communion and also worked with choirs as
well as playing the organ or piano at Church.
We are so honoured to have Grace as
a member of our CWL and at our January
meeting she was presented with flowers and
a cake to celebrate 70 years of service in the
CWL.

St. Rita’s CWL

By Elizabeth Cytra

The Nelson Diocese of the Catholic
President
Sylvia
Women’s League held their Annual appointed
Regional
Fall meeting at St. Rita’s Church in Officers to each region in
Castlegar.
the diocese. Groups were
then formed with parish
Saturday morning Mass was presidents to discuss their
celebrated with Fr. Rafael Benosa. most successful fundraiser,
Following the Mass, President Sylvia spiritual event and social
Jurys opened the meeting by extending event in their parishes.
a warm welcome to the executive and Results were noted and
to the parish presidents. Caroline Ann- gathered to be shared with
Alter gave the opening prayer.
all the diocesan parish
councils.
The meeting included reports from
diocesan standing committees and past
Diocesan presidentpresident Janet O’Flynn.
elect Debbie Cloutier

2016 - A YEAR OF JOY: Cranbrook
CWL
By Sylvia Lister

Our CWL has had a very
fulfilling,busy year. By June we were
ready for some socializing. Janice
Pelltier hosted a terrific potluck
luncheon at her home, which was
enjoyed by over 30 members. Lots of
good food, laughter and conversation:
a wonderful lead in to the summer
break. Another highlight of our year
was our very successful Tea and Bake
Sale in November. A great time was
experienced by all, and everyone
enjoyed being waited upon by our
Knights of Columbus members acting
as servers. December followed quickly
and it was our turn to host the annual
Christmas Luncheon. We had a marvellous turnout, over 60 members from our
Cranbrook leagues as well as great support from the Sacred Heart CWL in Kimberley.
Our Church achieved a major goal when we were able to hang our stained glass
image of the Blessed Virgin Mary in our church. What a wonderful addition inside
Christ the Servant Church.

presented a S’Mores - Effective
Meetings
workshop.
Debbie
commented that we all need to use
our gifts to make CWL a place of
Faith, Fun and Fulfillment.
Life members; Janet O’Flynn
and Sandra Stajduhar were blessed to
be presented with a prayer shawl by
Bev Watson and Marion Nygren.
Diocesan President Sylvia
Jurys spoke about passion,
solidarity and commitment and
quoted an anonymous writing
called
“Smile”
encouraging
everyone to practice and give away
our smile especially to someone
who does not have one to give.

CWL Amalgamation
By Elaine Senger

Corpus Christi Parish held the CWL Amalgamation meeting of the St
Theresa and Holy Spirit Councils on November 3, 2016. It is the charter
of the new Corpus Christi CWL.
One of the highlight of the afternoon was the election of the 1st
time new council President and chairpersons. Geri Pedlar was elected
by acclamation President with Mary Cacchioni elected as treasurer. The
Chairpersons elected were Gloria Chopik, Margaret Boyko, Marilee
Bafia and Kate Evans.
Approximately 60 members attended to be part of the Charter.
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Above: Holy Cross Parish, Creston: Father Sylvester Obi Ibekwe, surrounded
by members of the CWL on the occasion of Joyce Slattery receiving the
‘Bellelle Guerin Award’.
Left to right: Pauline Brezden, Jan Kulicki, Ruth Pascut, Joyce Slattery,
Leanne Wastrodowski, Father Sylvester Obi Ibekwe, Jill Daybell, Lorraine
Tyne and Candace Barnes.

Above: Sunday, Feb. 26th, Christ
the King Parish in Oliver, BC
enjoyed their annual family skate at
the Oliver Arena. Parishioners
of all ages came out to skate, some
“first timers”. The afternoon was
enjoyed by all.

On Dec. 4, 2016, Bishop John atte
nded the Filipino Community
Christmas Party in St. Francis of
Assissi Parish, Revelstoke, BC
organized by Fr. Aaron de Dios, Par
ish Priest.

March 2017

Above: Joyce Slattery, right, of Holy Cross Parish, Creston receives the
‘Bellelle Guerin Award’ from Lorraine Tyne. Joyce has worked tirelessly to
keep the spirit of the Catholic Women’s League alive in the spirit of the first
president of the CWL, Bellelle Guerin.
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Christian Unity: “That the World May Know…”
By Graham Osborne

Question: Christians all love and
serve the same God. Does it really
matter if we don’t all agree on the
various Christian teachings and beliefs?
Before I answer this, I want to tell
you about an experience my wife and I
had a few years ago. We were expecting
our fourth little one when troublesome
signs started showing. A few days later,
we found ourselves in Emergency. Things
quickly progressed to the worst, and as my
wife and I sat weeping and overwhelmed,
several people around us spontaneously
gathered in fervent prayer, laying their
hands on my wife’s stomach and asking
Jesus to take care of my wife, our little
one and myself. I sat there in shock, with a
rough copy of this very article I had been
working on at the time in my hands –but I
knew that God had shown me something
very important at that moment, as difficult
as it was.
These were good and prayerful people.
They were not Catholic, but from our
conversations beforehand, unquestionably
they were devout Christians with a great
love for Jesus and their neighbor. During
a very friendly chat, one lady had even
remarked that it was still the same God that
we both worshipped, and we both knew
this to be true.
All of this was good, very good.
So if it was the same God, and we all
loved and served Him, wasn’t that “good
enough”?Did it really matter that we all
agree on the various teachings Jesus had
left us, some of great importance and some
of lesser? But as I reflected more on the day,
what I was trying to say in this particular
article hit me with blinding clarity. Yes, it
absolutely mattered! But why?
The most obvious reason is that Jesus
wants everybody to follow the teachings
He left us –all of them! He desires this unity
(see 1 Cor. 1:10, 1 Cor. 12:13,27, Eph. 4:16, Rom 16:17-18 and Eph 4:11-14). In
fact, He has commanded it! In the “Great
Commission” of Matthew 28, Jesus sends
the Apostles out to baptize and “make
disciples of all nations… teaching them
to observe ALL that” He has commanded.
ALL! Jesus also tells us, “this is love of
God, that we keep His commandments” (1
John 5:3, John 14:21). So if we truly love
God, we will observe all that Jesus has
commanded.
But here is a key question. 2000 years
later, how can we be sure of ALL Jesus
commanded? How can we be sure we’re

getting it right? Someone might quickly
reply, “we follow the Bible.” But look
at the incredible melt down in Christian
beliefs we are seeing today. The fruit of
following the “Bible alone” has been utter
Christian disunity, to the tune of thousands
of different denominations –all with their
own set of beliefs, and many of them
both important and contradictory. They
are all following the “Bible alone”, but
they are often getting radically different
understandings of what Jesus taught by
doing this. Following Scripture alone
simply doesn’t work! And it doesn’t
work because Jesus never intended it to!
He didn’t first come to earth to write the
Bible [though He of course wanted it to be
written, and in fact inspired it], He came
first to found His Church.
It is to His Church that He entrusts
all His truths and His authority – “He
who hears you hears me” [Luke 10:16].
He builds this church on rock, on Peter
and the Apostles, promising the gates of
Hell will not prevail against it. And He
appoints Peter as head of His Church in an
unending office that stretches back to the
time of King David [see Matthew 16:1619 in light of Isaiah 22:19-22], and gives
him the keys to the Kingdom of heaven,
and the power to bind and loose on Earth,
as it is in Heaven. He gives this Church
the power to baptize, cast out demons, to
forgive sins and to heal [see John 17:1718, Mark 6:7-13, John 20:21-23, Mat
28:18-20]. He inspires the New Testament
to be written by its members, and leaves
the Church with the proper understanding
of its words, sending His Holy Spirit to
protect it from error and “guide it into
all the truth” [John 14:26, John15:15-17,
John 16:13]. This is why Jesus left us the
Church. It is His Church that is “the pillar
and foundation of truth” [1 Timothy 3:15],
and not the Bible alone.
But there is yet another VERY critical
aspect to this whole issue of following all
that Jesus has taught, and perhaps the most
important of all –one of global, eternal
significance to every person on earth, past,
present and future. We get a sense of it
throughout Sacred Scripture, but nowhere
is it clearer than in the last few hours of
Jesus’ life, specifically in John 17:20-23.
Jesus is in the upper room with
the Apostles. He has just instituted the
Eucharist. He is praying to His Heavenly
Father, both for the Apostles, and ALL
who will come to believe in Him. This
is the very last teaching He will leave

the Apostles before He is arrested and
crucified. Do you think it’s important?
With His eyes raised to heaven, Jesus
says, “I pray… for those who will believe
in me…so that they may all be one, as
you, Father, are in me and I in you, that
they also may be in us, that the world
may believe that you sent me. And I have
given them the glory you gave me, so that
they may be one, as we are one, I in them
and you in me, that they may be brought
to perfection as one, that the world may
know that you sent me, and that you
loved them even as you loved me.”
Did you catch that? Jesus twice says
that the world will come to believe that
the Father sent Him through the unity it
sees in His followers. This is profound!
This is truly the heart of evangelization –
that God so loved the world that He sent
His only Son. And the unity Jesus speaks
of here is not just a whimsical, “closeenough, we all love Jesus” sort of unity, as
good as that is. He describes it as perfect
unity, the same unity that He has with the
Father.
Does it matter whether we know and
follow all that Jesus commanded, and
that all Christians are united in the same
beliefs and doctrines? Unquestionably
yes! The faith of an unbelieving world
depends on it. And the world must be
scandalized by the contradictory beliefs,
infighting and lack of unity it sees among
Christians today.

been baptized? Without question.
Jesus commanded it. What about the
Eucharist? Jesus says, “Truly, truly…
unless you eat the flesh of the Son of
Man and drink His blood, you have no
life in you” (John 6:53). What about
the Pope, the Blessed Mother, good
works, confession,purgatory, abortion,
divorce and remarriage, contraception,
homosexuality,even shopping on Sunday,
and dozens of other important issues?
Does it matter what we believe regarding
all these things? Absolutely! Jesus has
taught on every one of them, and true
Christian unity is at stake.
True Christian unity resides in
following all of Jesus’ teachings, as
revealed to the Church He left us. The
perfect unity Jesus prayed for does not
reside in agreeing to disagree. It resides in
the fullness of truth that Jesus revealed to
His Church. That is why it matters that all
Christians come to agree on the teachings
Jesus left us.
Perhaps St. Paul says it best in his first
letter to the Corinthians: “I appeal to you,
brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus
Christ, that all of you agree and that there
be no dissensions among you, but that you
be united in the same mind and the same
judgment” (1 Cor. 1:10). Christians must
grow in unity. Jesus prayed fervently for
it. Truly united, by the grace of God, we
will change the world -because then, the
world will know…

Does it matter whether you’ve

“Come and See” Weekend
By Fr. Bart van Roijen

When you ask the question: “What
do you want to become when you grow
up?” young children come up with all
kinds of creative answers. By the time
they get into high school, they are not
so sure. The question scares them,
claiming to be too young to commit
themselves for the rest of their lives.
“What are you looking for?” Jesus
asks the first two disciples. “Come and
see,” he answers to their reply, inviting
them to look with no obligations. No
one is served by a hasty decision. Yet,
nothing is gained or learned by taking a
closer look.
Many children have given some

thought to becoming a priest or
religious. Some have dismissed the
idea as “beyond them”. They can’t
imagine themselves to be “holy
enough” or capable of meeting the high
expectations they place on this role.
Often, God’s call dies before it ever has
a chance to grow. Though re-emerging
from time to time, the busy-ness of life
can choke it for years to come.

Prayer for
Vocations
Send forth, O Lord,
laborers into thy harvest.
Amen.
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Exorcising Their Gym!
By Fr. David John

What Are They Doing?
When a priest is new in a parish he
doesn’t know what is normal and what is
abnormal. Here in Sparwood we have a
church with the priest’s house next to it,
both fronting the church parking lot which
has no gates as the entrance is wide and
open. During the summer this area was
busy, but once the holidays were over I kept
seeing a constant stream of cars coming
into the parking lot, stopping – usually
with their engines running – and then they
would drive off.
‘What are they doing?’ was my
thought.

Then it hit me: our church is a in a gym you’re never actually fighting
Pokémon Gym!
another player: the defending Pokémon are
controlled by an AI [artificial intelligence –
Pokémon Gym
that is Pokémon’s main computer], as are
Now if these words have as little
yours later, when they’re resident in the
meaning to you as they initially had to me,
gym and defending.”
let me explain. Pokémon is a computer
game, but the game isn’t limited to your
I did check my letter of appointment
computer, tablet or smartphone; through the from the Bishop and it said I was appointed
game you are linked to places in the world as parish priest of Sparwood, but I couldn’t
around you and to other people who are find any mention of a Pokémon Gym and
playing the game. Unlike the stereotypical any role in training Pokémon in a “battle
computer game, Pokémon tries to sell itself arena”.
on being a game that gets people out and
Bye-Bye to Our Pokémon Friends
about. The company’s website states very
While all this is fascinating, we were
high ideals for the game:“The core value of
still left with quite considerable wear and
the ‘Play Pokémon’ program is to provide a
tear on our somewhat ageing parking
fun, organized playing environment where
lot surface, the danger of damage to cars
kids can grow socially and intellectually.
legitimately using the parking lot, and the
Within the ‘Play Pokémon’ environment an
nightly disturbance to the priest’s residence
emphasis is placed on fun,fairness, honesty,
and to our closest neighbours.
respect, sportsmanship, and learning. In
addition to promoting logical and strategic
I would have somehow liked to have
thinking, good sportsmanship, and core harnessed this opportunity of people
math and reading skills... Play
Pokémon supports both noncompetitive and competitive
play”.

Our parking lot is not a through route,
and any local would know that there was
nothing here except the church. A couple
of times I did start to approach a car that
drove in and stopped, but each time they
drove off before I got to them. Being new
to the parish I didn’t as yet know which cars
might be parishioners and which were not.
Also we want our church to be an inviting
And they add elsewhere:
place and I didn’t want to take on the role
“And many parents feel that
of an ogre who jumps out and questions
the Pokémon... encourage
anyone who comes near.
their children to learn to read,
But we were faced with the real issue since reading is required in
that one of the ladies who volunteers in the most Pokémon games.”
church had her car damaged by another car
I really don’t know much
hitting it and then driving off, yet at that
about the game itself, but it
time there was no event happening at the
appears you move forward
church so no need for any other cars to be
in the game if you gain
using the parking lot. Also the late night
‘Pokémons’. Then you have
stream of cars not only meant that it was
to train them to work for you
a disturbance for anyone in the priest’s
and the place you train them
house (which isn’t well insulated against
is in a Pokémon Gym. And
the sound of vehicles sitting outside with
Pokémon have allocated
their engines running), but above all I was
Gyms all over the globe, and it
worried about security.
appears that one of the places
As this habit was mostly in the allocated was our church in
evenings and into the night, I wondered if it Sparwood. So players were
was something to do with drug dealing – the driving up to our church and
parking lot can be exited by foot in many (I don’t exactly know how)
directions. So we changed the lighting to electronically putting their
brighten the area at night and I put up a players into the ‘virtual’ gym
security camera hoping this might frighten on the game. You don’t have
away those who wanted their deeds to stay to go into the building, just
stand – or sit in a car – outside
hidden in the darkness.
and do something on the
But there was no change.
game. The British newspaper
Then I looked a bit more closely at the ‘The Guardian’ explains
vehicles driving through and very often the further what Pokémon Gyms
cars had an adult at the wheel with a youth are:“They are the battle
in the passenger seat and the passenger arenas of the Pokémon world
would be holding a smart phone – but there [and when you get into the
again, what kid in the passenger seat of a gym] you fight other players’
car hasn’t got their head down with their Pokémon, take over the space
for a team and then defend it
eyes glued to a screen of some sort.
against attack. When you fight

coming to our church, even if they only
came as far as the parking lot and even
if they were searching for a gym for
imaginary internet creatures to do battle
rather than coming with a spiritual search
for the peace that Christ can offer them in
the everyday reality of this world.
But as I write it is very cold – below
minus 15°C during the day and colder in
the later evenings when many turn up –
and we are a small parish, so I couldn’t
see how this could feasibly happen. Thus
it was with a certain sadness I contacted
Pokémon, who were very helpful and
efficient, and had our church removed from
their Pokémon Go game.
So with apologies to all Pokémon
players, our church is once again a church
rather than a ‘battle arena of the Pokémon
world’.
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Retreat for Catechists
For all Catechists involved in:
 RCIA
 Children’s Program
 Children’s Liturgy
You are invited to participate in a one day Retreat
For the East Kootenay area a retreat will be held on ~

Annual Holy Cross School pancake breakfast held during Catholic School’s week when many events
were held to celebrate Catholic Education and our wonderful school community.

Saturday June 3rd
10:00 am – 3:30 pm
Cost $25
Location: To be determined

Deadline for registration is Friday May 19th. At least 10 participants will need to
register or the retreat will be cancelled.
For the Okanagan area a retreat will be held on ~

Saturday June 10th
Seton House of Prayer, Kelowna
10:00 am – 3:30 pm
Cost $25
There will be limited accommodation at Seton House.Deadline for registration is
Friday May 26th. At least 10 participants will need to register or the retreat will be
cancelled.

To register contact Ann Matthews at 250-448-2725 ext 270 or at
ann.matthews@nelsondiocese.org

Ask the Pastor

By Fr. Bart van Roijen
Question: “Statues, Icons and
Crucifixes: Visual Aids to enhance
Faithor idols?”
The question arose from a discussion
I had while visiting with family at
Christmas.
Rest assured that Catholics do not
engage in idol worship, except under
the more common forms that plague
our collective fallen nature, namely:
money, the cult of self and the things
we crave. These can become idols
when they become ends in themselves
and displace God as the sole being of
our worship.
The statues that adorn our churches and
homes, the icons that grace our walls
and the stain glass windows that line

our chapels are not meant to distract us
from worship of the one true God, but
are physical signs and manifestations of
his faithfulness in the lives of those who
have gone before us. Good religious
art can capture a particular moment
of grace, a singular example of true
devotedness or a specific manifestation
of the Spirit that serves to inspire, to
instruct and to strengthen us in our
response to God. By taking the time to
contemplate the Spirit’s work in the life
of the Saints, we contemplate God’s
grace and goodness to his people, and
how his Word guides us still. As we
behold the beauty and glory of art
worthy of our attention, we behold
the beauty and glory of the Kingdom
both past, present and to come, shining
through our ordinary lives.
The Communion of the Saints,
addressed in the ancient creeds of the
Church and given expression in good
art, also speaks to our understanding

of the power of intercession. From the
beginning, God formed a people unto
himself, so that we might not come to
him alone, but together in prayer and
worship. By praying together and
for one another, the Christian faithful
exercise a fraternal bond of charity
that extends to those who are half way
across the earth and to those who have
gone before us and, who even now, bear
testimony to the Resurrection won for
us by Jesus’ victory over sin and death.
Motivated
by
their
example,
strengthened by their charity and
blessed by their intercession, the
Communion of the Saints takes a life of
its own in John’s visions (see Book of
Revelation) as the veil between heaven
and earth is torn open and the Church
triumphant (represented by the early
martyrs) and the suffering Church give
a united praise and testimony to the
glory of God and “the lamb who was
slain”, Jesus Christ our Lord. Together

with all the Saints, we worship him.
Together with all the Saints we sing
his praises and fall down before him,
submitting all things to his Holy Will.
Rendering all things in physical form,
God is the “great artist extraordinaire”.
By taking on flesh himself, God gives
physical expression of his love. Born
of the Virgin Mary, and continuing
to be present in the outpouring of his
Spirit, God dares to scandalize by his
intimate union with our frail human
condition. And yet, for all who believe,
who come to understand the God who
deigns to make his dwelling among us,
our many physical expressions are not
meant to be idolized or to be a source
of superstition, but a conduit of the
Holy Spirit, who is the source of all
inspiration and eternal life for those
who believe.
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2016 World Youth Day Experience Krakow, Poland
By Fr Neil Lustado

When Bishop John asked me to lead a
group of young adults to participate in the
gathering of young people in Poland last
year, I was so excited because it was the
first time that the diocese sendoff youths
aged 18 years and above. I’ve realized that
it would be a great inspiration for these
youths and our Catholic churches in the
interior of British Columbia, particularly
the Diocese of Nelson to witness that our
young adults are pretty much alive.

Samantha Collins (Creston)

gives us passion for life,” and being there,
in Poland, I was able to feel that passion
The amazing experience at World for life all around me. I feel so blessed to
Youth Day helped me gain my faith. have attended WYD 2016.
Pope Francis talked about how we must
not ‘throw in the towel’ at such a young *********************************
age, and he told us “Jesus can give you
true passion for life.” I know that touched
Alexandra Hayes (Creston)
many of us. Seeing and meeting all the
millions of Catholics from all over the
I had an absolutely wonderful
world, was one of my favorite parts of the time throughout my World Youth Day
trip. Now that we have returned from our pilgrimage. It brought laughter and tears,
Our journey to Poland is like a journey, I have kept God close, and will insights and discoveries, and I am so very
roller coaster ride with full
of unforeseen events. There
were instances that we needed
to decide at an immediate
moment where to go, what
and where to ride a bus or
a train, having language
barriers, and experiencing
some unavoidable situations
but with God’s grace and faith
we survived. The journey with
these youths was amazing and
the entire pilgrimage was full
of lessons and just one of a
kind. Here are some of our
World Youth Day pilgrims’
testimonies;

Sky Shin (Rossland)
On the last day of the Vigil, during
Holy Mass, we struggled through the
hottest day we ever had at World Youth
Day. The sun was beaming so brightly,
and the humidity was surrounding us. But
on our walk back to the hostel, we had a
rainstorm. A huge rainstorm! At that
moment, when everybody was searching
for their WYD raincoat, I thought to
myself: “This is a miracle!” And as
we waited for the rain to stop, we sang:
“Lord, I need you.”
***********************
Hannah Willoner (Lake
Country)
World Youth Day was
such an amazing experience,
and I couldn’t have been
more honoured to be there. It
was special to be there with
such a great group, too. It’s
hard to express how blessed I
feel to have been there. I don’t
think I could name a singular
moment as my favourite. I
know that the experiences of
my first World Youth Day will
be in my heart forever.

***********************
Chris Hagel (Oliver)
When reflecting back and
praying about my experience
at World Youth Day in
Krakow, I am reminded of
the importance and power of
the cross. I am reminded of
the cost that Jesus paid for
our sins. The cross though is
not only a reminder of what Jesus Christ
did for us but also the life we are called
to live. We too are called to “pick up
our cross and follow Him” (Matt 16:24)
and to live a life of sacrificial love. This
is what Christ is challenging me with to
put away my selfish tendencies and look
to serve others.

***********************
Joanne Hopkins (Oliver)

not stray from my faith again.

thankful that I was able to take part. There
were so many moments of joy. And there
********************************* were also so many moments of quiet
Sarah Collins (Creston)
reflection and prayer.

WYD was an experience I will always
cherish. One of the most amazing things
was seeing the flags flying from all over
the world, and witnessing, among all the
********************************* youth, what Pope Francis referred to as
“fraternity.” Papa Francesco said: “Jesus
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If I had to share one
thing I experienced from
World Youth Day that truly
touched me, it would be the
vigil. During the last Mass
we shared with the Pope, he explained
to all the pilgrims to continue to pray for
those in Syria who are still at war and are
distraught. It is important to remember
that even though we may be at peace, there
are innocent lives out there still fighting
for their freedom. Miscommunication has
become such a huge problem in our lives,
we often forget how grateful and blessed
we are to own what we have. Compared to
Continued on page 15...
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...Continued from page 14
what other countries are dealing with,
such as the refugee crisis, there are
much bigger problems at stake that we
as humans must learn to understand,
which is to appreciate the small things
in life. That is to do great things, to be
your authentic self and to not be a lazy
couch potato. If that message can speak
out through Pope Francis, it can change
a whole nation and to me, that is very
impactful to a huge degree.

an opportunity to learn about myself and
my relationship with Jesus.
*******************************
Tamara King (Lake Country)
Attending World Youth Day in
Poland was an experience I cannot
forget. It meant a lot to me when I was
enriched by all the young people’s
faith around me. When I witnessed

Saturday Vigil during adoration at Campus Mise

ricordiae

*******************************
Sarah Trance (Kelowna)
People told me: “World Youth
Day is a lifetime experience,” and
after attending my first one, I can
fully understand that it is and so much
more. It is a life changing experience.
I returned home as a more humble and
open-minded person. World Youth Day
was an opportunity to grow closer to
Jesus and connect with my brothers
and sisters in Christ from all around
the world. At the final vigil with Pope
Francis, he challenged us young people
not to “vegetate” in a comfortable life,
but reminded us of our call “to leave
a mark.” It truly is a blessing to know
that I was chosen by Him to go on this
pilgrimage. World Youth Day Krakow
2016 was more than a pilgrimage; it was

these moments of prayer, singing, and
meeting others with the same faith, it
made me stronger in my faith as a young
adult. And it made my connection grow
with God like a new seed in my heart.
I feel very blessed to have been a part
of this great experience and I hope to
carry on in my daily life what I learned
from others and the pope. Thank you
to all who helped me on my journey to
Poland.
*******************************

everything will be ok. He has a plan for
me, and I can’t wait to start. I have been
going through a lot with my family, my
career and my relationship. Just to go to
WYD, I had to quit my job because they
wouldn’t let me go and take 3 weeks off
of work. I have made some big changes
in my life, and I couldn’t have done it
without Jesus Himself and my Church
family at Our Lady of Lourdes parish. I
love you all, and God bless.

*******************************
Elizabeth Lawrence (West Kelowna)
World Youth Day was an amazing
opportunity that I am blessed to have
experienced. It has brought me closer
to God in many ways. To see and
meet so many Catholic youth from
around the world, and to be reminded
of God’s love and guidance in our lives,
is an experience I’ll never forget. My
favourite words from Pope Francis
were: “Never forget: God’s will is our
happiness.” God bless.

Arthur Cuncannon (West Kelowna)

*******************************

For my second World Youth Day,
I had an amazing experience speaking
with Jesus, and learning how to allow
Him to speak to me - on His time, and
not mine. I heard Him again at the Vigil
in Krakow. He said to trust in Him and

Danielle & Cheryl Hébert (West
Kelowna)
During our Days in the Diocese,
our Host Family was very generous
and accommodating, regardless of

March 2017
the language differences. We were
still able to communicate with a lot of
hand motions. She was truly a loving
grandmother.
*******************************
Bonnie McLaughlin (West Kelowna)
A very heartfelt thanks to the
Diocese of Nelson for sponsoring my
pilgrimage to World Youth Day. From
the time I was four
years old, I have
always had a very
special place in
my heart for St.
John Paul II, and
it was such an
incredible honour
to see and learn
about his home
country of Poland.
Throughout
the
pilgrimage, and as
our beloved CoPatron of World
Youth Day, I sensed
his loving presence
as we gathered
with young people
from all over the
world to celebrate
and grow in our
Catholic
Faith.
I
thoroughly
enjoyed getting to
know the pilgrims
who travelled with
me, and I thank
God for the gift of
their presence and friendship on a lifechanging journey that I will always
cherish. Thank you, and God Bless.
*******************************
Truly witnessing and experiencing
the celebration of World Youth Day
2016 with a theme ‘Blessed are the
merciful, for they shall obtain mercy’
-Mt 5:7- at Krakow is far different from
watching it on television or listening to
it on the radio. A first-hand experience
indeed gave the assurance of deep
understanding and appreciation of the
celebration where the very purpose is
to lead the youth see and appreciate
the beauty of life and to live their lives
with direction and purpose.
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Don’t Be a Sucker!
This was one piece of advice passed on by retreat facilitator
Jon Courchene as he handed out suckers to remind Confirmation
candidates that the Holy Spirit’s Gift of Wisdom is so important in
our lives with all that confronts us in today’s world. Confirmation
candidates from throughout the North and South Okanagan
gathered February 23 at Immaculate Conception in Kelowna for
a retreat with Face2Face Ministries sponsored by Pilgrimage of
Faith and Okanagan parishes.

Confirmation candidates solving clues on a team Gifts of the
Holy Spirit Scavenger Hunt.

St. Michael’s Catechism Group, Sparwood
By Wendy Rybachuk

In preparation for Lent the youngsters and teachers of St. Michael’s Parish in
Sparwood, BC were marked out with Ashes. They talked about how, for forty days,
Jesus went into the desert and had nothing; and in this way was able to show us
more clearly that God is everything. The group then decided what they are going
to give up or what special tasks they will take on during Lent, so they too will know
God more fully in their lives.

Disciplines of a Disciple
Combining some outdoor pursuits (including some critical survival
skills) with a reflection on the five disciplines of a disciple, youth
from Immaculate Conception in Kelowna braved the elements for a
winter weekend retreat this past February. A special thank you to
the team of parents who organized and supervised the retreat, and to
Pilgrimage of Faith who assisted with some of the costs.

