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“Singing Praises
to God” (Luke 2:13,20)
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“Faith is born of an encounter with the living God who
calls us and reveals his love.” (Pope Francis, Lumen Fidei, 4)
into our hearts through the
Holy Spirit that has been given
to us” (Romans 5:5). The
personal encounter with Jesus
in faith allows our lives to be
flooded and transformed by the
Holy Spirit of love. This gives
a new perspective and sheds
new light on all aspects of life.
Again this happened to Francis.
Shortly after his conversion, he
heard the Gospel proclaimed
wherein Jesus sent his disciples
two by two into the world to
proclaim his saving message of
conversion and peace. Francis
immediately exclaimed: “This
is what I want, this is what I
seek, this is what I desire with
all my heart” (ICel. IX, 22).
Francis became an apostle of
peace and human inclusivity,
embracing all, particularly the
poor, in his vast embrace of
love.

Bishop John Corriveau, OFM Cap.
Dear Sisters and Brothers,
“Faith is born of an
encounter with the living God
who calls us and reveals his
love” (Lumen Fidei, 4). This
is powerfully illustrated in
the life of Saint Francis of
Assisi, the chosen patron of
Pope Francis. The life of St.
Francis was abruptly changed
one day while he was riding
his horse outside of Assisi. He
encountered an anonymous,

nameless leper, jumped down
from his horse and embraced
him! Franciscan legend tells
us that when Francis resumed
his journey and looked back,
the leper was no longer there,
indicating that for Francis,
this was an encounter with the
Crucified Christ. A few weeks
later, praying in the tiny chapel
of Our Lady of the Angels,
Francis stared into the eyes of
the Crucified Christ displayed
above the altar. His biographer

tells us, “From then on,
compassion for the Crucified
was rooted in his very soul”
(2Cel.VI, 10). The leper and
the crucifix melted into one!
Pope Francis goes on to
tell us: “The light of faith is
unique, since it is capable to
illuminating every aspect of
human existence” (Lumen
Fidei, 4). St. Paul explains this
in his letter to the Romans:
“God’s love has been poured

Pope Francis continues:
“Those who have opened their
hearts to God’s love, heard
his voice and received his
light, cannot keep this gift to
themselves” (Lumen Fidei,
37). Enlightened by faith,
filled with the Holy Spirit, the
early Christian community
transmitted their experience
to all without hindrance: “All
of them were filled with the
Holy Spirit and began to speak
in other languages, as the
Spirit gave them ability” (Acts
2:4). The experience of love
overcame all obstacles, even
cultural diversity! Pope Francis
uses images from the Easter
Vigil Service to describe how
faith is transmitted from person
to person down through the
ages. In the Easter Vigil, the
paschal candle, representing
the Risen Christ, enters the
darkened church. Those closest
to the paschal candle light their
candles, passing the light from
person to person until the whole
church is bathed in light. It is
an image of how faith has been
passed through an unbroken

chain of witnesses since that
time when the Church burst
upon the world on the day
of Pentecost. In families,
faith is passed from father
to daughter, mother to son.
Often it can skip a generation
and pass from grandparent to
grandchild. So powerful is the
experience of faith that, in the
case of Pope Francis, it has
leapt one thousand years! Our
Pope chose the name “Francis”
because he is inspired by the
faith of St. Francis lived out in
service to the poor.
If our faith were merely a set
of ideas or doctrines, we could
achieve faith by ourselves.
Because faith is an encounter
with the living God, it is a
gift given to us in baptism in
which God chooses us and
communicates his love for us.
Faith is nourished and nurtured
in the Eucharist where we
encounter the living presence
of Jesus. Faith grows by
listening to the Word of God.
Faith is deepened in prayer and
becomes the light that guides
our lives.
“The word became flesh
and lived among us” (John 1:
14). When I was a child, this
was the “last” gospel. It was
proclaimed at the end of every
Mass. It contained the promise
and the challenge which
Christians carried forth from
each and every celebration of
Eucharist. Today, the modern
liturgy proclaims the special
nature of this passage of John’s
Gospel by proclaiming it only
once each year, during the
Christmas season. To medieval
Christians these were words of
promise which they enclosed
in precious lockets and carried
over their hearts. St. Francis,
true to his age and his faith, was
filled with wonder and awe at
the mystery of the Incarnation:
“Oh, how holy and how
loving, ...continued on page 4
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Catholic Men’s
Group starts in
Kelowna
By Grant Fuergutz

A Catholic Men’s Group has started in Kelowna September
28 at the Immaculate Conception Parish Centre.
Our program started off with some socializing and fellowship
over some appetizers. Then we watched a DVD by Father
Robert Barron on the “7 Deadly Sins and 7 Lively Virtues”.
We gathered in small groups and discussed the presentation.
The response from the group was that this was the best part of
the evening - everyone sharing and listening to other men with
similar dreams, goals, desires, challenges, obstacles, etc.
We encourage and invite all Catholic men in the North
Okanagan to come and check us out. Please contact any of us
below for more information.
David Ziebart (ICC) (250) 763-7336
Doug Lundquist (St. Pius X) (250) 762-7855
Grant Fuergutz (Holy Spirit) (250) 862-3818
Another Catholic men’s event took place in Surrey from
9:30am - 5:30pm on Sat. Oct. 5th. It was a Catholic Men’s
Conference entitled “Man Alive.” Twelve men from the
Okanagan attended this conference.

Family life
and Christmas
By Father Jim McHugh

I remember first coming
to the Nelson Diocese almost
8 years ago from St. Paul
Diocese; I was in a family
caravan from Sundre, AB to
Nelson, BC on the 27th of
December 2005. My parents
and my brothers’ kids all came
out with me to move me into
“the castle” as my 6 year old
niece called the rectory at the
Cathedral. Why am I writing
about this? I share this because
as we approach Christmas I
recall the wonderful gift that
family is.
A few years ago I was
Pastor of Canadian Martyrs
Parish in Invermere; part of
the privilege of ministering

in a parish is that one has the
opportunity to reach out to
the community via various
ways, most often it is in the
local paper. I was asked by
the editor of the Mountain
Star to write a piece on the
family and Christmas, so I
share with you my thoughts
on this beautiful holy-day.
Christmas is many things
to different people; for most
it is a time of great joy and
happiness, a time to spend
with family and friends,
loved one near and far come
together for a few days with
those we haven’t seen in a
while. For others it might
be a time to play with the
children and watch the magic
of Christmas unfold in their

Catholic Mountain Star

3

Prayers and blessings
at family camp
By Louise Elliott

No rain or cool weather
could dampen the hearts and
spirits of families attending the
6th Annual Catholic Family
Camp held September 6-8,
2013 in Lake Country, BC.
The rain stopped as families
began to arrive to set up their
camp sites. Attendance was at
an all time high - from infants
to grandparents – and swelled
to 190 people on Saturday when
the remaining “day families”
arrived.
As always, there were many
opportunities for fellowship
and faith formation:
- Sacraments of
Reconciliation
and Eucharist
- Morning prayer
- “Tween” and teen retreat
- Men’s and Women’s
seminars
Clayton Imoo – youth
minister with the Diocese of
Vancouver – was a highlight

eyes as they gleefully tear into
the wrappings mom and dad
have spent hours on to get at the
presents those same wrappings
hide.
For some Christmas is a
time of memories. Memories
of husbands, wives, children,
parents, or siblings with whom
they will spend no more
Christmases because their
loved ones are no longer with
them. Yes, Christmas is many
things to different people; but
at the same time it is eternally
the same for everyone.
Despite the temptation
to buy into the popular –
entirely secular – mindset that
Christmas requires many
expensive gifts to prove our

during the weekend, providing not only his services as a seminar
and retreat presenter, but also his energy, enthusiasm, and
participation throughout the weekend.
The families were blessed with the talents of Maureen
Desmond, Sue Morris, and Sandra Merlo who lead them in prayer
and music throughout the weekend.
Participation in Campfire Social on Saturday night was a
highlight for many children to participate in, and for the adults
to watch! This year’s theme was “Cirque du Fun”, complete
with popcorn kindly supplied by the Kouwenhouven family, fire
breathing, and performing fleas.
The Camp was made possible with the generous donations of
many Knights Councils, Catholic Women’s Leagues, donors, and
Pilgrimage of Faith funds and the dedicated support of committee
and weekend volunteers.
Next year’s camp is set for September 5-6, 2014.

love for people, the truth is that
it is not about what we give
to others or what they give to
us. Christmas is entirely about
what God the Father has given
to all of us.
In the Incarnation of the
Second Person of the Blessed
Trinity – in the birth of Jesus
– God willed that we should be
saved from our sins, that in the
Person of Jesus, son of Mary
and Son of God, humankind
would be united with God and
that through Him, become the
adopted children of the Father.
Christmas is about the gift of
our Salvation.
This doesn’t negate gift
giving at Christmas, but it
should open our eyes to the

reality
underlying
the
presents we give and receive.
I invite you to remember
those in your communities
and families this Christmas
who have suffered this past
year with various struggles,
some you may know
personally, others suffer
silently and secretly. Please
let them know, in some way,
that the Father’s Gift is for
them too, especially in this
time of joy and love.
May the blessing and
peace of Almighty God, the
Father, and + the Son, and
the Holy Spirit, come upon
you and your families this
Christmas and throughout
the New Year.
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from page 2... pleasing, humble,
peaceful, sweet, lovable, and
desirable above all things to
have such a Brother and such
a Son: Our Lord Jesus Christ”
(1LtF, 13).
“The word became flesh”
(John 1:14). These words
awaken memories of the joy
of midnight Masses of my
childhood. My parents taught
me to genuflect with great
reverence at these words of the
Last Gospel. After Mass, they
led me to contemplate with awe
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and excitement the vision
of that reality in the parish
crèche. As we approach the
Christmas season, may we
renew the vitality of the
gift of faith which we have
received in order that our
“flesh”, as well, may reveal
to the world around us the
presence of our God of love.
Fraternally in Christ,
+John Corriveau, OFMCap.
Advent, 2013
Bishop of Nelson

Holy
Trinity
Parish
celebrates
their first
Mass
By Fr. Jim McHugh and
Marianne Hubbard

On September 15th the
new Parish of Holy Trinity in
Trail celebrated the first Mass
as a Parish Community in its
newly renovated and renamed
Church.
Bishop Corriveau celebrated
the Mass in which the new
furnishings were blessed and
the Altar was consecrated. At
the back of the Church is a new
Baptism Font, located to bring
to our minds that we enter the
Church through the waters of
Baptism. The font itself holds
around 100 liters and this
water is circulated to make a
“living water” font that will last
throughout the year. We began
the celebration at the back of
the Church with the blessing of
the water and the new Baptism
Font, which was highlighted by
the beautiful new stained glass
window based on Ezekiel 47.
This window shows the waters
from the Temple flowing into
the sea and making it fresh, but

it also shows the new waters
of Baptism cascading into the
Font in front of it. To stand
before it is truly a spiritually
enriching experience.
Our new Altar, Ambo,
Baptismal Font, and Tabernacle
stand are all made of a concrete
that looks like rough-hewn
rock. This was done to remind
us that the Church is enduring,
it is solid and lasting. The Altar
itself is beautiful with three

pillars, on which rests the table
itself; these pillars reflect the
Trinitarian reality of our faith,
and the name of our Parish.
The beauty of the furnishings
centres our prayer on the Altar,
the Ambo, and the Tabernacle.
The outside of our Church
also had a flurry of activity
surrounding it this summer,
with countless volunteer hours
making the grounds beautiful
and accessible to all. We had

volunteers who made new
steps, ramps, dug for new
drainage, put in new retaining
walls etc. A group of men also
made a stunningly beautiful
and unique sign for our parish,
and they did some beautiful
cement stamping as well.

several experienced teams to
do much of the major work
but our volunteers were just as
important as the crews that we
hired. A big Thank you to the
many dedicated workers who
spent almost every day this
summer here at the church.

Both the inside and outside
of our Church are beautiful
because of our parishioners
and their hours of volunteer
work and prayers. We hired

If you get a chance to come
to Trail, please visit Holy
Trinity Church.
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Blessed John XXIII and blessed John Paul II
- two important witnesses for our time
Statement on their canonization
by the Most Reverend PaulAndré Durocher, President
of the Canadian Conference
of Catholic Bishops

Together with all the
Bishops of Canada, I welcome
the announcement of the
canonizations of Blessed
John XXIII and Blessed John
Paul II on April 27, 2014.
Their canonization will be a
moment of great thanksgiving
for the universal Church as
we celebrate their witness to
holiness lived in the service and
proclamation of the Gospel, as
well as in their life of prayer
and charity.

had implored world leaders
to work toward a genuine
peace, rather than a false peace
secured by the force of nuclear
arms. He had lived through the
horrors of World War I, and
later served as the Apostolic
Delegate to Turkey and Greece.
Toward the end of World
War II, he became Apostolic
Nuncio to France. During this
time, he worked relentlessly to
save the lives of refugees and
immigrants through diplomatic
efforts. He knew from personal
experience what working for
peace means.

I clearly remember June
3, 1963, when the church bell
rang throughout our village for
almost an hour. I was nine years
old. The principal of our little
school came into our class, and
announced “Children, kneel
down. The Pope has died.” Even
though young, I understood a
great man had departed, “the
good Pope John,” as people
called him.

His reaching out to others
and his call for dialogue are
especially evident in his calling
of the Second Vatican Council.
Although he did not see the
Council end, its final documents
carried his mark in their
openness to the world and their
commitment to ecumenism.
He was beatified by Pope John
Paul II on September 3, 2000.
The Church in Canada and the
universal Church are forever
thankful to John XXIII for his
witness and fidelity to Christ.

Later, I came to understand
that he had reached out to all
men and women of good will,
to love, to understand, and to
teach how to work for peace.
Throughout his pontificate,
John XXIII always showed
deep concern for the suffering
and needs of the world. His
famous visit to the inmates
of Regina Coeli Prison in
December 1958 is an excellent
example of his style of pastoral
care. Looking into the eyes of
the prisoners, he said, “I have
put my eyes in your eyes; I
have placed my heart next to
yours.”

What can one say about
Pope John Paul II? Along with
many of my brother Bishops,
I was struck by his youth and
strength of character when he
came onto the balcony above
Saint Peter’s Square the day he
was elected Pope, October 16,
1978. How can one forget his
resounding words at the Mass
inaugurating his pontificate:
“Do not be afraid. Open wide
the doors for Christ.” He spent
the next 27 years of his life
proclaiming this very message
through voluminous works of
writing and far-reaching travels
throughout the world.

Last week, the Bishops
of Canada, gathered in
Plenary Assembly, recalled
his Encyclical Pacem in
Terris, “Peace on Earth”. We
remembered how just weeks
before his death, Pope John

He was born Karol Józef
Wojtyła on May 18, 1920, in
Wadowice, Poland. During
his youth, John Paul II knew
the horrors of Nazism and
Communism. As Pope, he
was a tireless advocate for the

dignity of the human person,
speaking out against all forms
of injustice and proposing a
vision of the human person
rooted in the person of Christ,
Redeemer of humanity. This
was the theme of the first of his
14 encyclicals.
In Canada, we rejoiced and
were blessed to receive Pope
John Paul II on three occasions.
His first visit was in 1984 – he
was the first Pope in history to
set foot on Canadian soil. He
crossed Canada from coast to
coast, covering a total of 15,000
kilometers in a span of 12 days.
I was in Montreal’s Olympic
Stadium when he gathered
thousands of young people
in prayer. I was also there on
the LeBreton Flats in Ottawa
for his final Mass dedicated to
peace. With thousands of other
Canadians, including Catholics
and non-Catholics, I recall his
visit among us as a breath of
fresh air and renewal.
In 1987, he returned to
Canada to fulfill a promise
to meet with the Indigenous
Peoples from the Northwest
Territories at Fort Simpson.
He had hoped to visit this
community in 1984 but was
unable at the time because of
bad weather.
His third and final visit
was to Toronto in 2002, for
the gathering of hundreds of
thousands of young people
for the 17th World Youth Day.
The Pope spent six days in and
around Toronto, meeting with
young people from the four
corners of the globe. I remember
the multitude of 800,000 people
who crowded Downsview Park
for the closing Mass on July 28,
2002. The rain clouds scattered,
and the sun shone when he
proclaimed Christ as the source
and fulfillment of the deepest
desires young people have
for meaning and love. A year
before he died, I had the chance
to shake his hand. Despite his

age and illness, his eyes lit up
when I said I was from Canada
and that his World Youth Day
visit continued to bear good
fruit among us.
Pope John Paul II died at
the age of 85, on April 2, 2005.
The impact of his life and his
teachings are immense, a grand
banquet still being assimilated
by the Church and the world.
He was beatified on May 1,
2011, by Pope Benedict XVI.

In communion with my
brother Bishops and all the
faithful in Canada, I give thanks
to Almighty God for the gift
of these two great luminaries.
Both Blessed John XXIII and
Blessed John Paul II, each in
his own unique way, provided
wisdom in times of darkness.
Through their faithfulness to
Christ, they encouraged joy
and hope. Let us too follow
their example and be witnesses
of the Gospel to our world.

Come and see
Midst deep stillness
and quiet hillsides cloaked in darkness
A young mother cradles her newborn
Grateful for the rough shelter of stable walls.
In nearby pastures, shepherds,
the poorest of the poor,
are startled
as the velvet sky is pierced
by shafts of starlight
and strains of distant chorus “Go and see,
see what God is doing among us!
A child is born
and the world’s transformed.”
Will we too come and see,
a babe, yet King and Lord,
helpless, yet changing the course of human history
innocent,
yet bearing the weight of all transgressions?
Dare we enter this place of promise and new life?
Do we risk to listen to God’s Word made flesh,
To hear the cries for love surrounding us on all sides?
Will we follow and lend our hands,
our energies,
to fill up what He has begun?
Will we find ourselves transformed?
God calls “Come and see!”
– Nancy Hurren CND
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EDITORIAL

Incarnate

Marian Day

Pope Francis’ way of shepherding the Church is
breathing a fresh air into a world that has grown
suspicious of dogmas and other uncaring norms.
His penchant to do away with unnecessary
protocols to welcome, embrace and kiss babies and
children points to a community of believers that
values the young, and counteracts the impression
that the Church is mostly composed of pedophiles
and sexual predators.
His strong appeal to bishops not to act like princes,
and to priests and religious to shun expensive cars
is made more credible by his own simple life.
His unassuming devotion to the Blessed Mother,
displayed before participants of World Youth Day
2013, shows his delight in the heart of tradition and
reiterates his loyalty to the Church that honours its
grace-filled foundation.
His interviews reveal that, being loyal to the
truth, he possesses a non-judgmental attitude.
He does not change the doctrine, but he is not afraid
to change the application of the doctrine.

By Leanne Wastrodowski

On Saturday, July 27 Holy Cross Parish, Creston celebrated a Marian Day
in honour of our Blessed Mother. This was the third event held in the East
Kootenay Deanery to celebrate the Year of Faith.
It started with the recitation of the Rosary, Litany of the Blessed Virgin
Mary and the Novena to our Mother of Perpetual Help in front of the grotto
with the new statue of our Lady of Lourdes which replaced the statue destroyed
by vandals last July.
This was followed by Mass in honour of Our Lady celebrated by Father
John Kellogg with Father Tom Kakkaniyil in the church.
Following the Mass, every one enjoyed a delicious potluck lunch provided
by Holy Cross parishioners in the hall. We welcomed visitors from Sparwood
who had travelled to share this special day with us.

He makes everyone aware of the importance of
persons over institutions. He challenges everyone
to realize that in the life of the Church the focus
must be not on those who are to be excluded, but on
those who are to be included.
He humbly proclaims “the good news of great joy
that is intended for all the people” (Luke 2: 10).
– CB

“As for me, in justice I shall behold your face;
I shall be filled with the vision of your glory.”

Psalm 16
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Ministry to First Nations
people in Nelson Diocese
By Sr. Shelley Grant, Okanagan Catholic
Native Ministry and Mary Richardson,
East Kootenay Catholic Native Ministry

Did you know that in the Diocese
of Nelson two people work in First
Nations Ministry? Sr. Shelley Grant
CND serves the Okanagan First Nations
while Mary Richardson serves the First
Nations of the East Kootenay Region.
Sr. Shelley has only worked in
our area for the past year, having
come from the Yukon Territory where
she also worked with First Nations
peoples. Sr. Shelley serves six
bands in the diocese - the Okanagan
Indian Band (S-Ooknahkchinx) in
Winfield, the Westbank Indian Band
(Tsinstikeptum) in Westbank, the
Penticton Indian Band (Sn Pint’Ktn)
in Penticton, the Upper Similkameen
Indian Band (Similkameugh) in
Hedley, the Lower Similkameen
Indian Band (Similkameugh) on the
Chopaka Reserve near Osoyoos, and
the Osoyoos Indian Band (Inkameep/
Nk’Mip) near Oliver. All of the Indian
Bands in the Okanagan have churches
on their reserves: St. Patrick’s in
Westbank, Sacred Heart in Penticton,
St. Ann’s in Hedley, Our Lady of
Lourdes in Chopaka and St. Gregory’s
in Inkameep.
Mary has been working with the
First Nations over the past twelve years
and serves St. Mary’s Band (Aqam)
in Cranbrook, the Lower Kootenay
Band (Yaqan Nukiy) in Creston, the
Tobacco Plains Band in Grasmere, the
Akisqnuk First Nation in Windermere
and the Shuswap Band near Invermere.
At this time, there are major repairs
being made to St. Eugene Church of St.
Mary’s Band in Cranbrook and at the
Shuswap Church of the Shuswap Band
in Invermere.
Sr. Shelley’s work over the past
year was to visit and get to know the
First Nations in the Okanagan. Much
time was spent learning about their
culture and history, their language
and their traditions, as well as in
preparing children for baptism and
other sacraments, taking communion
to the sick, shut-in’s, and the dying,
visiting the care homes, hospitals and
the incarcerated. Sr. Shelley has also
been involved with the Crisis Response
Team for the Okanagan Nation, trying
to support young people at risk and

struggling with life issues.
Mary’s work has been to provide
religious education to some of the
children of St. Mary’s Band and Lower
Kootenay Band in Creston, providing
education for parents about the
sacraments, facilitating a First Nations
Women’s Spirituality Group (which
meets weekly from September to May),
visiting and taking communion to elders
in care homes and in their homes, being
with family and community members
during times of death and loss and
supporting them through the wake and
funerals.
Mary was a key organizer for the
“Returning to Spirit Program” which
took place in Cranbrook. The program
consists of three workshops: one for
non-Aboriginals (which included parish
members, Bishop, priests and sisters
in the diocese), one for Aboriginals
(which included members from the
five bands in the East Kootenays) and
a third workshop which brought the
two groups together for healing and
reconciliation. This third workshop
was hosted in the St. Eugene Mission
Resort which was the former Kootenay
Indian Residential School.
Both Mary and Sr. Shelley hope to
offer future projects for our First Nation
communities including additional
Returning to Spirit Workshops, a grief
support group and ministry to First
Nation families.
The Moving Forward Together
Campaign in the dioceses across
Canada has been established to
raise funds through our parishes to
put towards programs for healing
and lasting change for First Nation
communities. The Diocese of Nelson
is part of this campaign and through
the monies collected in this campaign
this December, those who work with
First Nations people and children
in the Diocese hope to be able to
apply for funds for various projects.
Mary and Sr. Shelley and those who
teach First Nations children in the
Catholic schools of our Diocese hope
that the people of the diocese will be
generous in supporting the Moving
Forward Together Campaign, since
it will not only benefit First Nations
but also the non-Aboriginal Catholic
community in bringing about healing
and reconciliation among all of us.

Prelates echo refrain
for accountability

Bishop John Corriveau impressed by
aboriginal commitment to rebuild families
By Alistair Burns (reprinted with
permission from The BC Catholic)

Five Catholic bishops brought unique,
straightforward, and apologetic points
of view to the Truth and Reconciliation
Commission (TRC) Sept. 18-21 in
Vancouver.
Archbishop J. Michael Miller, CSB, of
Vancouver was joined in the Agrodome
on the Pacific National Exhibition
grounds by Bishops Gary Gordon of
Whitehorse, Richard Gagnon of Victoria,
David Monroe of Kamloops, and John
Corriveau, OFM, Cap of Nelson.
Bishop Corriveau thought honesty
was crucial for both the churches and
former students to resolve bitterness over
residential schools. “The act of God in
Jesus Christ taking our human flesh was
an act of honesty,” he opined.
The Nelson prelate believed his
diocese had the smallest proportion of
native people in the province. Appointed
to his post in 2007, Bishop Corriveau
recalled his first impression regarding his
flock: “parallel worlds.”
“We’d have the native people with a
Catholic tradition and a parish right next
door, as though the two didn’t mix.”
Since then, among other events, the
diocese has hosted a “Returning to Spirit”
session. This was conducted in 2011 at
the site of the only former residential
school in the diocese, St. Eugene’s in
Cranbrook.
“It was a marvellous experience for
me because it was my first experience
with native peoples,” he revealed.
Bishop Corriveau left the event with a
strong impression of the “institutionalized
violence done to families” by the
government-mandated removal of native
children from their homes.
“I was moved by the people who were

bound and determined to reestablish
the family (as an) essential element, a
profoundly Catholic goal.”
Archbishop Miller echoed his fellow
prelate’s refrain by issuing a public
apology Sept. 20.
“Although the archdiocese didn’t
operate any of these (residential schools),
we acknowledge, regret, and apologize
for any suffering,” the archbishop said.
Bishop
Monroe
particularly
remembered one profound encounter in
Lillooet with a native group of eight.
During the talk, some spoke bitterly.
One man refused to speak to the bishop,
who responded: “I can tell you that I love
you for the person that you are. Can you
say that to me?”
Bishop Monroe read an apology on
behalf of the Church, and eventually the
man spoke privately with the bishop, who
repeated his question.
The man paused, said yes, and admitted
he never would have thought to allow a
priest to bless him again. However, he
agreed to a blessing from the bishop.
Bishop Gordon commented that the
northern bishops had been addressing
residential schools issues for some
time. He recalled four bishops attending
a conference held three years ago in
Inuvik.
“This has been part of the bishops’ work
for many, many years. I’ve been involved
in this whole process of reconciliation for
25 years.”
A lighter moment occurred in the
Agrodome while Bishop Gordon was
participating in an interactive exhibit.
As he carved a piece of wood next to
the Catholic archives display, excitement
clearly shone through: “We don’t have
any cedar up in the Yukon!”
aburns@rcav.org
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By Andrea Kouwenhoven

In Trail on October 18-20,
2013, over 60 young people
(participants
and
leaders)
gathered at St. Michael’s
Elementary School for the
annual Diocesan Youth Rally.

Nelson Diocesan
Youth Rally

The rally kicked off on Friday
night, with a keynote address by
International speaker Michael
Chiasson from Calgary, Alberta.
Born in Houston Texas, he has
been traveling the globe since he
was 14 years old as a powerful
and passionate speaker, and
musician. For more information
on him, visit www.access52.
com.
On
Saturday
morning,
eleven National Evangelization
Team members or NET (www.
netcanada.ca) stepped in to
facilitate the rally by running
games, music, testimonies and
to lead small group sessions.
Saturday was jam packed with
excitement, which included
2 more keynote addresses by
Michael Chiasson, a men’s and
women’s session, adoration,
reconciliation and finishing off
with some down time singing
around a camp fire.
Sunday morning marked
the end of the rally, but they
managed to fit in a couple more

songs, testimonies, and a picture
slideshow of the weekend,
finishing off with mass at Holy
Trinity Parish celebrated by Rev.
Jim McHugh.
This rally was a truly
remarkable
example
of
communities binding together to
make such an event possible. The
rally was originally scheduled
to be at St. Rita’s in Castlegar,
but when the church tragically

burned down in the early Spring,
it took volunteers from all over
the diocese, Trail in particular,
to make this rally a possibility.
Thank you to all those who
volunteered, and participated to
make this rally a memorable one.
See you all next year for the
2014 youth rally in October in
West Kelowna.

International
speaker
Michael
Chiasson.

World Youth Day
2013 in Oliver

Christ the King Parish in Oliver brings World Youth Day
2013 to their own.
On July 28th, Cory Mills and Fr. Neil Lustado organized an
afternoon of World Youth Day experiences for a group of young
parishioners from Christ the King Parish. Activities included
processing in a large cross, watching “large screened” clips
of events taking place in Brazil, learning about the history of
WYD, painting a banner, and learning this year’s WYD song.
The afternoon ended with pizza and a seed planted in the minds
of young people yearning to attend a future WYD in person.
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Holy Smokes

Fr. Neil Lustado hosted a young adult “Holy
Smokes” BBQ at the rectory of Christ the
King Parish in Oliver in September. Guests
were treated to BBQ smokies and locally
brewed beverages. Approximately 30 guests
enjoyed an afternoon of food, fellowship and
some karaoke. Great fun was had by all.

Face 2 Face youth
group from Alberta
and Saskatchewan
returning home from
a rally in Spokane,
Washington having
breakfast.
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Pilgrimage of Faith Appeal
DIOCESE OF NELSON

Catholic Pastoral Centre
. Canada V1W 4M7
3665 Benvoulin Road, Kelowna, B.C
Marina Smith, Secretary
250-448-2725, ext. 240
marina.smith@nelsondiocese.org -

2

The Pilgrimage of Faith Appeal 201
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(A Corporation Sole)

Statement of Operations
(Unaudited)

Revenue

2012

Donations
General Donations & Grants
Office
Directed Donations - New Chancery
Spirit
to
g
rnin
Retu
s
ation
Don
cted
Dire
Pilgrimage of Faith Appeal
hes
Pilgrimage of Faith Rebates to Paris
ived
Rece
ns
atio
Don
l
Tota
Cathedraticum

152,716
100,000
44,827
762,782
(256,105)
804,220
606,595

Interest Income
Interest Earned on Investments
Interest Paid to Parishes
Net Interest Income

234,476
(89,911)
144,565
113,229

Other Investment Income
Other Revenue

110,520
1,779,128

Total Revenue
Operating Expenditures
Wages and Benefits
eats
Workshops, Conferences and Retr
Office
Pension Expense
Professional Fees
Donations Paid to Other Charities
Professional Development
Assistance to Priests
School Subsidy
Travel
Repairs and Maintenance
Fees and Other Expenses

520,879
125,411
119,057
102,138
99,352
97,683
74,146
64,124
63,000
61,795
57,990
49,577
47,763
38,208
22,720
10,802
9,183

Utilities
Interest and Bank Charges
Facilities Expense
Property Taxes
Insurance

1,563,828

Total Operating Expenditures
Other Expenditures
Investments
Realized and Unrealized Loss on

36,171
1,599,999

Total Expenditures
over Expenditures
Excess (Deficiency) of Revenues

Life Chain prayer vigil participants
for Holy Cross Church, Creston BC.
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Pre-Authorized
giving program

son
The Roman Catholic Bishop of Nel

For the Year Ended December 31,
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$

179,129

You will soon be receiving
authorization forms and void
cheques from parishioners
interested in participating in
the SAG (Stewardship PreAuthorized Giving) Program.
Each participant will require
a static identification number,
preferably one originating
from the parish file. This ID
Number stays with the donor,
it does not change. The ID
Number facilitates matching
of donation to donor/parish
and will make posting easier
for your parish bookkeeper,
as well as ensuring that our
office has the same donation
records as your parish has
recorded.
The SAG registration form
asks for an envelope number.

As envelope numbers tend
to change from year to
year for each donor it is not
recommended to use the
envelope number as your ID
Number. If you are unable to
provide a static ID Number for
your donors for this program,
the Chancery Finance Office
can generate one for you. The
important thing is that the ID
Number remain constant from
year to year for your donor.
When submitting the
authorization forms, please
indicate whether you are
providing an ID Number for
each donor or if you wish our
office to generate one for each
donor for you.

SOCIAL JUSTICE

Philippines Disaster Collection
starting November 13, 2013
To the Priests of the Diocese of Nelson
Dear Brothers,
We join in prayer for the thousands of victims who died in the
recent disaster in the Philippines. The Canadian Conference of
Catholic Bishops is asking that we join in a national collection
to assist the survivors. All donations will be sent to Development
and Peace which will immediately distribute our assistance in
collaboration with Caritas International. The Government of
Canada will match all contributions given before December 9,
2013.
I ask that a collection be taken throughout the Diocese of
the weekend of November 23/24. I also ask that this collection
be forwarded quickly to the Finance Office at the Catholic
Pastoral Center in order that the monies can reach the Offices
of Development and Peace in time to qualify for matching grants
from the Government of Canada.
Please ask our people to keep the Philippines in their prayers.
Fraternally in Christ,
+John Corriveau, OFMCap.
Bishop of Nelson
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Knights of Columbus
Cranbrook
wheelchair donation
Therese
Desrosiers
& Ann Ellis
with Religious
articles table

December 2013

Cranbrook, BC East Kootenay Foundation for Health
recently accepted a donation of a bariatric wheelchair
from the Knights of Columbus #8631 (Cranbrook).
The bariatric chair offers extra wide seating and weight
bearing of up to 500 lbs. The newly welcomed chair will
be put to use throughout the East Kootenay Regional
Hospital for patients needing some extra comfort.

(from left) Rick Hoeg,
Grand Knight – Knights
of Columbus 8631, EKFH
Chair Brian Clifford, Don
Sharp – Knights of Columbus
present the gift to Carmen
Olvr, the Professional
Practice Leader for Interior
Health’s Occupational
Health Department

Fun was had by all at the St. Theresa’s Fall Bazaar held on 28 Sept. 2013
Youth at work in
the youth room

COMMUNITY
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House for Sale
By Rev. Gabriel Chinnaperiannan

‘House for Sale’ signs
catch our attention whether
we are walking or driving.
Every town has this sign and
out of curiosity I enquired
from a friend about ‘sale of
houses.’ Despite a good market
projection for housing industry,
houses that are for sale don’t
fetch good revenues, he said.
That sounded paradoxical. But
he added that since not much
economic activity is happening
in most parts of B.C., except
in Vancouver, Kelowna and
Kamloops or big cities, people
find it hard to make both ends
meet. Therefore they sell the
houses to move on to places
of better economic and living
conditions like Calgary. By
the way the housing market is
not doing that great in B.C.,
he said, even though the rest
of the Provinces in Canada
thrive because of the housing
industry.
My
thoughts
circled
around house building and the
construction industry. It was
said, “Bricks make up a House
and Hearts form Home”. House
building engineers artistically
combine several materials like
cement, iron, sand, gravel,
wood, glass, etc. to build a
house. Devoid of people, these
buildings would be just vacant
waiting for someone to step
in to occupy and live. Even if
people occupy their space and
begin to live, devoid of love,
this place called house would
sound like a lodge where
people just walk in and out for
their purposes. What makes a
‘Home’ is the heart of people
and their reciprocal love shared
and cherished among members
living there.
The book of Proverbs 9:1
eloquently speaks about house
building: “Wisdom has built
her house and has erected seven
pillars”. These seven pillars
are the values that scripture
prescribes to make a home,
like prudence, understanding,

knowledge, love of God and
neighbour, presence of God,
hospitality and charity. For a
happy and content living these
values are to be imbibed in our
daily living. Again the Bible
tells us that our earthly life is
just like living in a ‘tent’, 2 Cor
5:1 - “For we know that when
our earthly tent that we live in
on earth is folded up, there is a
house built by God for us, an
everlasting house, not made by
human hands in heaven”. This
‘earthly tent’ is a ‘temporary
place’ which we call house. We
change this house according to
our need and economic activity.
Therefore, we sell and move on
with our life. This earthly tent is
just like having a mobile home
that can be parked in any RV
park as and when we wish to
relax and be folded up to move
on. It is not a permanent home.
This permanent home is built
by God in Heaven.
John 14:2 - “There are many
rooms in my father’s house. I
am going to prepare a place
for you and when I prepared
a place, I shall come and take
you with me”. Every heart is
longing for this permanent and
lasting place called ‘home’.
A poet writes, “East or West
Home is the best, Home is
where your Heart is”. Our
permanent home and residence
would be in the loving arms
of God. Shall we desire for
this lasting home? In that case
neither would we be bothered
to sell our earthly tents nor be
worried to look for the ‘house
for sale’ signs to place it on our
temporary tents.
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Jonathan’s Chair
Jonathan Mars (pictured) a
Knight from Council 8631 in
Cranbrook BC has received a
wheelchair from the Knights
of Columbus and the Canadian
Wheelchair Foundation.
“This is so cool; it’s so
streamlined, and light. Thank
You.” Jonathan said.
“The K of C in conjunction
with The Canada Wheelchair
Foundation donates transport
loads of wheelchairs to many
3rd world countries. It is nice
to see them in use around
here.”
Grand Knight Richard
Hoeg (right) of council 8631
said, “If anyone wishes
to donate wheelchairs to
countries in need, please
contact your Grand Knight in
your Parish or town.

Pornography Hurts
By Evelyn Rigby

At the 2013 National
Convention of the Catholic
Women’s League held recently
in Regina, plans for a new
anti-pornography campaign
were unveiled. Formulated
by a sub-committee of the
Communications
Standing

Committee, these include the sending of prepared postcards
to the Minister of Justice and all Members of Parliament,
and the inclusion of a fact sheet in the Fall League magazine
educating members about the ever-present evil effects of
pornography on society.
In her Oral Report, Cecile Miller, National
Communications Chairperson encouraged members to
send their first two postcards in October. There will also
be a designated month for each province to send letters
and cards. BC & Yukon members are requested to do their
mass mailing in December. As before, all CWL members
were requested to wear white ribbons throughout October
and ready to respond to any queries.
A recommended book for all those concerned about
the proliferation of pornography in our culture is The
Pornography Epidemic, A Catholic Approach by Peter
Kleponis.

Community garden for Elkford build on
part of St. Bernard Parish grounds.
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Safe environment:
Frequently asked
questions
By the Safe Environment Office

Thank you to the volunteers and
employees who have been working
hard since the beginning of the year to
implement the new Safe Environment
Policy. We want to offer a special
thank you to the Safe Environment
Coordinators who have committed
themselves to implementing the policy at
the parish, school and organization level.
We so appreciate the time and effort
you put into communicating with your
parishioners, volunteers and employees
and, of course, processing the paperwork.
Your commitment to providing a safe
environment is commendable and
appreciated.
The Safe Environment Office has
received a lot of feedback from the people
of our Diocese. People are happy that the
Diocese is actively doing what it can to
protect children, youth and vulnerable
adults in our parishes and schools. You
recognize that the steps to be taken –
application form, criminal record check
and training – are important for screening
and for building awareness. We thank
you for taking these steps and for your
commitment to serving the people of the
Diocese.
We have received some great questions.
We are happy when questions are asked.
The questions express how much people
care for the people of our Diocese. Some
people have expressed concerns too – an
important part of open communication.
Some questions have been asked more
frequently than others. And so, we created
the Safe Environment FAQs. We hope you
find these FAQs informative and helpful.
Isn’t this really about making the rest
of us pay for the “sins of the fathers”
– those priests who have abused
children?
The undeniable fact is that some clergy
have hurt innocent children, and some
Bishops have badly mishandled their
responses to these crimes. We cannot run
or hide from these events; they need to be
squarely faced with the Gospel principles
of healing, truth, light and repentance. We
are also called to take active measures to
prevent abuse of any kind in the future.
Other environments in which children
have been abused – including schools,
sports organizations, and youth groups
such as the Scouts – have recognized
the real need for protective measures to

SOCIAL JUSTICE
prevent abuse, and the Church is no
different.
My work or service in ministry has
little or nothing to do with children;
why do I have to take this training?
All of us need to be aware of the
potential for abuse and the preventive
measures being taken in the Diocese;
the more people are aware of warning
signs, the less likely it is for abusers to
succeed.
I have been volunteering with my
parish for 20 years and am trusted
by my pastor and the people I serve.
Why do I now have to get a criminal
record check?
The Church is a trusting environment,
and adults traditionally have not been
carefully screened or monitored in
its ministries. Now we have come
to understand that screening is the
first opportunity to prevent would-be
abusers from having contact with the
children and vulnerable persons we
serve. Screening, which includes the
criminal record check, lets applicants
know that we take the safety of our
parishioners seriously. And screening
can only be effective if it is applied
consistently, to everyone who serves in
ministry, whether they are veterans or
newcomers.
Why do two Qualified Adults have to
be present? We have a hard enough
time getting volunteers. Now we
need even more.
Our goal as a Church is to spread the
Good News. The best way to proclaim
the Gospel is to live it. Jesus sent
his disciples out two-by-two. When
we minister in pairs, we are living
Jesus’ message. And interestingly
enough, Jesus’ message protects all
participants. When two Qualified
Adults are present, the risk of abuse
and the risk of an allegation are both
drastically reduced. Having another
adult present protects you from false
allegations. Good pastoral practice is
good safe environment practice – for
everyone!

Diocesan
Development and
Peace fall action
campaign visitor

Bishop Jose Bantolo of Masbate,
Philippines

By Cathedral of Mary Immaculate
Parish D & P Committee

Thanks to the invitation of the
Canadian Catholic Conference of
Catholic Bishops and Development &
Peace, three Bishops from the Global
South attended the Canadian Bishops’
annual meeting in October. Following
this meeting, they were visiting several
Dioceses across Canada before returning
to their homeland. Our Diocese was
visited by Bishop Jose Bantolo of the
Diocese of Masbate, Philippines. The
Bishops were here to provide first hand
information on the devastating effects
of mining in their countries. 75% of all
mining in the world is done by companies
that are registered in Canada and some of
these companies are not completing these
projects in a responsible fashion. Mining
is an important industry to everyone in the
world, as we need the minerals obtained
for virtually everything we use in our
daily lives. Therefore mining must and
will continue world wide, however these
mines and the companies that operate
them need to act responsibly.
Acting responsibly means following
the same condition they do when mining
here at home in Canada. Our guide in this
respect is the Catholic Social Teachings of
the church. These include The Sacredness
of Creation; Solidarity with the people
where the mining is done; Equitable
sharing of the wealth obtained from the
resource extraction, particularly with the
poor; and Integral Human Development,
that is including development of the
political, social, spiritual and ecological
dimension of the human person.

During Bishop Bandolo’s talk at
the Cathedral Parish pot luck supper to
more than 50 people on Oct. 2, 2013,
he showed us examples of irresponsible
mining practices by mining companies
in the Philippines with some operations
being Canadian owned. “There is
very little money returned to the
Philippines for the great amount of
Development & Peace Diocesan
mineral wealth that is extracted”,

meeting in Radium, BC
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he said. “Less than 1% of the country’s
Gross Domestic Product is returned to the
country and virtually none of that small
amount gets to the people where the mine
is doing so much damage”, he reports. He
told us that the Filipino people that are
working overseas doing some of our very
important jobs return funds worth more
than 13% of the country’s Gross Domestic
Product. Also, the mining companies
leave very little in the way of usable
infrastructure in the country when the
mining is finished. He said,” generally the
population is poorer during and after the
mining operations because very few jobs
are made available to the local population
and much of the livelihood previously
available to the people is now destroyed
or simply taken away from them. And
further, he says, “often times the promised
reclamation of the mine property is never
done leaving the environment damaged
irreparably for many years”. The land,
used for agriculture and the seas used for
the livelihoods of fishing families are left
unusable.
The Bishops in the areas of the Global
South are therefore asking the Canadian
population to become more aware of the
damage some of these Canadian mining
companies are causing and them to ask
the Canadian Government, who strongly
supports these corporations to make
changes in the regulations for them when
they are operating in other countries.
To help accomplish this in our Catholic
communities the Development & Peace
Fall Action campaign this year has taken
this request into consideration.
Canadian Catholics, and others
through collaboration with 20 other
organizations, are being asked to sign a
card requesting members of parliament
to establish legislation that would create
an Office of an Extractive Industry
Ombudsperson. This office would have
the capacity to listen to the complaints
of the people affected by Canadian
mining operations overseas and assess
compliance of Corporate Accountability
Standards based on International Labour,
Environmental and Human Rights norms.
They would make these situations public
and recommend to the government
remedial actions that would be followed
up by the ombudsperson office.
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FISA: the voice
for independent schools
By Beverly Pulyk,
Superintendent of Catholic Schools

The Federation of Independent
SchoolAssociations (FISA), established
in 1966, is the voice for independent
school members, and acts as a liaison
between the schools and the provincial
government, and other educational
institutions. The Catholic Independent
Schools (CIS) group is one of the five
associations within the FISA. There
are three CIS members elected as
representatives to the FISA Board and
they ensure that the “Catholic” voice
is heard. Doug Lauson, Superintendent
of Catholic Schools for the Vancouver
Archdiocese, has been president of the
FISA since 2003. Mr. Peter Froese is
the Executive Director of the FISA.
Statistics published in March
2013 by the FISA show that the 292
independent schools account for
12.4% of all school aged children
in the province and 30.8% of the
76,415 independent school students
attend Catholic schools. At the same
time, independent schools receive
approximately 5% of the Ministry
of Education dollars allotted to all
schools in the province. Suffice it
to say, independent schools save the
government money each and every
year.
This past year the FISA:
• Successfully lobbied the government
for the funding of adult education
offered in independent schools.
Beginning the 2013-14 school
year, non-graduated adult students
enrolled in independent schools,
provided the eligible courses lead to
a BC Certificate of Graduation, will
receive funding at the 50% (Group
1) and 35% (Group 2) rate of that
received in the public school.
• Approved a new Student Records
Requirements Policy template for
school use.
• Successfully
lobbied
the
government so that independent
school administrators and teachers
are allowed to participate in the
Ministry of Education ERASE
Bullying Training sessions.
As you know, the provincial

election was May 14 and as always
independent school supporters were
keenly interested in wanting to know
which candidates support “educational
choice” in BC. The goal is that any
party elected continues to support such
choice and continue with maintaining
the financial support that independent
schools receive. The Liberal Party
under the leadership of Premier Christy
Clark openly supports “educational
choice” and current funding levels
– good news for Catholic independent
schools.
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Thank you Kelowna’s
Classic Rock radio
station (K96 - 3FM)
By Beverly Pulyk,
Superintendent of Catholic Schools

Dallas Gray, the General Manager
of Kelowna’s Classic Rock Radio
Station (K96-3FM), contacted my
office in August to inform me that
K96-3 Management would like to
donate $2500 to the music/band
programs offered in the Kelowna
and West Kelowna Catholic
Schools. This is the third year we

have received a donation from K-96.
The money received must be used
to purchase musical instruments
and/or music curriculum materials
for the band/music programs at
Our Lady of Lourdes, St. Joseph
and Immaculata schools in West
Kelowna and Kelowna. Thank you
K96-3 for this generous donation!
Your commitment to supporting the
development of Canadian musical
talent is much appreciated.

Catholic Education Conference
By Blaine Melnyk

“[B]e transformed by the
renewal of your mind...”

~ Romans 12:2

The challenge for Catholic
educators is to continually seek
opportunities in which the vision
of Catholic education, viewing
human life as an integration
of body, mind, and spirit, can
be realized in the content and
instruction in each subject area.
On October 2-4, 2013 the
Dioceses of Nelson Catholic
Schools Conference was held at
Our Lady of Lourdes School in
West Kelowna, BC. This annual
installment offered an outstanding
opportunity to provide both spiritual
and professional development
experience for support staff,
teachers, administrators, and the
Catholic community who were
interested in expanding common
understandings and effective
practices to maximize student
success. This year’s theme:
Walk Humbly With Our Lord
captured the focus of this year’s
conference. As Catholic education
exists to provide a holistic
formation of people as living
witnesses of faith and its mission
is to build and sustain the Catholic
capacity of educators through the
development and provision of

high quality Catholic curriculum,
resources, support, and professional
development.
Keynote Speakers this year
included Sr. Shelley Grant who is
the Native Ministry Coordinator
in the South Okanagan. Her
experiences working with First
Nations people have amassed over
25 years in New Brunswick, Prince
Edward Island, Yukon, and British
Columbia. The second keynote
speaker included Mary Richardson
who has predominantly worked
out of Cranbrook as the Religious
Education Program Coordinator from
1994-1998. In 2001, she accepted a
new role and became Lay Pastoral
Worker to the First Nations in the
East Kootenays which she has held
for over 12 years. Both presenters
spoke candidly of their experiences
and the cultural connections that
allowed them to journey with First
Nations people. Most importantly,

they shared how the history of the
Residential School System and
its effects on First Nations people
would help us to better understand
our own relationship with our First
Nations brothers and sisters.
Featured Presenters consisted of
Tanya Braybrook, Terry Small,
Sheena Lewis, Jennifer Connelly,
Vicky Cairns, and Dr. Pam Toulouse
and Breakout sessions truly offered
something for everyone involved.
Sessions varied such as Assessment
for Learning, Using Brain Research
to Improve Student Learning,
Differentiated Instruction and the
Inclusive Classroom, Tech Apps
for Classroom Use, Understanding
Autism, and First Nations Education
which included: Achieving Student
Success, Literacy Strategies and
Culturally Relevant Resources, and
Teaching Strategies and Transition
Year Resources.
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By Ann Avdovich

The first term has been a fun,
busy, productive time at Holy Cross
School. The new school year was
launched with an open house and
barbeque, which were very well
attended. The school community
took part in a Terry Fox run, then a
walk-a-thon, one of the school’s chief
fundraising events, which was a huge
success, thanks to a most supportive
school “family”.
Staff attended a conference in
Kelowna in early October, which
focused on the theme “Walk Humbly
with Our Lord “, and was a celebration
of our diocesan schools and an
opportunity to attend professional
development workshops.
Special presentations at Holy
Cross thus far have included a
wonderful opera production called

SCHOOLS
“The Barber of Barkerville”, by a
talented Vancouver troupe and a fire
prevention talk and visit from mascot
“Sparky”. Our school choirs have
several “gigs” booked throughout the
year, which are always well received.
One performance, at a children’s
Mass, was filmed by a TV station,
for viewing at an annual telethon for
a local Children’s Treatment Center!
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August at Sabine’s school and Sabine
travelled to Canada in October to
stay with Stephanie and spend time
at our school. It was a wonderful,
enriching experience for everyone!

This year is the 20th anniversary
of Holy Cross School. We will
celebrate this milestone during
Catholic Education week in
February. We hope that former
Holy Cross students, staff, families
and pastors will be able to join us.

As Christmas approaches, we
anticipate many special school events
to celebrate Christ’s birth. May this
holy season be a peaceful, blessed
one for all.

Exchange teachers
Stephanie Tofin of
Holy Cross School and
Sabine Kollman from
Frankfurt, Germany.

Our grade six teacher,
Stephanie Tofin, undertook a
teaching exchange program
with Sabine Kollman, who
teaches in Frankfurt, Germany.
Stephanie spent a week in

ends, during
Sparky and Holy Cross fri
ion.
a fire prevention presentat

n
St. Joseph School, Nelso
d
welcomed new families an
ther
the new parish priest, Fa
hool.
Conrado Beloso to our sc

Holy
Cross
News

The students of St. Jo
seph School Nelson,
joined
together to create the ba
nner for the recent CISN
D Fall
Conference held in Kelow
na. It was a beautiful ad
dition
to the conference.
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Welcoming new employees to our catholic schools

TEACHERS:

Trisha Bossio, Immaculata High School
Christina Di Marcello, Our Lady of Lourdes School
Dina Fiset-Kinzel, Our Lady of Lourdes School
Kathryn Grootjes, Immaculata High School
SUPPORT STAFF:
Rocio Alvarez del Castillo, St. Joseph, Kelowna
Claire Cacchioni, Holy Cross School
Jennifer Gallo, St. Michael’s School
Melissa Moro, St. Michael’s School
Rita Kirzinger, St. Joseph, Kelowna
Lola Lee, St. Joseph, Kelowna
Ray Puno, Immaculata High School
Tanya Sturgeon, Immaculata High School

Celebrating long service to our
Catholic Schools

10 Years

Deanna Bates,
Holy Cross School
Tania Gustafson,
na
St. Joseph School, Kelow
Stella Majic, St. Joseph
School, Kelowna
Jeannine Thiessen,
na
St. Joseph School, Kelow

15 Years
Sandra Kruk,
St. Michael’s
School

20 Years

Dianne Letendre,
Our Lady of
Lourdes School
Natalia Mlikotic,
St. Joseph School,
Kelowna
Cece Sinotte,
Diocesan
Accounting Office

25 Years

35 Years

Vivien Farr,
St. Joseph School, Kelow

Robert Mainella,
Immaculata High School

Sherry Page,
St. Michael’s School
Manuela Simister,
St. Michael’s School

na

Bob Sidey, St. Michael’s

School

Each year at the Annual Diocesan Schools’
Conference, employees who have served the
Catholic Schools of the Nelson Diocese are
recognized for 10, 15, 20, 25, 30 and 35 years
of service. It is with great pleasure and gratitude
that the above employees are recognized...
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Listening
to God’s
call and
following Him
By Dominic Trinh

My name is Dominic Trinh
Do. I was born on February
27, 1973, in a small village,
Tho Nghiep Community, Xuan
Truong district, Nam Dinh
province, Vietnam. Most of my
family members are farmers. I
was born in a traditional Catholic
family at Quan Cong Parish, Bui
Chu Diocese, Vietnam. My father
is Dominic Lieu and my mother
is Mary Ruyen. I have three
older brothers and three older
sisters, and I am the youngest in
my family.
My Dad and Mom were very
religious. They practiced their
faith by giving good examples
to their children. Together with
my parents, my siblings also

My journey as
a Benedictine
Oblate

By Anne Strachan

I distrust labels: left, right,
liberal, conservative, religious,
secular. Yet here I am in midlife,
recommitting to the label “Roman
Catholic,” and seeking a new
label: “Benedictine Oblate.”
These are hefty identities to carry
in today’s world, even as I’m
aware of Jesus’ promise, “For my
yoke is easy, and my burden is
light.” Matthew 11:30
“What do you seek?” Abbot
Peter asked this question in
the ceremony marking my
initial commitment as an oblate
candidate. I answered, “I seek
to serve God through the oblate
way of life.” So far, my longing
to follow this particular way of
Christian life grows, steady as a
seed planted in the rich soil on the
grounds of St. Peter’s Abbey in
Muenster, Saskatchewan.
Immersed in a mutual
hospitality that began with my first
visit to this monastery, this give
and take continues and deepens
with every visit. I’m aware that

taught me the Catechism of the
Catholic Church. I was also
educated in the Catechism at
Quan Cong Parish. When I was
in secondary school in 1984, God
touched my heart while I was
going to the Church to attend the
mass of the feast of Christ the
King. He called me to dedicate
my whole life to serve him and
his people in the priesthood
to help people receive God’s
salvation. Recognizing the call
of God, I lived and stayed close
to God through attending daily
mass, receiving sacraments, and
praying the rosary. I was also
involved in altar serving and in
the choir of my parish, and music
band too.
After graduating secondary
school, I had to stop my studies
because my family could not
support my needs. In 1982,
my older brother got cancer;
therefore, my family had to
spend a lot of money to treat
him. However, he died on
December 22, 1985. Facing this
big problem, I did not give up
my wish to dedicate myself to

my forays into life at St. Peter’s
– two-week monastic getaways
complete with chickadees and
vast, ever-changing sky – are by
nature limited. Yet, my writing
life and the monastic life contain
many parallels: a love of poetry
in prayer, my need for solitude
balanced by participation in and
reliance on the larger community,
and the fact that showing up
each day in a routine rhythm will
produce fruit over the long haul,
no matter what the mood might be
on a particular day.
The Benedictine emphasis
on balance between prayer and
work is very grounding. I love
Gregorian chant and Lectio
Divina, yet equally instructive is
the attention given to dismantling
an old cupboard, scrubbing a
floor, or picking potatoes and
corn. All are underpinned by
encouragement to be humble,
a concept that holds surprising
dignity and is another aspect of
this path well worth exploring.
A life-long practicing Roman
Catholic, I wrestle with matters
of faith and institutional religion.
To present myself to monks and
clergy, to proclaim my desire
to affiliate with their monastic
life, is a serious decision. Yet,

V O C AT I O N S
God, but I kept my dream about
the priesthood deep in my heart.
I decided to go to Hanoi to get a
job and to earn money in order to
help my family. I thought this is
the best way to help my parents
escape from misery. After a few
years working there, I continued
my studies and carried out my
dream to dedicate myself to
become a good priest.
In Vietnam, very few
candidates were allowed by
Vietnam’s government to enter
seminary each year. For example,
my Bui Chu Diocese could only
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send six new seminarians to
St. Joseph Seminary in Hanoi
Capital for each new school year
because the Governor of Vietnam
wanted to limit the number of
seminarians in. This is the reason
why many candidates could not
continue their vocations. I am one
of those cases because my Dad
was in Bui Chu Seminary when
French priests did their mission
in my Diocese. In 2001, I joined
the Redemptorists in Vietnam. I
prayed to God and asked Him.
Finally, God performed his will.
He brought me from Vietnam

Living deeply our priestly lives
By Fr. Cerlouie Jimenez

I came that I they may
have life, and have it
abundantly. John 10:10
On September 9th to the
13th 2013, thirty – two newly
ordained priests gathered at
Queen’s Retreat Centre in the
Diocese of Saskatoon for a
workshop to enrich their priestly
fraternity and to reflect upon
some key elements that pertain
to their priestly ministry. These
thirty-two young men that
were recently ordained came
from the different Dioceses of
Western Canada. This meeting
of the young clergy is organized
by the Western Conference of
Catholic Bishops headed by
Archbishop Gerard Pettipas of
the Archdiocese of GrouardMclennan and Bishop Donald
Bolen of the Diocese of
Saskatoon.
The two main speakers for
this workshop were Fr. Michael
somehow my two feet are on this
path. The Rule of Benedict and
various commentaries resonate
with tangible wisdom. In this
grassroots Christianity, clerical
collars and religious habits
interchange with checked shirts,
blue jeans, and work boots. It’s
all so ordinary, like home.
To be a Benedictine Oblate,
affiliated with a particular
monastery, is just one more way
to embark upon a Christian life.
Those undeniable exhortations:
trust in the Christian story, feed
the hungry, clothe the naked, visit
those in prison; in a word, love all

Paul Gallagher SJ, Professor
of Theology at the Gregorian
University in Rome and Fr.
Raymond Dlugos OSA, former
Director of Southdown Institute
in Ontario. These two vibrant
speakers presented two pivotal
questions faced not only by
the young clergy, but priests
in general, in today’s modern
culture.
What is the hope for faith?
“From our present crisis
the Church will emerge having
lost weight. It will need to
start again from small groups
and from a minority that can
put faith at the core of their
experience. It will be a more
spiritual Church, a Church
of the poor where people can
glimpse something utterly new,
a hope for their lives, an answer
they have secretly hoped for.”
(Joseph Ratzinger, Christmas
Eve Reflection, 1969).
Quoting from the then
Cardinal Joseph Ratzinger who
people with a humble spirit – in
the name of Jesus Christ.
With deep gratitude, I feel
“received” by the St. Peter’s
community, beautiful yet flawed
human beings like me. I return
home and find there is a sense of
loss in living so far away from
Lauds, Noon Prayer, Vespers,
and Vigils, separated by vast
prairie and mountain passes. But
life with my family and friends,
participation in my local church
and writing community give a
sense of continued connection.
Why did God send me to

Church to Canada Church. I
am now a seminarian of Nelson
Diocese to continue my journey
to the priesthood. On May 6,
2011, I came to Nelson Diocese.
I have been living at Saint
Joseph Seminary for almost two
years. I have not only learned
the fundamental of the Bible
but I have also studied the
basics of the Church’s teaching.
Moreover, under the guidance
of Formation Team and Fr. John
Hesse – Spiritual Director, I
have recognised that I have lived
close to God and others.
became Pope Benedict XVI,
Fr. Gallagher presented the
reality that we are experiencing
a Church emerging from a
new dimension. In most of our
discussions and tete a tete, we
cannot but acknowledge the
fact that indeed there are a lot
of changes taking place in the
Church. The parish churches
that once were filled with
people are now becoming more
and more empty, the devotions
and pious religious practices
that led a lot of our ancestors
to sanctity and awareness
of divine reality are now
losing its taste and meaning
seemingly. But this should
not be a reason to lose hope,
the hope for faith is precisely
the fact that the faith will be
stronger in the future to come,
it may not be in a large scale
but it will be a faith founded
by a heart that truly searched
for it in an attitude of charity,
magnanimity and courage. Fr.
Gallagher reminded the young
priests to continuously have a
sincere attitude of discernment.
A character that will always
this particular community of
Benedictines? As I contemplate
this question in my daily life far
from the monastery, I suspect
the answer will reveal itself one
psalm, one chickadee, and one
corncob at a time.
“Sometimes one finds a place,
a landscape, which is new and yet
the forms, the shapes, the shadows
seem already familiar. So it was
with the Rule. It was neither
remote nor past nor cerebral, but
immediate and relevant, speaking
of things that I already half knew
or was struggling to make sense
of.” Esther de Waal
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Rejoice
Shout for joy, O daughter
Zion! Sing Joyfully, O
Israel! (Zephaniah 3:14)
By Sylvester Ibekwe

God designed our hearts for
joy. Everyday of our lives is filled
with simple joys: the joy of living,
the joy of seeing nature’s beauty,
the joy of a job well done, the
joy of helping others, the joy of
sincere and pure love. Engaged
couples rejoice as they plan their

look forward to do something
that will benefit the flock.
Readiness is all, Fr. Gallagher
said. Once we are ready, we
can really face the challenges
of the emerging newness in the
Church.
Burnout or Passionate
Commitment?
Fr. Dlugos started his
presentation by defining the
terms Passionate Commitment
and Burnout. With his expertise
in the field of Psychology,
Fr. Dlugos explained that as
priests we need to be attuned
with the balance and harmony
of the different aspects of our
life. By doing so, priests can
give more of themselves in the
ministry provided they affirm
their giftedness and humanity
as well. Grace can be found in
the humanity of the priesthood.
Once a priest accepts his own
limitations he can give more to
the flock entrusted to his care.
Truthfulness in accepting one’s
limitation will help a priest to
shun temptations and welcome
every invitation to follow the

God’s call: how
God expands
our boundaries
By Bart van Roijen

Whereas sin narrows our vision
and reduces our definition of love
to include the few who might
share family ties, friendship and
common interests, God’s grace
expands our vision and challenges
our definition of love to include
those who find themselves outside
our walls.

V O C AT I O N S
wedding day, but they rejoice
even more when that day finally
arrives. Married couple are full of
joy when they learn that they are
expecting a baby, but they are so
much more joyful when their child
is born. Their joy is shared by
their friends and family members.
We do not share our joy with an
enemy because an enemy comes
to take away our joy.
The people of Israel suffered at
the hands of their enemies as they
were defeated in numerous battles.
The reign of Kind David was a time
of hope for the people of Israel.
The people were excited when

example of Jesus Christ. Our
vocation as priests invites us to
be human as Jesus was human.
“For we do not have a high priest
who is unable to sympathize
with our weaknesses, but one
who has similarly been tested
in every way, yet without sin.”
(Letter to the Hebrews 4:15).
With all of these topics
presented, with the testimonies
and experiences of some other
priests who perform different
facets of the priestly ministry,
the workshop culminated in
a high note. For the young
clergy, at least for the ones
who participated on this recent
workshop, it provided for us

God, through Samuel, promised
David that he would raise up for
him an heir whose throne would
be “firm,” and whose house would
“endure forever” (2 Samuel 7: 12,
16). But after David died around
960 BC, his descendants proved
weak and unworthy. And as a
result, the people came to lose
their hope that God would ever
fulfill his promise of a righteous
heir to the throne and an age of
lasting peace.
About two hundred years
later, the prophet Isaiah (740 BC)
renewed Israel’s hopes for a new
springtime. He prophesied that a

an opportunity to reflect upon
the different dimensions of our
priestly life and ministry with
its present situation. It is very
evident that we all come from
different environments, cultures
and even schools of thought,
however, we all share the one
priesthood that comes from Jesus
Christ and that is the defining
factor of us all. Ultimately,
we carry in our priesthood the
indelible mark of grace that
comes from the Sacrament of
Holy Orders. It is a visible sign
of Christ the good Shepherd
who came that we may all have
life, and have that life in fullness
and in abundance.
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virgin would conceive and give
birth to a special Son. This boy
would be given a promising name:
“Emmanuel,” which means “God
with us” (Isaiah 7:14). He would
be known as “Father-forever,
Prince of Peace,” and the dominion
of all of Israel would rest upon his
shoulders (Isaiah 9:5–6).
Generations passed, and the
nation was ultimately defeated
in battle, humiliated by its
sinfulness, and subjected to
foreign occupation and exile.
Some people, however, known as
a “remnant,” kept the words of
Isaiah and other prophets close to
their heart, and these words filled
them with the joy of anticipation.
More prophets arose to confirm
their hopes – and sustain their joy.
One prophet was Zephania, who
lived around 620 BC. Zephania
called the people to repentance,
but he also promised that everyone
“who shall take refuge in the
name of the Lord (Zephaniah 3:
12) would experience God’s love
and restoring power. God didn’t
just want his people to repent, He
also wanted to shower them with
his love. He wanted to free them
from all sorrow and oppression.
And so Zephaniah proclaimed:
“Shout for joy, O daughter Zion!
Sing joyfully, O Israel! Be glad
and exult with all your heart O
daughter Jerusalem! The Lord
has removed the judgment against
you, he has turned away your
enemies; the King of Israel, the
Lord, is in your midst (Zephaniah
3:14–15).”
The expression “daughter of
with those who are looked upon
as challenged, but rather on how
God changed him by means of
those who live in L’Arche – what
it means to be genuine, to love and
to be more fully human.

The Parable of the Rich Man
and Lazarus is only one example.
There is nothing evil about this
man; I am sure his family and
friends were quite fond of him.
Yet, he has built a chasm that, over
time, will be hard to overcome. His
definition of “brother”, “sister”
and “neighbour” is narrow and
threatens to get narrower for the
sake of his own comfort, security
and control. God is calling, but he
is not listening.
The Parable of the Good
Samaritan is its opposite. Though,
historically and culturally, there
was a wide chasm between the
Samaritan and the man set upon

by robbers, the Samaritan was
moved with compassion. Notice
how the walls came down. Not
concerned about his own security,
nor counting the expense, the
Samaritan adopts a Christ-like
vision in which the meaning of
“brother”, “sister” and “love” find
its widest application. Not only
is he listening to God’s Call, his
generous response brings healing,
reconciliation and life.
Nor is it all about the charity
we perform, as if it is some credit
to us. When Jean Vanier reflects
back on his life and the beginning
of L’Arche, he speaks not of what
he has accomplished in his work

It is easy to see what prevents
us from doing likewise. If I open
myself up to my brother or sister
in need, it may cost me. If I dare
to befriend someone who is seen
to have “issues”, it will eat away
at my time. If I get involved with
ministry to children or elderly, it
will require a commitment. If I
open my house to a foster child,
an unintended pregnancy or a
wayward child, it will upset my
plans. Listening and responding to
God is giving God permission to
change us in the doing.
Look at the lives of the Saints.
Their lives are meant to urge us
onwards, to see how God calls us
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Zion” first marked its appearance
in the prophet Micah (1:13),
where it probably refers to a new
suburb of Jerusalem, north of the
Temple area, populated by poor,
displaced exiles from the Northern
Kingdom, who arrived after the
fall of Samaria in 721 BC. To
these, Micah addresses a message
of encouragement and hope. Later,
“daughter of Zion” came to refer
to Jerusalem as a whole (Isaiah
1:18; 10:32; 16:1) or the city’s
population (Isaiah 37:22, 52:2;
62:11).
Israel’s hope is fulfilled in the
angel’s announcement to Mary:
“Rejoice Mary for you are highly
favored” (Luke 1:28). Mary is the
daughter of Zion: to her the Lord
will come to take up his dwelling.
As the true “daughter of Zion”,
Mary is the image of the Church.
The same words addressed to
Mary is being addressed to the
Church in a new way every
advent. The word “Rejoice” is not
just addressed to the Church as
a whole but to us as individuals
who are members of God’s family.
Every advent, I try to make the
prophecy of Zephaniah (“Shout
for joy, O daughter Zion”) and the
words spoken to Mary (Rejoice
you highly favored) my own.
Like Mary who is the daughter
of Zion, I try to see myself as the
son of Zion. I hear those words
spoken to me in a personal way:
Shout for joy, Sylvester O son of
Zion...Rejoice, Sylvester, for you
are highly favored. This advent,
we are invited as individuals, as
families and as parishes to make
this joy our own.
from “a life of comfort” (The Good
Life we so often seek) to a life of
transformation (where we are the
ones who are being transformed
in the very act of ministry). Look
at the lives of the Saints. Their
lives are meant to expand our
horizons, seeing our brother or
sister at the gate we have erected
and allowing them to transform us
more according to the pattern of a
redeemed humanity.
God’s Call begins to be heard
when we lay aside our own pursuits
– our love for whatever causes us
to turn inward, and unite ourselves
to the ministry of Christ: to heal, to
help, to comfort, to reconcile and
to witness to a kingdom greater
than our own.
How is your life directed to
the Kingdom of God? Are your
boundaries in need of expansions?
Who is the Lazarus at your gate?
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Change
provides big
challenge to a
small parish
By Anne Strachan

The new Grotto at Our lady of Lourdes Parish,
Westbank blessed by Bishop John Corriveau with
Fr. Wayne Pfliger after mass on September 1, 2013.

Volunteers
from Holy
Family
Church
placing new
tiles up in
the centre.

LITURGY

Advent &
Christmas
By Ann Matthews

Our Church or Liturgical Year
begins with the Season of Advent.
This year, 2013, the First Sunday
of Advent is on December 1st,
and the Advent Season concludes
on Christmas Eve with the
celebration of the First Mass of
Christmas. In the General Norms
for the Liturgical Year and the
Calendar (GNLY), Article 39
states “Advent has a twofold
character: as a season to prepare
for Christmas when Christ’s first
coming is remembered; and as a
season when that remembrance
directs the mind and heart to await
Christ’s coming at the end of
time. Advent is thus a period for
devout and joyful expectation.”
Article 42 states “The weekdays
from December 17 to 24 inclusive
serve to prepare more directly for

Thirty years ago, Our Lady of
Lourdes in Nakusp was vibrant
with people of all ages. Now, few
young people attend Mass; the
rest of us are inevitably aging.
(This reflects the demographic
reality in our village). Our priest
is in Revelstoke; he’s with us
only a couple of days a week. It
can be a challenge to persevere in
our faith during such times.
In 1985, parish historian
Veronica Dubois wrote a book
about Our Lady of Lourdes and
its various missions. Gathered
in His Name says: “Although
Nakusp did not become a
parish until 1950, the Catholic
community of this town was
well established much earlier.
Our Lady of Lourdes Church
was built in 1904 and prior to
that, missionary priests traveled
here to celebrate Mass in private
homes or the Grand Hotel.”

the Lord’s birth.” Here is a time of year when we are called to be
counter cultural.
As a family I invite you to enter fully into the spirit of Advent by
using Advent Calendars (religious and without chocolates), Advent
Wreathes, and the Jesse Tree. For more information on any of these
activities, Google search; “Advent Calendars”, “Advent Wreathes”,
or the “Jesse Tree”. Take time during Advent to read some of the
Scripture stories of John the Baptist, Elizabeth and Zachariah, Mary
and Joseph, which are found in the Infancy Narratives, Matthew 12, and Luke 1-2. There are also many prophesies in the Book of the
Prophet Isaiah which are about the Messiah. Use the time of Advent to
prepare for Christmas such as by reading Scripture and reflecting and
praying on it. Only towards the end of Advent should we decorate our
home for Christmas, putting up the tree and Nativity Scene.
The Christmas Season starts with Evening Prayer on Christmas
Eve and concludes with Evening Prayer on the Feast of the Baptism of
the Lord (usually the second Sunday in January.) Continue to read the
Infancy Narratives in the Gospels of Matthew and Luke. There are four
sets of Readings for Christmas (the Vigil, During the Night, at Dawn,
and During the Day). Try to read and ponder all four sets. There are
many celebrations during the Octave of Christmas, starting with the
Feast of St. Stephen, December 26; St. John the Apostle, December
27; the Holy Innocents, December 28; the Holy Family on the Sunday
between Christmas and New Years, and concluding with the Solemnity
of Mary, the Holy Mother of God, on January 1st. This last day is also
observed as Jesus’ “Name Day” and as the World Day of Peace. From
Christmas to the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord is the proper time
for Christmas parties, thus celebrating Christmas in the Christmas
Season, not before it. The first Sunday after January 1st is celebrated
as the Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord. Just as the Christ Child
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Our parish priest today, Father Aaron de Dios, is from the
Diocese of Legazpi in the province of Albay in the Bicol region
of the Philippines. His diocese was established in 1951, soon after
our own parish. Although most people are Catholic in Fr. Aaron’s
region, according to the Legazpi diocesan website, only twentyfive percent of the baptized are regular churchgoers. Hence,
evangelization – including outreach to the poor and marginal – is
necessary there also!
Even though we’re a small parish, we share many of the issues
faced by the larger church. For instance, we haven’t gone unscathed
by the sexual abuse scandal; this means that as we contemplate
history and our future, community spirit and openness are vital.
In Nakusp, Sunday Mass is at 7pm in summer and 5pm as
the days grow dark. This isn’t always convenient; however,
we celebrate Eucharist to strengthen our bonds so we can then
minister to others in our daily lives.
Each year, thanks to the dedicated work of the Altar Society,
a St. Patrick’s Tea and Bazaar welcomes the wider community.
Bingo night raises funds, and potluck suppers – a time to reconnect
– are regular events. Development and Peace is well represented;
we have a faithful organist and a Parish Council.
Faith, hope, and love are rooted in our continued dedication to
sacramental and community life within the church. Our situation
is changing, but Jesus’ words give hope for the future: “For where
two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.”
*Gathered in His Name – An historical account of the spiritual
growth of the Catholic Parish of Nakusp and Missions of New
Denver, Fauquier and Edgewood, including previous Missions of
Burton, Needles, Silverton and Sandon Published by the Parish
History Committee of Our Lady of Lourdes Catholic Church,
Nakusp, BC, in celebration of the Golden Jubilee of the Diocese
of Nelson

was revealed to the Jewish people represented by the shepherds who
came to the stable during the very early hours of Christmas, so his
being revealed or shown forth (Epiphany) to the rest of humanity was
represented by the visit of the Wise Men from the East. (During the
Middle ages they started to be referred to as the “Three Kings”. This
was also when the day began to be referred to as the “Twelfth Day
of Christmas”.) Help your children and grandchildren to connect the
decorations on the tree to the Christmas story: lights to Christ, the
light of the World; stars and angels to various Christmas stories. I have
fond memories as a child of visiting other parish churches to see their
Nativity Scenes. Try to visit one or two near you.
During Advent and Christmas we need to have some time and
money for the poor – a donation to the society of St. Vincent de Paul
for a Christmas hamper, or a gift for a child here or overseas, who
otherwise might receive little or nothing to help make this time special.
Help our children and grandchildren to think of others and not just
of themselves and their “list”. We want our children to have a great
Christmas that is not dependent on the number of gifts they receive.
Try to make time for family activities during Advent as preparation
for remembering Christ’s coming on earth as a human being – the
mystery of the Incarnation. Then during the Christmas Season
celebrate the different feasts that are on the calendar and continue to
celebrate until the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. If our Christmas
decorations, tree and Nativity Scene are put out just before Christmas,
then we can keep them up until the end of the Christmas Season. Let us
all be counter cultural this year and sing our Advent hymns in Advent
and the Christmas hymns during the Christmas Season. Invite your
friends for a party during the Christmas Season that is, after December
25 and before the Feast of the Baptism of the Lord. In all that we do
may we gratefully and joyfully give praise to our Incarnate God.

