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“We ponder your steadfast love, O God” (Psalm 48.9)

Priests’ Retreat

Bishop John & priests of the Diocese of Nelson
Bishop John Corriveau, OFM cap and the priests of Nelson diocese held their annual retreat June 9 – 13, 2008 at Immaculate Heart
of Mary shrine and Centre, Cache Creek, BC. Fr. Michael Marigliano OFM cap, from the US directed the retreat.
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BISHOP’S MESSAGE

“The Eucharist: Gift of God
for the life of the world
`We are struck by the simplicity
with which Francis looks at the
Eucharistic mystery. He links
the Eucharistic celebration and
the Incarnation: “Behold, each
day He humbles Himself as
when He came from the royal
throne into the Virgin’s womb;
each day, He Himself comes to
us, appearing humbly; each
day He comes down from the
bosom of the Father, upon the
altar in the hands of a priest.”
(Adm 1). St Francis constructs
an impressive analogy between
the descent of Jesus into the
womb of the Virgin Mary and
the descent onto the altar during
Mass. It is the same event that
continues to happen again.

Bishop John Corriveau, OFM Cap.
St Francis calls us back
to awe - to surprise and
amazement - at how God is
constantly taking the initiative
in our regard. This is vital for
those of us who live in a culture
where nothing amazes us any
more because everything is
the product of human planning
and organization. Humanity
appears as the product of its
own experimentations, leaving
no room for surprise and
novelty.
What implications does this
awe, this amazement, have for
us? Awe arises in our hearts
when we allow this humble selfabasement of God in Eucharist
to resonate in our lives. God
shows himself and enters into
dialogue with the human heart,

through the poverty of a fragile
sign that is nonetheless real!
“See, I am with you till the
end of the world.” (Matt. 28,
20)
Francis puts together
Christ’s promise during his last
appearance to His apostles with
His Eucharistic presence in the
Church. Thanks to this real
presence of Jesus, the Church
lives and grows. Indeed, all
the other sacraments converge
on this mystery and are rooted
in it. Liturgy looks not only
to the past, in order to recall
the Christ event; it evokes it
in order to relive it, making
the event contemporary by representing it before our very
eyes, so that we can draw from
it all the efﬁcacy of grace and
redemption.

For Francis, the sacrament
of the Eucharist is a fountain
of light that permeates
the whole of reality, so
that
everything acquires
a sacramental dimension.
Having contemplated the living
and real presence of Christ in
Eucharist, the eyes of his faith
saw the presence of God in
all of creation. Every event
is recognised as having the
character of a sign, in which
God communicates Himself
and addresses us. On the basis
of the sacrament, in which the
mystery of God is perceived as
present in the bread and wine,
the full reality of things as they
are becomes a sign, by which
to recognize the mystery of
Christ, making His appeal for
recognition, hospitality and
testimony.
It is important that the
Christian
community
rediscover the profound link
between
the
Eucharistic
mystery and the circumstances
of everyday life, starting from
brother/sister relationships and
broadening out to embrace the
whole of creation. In fact, we
must experience Eucharist as a
“mode of being which passes

O sublime humility! O humble sublimity!
The Lord of the universe, God and the son of God,
so humbled himself that for our salvation
He hides himself under an ordinary piece of bread!
(St. Francis of Assisi, Lord 26-27)

from Jesus into each Christian”
and through each Christian
this mode of being spreads
into our families, our schools
and all aspects of our work and
play. What is this “mode of
being” communicated to us by
Jesus in Eucharist? I will limit
myself to two examples.
It is a reconciling mode
of being. St. Paul tells us:
“He is our peace ... he made
both one and broke down the
dividing wall of enmity ... you
are no longer strangers and
sojourners, but you are fellow
citizens with the holy ones
and members of the household
of God.” (Eph. 2: 14-19)
The Eucharist is the feast of
universal sister/brotherhood.
We cannot embrace Jesus
without embracing all those for
whom he lived and died. Just
as Jesus on the cross excluded
no one from the embrace of
his love – not even those who
murdered him – so we cannot
exclude anyone from our love
when we celebrate Eucharist.
Each time the Church
celebrates Eucharist, Jesus is
at work breaking down walls
of injustice, barriers of injury
and misunderstanding, creating
the unity of the Christian
community and making it a
visible sign of his real presence
in the world. It is this mode of
being which we must bring to
our families and the world.
Eucharist is a mode of
being poured out in love and
service.
St. John describes
the Last Supper in chapter
thirteen of his gospel. In the
other gospels, the central event
of the Last Supper is described
when Jesus takes bread and
says, “Take and eat, this is my
body,” and he takes the cup of
wine and says, “Drink from
it, all of you, for this is my
blood ...” (Matt. 26: 26 - 28).
, St. John does not mention the

bread and wine – the central
event in his account of the Last
Supper is the washing of feet.
The gospels complement one
another. Matthew, Mark and
Luke speak about the institution
of the Eucharist,
St. John
describes its effect in Church
– a life poured out in love and
service. The Eucharist builds
a community of brothers and
sisters by building a network
of complementary service.
The Eucharist, demands the
participation of all the faithful
in a life of service. It requires
the service of priests and
ministers – deacons, ministers
to distribute the body and blood
of the Lord, ministers of the
Word (readers), ministers to
serve around the altar, ministers
of hospitality, ministers of
music, ministers who clean
and beautify the altar and the
Church. But the Eucharist also
requires ministers who take the
care and love of the Christian
community to the sick, the
elderly and shut-ins. A truly
Eucharistic community requires
catechists to instruct the young
preparing them for Eucharist,
the Sacrament of Reconciliation
and
Conﬁrmation.
The
community requires catechists
to prepare young people for
marriage. The community
requires those willing to bring
the love of Christ to the poor
serving, for example, in the St.
Vincent de Paul Society. The
Eucharist does not end at the
altar. The Eucharist is a mode
of being and acting which must
pass from Jesus into the heart
of each Christian, inspiring
each to serve one another as
He served us, washing the feet
of His disciples. In this way,
the Church is built up as a
community of love and service.
The Eucharist impels us to
bring this spirit of service into
...continued on p4
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Social justice
advocate Joe Gunn comes
to the Nelson Diocese
“This is what God asks of you: only this, to act justly, to love
tenderly, and to walk humbly with your God.” (Micah 6:8)
How is action for justice
linked to Catholic social
thought and spirituality? How
does our Catholic faith inform
our reﬂection and response
to issues such as economic
crises, homelessness, political
challenges and ecology? The
Sisters of the Congregation
of Notre Dame of the Nelson
Diocese invited Mr. Joe Gunn
of Ottawa to visit Cranbrook,
Trail, Nelson and Kelowna to
reﬂect with their communities
on those questions.
Mr. Gunn is the Coordinator
of the Ofﬁce of Justice, Peace
and Integrity of Creation of
the Congregation of Notre
Dame, Visitation Province
(English-speaking
Canada).
This Ofﬁce, based in Ottawa,
was ofﬁcially blessed and
opened in December 2006.
Joe has extensive experience
in the area of justice. He has
worked in a diocesan social
justice ofﬁce in Western
Canada, in refugee camps and
in development projects in
Latin America, in NGOs and
for the Canadian Conference of
Catholic Bishops.
Joe began his journey in
Cranbrook the weekend of
January 12, feast of Saint
Marguerite
Bourgeoys,
a
woman who in her writings,
states unequivocally that all
she has ever desired “is that
the great precept of the love of
God above all things and of the
neighbour as oneself be written
in every heart”. Using a power
point presentation, stories from
life experience, and interaction
with the crowd assembled,
Joe showed how action for
justice is not a new thing and
has been part of the Catholic

tradition’s rich history of
social thought and spirituality.
He spoke of the many and
varied initiatives in which we
as Christians can participate
in order to respond in love
to the injustices experienced
in our parish communities, in
our cities, in our world and our
universe: KAIROS (Canadian
Ecumenical Justice Initiatives,
Development and Peace, Make
Poverty History, to mention
but a few. The Cranbrook leg
of his journey also included
an informal supper/evening
conversation
with
some
interested individuals, and a
visit to St. Eugene Mission.
Following his Cranbrook
experience Joe bused to Trail for
a gathering of CND Associates
at OLPH Parish. Joe shared the
focus of the new CND ofﬁce
of Justice, Peace and Integrity
of Creation, encouraging us
to be more fully involved and
to make good use of the new
website. Following a delicious
pot luck supper a large number
of other parishioners joined us
for the power point presentation
on Catholic Social Teaching
and Justice Issues today. The
following day Joe journeyed to
Nelson where he met with some
of the area’s D&P members
and a discussion of his Central
American experience, the
issue of Canadian mining
practices in Latin America and
some of the responses D&P is
encouraging. He also spoke
of the Make Poverty History
Movement and encouraged all
to become active through their
website. Following supper
other interested parishioners
including the youth group
crowded into the Jubilee room

for the power point presentation
and some discussion of the
issues it raised.
The ﬁnal stop on this
mini-tour
was
Kelowna
where Joe met with a Kairos
group, Immaculata Grade
Twelve students, and adults
from Kelowna, Kamloops,
and Penticton parishes. The
gathering of the adults took
place in St. Charles Garnier
Parish Hall where in his gentle
but convincing manner Joe was
able to challenge and inspire
as he traced the connection
between faith and justice and
welcomed interaction from
those present. The morning
concluded with a soup-andbread lunch prepared by the
Sisters and Associates of the
Congregation of Notre Dame.
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Parish holds
special liturgy
By Maria McManus

WESTBANK - Our
Lady of Lourdes parish in
Westbank have been blessed
by celebrating Jesus in the
Eucharist in anticipation of
the 49th Eucharist Congress
held in Quebec City in
June.
During May we
held a special liturgy with
prayer and praise, song and
adoration before the Blessed
Sacrament.
Mary our Mother helped
us to focus upon Jesus
through the Luminous
Mysteries of the Rosary.
We were blessed by the
members of the CWL, K
of C, Prayer Group, Altar
Servers and Youth Group
as they each led a decade
of the rosary. Father Dave
DeSonsa reﬂected upon
the great gift of the Body,
Blood, Soul and Divinity
of Jesus hidden in the bread
and wine we receive at each
Eucharist.

After the Benediction, a
social hosted by the CWL
provided a time of fellowship.
May 23rd parishioners and
especially the students of Our
Lady of Lourdes School had
the opportunity to bask in the
radiance of Jesus in the Blessed
Sacrament.
Our third celebration was
held during the Eucharist
Congress. Before the Blessed
Sacrament a special liturgy was
held with prayer and praise,
song and adoration, as the
parish was blessed with the life
giving prayers proclaimed by
the members of the CWL, K of
C, Prayer Group, Altar Servers
and Youth Group. Father Dave
provided a reﬂection prior to
the Benediction.
The K of C hosted the social
following the Celebration.
In Christ’s love
Maria McManus
Liturgy Chairperson

WELCOME
– Fr. Ferdinan Nalitan is
a most welcome addition
to Nelson diocese.
He comes from Cagayan
de Oro, Philippines.
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from page 2... all aspects of our
life of family, work, study and
play.
May the Spirit of God and
His holy operation help us
each day to stand in awe at the
humility of God, who comes to
meet us daily in the sacrament
of His body and blood. May
the power of the Paraclete
make us living members of His
body, and may our life be ever
more Eucharistic, respecting
and welcoming every living
creature, joining all creation in
its immense chorus of praise to
the God who is One and Three,
in Christ our Lord and brother.
+John Corriveau, OFMCap.
Bishop of Nelson

July 2008

RISE UP
I am within you.
Trust with an open heart
Welcome,
Nourish relationship.
I am within you.
Wait patiently with hope,
Let meaning evolve.
I am within you.
With new awareness
Grow in conﬁdence.
Let me set you free.
Together we can initiate
A gentle light.
By Mary Lou Oswald

Father Jim McHugh celebrated his 10th anniversary in
the Priesthood on Sunday, May 18th, St. Joseph’s Church,
Radium Hot Springs. His parishioners presented him with a
Bar-B-Q and many shared in cake and coffee after Mass.

Pat McLaughlin, presents Father Jim McHugh
with a card from parishioners

Our Lady of Lourdes School in Westbank
Celebrates the Eucharistic Congress!
On Friday, May 23, Our Lady
of Lourdes School in Westbank
gathered in the church for a time
of Eucharistic Adoration, and
the following week we prayed
the rosary together as a school
in honor of the Eucharistic
Congress. We also participated
in the pre-teen mass on May 25th,
with singers, readers, and ushers.
We are very proud of our children
and our school.
Here are some of the other
things we’ve been up to as the
school year winds down:
On May 8, we joined with
Saint Joseph’s Elementary for a
Track and Field meet. It was a
great day of fun and fellowship
for both schools.
Our
annual
Walkathon
fundraiser was a great success,

St. Ann’s CWL, Penticton

where the students enjoyed
fresh air and ﬁtness while
raising money for their school.
Many of them did more
running than walking!
The grade 6/7 class enjoyed
kayaking and campﬁres when
they went for a night of
camping to Camp Owaissi.
Our Annual Family Fun
Night was June 5, where
students and families were
able to share fun and games
in the gym, a climbing wall
outside, and even a chance to
dunk the principal!
We thank God for a great
year of fun, learning, and
Christian fellowship. May
He grant you all a Blessed
Summer!

Reception for New Members of St Ann’s CWL, Penticton, May 2008

St.
Joseph’s
students
write
common
theme
KELOWNA - Three times
during the school year, the entire
student body of St. Joseph is
involved in School Wide Writes,
which have everyone writing a
paper on a common theme or
topic. These are then evaluated
by teachers to determine writing
levels according to provincial
performance standards and to
plan instruction accordingly.
In January, all of the students
at St. Joseph were involved in
a fun School Wide Write. This

(Winners of the Principal for a Day writing contest,
with Mrs. Rita Smith, are Erin Gr. 7,
Sean Gr. 5, Ethan Gr. 3 and Paola Gr. 2.)
year’s theme was a version on
what it is like to be a principal.
Introduced last year by
our principal, Rita Smith, this
challenge has generated a great
deal of creative output! This
year’s winners were invited
to participate in the usual

duties of the principal’s day;
they visited classes, had their
recess break in the staffroom,
discussed important issues with
the superintendent, Mrs. Bev
Pulyk, and went out for lunch.
Stella Majic, Teacher
St. Joseph, Kelowna

Summerland Father’s Day

Fr Sebastian and Summerland Parishioners

Summerland Parishioners on Father’s Day
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Appreciation Dinner

Rev. FRANCIS DE LA
CRUZ – appointed Pastor of
Holy Cross Parish, Creston
effective July 7, 2008.
Incardinated in the Archdiocese
of Cotabato, Philippines, Fr. De
la Cruz served for several years
in Prince Albert, Saskatchewan.
He is on loan to Nelson diocese
for three years.
Rev. FERDINAN WAGNER
NALITAN
–
Appointed
Pastor of Holy Child Parish,
Summerland. Effective July
28, 2008, Fr. Nalitan will serve
the diocese of Nelson for three
years, because he is incardinated
in the Diocese of Cagayan de
Oro, Philippines. He served for
several years in Newark, New
Jersey.
Rev. SEBASTIAN PUTHENPURA – Appointed Pastor
of Christ the King Parish,
Oliver and Our Lady of
Lourdes, Okanagan, Falls. This
appointment is effective July
28, 2008. Fr. Sebastian was
pastor of Summerland since
May 2002.
Fr. JAMES RATCLIFFE
– Appointed Pastor of Our Lady
of Lourdes Parish, Nakusp,
and the missions in Slocan,
New Denver, Fauquier. This
appointment is effective August
25, 2008. Fr. Jim continues as
Rector of the Cathedral and its
missions.
Fr. RONALDO TAGUINES
– Appointed Associate Pastor to
Fr Jim Ratcliffe in the Pastoral
care of the Cathedral and its
missions, and the Parish of
Nakusp and its missions. This
appointment is effective August
19, 2008. Fr. Tagnines is
incardinated in the Diocese of
Daet, Philippines and will serve
Nelson diocese for three years.

Congratulations to
Sisters Of St. Ann
who celebrate
150 years of service
in Western Canada
June 5 – 8.

By J.A. Charters

There was a vibrant sense
of family and community
at St. Rita’s Church hall
in Castlegar on Saturday
April 19. With the support
of Father Martin Bettin,
OFM, a special nominations
committee had organized
an ‘appreciation pot-luck
dinner’ in order to recognize
particular members of the
congregation and to thank
them “for the generous

giving of their time and talents
to the betterment of the parish
Community”.
The organizing committee
chaired by Bill Jankola and
assisted by Fred Dallas, Donna
Wasylenki
and
Veronica
Buratto had done its work
quietly but well. Some eighty
people of all ages attended
the dinner, tables laden with
food and beverages were set
out, and display placards with
the names and pictures of the
nominees were posted on the

Holy Child Parish in
Summerland recently marked
several special events.
By Connie Weaver

The World Day of Prayer
for the Sanctiﬁcation of
the Clergy on Friday,
May 30th, was observed
by Mass at 9:00am and
followed by Adoration
of the Blessed Sacrament
until noon. Thanks to the
Serra Club Kelowna we
were privileged to host the
special Monstrance blessed

by Pope Benedict XVI. Those
who could not attend the
Mass and the Adoration in the
morning had the opportunity to
take part in the Rosary at 7:00
that evening.
During the week of the
Eucharistic Congress we had
Mass in the morning as usual and
an hour of Adoration followed
by Benediction every evening
Monday to Friday. There was

wall for all to see.

Left to right –

After everyone had dined on
the extensive and varied array
of dishes, the chairman gave
a short introductory address,
followed by an invitation to
Father Martin to make the
formal Appreciation Certiﬁcate
presentations to the nominees.
Calling each in turn, he spoke
brieﬂy, perceptively and wittily
of their varied contributions
over the years, then, he gave
them their handsomely framed
documents.

Helen Bayes, Armando
Cardoso, Manuel
Rodriguez, Jaime Cardoso,
Father Martin, Eileen
Harrison, Rudy Baff, Herb
Tiendl, John Charters

good participation from the
parishioners as they were able
to reﬂect on the Eucharist and
spend time in the presence of
Jesus in the Eucharist. Also,
we are happy to share that
one of our parishioners, Julia
Ziebarth, attended the Congress
in Quebec City.

very pleasurable event. A silent
auction added interest too.
The dinner, mainly arranged
and served by the parents and
members of our Youth Group,
was a fundraiser for the parish.
It was also a thank you to the
parish for the support that it
has given to the youth in their
World Youth Day fundraising
endeavors. It is a great joy for us
that Holy Child has registered
17 participants who will be
attending World Youth Day in
Australia. Eleven young people
and four adults are from our
parish while two have joined
the group from other parishes.

On a more social note,
a 3-course Mediterraneanthemed dinner prepared by
Chef Maher and his wife
Dana on Sunday, June 15th,
proved to be an excellent way
to celebrate Father’s Day. The
food, the decor, and the tasteful
service all contributed to a

Missing from photo:
Joan Muller
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EDITORIAL

Jubilee year of St. Paul
invites ecumenical action
Pope Benedict XVI has proclaimed June 28, 2008 – June
29, 2009 as special jubilee year dedicated to St. Paul, the
Apostle.
In a homily delivered June 28, 2007, Pope Benedict
encouraged the whole church to “dedicate a special jubilee
to St. Paul on the occasion of the 2000th anniversary of his
birth, which historians place between 7 and 10 AD.”
The Pope called for a special attention to ecumenical
dimension “during the various moments of the 2000th
Pauline anniversary.”
The Pope said, “The Apostle to the Gentiles, particularly
dedicated to bringing the Good News to all peoples,
concerned himself with the unity and harmony of all
Christians.”

Basics of the Faith for Adults
Two of the Basics of the
Faith for Adults courses
sponsored by the Diocesan
Ofﬁce of Religious Education,
were presented throughout the
diocese. The course on the
Creed was presented in the
Fall of 2007 and the Liturgy
and Sacraments course was
presented this Spring. The
venues for the courses have
been Sparwood, Cranbrook,
Castlegar, Rossland, Kelowna
and Penticton. Presenters were
Fr. Bart van Roijen, Pastor of
St. Pius X parish in Kelowna,
Lucille Lauriente, Diocesan
Director of Religious Education,
and Penny Sibbald, Religious
Education Coordinator, Sacred
Heart Parish in Kimberley.
These courses are open to all
adults in the parishes and they
also serve as core courses for
catechist certiﬁcation of parish
catechists and Catholic school

teachers.
The subject of the next course
which will be offered in the
Fall, will be Catholic Morality.
It will be presented by Mr.
Richard Wanner. Mr. Wanner
and his wife Kim have recently
retired in Oliver after having
spent a number of years teaching
at
Newman
Theological
College, St. Joseph College
at the University of Alberta,
and for the Pastoral Service
Program in the Archdiocese
of Edmonton. Dates for this
course are: September 26 &
27 ~ East Kootenay [venue to
be announced]; October 17 &
18 ~ Nelson; November 14 &
15 ~ Osoyoos and November
20 and 21 ~ Kelowna. For
more information about these
courses, please contact the
Diocesan Ofﬁce of Religious
at 250-352-6921 or email:
oredionel@telus.net

Volunteer enriched
by Abbey
By John A. Charters

Like English author, Oscar
Wilde, I can resist everything
but temptation. Therefore your
invitation in the bulletin of
St. Rita’s Church in Castlegar
to write something of interest
prompted me to offer a note on
the Benedictine Monastery in
Mission B.C.
After
retirement,
I
volunteered in 1982 to do some
relief teaching at the Abbey’s
junior seminary. It was the
best decision I ever made in my
life. I taught high school level
seminarians for 43 terms three
weeks at a time. It was a unique
spiritual refresher course and a
cherished experience.
Like
most
Benedictine
monasteries,
Westminster
Abbey is built on a hill and the
Pﬁtzer Memorial bell tower
with its eight bell carillon stands
outlined like an obelisk against
the sky, while some three
hundred acres of lawns and
ﬁelds, gardens and maple woods
ﬂow away in all directions. The
views of the tan-hued Fraser
River and the distant Olympic
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Mountains are unparalleled, and the beautifully designed
buildings, particularly the unique Abbey Church, give the
entire scene an all-embracing sense of eternal serenity.

On Wednesday,
June 4th, Bishop John
Corriveau confirmed 5
candidates in Canadian
Martyrs Parish.
They are Ian Redeker, Ashley
Hecher, Laura Stitz, Bishop
John Corriveau, Julia Stitiz,
Michael Helmer And Father
Jim Mchugh
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“Our core values guide us in everything we do.”
For more than 125 years, our core values have been tied to our identity as a Catholic family fraternal
society. From the time of our first death benefit payment of $970 in 1885 to the more than
$205 million we paid last year, our principles remain unchanged. Our purpose is to protect the
financial well-being of Knights and their families, and our core values guide us in everything we do.

Rita Nutini (left) and Danielle Klassen (right)

Trail Parishes Congratulate
New Trail Royalty
Our prayerful best wishes and congratulations go out to Miss Danielle Klassen
(Miss Trail 2008) and Miss Rita Nutini (First Princess 2008) who became royalty
ambassadors for our city this past May. Both Danielle and Rita are faithful members
of the Parish Community and both belong to the Choir in their parishes. Coffee
after Mass Receptions was held for both girls in their parishes to congratulate them.
We are very proud of the two of you.

Knights of
Columbus News

The Insurance Marketplace Standards Association cites the Knights of Columbus as a leader in
ethical sales and marketing practices. They credit our Marketing Code of Ethics, modeled on the
Ten Commandments, as one of the industry’s best practices.
As a matter of policy, we will not invest any of our $14 billion in assets in any company involved in
abortion or pornography, or other practices that violate Catholic teaching. We have achieved
consistently strong profitability year after year without such investments. As a result, we are able
to provide you and your family with an excellent financial foundation for your future, while
continuing to uphold our commitment to the highest moral and ethical standards. And that’s
our commitment to you.
- Carl A. Anderson, SupremeKnight

Call Toll Free: 1-866-571-5632 Email: VENDERBUHSAGENCYMAIL@KOFC.ORG
Put your Money where your Faith is.

Mexico
Mission
brings
blessings
John Campbell, B.Sc., M.Ed.
Principal
Edward
Frison, B.Ed.
Vice-principal
By Edward Frison

At the 97th Annual General
Meeting of the BC and Yukon Knights
of Columbus, a resolution was
passed by the delegates in support of
our Canadian Troops overseas. The
attached pictures Sir Knight Duane
Simpson a member of Fr Brabant
Assembly and St Patrick’s Council
7934 in Victoria BC, presenting our
letter of support for our Canadian

troops to the Vice Chief of Defence
Staff Natynczyk. The Chief of the
Defence Staff General Hillier was
repatriating a Canadian soldier at the
time and was therefore unavailable
for the presentation. Attached is the
letter of support written by State
Deputy Dan O’Hara as a result of a
resolution made at our recent State
Convention held 25-27 April, 2008.

KELOWNA – Immaculata Regional
High School was once again blessed
with 22 students and 11 staff and parents
who answered God’s call to live and
share the Good News as missionaries
in Mexico. After countless hours of
fund raising, the Mission Team at
Immaculata Regional High School,
traveled to Cuauhtemoc in the state of
Chihuahua, Mexico to build two houses
for very needy families. In 2005, our
school was approached by citizens of
Cuauhtemoc to move our missionary
focus from Tijuana to their community.
This was made possible by tremendous
support form the City of Cuauhtemoc

and the Gutierrez family.
We spent a year developing a mission
plan that included designing our own
house plans, outlining the required
infrastructure to accomplish the task, and
ﬁrming up plans on raising the necessary
funds. We have now built 4 new homes
in Cuauhtémoc and have been asked by
the community leaders there to build a
neighborhood. The work is exhausting
but exciting and incredibly worthwhile.
It is equally rewarding for us to not
only see the fruits of our labours, but
to see the awakening of discipleship in
our students as they realize they indeed
have the heart of a missionary.
All of us that have participated in
the school’s missionary work have been
profoundly changed by the experience.
It is a great thing to know that all these
young people will very likely continue
dealing with social justice issues their
whole lives. Our mission continues to
prosper because of the great support
we have from our community and it
is constantly evolving as new needs
are presented to us. We are continuing
looking forward to providing shelter
and opportunity for change to the people
who are too oppressed by poverty to
help themselves, and we thank God that
the Spirit continues to nurture a heart of
a missionary in all who participate.
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Smiles say it all for Church’s new roof
CRANBROOK – Two fund raising events were held April 4 – 5 at Christ the Servant church. First
was the “Raise the Roof” concert by the Bisset choir, second was the Spaghetti Dinner. Both events
helped ﬁnance the church’s new roof. Below are pictures taken from the two events.
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The picture shows St. Mary’s Catholic’s grade four class
who were the winners of the Penny Drive (Their class
raised the most money and there were only 17 of them!)
The students in the school raised over $3100.00. The
students decided to spend the funds on sponsoring one
night at the local men’s shelter, buying an additional
instrument for the band program for a student who
cannot afford one, provide a free school swimming
day in June, and then to
divide the funds among
the classrooms for special
projects.

St. Mary’s
School

Holy Cross School Expands Great News
PENTICTON – We
have much to celebrate at
Holy Cross. Many of our
students received their First
Reconciliation and Eucharist
and, on Pentecost Sunday,
our Grade Seven students
received the Sacrament
of Conﬁrmation. It was a
wonderful celebration and
many parishioners from St.
John Vianney, St. Ann’s and
Holy Child Parish were able
to meet, for the ﬁrst time,

Bishop John Corriveau, OFM
Cap.
Ms. Letendre and Mr. Keilty
had their students participating
in the District Science Fair.
Katherine Harries and Kelsey
Des Roches won in their
category and both advanced to
the Regionals.
Our Grade 4 and 5 students
participated in the Kaleden
Cross Country Run and several
of our students placed in the top

10 in their age groups. Grade 5
student Nicole Mann won First
overall in her category.
Grade 4, 5, and 6 participated
in the District Track meet and
achieved some excellent results.
Miss Toﬁn and some very
dedicated parents chaperoned
the Grade 7 students on their
trip to Camp Thunderbird on
Vancouver Island.
June 19 and 20 were very
special at Holy Cross as the

entire school had the privilege
of working with Dr. Sophie
Lavieri, a Chemistry Professor
from Simon Fraser University,
and her husband, Mr. Luis
Lavieri, a Chemical Engineer.
The Science and Innovators SIS
program is sponsored by Science
World in Vancouver. The Lavieri
team travels to schools to bring
“hands on” science experiments
to school children of all ages.
Over the two days students made
ice-cream, extracted DNA from

strawberries, worked
with invisible ink and
made individualized
rockets.
The great news
for Holy Cross is that
in September we are
expanding to include
a Grade Eight class. In
addition, a Preschool
and after school care
program is also being
implemented.

Stations near completion
By Don McHugh

Much progress was made
this past summer towards
the completion of the
Stations of the Cross shrine
in Radium Hot Springs.
The pathway was paved,
thanks to the generosity of
a longtime parish couple.
The information kiosk was
completed, and much of
the rock work around the
stations was completed.
This spring should see the
completion of the rock
work and installation of the
signage at the information
kiosk. Two of the remaining
ﬁve sculptings are presently
under production, and are

scheduled to be on site and
installed by the end of May.
On Good Friday, before
the celebration of the Lord’s
Passion we prayed the Stations
of the Cross with about 140
people and Father Jim McHugh,
accompanied by a Knights
of Columbus honour guard,
to recall the great sacriﬁce
Jesus made for us. This short
pilgrimage of the faithful was
a beautiful beginning for us
as we ended the Stations with
the reading of the Passion and
Holy Communion attended by
a packed church in Radium.

anticipate even greater
numbers this summer.
The Stations of the
Cross site is becoming
a very popular point
of
interest
with
tourists visiting the
area. We estimate that
approximately $85,000 is still
required to cover the cost of
completing the remaining three
stations. If anyone wishes to
make a donation in memory
of their deceased loved ones
or speciﬁc intentions please
contact Fr. Jim McHugh at
Canadian Martyr’s Parish in
Invermere.

We estimate that in excess
of three thousand people
visited the shrine last year, and

If you are traveling through
Radium, you can ﬁnd the
shrine located above the church

parking lot behind St. Joseph’s church. Please stop by
and enjoy a few minutes of prayerful relaxation. The
Invermere/Radium council of the Knights of Columbus
has made it their major project this year, to assist the
committee in completing this project.
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Holy Family Fernie
celebrates with Bishop John

GOD
is not
asleep
We all need to know, and know
deeply and experientially NOW:
“GOD IS NOT ASLEEP!” “GOD
HAS NOT FORSAKEN US OR
FORGOTTEN US!”
Recently at Marywood, where I
live and minister, we had the delight
of a visit from one of the ﬁrst sisters
of our CND community that came to
Cranbrook over 25 years ago. Her
mission is now in Cameroon, Africa
working in solidarity with a faith
ﬁlled people who face incredible
poverty each day- starvation,
Aids, death, lack of resources and
oppressive corruption.
Before she left, Sr. Marilyn said to
me, on the one hand, I have difﬁculty
with the Gospel invitation we hear
today.
“Therefore, I tell you do not worry
about your life, what you will eat or
what you will drink...”
My people do worry and I do
too! On the other hand she said
the foundation of my people’s faith
is rooted in a simple, and for them
unbelievably true expression, said
often in the direst of situations:
GOD IS NOT ASLEEP!
It seems the people who have little
worry most about TODAY and those
who have much and are comfortable
worry more about TOMORROW
and sustaining their level of comfort/
security. One recession and it could
all be gone...both those who are
poor and those who are rich are
surrounded by messages of FEAR...
we are constantly bombarded by
such messages in our life, sometimes
even in our religious institutions.

Easter Lilies mark the resurrection story in Princeton, BC

The Gospel’s Good News given
by Jesus is and must be always the
most enduring antidote to FEAR
AND ANXIETY. Jesus tells us fear
really is useless what we need is
TRUST!!
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Jesus stance and strategy
in the way he lived his life
was not one that used FEAR
TACTICS...the
opposite
of rising fundamentalism.
Jesus was constantly inviting
us out of the House of fear
and into the House of love/
trust. “Your heavenly Father
knows that you need all these
THINGS. But strive ﬁrst for
the Kingdom of God and his
righteousness (justice and
living in right-relationship),
and all these things will be
given you as well.”
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Marywood’s Family
Program with Melanie
Miller and Sister
Denise (facilitators)
and children, parents
and grandparents

Haven’t we already
experienced this in our
lives? Do we desire to grow
in this spirit?
This single-hearted focus
on God’s Kingdom and not
our own little “kingdoms/
queendoms” must begin
in our own hearts ﬁrst, and
only after that will its effect
be deep and lasting in our
institutional lives,
both
in our church and in our
world. We live in times
when the call to full and critically
aware discipleship could not be
more urgent. We need to discover
the courage, love, generosity, and
simplicity, of the little child in the
Gospel story that is called upon to
share his/her seemingly meagre
loaves and ﬁshes. When we choose
powerlessness and indifference we
betray our deepest call and deepest
goodness.
As “partners in the mission” of Jesus
we are reminded of Jesus’ words:
You yourselves give them something
to eat.”
Sister Nina Glinski CND, Marywood
Retreat Center, Cranbrook, BC
In reﬂecting on the life of Marywood
(your retreat center in the East
Kootenays) this past year, Sister
Denise and I have been especially
grateful for the partnership of
men and women in the mission.
We counted over 16 people who
have offered their gifts in our
programs/activities and countless
more volunteers whose service is
invaluable. God’s grace and growth

have been evident. God is really not
asleep!

Here are a few photos of some of our
“partners in mission”.

Marywood’s Seniors
of Grace with Arline
Davis, Sister Nina
(facilitators) and Donna
Vanlerberg, Grace Gill
and Marianne Maier
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Immaculata
School holds fast to
historic past

caring and sharing domain.
At a recent school assembly
Mrs. Dana Webster, President of the
Okanagan Valley Particular Council
of the Society of St. Vincent de Paul,
presented Nigel Edwards and Scott
Lawler, Student Council President
and Vice President respectively and
School Principal John Campbell with
a banner acknowledging Immaculata
as a Principal Benefactor of the
Society.
“Your care and concern and
sharing with those less fortunate in
our community is truly outstanding
and worthy of special recognition.
You are one with Blessed Frederic
Ozanam and his four colleagues in
their early twenties who founded
the Society of St. Vincent de Paul
at the Sorbonne University in Paris
in 1833, and has now spread to 132
countries worldwide,” commented
Mrs. Webster in making
the presentation.

By Reg Humphries

KELOWNA - K.L.O.
Road, the home address
of Immaculata Regional
High School, Kelowna’s
Catholic high school, is
a road with a link to the
city’s historic past and its
future. The Mission of the
Immaculate Conception
founded by Father Charles
Pandosy and the Oblates of
Mary Immaculate is a short distance
from the modern school, and K.L.O.
Road - Kelowna Land and Orchards
- links the productive orchards of the
southeast bench-lands to Okanagan
Lake and the water transport that
carried the produce to the rest of the
country in the years before highways
and rail.
Immaculata is also part of the
educational link to the future together
with many of the schools that are on
or in close proximity to KLO Road.
Graduates of these schools will pass
on to Okanagan College or UBC
Okanagan taking the students from
the Okanagan Valley to a wider world
of academics or sporting culture
way beyond the interior of British
Columbia.
As a Catholic school, Immaculata
Regional High School has a mandate

that goes
beyond academics and
sporting achievements. Its mission is
to nurture and enhance the values and
traditions of our Catholic faith that
began in the homes, were encouraged
in St. Joseph’s Primary School and
the parish catechetical programs,
and moved towards maturity in
Immaculata.
Our newspapers and media report
often on the achievements of the
Mustangs, Immaculata’s sports teams,
and the honour rolls of Immaculata
students but too often those activities
that reﬂect the Gospel values of
caring and sharing with those less
fortunate in society do not make the
headlines. The walls of the school’s
gymnasium and the trophy case in
the main hallway reﬂect success in
academics and sporting achievement
and now have been joined by a banner
that reﬂects a singular honour in the

Over the last seven
years the students through
the Student Council
sponsored 20 Hour Fast
held in October each
year have raised close
to $50,000.00 which
has been donated to the
four Conferences of the
Society in Kelowna,
and formerly to the
Winﬁeld Benevolent
Society,
for
use
in funding their
Christmas Hamper
drives. The school is the largest
contributor to this very important
aspect of community giving.
Mrs. Fran Hooker, sponsor teacher
of the Student Council, remembers
the ﬁrst Fast that took place in 2000.
“We had an expectation that 20 to
30 students might participate in this
Friday afternoon to Saturday noon
activity. To participate students had
to make a minimum contribution
of $20.00 and sleep over in the
school and take part in the planned
activities. We were totally blown
away when 160 students showed
up!” The number has grown over
the years and as a result of the 2007
Fast the Student Council was able to
distribute $5200.00 to the four SVP
Conferences in November 2007.
The Fast is just one of the activities
of the Student Council sponsors to
fundraise for community causes. The

school year begins with the Terry
Fox Run for the Cure for Cancer and
the Mexico Mission requires ongoing
planning and fundraising. School
Vice-Principal Ed Frison couples
his administrative duties, classroom
teaching, and the demands of a VP
with this sortie into the Third World
at the Spring Break. The Christmas
Snowball Dance has an admission
price that sees contributions of cash
or canned goods to the Food Bank
or St. Vincent de Paul. Each year the
Graduating Class picks out a charity
to donate to - recent years have seen
contributions in the $500.00 range go
to the Cancer Society or the furnishing
of the Young Persons Psychiatric
Ward at Kelowna General Hospital.
Principal John Campbell endorsed
the role of the students, his trustees
and teachers and support staff, the
parents, and the Catholic faithful in
the following words.
“Our school mission statement
says it all, “We are an educational
community pursuing excellence and
developing the whole person, while
striving to see and bring forth Christ
in others.’ Too often we hear through
the media of all the shortcomings of
our youth today. Although we don’t
always hear about the benevolent
efforts of our staff and students,
rest assured, they are truly making
a difference in our community and
world at large. We encourage our
students to be counter-cultural in
their way of thinking and to look for
ways to support those less fortunate
than themselves.”
Typically 10% from the proceeds
of any event held at the school go to
charity. Students reach out to help
beyond giving money and students
can be found volunteering at the DropIn Centre, at the Christmas Party
hosted by ICC St. Vincent de Paul,
or packing hampers for the Salvation
Army Church. Mrs. Hooker is, in her
own words, “adamant we reach out
to other communities and not forget
that ‘Catholic’ means universal.”
Every student at Immaculata
is expected to do thirty hours of
community service each year as they
spend as an Immaculata student and
many go well beyond the 150 hours
in the course of their ﬁve years at
the beautiful campus on KLO Road
- the road to a future of faith in the
Gospel teachings of Christ. They are
a beacon of faith and pride to the
Catholic community of Kelowna.
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Returning to Spirit
By Mary Richardson, Lay
Pastoral Worker, First
Nations, East Kootenays

Returning to Spirit is a
residential school healing and
reconciliation program. Marc
Pizansawatc, an Algonquin,
of Ni-gann Training Group
designed the program at
the request of Sister Ann
Thompson and Bishop Denis
Croteau of Mackenzie FortSmith Diocese. It was ﬁrst
piloted in Mackenzie Fort
–Smith Diocese and now has
been delivered over 100 times
in the last six years from B.C.
to Ontario. It is a three part
program. Part One is a 5-day
intensive workshop for First
Nations only. Part two is a 5day intensive workshop with
religious communities, priests,
non-First Nations lay persons.
Part Three is, a separate 2day workshop for each group
based
in
communication
and preparing them for the
“coming together of both
groups. Then both groups
come together for a 3-day
workshop for communication
and completion. Healing and
reconciliation take place all
through the process.
I had the privilege of
attending Part Two in March at
Star of the North Retreat Centre
in St. Albert, Alberta. All
their workshops had been for
Catholic Groups until now as
I attended the ﬁrst Ecumenical
workshop presented. There
were 22 participants from
across Canada, (Parksville,
Prince
George,
Victoria,
B.C. Edmonton, Calgary,
Wabasca, McLennan, Alberta,
Southend, Sask. Winnipeg,
Manitoba, Sackville, N.B).
Five Christian denominations
were represented: Presbyterian,
Mennonite, Anglican, United
and Roman Catholic. The
team was comprised of 8
co-trainers from Western
Canada and Master Trainer
Marc
Pizandawatc
from
Calgary. The program was
hosted by Bishop Gerard

Pettipas, Roman Catholic
Bishop of the Archdiocese of
Grourard-McLennan and also
a participant in the workshop.
The program explores the
process of creating possibilities
for individuals and groups
to consciously let go of past
issues and to empower them
to move forward. It is focused
strictly on facilitating a process
for individuals to move ahead
in life, creating a future based
in empowerment rather than
creating a future which is based
on creating more of the past.
In this program, we ﬁrst
took a look at how we become
stuck in our past issues and how
they play out in our present life
and how it affects our future.
We have all had signiﬁcant
events and experiences that
have shaped our lives. These
experiences are our story
and some pages of our story
have enriched our lives while
other pages of our story have
disempowered us. I have never
been in a group that connected
so quickly on our ﬁrst day
as we were going through
this process. It was simply
amazing how we all came
together to fully participate
through discussions, personal
exercises and group processes.
It was like we were meant to
be there, together, working
through a process not only for
our work with First Nations but
for ourselves as well.
We took a profound look at
how residential school events
have played out in the lives
of our First Nation people.
Not only is residential school
an event that happened in the
past, but it also plays out in the
present and affects possibilities
of the future. For many of
us, including myself, I don’t
believe we realize how much
of the past mirrors our present
lives and how it does affect
what happens in the future.
This workshop gives you
the information and tools
toward self-discovery: how
you see life, your beliefs,

and how to discover new
insights into your life, through
personal breakthrough and
empowerment. I never really
liked the word empowerment,
for me it meant giving someone
power or control., in other
words giving it away. Now I
have a better understanding
of what empowerment means,
giving a person control of their
life, to self-discover who they
are and can be in this life. It
was an eye opener for me. The
program gets you out of “being
stuck,” helps you to break new
ground, and empowers you as
an individual to step outside
of the normal way of seeing
things. The program is a vehicle
for self-discovery to assist you
in creating new openings and
new possibilities for your life.
The process seems very
simple as you see it presented
to you, however it is very
challenging, but also very
healing. The most important
aspect is that it creates a forum
for reconciliation. Some of
the comments throughout the
week were: “I now understand
both sides of the Residential
School Story,” “This process
charts a path of integrity and
authenticity,” “It is a real eye
opener in honest evaluation of
human dynamics!”
I have attended many
workshops throughout my
life, but this one stands out for
me, because it is transforming
through its simple clarity on
how to move forward from past
experiences that are counter
productive in one’s life.
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GRACE
Grace to be
Grace to have
Grace to hold
work anywhere: in parish
communities, in corporations,
even in governments. The focus
is to move people forward
through principles of person
empowerment and the work
of “Returning to Spirit” can
go beyond healing to provide
conditions for transformation
in personal, family, community
and organizational life.
It was a phenomenal
experience and I would
recommend this Program to
anyone who is interested. If
you wish to learn more about
this program and
where
the “Returning to Spirit”
Workshops are being held:
contact Marc Pizandawatc or
Anne Taylor, Co-Executive
Directors at 403-244-3963 or
email info@returningtospirit.
org or check out their website
at www.returningtospirit.org.

Grace to see
Grace to hear
Grace to love
Grace breathed
upon the air
Grace dispersed
upon the wind
Grace scattered
upon the waters
Grace within
Received and given
Trusting
That all is grace
By: H.M. Forest-Coultry

Carol Penno accepting bursary
from Nancy Simms on behalf of
Bianca Pecora (Golden) CMIC

We were a group of 22
participants, 9 facilitators that
barely new each other at the
onset of this workshop; yet
most of us left this Program
with an indelible mark: that we
moved forward empowering
ourselves and each other.
The “Returning to Spirit”
Program was designed for
reconciliation
within
the
context of residential school
issues that have impacted our
First Nations People as well
as Religious Communities
and our Society in General.
When I look at “Returning
to Spirit” I see that it can

Spiritual Development Chairperson, Carol Penno accepts
the bursary from Nancy Simms on behalf of Golden’s
Bianca Pecora during the BC & Yukon CWL’s 61st
Annual Convention, May 29 – June 1, in Williams Lake.
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Easter Sunday Celebration
at St. Eugene Mission

Youthful

Impressions

By Mary
Richardson, Lay
Pastoral Worker,
First Nations,
East Kootenays

The past few years have
seen a number of children
being born among young
Ktunaxa First Nation families
in the East Kootenays. Easter
Sunday, although early this
year became a celebration of
new life within the Nation
with ten baptisms taking
place and four First Eucharist
Candidates. With the church
being closed, a conference
room at the St. Eugene Mission
Resort, St. Mary’s Reserve.
Cranbrook, B.C. was used
for the Easter Sunday Mass
Celebration. However with the
number of families and friends
and relatives in attendance
the room became too small
very quickly and people
overﬂowed in the hallway to
celebrate this special feast day
of Christ’s Resurrection and
to celebrate new life in Christ
through the baptisms of their
children. Father Beloso quickly
commented at the beginning of
the Mass, that the small room
was for a small priest and there
were smiles and laughter all
around.
Those being baptized were:
Madia Thomas, Danielle Barr,
Jordan & Brooklyn Scout,
Aiyana Twigg, Abel Downey,
Rose Fletcher, Charmaine
Pelly, Kelly Scout and Evelyn

Gus. Local musicians and choir
from Christ the Servant Parish
assisted with songs and Easter
Sunday Music Liturgy to help
mark the joyous occasion of
our aboriginal people. Elders
and family members came
from Creston and Grasmere to
join in the celebration. Father
Conrado Beloso expressed in
his homily: “Resurrection is
new life in Christ and these
children are an expression of
new life for Christ and for our
families.”
When the time came for the
baptisms, the families lined up
in unison in front of the altar
and the room seemed to light
up with smiles and joy as each
child was baptized at the water
font. Two were youths, age 13
and 17, who had to bow lower
over the baptismal bowl so
that Father Beloso could pour
the baptismal water over their
heads.. Following the baptisms,
there was a real sense of joy and
happiness for all of us gathered
and music and song ﬁlled the
air.
We continued the celebration
with Eucharist and 4 Candidates
ranging in age from 7 to 13
received Eucharist for the ﬁrst
time. Tarryn Gravelle who
attends St. Mary’s School in
Cranbrook desired to receive

Eucharist at the Mission on
Easter Sunday, while some of
her cousins were being baptized
at the same celebration. Justin
Casimer & Kolton Johnstone
have been long time catechism
students of mine and desired
to go further in the faith with
receiving Eucharist. Charmaine
Pelly a junior high school
student, being the oldest of
the communion candidates
received both Baptism and
First Eucharist on this special
day. You could feel a sense of
joy and celebration throughout
the entire Resurrection Mass.
Following
Sunday Mass,
the celebration
goodies at the

the
Easter
we continued
with cake and
Ktunaxa Child

& Family Building. Also many
families continued celebrating
at home with Easter Dinner and
festivities.
At this time I would like to
mention that we are making
some efforts to move forward
with new architectural plans
and proposals for restoring the
Historical St. Eugene Mission
Church at St. Mary’s Reserve.
We are seeking further funding
to ﬁnally begin the ﬁrst stage
of re-doing the foundation of
the church. Donations can be
sent to the St. Eugene Church
Restoration Society c/o St.
Mary’s Band Administration,
7470 Mission Road, Cranbrook,
B.C. V1C 7E5

Trail Parishes Celebrate the
Sacraments of First Holy
Communion and Confirmation
First Holy Communion was celebrated in the Trail
Parishes at OLPH on Sunday May 4th with Father Gabriel
as celebrant. Many thanks to the parents, teachers and
volunteers who helped make this day so wonderful for our
children.
The Sacrament of Conﬁrmation was celebrated on
Wednesday May 7th with Bishop John Corriveau as
celebrant. The young people and the parishioners were
impressed and in awe over Bishop Corriveau’s captivating
homily. A reception for the Conﬁrmation class was held in
the overﬂow afterwards. This was also an opportunity for
members of the parish to meet and greet our new Bishop.

Easter vigil at
St. Rita’s was
a family affair
By - Diane Prince

We experienced a once in a
lifetime opportunity when we
represented St. Joseph School
at the ordination Mass of
Bishop John Corriveau, OFM
Capuchin. It was amazing to
see all the bishops and clergy
from around the world who
were attending this very special
event. The part that touched us
the most took place when all of
the bishops placed their hands
on Bishop Corriveau’s head
and blessed him. While we
knelt and sang the Litany of the
Saints, he prostrated himself on
the ﬂoor before the altar. We
were very surprised!
It was a very joyful
ceremony; there were tears of
gladness and many big smiles.
Though it was very difﬁcult
and sad to see Bishop Eugene
Cooney retire, we believe
that Bishop Corriveau will
be a wonderful bishop. We
will continue to pray for him
as he shepherds our diocese
and for Eugene Cooney in his
retirement.
St. Joseph Students
Alexandra Gr. 7,
Shadae Gr. 6

RIP
Father
James J.
Morelli
1910–2008

CASTLEGAR - Kristen Gregory obtained the sacraments of
baptism, conﬁrmation and 1st Eucharist, while hubby, Bud completed
his initiation by being conﬁrmed.
The Bullock family saw dad, Casey baptized, conﬁrmed and
receive his 1st Eucharist and daughter, Jade conﬁrmed also. Then on
top of it all Casey and wife, Renee had their marriage blessed. It was
a grace-ﬁlled night for these two families and our parish family.
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A Pilgrim’s Reflections
on El Camino
By Bishop Eugene Cooney
Bishop Emeritus of Nelson

Father Conrado Beloso, our
editor, and Bishop John have
asked me to write a reﬂection
on El Camino, the walking
pilgrimage to Saint James
(Santiago) de Compostela in
northern Spain.
On April 22nd I ﬂew from
Calgary to Madrid with a priestfriend from Calgary, Father
Stephenson. After spending a
few days with friends of Father
Stephenson in southern Spain
we ﬂew back to Pamplona in
Northern Spain where we joined
17 other persons from various
places of the western world:
from Canada, the United States,
Finland, Australia, England,
Italy and Spain. Together, we
formed a community of pilgrims
who had signed up for a thirteen
and one- half day walk of 260
kilometers to the Cathedral of
Saint James de Compostela in
Santiago, Northern Spain. This
pilgrim’s walk is called ‘El
Camino’. Camino is the Spanish
word for way, journey, road,
path. However, the Camino
or El Camino usually refers to
the pilgrimage to Santiago de
Compostela.
I had heard of this pilgrimage
in a passing kind of way over the
past few years. Then early this
year Father Stephenson phoned
and suggested that we sign up
for the two-week option of El
Camino. (This involved thirteen
full days of walking plus a halfday spent in meeting with the
other members of our particular
community of pilgrims and in
walking for 6 or 7 kilometers into
Roncesvalles which is next to the
French Border in Northeastern
Spain.)
Then, after committing myself
to the pilgrimage, I began hearing
about the pilgrimage from
manifold quarters, both through
word of mouth and reading.
Pointedly, Sister Margaret gave
me a book on El Camino, as did
Father Harry Clarke. Moreover,
I began meeting people who had

done all or part of the Camino or
intend to do it, or whose relatives
had completed the El Camino.
Indeed, one of the organists of
St. Mary’s in Cranbrook, Betty
Clarkson told me that she had
walked 150 kilometers on the El
Camino, a year or two ago.
In my reading I discovered
that the Camino was the most
popular pilgrimage of the Middle
Ages with millions (literally!) of
pilgrims trekking the Camino.
Indeed, religious historians tell
us that half a million pilgrims
each year walked the Camino
in the 11th and 12th centuries.
Moreover, the starting point for
the Camino in the Middle Ages
was Rue de St. Jacques in Paris.
I was initially intrigued about
why this walking pilgrimage was
so very popular in the Middle
Ages, and why it is steadily
growing in popularity today.
(Currently about 1,000 pilgrims
each day, during the summer
months commence the Camino,
from various starting points.)
However, after completing
the Camino I realized that its
popularity spontaneously ﬂows
out of its extraordinary power
to draw each pilgrim into a
profound and sustained reﬂection
upon the direction and substance
of his or her life, upon what is of
permanent and lasting value in
the passing parade of life’s events
and relationships and upon what
is supporting or hindering our
life’s pilgrimage toward and
within God’s gracious offering
of eternal life.
I think that most, if not all,
of the Camino pilgrims would
express a reﬂection similar
to the above. Of course in
the Middle Ages the pilgrims
undertook the Camino because
a journey to the tomb of an
apostle-martyr was truly a pious
thing to do. Moreover, it was
also a wise and prudent way of
seeking the prayerful support
and intercession of the apostlemartyr for one’s own journey
to eternal communion with the
living God, in the company of
the sole mediator between God

and oneself, Jesus Christ.
The apostle-martyr who has
inspired the El Camino is Saint
James the Great. He was the ﬁrst
Christian martyr, after Stephen.
He was one of the 12 apostles.
He was a ﬁsherman. His father
was Zebedee, and his mother
was Salome who, according to
one tradition, was the sister of
Mary the Mother of Jesus.
Now, the local tradition in
Santiago says that Saint James
responded to Jesus’ command
to preach the Gospel to the
ends of the earth, by going
to Santiago.
Why Santiago?
Because Santiago was viewed
at that time, as the edge or the
end of the earth (from the Latin
ﬁnis terra) where the sun went
down. The tradition goes on
to speak of the initial mediocre
impact of Saint James’ preaching
on the population of that region.
Then the Blessed Virgin Mary
appeared to him in Zaragon
upon a pillar between two choirs
of angels.
Strengthened by
this revelation, James attracted
many converts and inspired the
building of a Church around the
pillar. This was the ﬁrst church
ever to be dedicated to Mary.
James then returned to
Jerusalem where he was
beheaded by the Romans in the
year 44 A.D. But as Edwin
Mullins relates in his book The
Pilgrimage to Santiago his
story does not end there. For
if it did there would have been
no El Camino, no pilgrimage to
Santiago. The history of Saint
James de Compostela goes on
to recount how the parts of Saint
James’ decapitated body were
removed from Jerusalem to Jaffa
on the coast, Mediterranean
coast, where they were placed
in a boat which made its way to
the end of the Mediterranean sea,
up the Atlantic ocean, to the Bay
of Padron in northwest Spain.
There the body of the martyr was
given Christian burial in a large
stone cofﬁn.
Then, as we know from
history, the Romans left Spain
and the Visigoths came. They
were followed by the Moorish
invasion from North Africa.
Consequently, this corner of
Christian presence in Europe

was besieged and overcome, for
a time, by Islam. As a result of
all of these happenings the tomb
of Saint James was forgotten for
750 years.
The tomb was discovered
in the early decades of the 9th
century, within a few years of the
crowning of Charlemagne who
defended Christianity against the
spread of Islam.
The speciﬁc details of the
discovery of Saint James’ tomb
are surrounded by various local
traditions of Santiago. A central
and an attractive tradition or
legend is the revelation in
a dream to a hermit named
Pelagius of Saint James’ burial
place. In his vision Pelagius saw
a star shining on a place in a ﬁeld
which he recognized. Pelagius
went to the ﬁeld and dug in the
place where the star shone. He
uncovered Saint James’ bones.
So the tradition relates! This
tradition gave rise to the name
Saint James or in Spanish San
Tiago de Compostela from
Campus Stellae (the ﬁeld of the
Star.)
A second tradition which has
given rise to a primary symbol of
the El Camino is a scallop shell.
The shell tells people that the
wearer of the shell (I wear one on
a cord around my neck) is on the
pilgrimage to Santiago. When
the pilgrim continues to wear it
after completing the pilgrimage
it is a sign that he or she has done
the El Camino successfully.
There is a fascinating
legendary account of how the
scallop shell became a central
El Camino sign. The legend
recounts that Saint James’
followers interrupted a wedding
party as they carried his cofﬁn to
land from the boat in which they
traveled. The horse of the groom
spooked and bolted into the sea
with the groom on its back. The
onlookers feared that the groom
and his horse had drowned.
However, miraculously, by the
prayerful intercession of Saint
James, both the groom and his
horse emerged from the sea’s
raging waters with scallop shells
clinging to horse and rider.
All of the facts and legends
which make up the story of The
Camino are intriguing, engaging
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and haunting.
However, for
me and, I would propose, for
the millions of pilgrims who
have completed the Camino its
deepest and most enduring grace
is twofold.
First, the set time – and the
sustained rhythm - of daily
walking, four or ﬁve, or more,
hours each day, at the rate of 4
to 5 kilometers each hour, with
no distractions of newspapers,
radio, television, appointments or
assignments, frees up the mind to
focus , quietly and penetratingly,
on one’s personal life and to raise
the questions: who am I? Why
am I here? What am I doing?
Where am I going? What is my
relationship with Jesus?
Secondly, being a member of
a company of pilgrims, both in
an immediate sense of one’s own
assigned or chosen community,
and in a broader sense of being
numbered among the ﬂood of
pilgrims who arrive in Santiago
on the same day to celebrate
Eucharist, gives one a deep sense
of solidarity with all persons.
(There were approximately 7,000
pilgrims who gathered for holy
Mass on Pentecost Sunday.) Our
own particular community of
pilgrims and the fuller company
of all of the pilgrims on the El
Camino with us was a microcosm
of the whole human family on
pilgrimage to its eternal destiny.
The Camino brought me to a
new awareness that we are all
in this great adventure together.
Moreover, the Camino gave me
a fresh conviction of faith that
our future has been absolutely
secured for us – and irrevocably
pledged to us - in Christ
Jesus. For He has victoriously
completed the pilgrimage, not to
Santiago but to eternal life, in our
humanity. And, Jesus, our risen
Lord traveled the Camino of life,
and endured the dark passage of
passion and death, for each and
all of us.
Also, doing the El Camino
gave me a new appreciation of
the need to slow down, to move
along, steadily and faithfully
– and joyously.
Buen Camino!
Happy
traveling all, today and
everyday!
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Nelson
students
enjoy
reading
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Children at St Joseph School in
Nelson celebrated Family Literacy
week in January by “Rocking and
Reading” in the School Library.
Students took turns in a rocking
chair in from of our ‘ﬁreplace’. It
was a great hit with students of all

ages. The Library was a busy place
all week with children submitting
“Radical Reads” – reviewing and
recommending books to their friends.
Some reviews were so ﬁlled with
enthusiasm and a love of reading
that they were selected to be shared

with the whole school. There was
a draw for prizes in which students
won fantastic new books. It was a
super event promoting reading at
school and at home.

Oliver students raise
money for Penticton
Religious Education students
from Christ the King Parish in
Oliver participated in a year- long
fundraising effort to raise money
and awareness for Discovery House
in Penticton. This project started
off being a service endeavor for
the Grade 7 Conﬁrmation class and
grew into involving all the students.
Discovery House is a spirituallybased recovery home for men who
are wanting to ﬁnd a new way of
life. It offers a 90 day program to
addicts of drugs and/or alcohol,
focusing on healing the body, mind
and spirit, while providing them
with a safe and drug-free place
to live. It places an emphasis on
education about addictions, relapse
prevention, nutrition, exercise,
building a support network and reestablishing contact with family. As
well, they help to access community
resources for counseling, mental
health management and life skills

training.
The children from our Parish
collected $1006.05 by holding
penny drives, mufﬁn and bake sales,
a rafﬂe, jelly bean count contest and
a fun movie night. At our Year End
Catechism Mass, the cheque was
presented to Fr. Pat Monette, Pastor
of the Penticton Catholic Parishes.

Students from Oliver Grade 3
class proudly display their poster
and monies collected during
their Sunday morning bake sale.
Grade 6 students baking with
their teacher Mrs. Lima for their
upcoming bake sale, in Oliver.
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Cathedral of Mary Immaculate CWL Members
Left to Right:
Mary Murphy,
Judy Togomi,
Joyce Zarikoff,
Catherine
Wack, Lucille
Dulcano,
Gladys
Zukowski,
Margaret
Kowalelphyn

The Cathedral of Mary Immaculate Catholic Women’s League celebrated
their 75th Anniversary on February 16, 2008. We celebrated a Mass at
10:00 a.m. With Bishop John Corriveau giving a homily and our Spiritual
Advisor and Rector, Father Jim Ratcliffe, giving a talk on the CWL and
Our Lady of Good Counsel. A lunch followed at the Hume Hotel where 50
members and guests attended.

Father Jim Ratcliffe,
Rector Cathedral of
Mary Immaculate,
Nelson, BC cutting the
75th Anniversary cake

Sister Margaret’s Golden Jubilee
beautiful cake made especially for the
occasion.

by Bonnie Bell

In Nelson, BC, on Sunday, June
8th, 2008, friends of Sister Margaret
Walsh gathered to help her to
celebrate her 50 years as a sister with
the Congregation of Notre Dame
order. The celebration started with the
10:30 Mass at which Sister Margaret
was recognized and presented with a
beautiful yellow rose corsage and after
Mass, parishioners went downstairs
to the Jubilee Room for coffee and a
special cake in her honour.

At 5 pm over 200 people gathered
for a potluck supper in the Catholic
Centre of the Cathedral of Mary
Immaculate. The students and staff of
St. Joseph School had the gymnasium
artistically decorated with a banner
and large spring ﬂowers adorning
the walls. Mary and Randy Gris kept
the event running smoothly as guests
were invited to ﬁll their plates with
a wonderful variety of food brought
by parishioners. With the food in
abundance, everyone was invited
to come back for seconds before
Sister Margaret cut into another

Then the real fun began as a variety
of well wishers came forward to offer
congratulations and good wishes.
Mayor John Dooley presented Sister
with a special award for service to
the City of Nelson. He also sang a
song about the 40 shades of green of
Ireland, which special guests Father
Harry Clarke and retired Bishop
Eugene Cooney delighted in. The
St. Joseph School choir, under the
direction of Wanda Costinak, sang 2
beautiful songs for Sister Margaret
since she is so well known to them
through her weekly visits to their
classrooms. After greetings from the
Parish Pastoral Council, the Catholic
Women’s League, and the Knights
of Columbus, all those present were
treated to a hilarious skit called “Sister
Margaret...This is Your Life” written
and acted out by Brian Deon and staff
of St. Joseph School. It was followed
by some humorous recollections
from the clergy of Sister’s work as
Pastoral Assistant during the years
of Father Wayne Pﬂiger, Father Peter
Tompkins, Father Harry Clarke,
Father Jim McHugh and Father Jim

Ratcliffe. After Sister Norma Gallant
said a few words from the CND’s,
Loree Renwick and friends concluded
the entertainment with two songs from
“Sister Act”.
Sister Margaret concluded the
evening with a lovely thank you to all
who had participated in the preparation
and all activities of the celebration.
Sister had been commended for her
50 years of service to God and the
community, which had begun when
she entered the Congregation of
Notre Dame in the summer of 1956.
Following her religious profession in
1958, Sister had continued her role
as educator, as teacher and principal
in various schools in Kingston,
Brockville and Toronto. In all her
missions, she proved herself a true
daughter of St. Marguerite Bourgeoys,
involving herself in education and the
different aspects of parish life wherever
she lived. In 1985, Sister followed a
call west to become principal of St.
Michael’s School in Trail. In 1991,
she moved to the Cathedral of Mary
Immaculate Parish in Nelson. She is
presently serving in the capacity of
Religious Education Coordinator and
Pastoral Assistant.
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The healing and guiding
power of the Eucharist

Prayer for World
Youth Day pilgrims
Lord, You have called our youth to make a journey
of faith, and with the help of Your Spirit they have
heard and answered the word
You have spoken in their hearts.
Keep them faithful to Your word and hold them
safely in the palm of Your hand as they make their
way to Sydney.
Teach them to choose life and to choose what is
right and just and true.
Help them to share with others the life You promise,
especially in service of the poor.

by Sister Denise Bérubé, CND
Over a hundred people
welcomed Dr. Nancy Reeves
and Linnea Good to Christ the
Servant Parish in Cranbrook in
March for a 3-evening Lenten
Mission inviting all to enter into
the “healing and guiding power
of the Eucharist” in our lives.
People from other Christian
denominations joined us for the
occasion.
Dr. Nancy Reeves is a
Canadian spiritual director,
author, published poet and
clinical psychologist who lives
in Victoria, BC. Linnea Good is a
United Church singer-songwriter
who lives in Summerland, BC
with her family. Reﬂecting
on her experience and that of
people she has encountered,
Nancy gave simple, yet
powerful presentations on how
participating in the Eucharistic
celebration can indeed guide
and heal us. Linnea’s music and
songs led us deeper into our
hearts where we hear the song
of God for us. How could we
not sing in return?!
How does the Eucharist
guide us and heal us? How can
we live deeper into the Eucharist
in such a way that it assists us
in making decisions that are atone with God’s desires for us

and for our world, as a way of
“discernment”? In a candid way,
Nancy led us through every part
of the Eucharistic celebration,
showing us how Christ is not
just present in a real way in
the bread and wine, but also
comes to us in other real and
concrete ways at other times
during the Eucharist, if we have
but eyes to see, ears to hear,
minds to understand, and hearts
to receive and respond. What
“guidance” do we need? What
needs “healing” in us?

This topic seemed very timely
in light of the International
Eucharistic Congress which
will take place in Quebec City
in June. Whether we can attend
the Congress or not, let us dare
to imagine the possibilities for
guidance and healing present
in the Eucharist as we bring
to it our life-questions and our
personal and communal need
for freedom.
The content of Nancy
Reeves’ presentations can be
found in a booklet entitled “The
Healing and Guiding Power of
the Eucharist” and is available
at minimal cost from Marywood
Retreat Centre (250-426-8117;
marywoodretreats@shaw.ca).

Open their minds and their hearts to the truth of the
scriptures.
Nourish them with the bread and cup of the
Eucharist.
Fill them with love for our Holy Father, Pope
Benedict XVI.
Lead our young pilgrims along the way, Lord, and
make safe their journey to You and the life You
promise us.
We ask this through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

ThinkFast 2008 – A Great Success
Two ThinkFasts were
held this past year. The ﬁrst
one took place at St. Rita’s
Parish Hall in Fruitvale on
March 1 & 2nd was again a
great success this year. We
are pleased to report that 15
youth (Gr 9-12) attended
from parishes in Trail,
Rossland, Fruitvale and
also 5 youth from Nelson.
The total pledges collected
and
Development
for
Peace came to $942 for this
weekend alone. A second
Think Fast was held for the
Grades 7 & 8 students which
began after mass on Holy
Thursday at St. Michael’s

School and concluded with the
Good Friday service at OLPH.
Total pledges for this event
were in the amount of $850.
Total for both of events came
to $1792.00. A special thanks
to all who organized both of
these events, everyone who
pledged the youth, those who
donated food, and especially
to Fr. Marcel Cote for the
wonderful mass and the use of
St. Rita’s Hall; St. Michael’s
School (for the use of the gym
for Gr 7 and Gr8’s Thinkfast),
and Father Gabriel. God Bless
all of you!!
Monique Tremblay, Norma Lind
and Evelyn Bedin
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Diocese of Nelson
pilgrims prepare for
World Youth Day
by Christine Pineault
World Youth Day is a truly
amazing experience. I attended
the one held in Toronto in
2002 as a chaperone, and 6
years later, the experience is
still with me, still affecting
my life and my faith. To be
with hundreds of thousands
of people who all believe in
God and share your faith,
and to see our Holy Father in
person is quite uplifting, to
say the least! I tell people that
being at World Youth Day was
like living in heaven for two
weeks.
We are now preparing to
attend the 21st World Youth
Day in Sydney, Australia, in
the month of July, 2008, along

with 20 youth from Princeton,
Nelson, Rock Creek, Osoyoos,
Oliver, Glenrosa, Kelowna,
Winﬁeld and Golden. Our
other 2 chaperones are Agnes
and Laurence Newman from
Princeton, and we are blessed
with having Fr. John Kellogg
from Golden accompanying
us as well.
So far, for spiritual
preparation, we have had a
group retreat in the month
of November, as well as an
evening with Bishop Joseph
Oudeman, Aux. Bishop for
Brisbane, while he was here
for the ordination of Bishop
Corriveau. This was a special
event for the pilgrims, as we
will be spending the ﬁrst 3
days of our trip in Brisbane

to celebrate Days
in the Diocese.
We also have
been
praying,
in our personal
prayer time, the
monthly prayers
for World Youth Day that are
put together by a committee in
Australia. Our pilgrims each
have a journal, which they
use during their prayer time
to write down their spiritual
journey towards World Youth
Day.
There has been MUCH
fundraising, as this is a costly
trip. Some of our fundraising
has included spiritual concerts,
Church breakfasts, selling
candles, bottle collection,
Scrapbooking, Ground Hog

What does World Youth Day mean to me?
Quotes from our pilgrims:
“I have decided
to go to WYD as
part of my journe
y of faith. My mai
n
reason for going to
WYD is to take a
step out of my co
mfort zone and be
surrounded by my
faith with a whole
bunch of different pe
ople from different
cultures of the w
orld there to shar
e
this experience w
ith me. I hope to
receive from this ex
perience a greater
understanding of
my life’s purpose.
I
believe and hope
that WYD will have
a large impact on
my faith life and
hopefully this expe
rience can show m
e
why I was meant
to be a pilgrim on
this mission!”
~ Carly Casorso -

Kelowna
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connect to Catholic youth
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h my faith.”
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-- Lakeview H

“WYD means a lot to me, and I am
counting down the
days. I want to go learn more abo
ut my faith and see
people from other countries who beli
eve and share the
same views as we do here in Canada
. I wish to receive a
better view in my religion from others.”
~ Thomas King – Winfield

volunteers in the
community. We wish
to thank the local
parishioners, parish
groups and businesses
for their generous
donations towards our
expenses.

Day Stomp!, Mardi Gras
Dinner & Dance, Babysitting,
apple pies, and much more!
Our youth are very energetic
and hard-working! They have
also done service work by
singing and playing in the
Church choirs, helping out at
CWL and Knight of Columbus
functions, serving as Lectors,
Altar Servers, Ushers and
Extraordinary Ministers of the
Eucharist at holy Mass. Many
of our youth also help out as

We will be gone
from July 9 - 24th, and
ask you to please keep
us in your prayers.
May the Lord bless
you all.

t
D because I think tha
“I want to go to WY
most important things we
community is one of the
that we as the youth of
have as Catholics, to see
just like us, all striving
the world have other youth
ationship with God our
to better our faith and rel
nd together as Catholic
Father. That we can sta
the whole world to see is
and Christian youth for
ll strengthen my resolve
a wonderful thing, and wi
eing the Holy Father and
to be a good Catholic. Se
with him is a privilege,
being able to celebrate
r all my life.”
something I will remembe
enrosa

~ Miriam Lawrence -- Gl

WYD Pilgrims from our Kelowna Group
are: Allison Goodwin-Wilson, Kayla Wiest
& Annalea Zimmer from Cathedral of Mary
Immaculate in Nelson; Travis Eek from Christ
the King, Oliver; Mary Lawrence, Miriam
Lawrence, Christine Pineault (Chaperone),
Julie Pineault & Liz Wannop from Our Lady of
Lourdes in Westbank; Carly Casorso, Marsha
Farrow, Sabrina Munday, Kaitlynn Pecora
& Sid Ruhland from St. Charles Garnier in
Kelowna; Thomas King, Kathleen Kruiper,
Trista Kruiper, Jeremy Orr, Andrea Robinson &
Krista Robinson from St. Edward’s in Winﬁeld;
Miranda Newman, Agnes & Laurence Newman
(chaperones) from St. Peter in Princeton; and Fr.
John Kellogg from Sacred Heart in Golden.
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May Crowning – Reviving a Beautiful Tradition....
By Holly Routley

Saint Charles Garnier
parish built a Grotto last
year to honour Mary.
Parishioners wanted to ﬁnd
creative ways to revitalize
some of their favourite
Marian traditions. In the
month of May, also known
as the month of Mary the
parish members were given
opportunities to learn and
renew Catholic devotions
to Our Lady culminating in
a May Crowning.
Throughout the Month
of May special ideas were
suggested in the Bulletin to
bring alive ways to honour
Mary throughout the month.
Such as; Having a family
May crowning of a statue
or picture of Mary, making
a May basket full of treats,
prayer cards, ﬂowers and
perhaps a spiritual bouquet
to give away, praying the
Rosary, a decade or a Hail
Mary as a family, reciting
the Angelus at noon, or
designing and decorating
a May altar with special
prayer cards and spiritual
reading....
A Mary May Display
Board was created for the
parish children to post
expressions of their love
and devotion to Mary our
Mother. Children of all
ages were asked to draw a
picture, write a poem, or
an essay. Each week items
were added to the display.
Their art and literature
expressed who Mary was
to them. Some spoke of her
as their heavenly mother,
others as their role model
and friend. Several little
artists drew portraits of
Mary in various mediums,
crayons, markers, paints and
chalk. Some children wrote
special prayer intentions
like... “ could you ask
Jesus if he could get me a
Webkin...” and
another
requested “can you see

if Jesus could heal my uncle
of cancer.” Many more were
written with such innocence
and sincerity ...it brought a
smile and a tear to your eye.
The church community was
inspired by the faith of our
parish children and enjoyed the
colourful expressions of love.
On Sunday May 25th
following 10:30 am Mass,
we celebrated our parish May
Crowning. A May Crowning
also known as a Coronation is :
one form of reverence frequently
shown to images of the Blessed
Virgin Mary. ... from the end
of the sixteenth century in the
Western church the practice
became widespread for the
faithful, both religious and laity,
to crown images of the Blessed
Virgin. The popes not only
endorsed this devout custom
but “on many occasions, either
personally or through bishopdelegates, carried out the
coronation of Marian images.”
[See Pius XII, Encyclical Ad
Caeli Reginam, 11 Oct 1954]
Our May Crowning began
with our Music Ministry leading
us in a Marian Hymn. Many of
the children in the community
followed the altar servers to
form a procession.
Some
carried large hooped wreaths
covered in colorful ﬂowers
above their heads, others held
bouquets , and some of our
little ones were ﬂower girls
with basket ﬁlled with petals.
The children who had recently
received their First Communion
at the beginning of May had
an opportunity to wear for a
second time their special First
Communion dresses and outﬁts
while others looked adorable in
their Sunday best. One Young
Man was selected to carry the
crown on a cushion to Mary’s
statue, and another young Lady
taking part in the procession
did the actual crowning.
Chosen this year, from the
Conﬁrmation class, Mackenzie
Sali and Olivia Johnson
were the crown bearers. The
procession continued around

the church until all arrived in
front of the outdoor Grotto.
Fr. Wayne opened the
Crowning ceremony explaining
“ the Queen Symbol was
attributed to Mary because she
is a perfect follower of
Christ.....” Two children
read from scripture verses
referring to Mary.

as a parish family added to
our family traditions
and memories bringing
us all a little closer to
Christ under his mothers
mantle.

Three girls read a poem
in Chorus titled “To Crown
the Queen of May”
The Music Ministry
accompanied the crowning
with a gorgeous, a capella
harmony.
The Crown
Bearers placed the crown on
Mary and the other children
then trooped up and distributed
their posies around the shrine.
All other parishioners were
then invited to pay tribute to
Mary and lay their ﬂowers
in the vases at Mary’s feet.
Some Catholic brides lay their
wedding bouquets before a
statue of Mary after the wedding
ceremony, and pray there for a
blessing on their marriage. The
laying of ﬂowers before a statue
of Mary is deeply embedded in
Catholic tradition: The Grotto
looked wonderful for the day
as freshly planted ﬂowers and
rose bushes surrounded the
Shrine. Two new angel statues
holding garlands were blessed
by our Pastor and placed at
either side of Mary. Following
the closing prayer everyone
was invited for Cookies and
Lemonade at the Grotto.

UNENCUMBERED – Diverse reality
must not negate a basic guarantee.
Let Maclean’s and Catholic Insights be.
FLIGHT –
Apologies define
Our ability to dream
A willingness to shine
Adrift endemic stream

Some members of the CWL,
in keeping with the Holy Father,
Pope Benedicts encouraging of
responsible stewardship of our
environment hosted a “Green
Event”. The team used paper
cups and napkins made from
recycled and biodegradable
materials.
Experiencing
together
the richness of our Catholic
teachings
and
traditions
this May helped to bring
together young and old alike.
Participating in these activities

THIRST – Life would be great if the summer
games of 2008 can ease the burden of Tibet.

