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“You are merciful
						 to all”
- Wisdom 11:22
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BISHOP’S MESSAGE

“Merciful like the Father”

of the same family, the same womb,
are the most closely bonded and are
expected to be “compassionate” toward
one another. It is about “brother/
sister relationships”, it is about lateral
relationships. Mercy, on the other hand,
is more vertical, related to words like
“grace” or “favour”. Mercy is God’s
favour to us. Mercy and compassion
both describe Jesus. Jesus, as Word of
the Father, is “the face of the Father’s
mercy” (MV, 1), but as our brother,
born of the Virgin Mary, he is rich in
compassion!
Compassion can be described as a
spiritual consciousness of the personal
tragedy of another accompanied by
a selfless tenderness directed toward
it. Compassion is other-centred and
relational. Compassion marks the life
of Jesus from the very beginning of his
ministry to his death on the cross.

Bishop John Corriveau, OFM Cap.
On 8 December 2015, the Feast
of the Immaculate Conception, Pope
Francis will formally inaugurate a
Jubilee Year in the Church dedicated
to mercy. Our Diocese will inaugurate
the Holy Year at the Cathedral of Mary
Immaculate in Nelson. Pope Francis
has announced the motto of the Holy
Year: “Merciful like the Father”.
Mercy describes the heart of God:
“From the heart of the Trinity, from the
depths of the mercy of God, the great
river of mercy wells us and overflows
unceasingly” (Pope Francis, VM 25).
Because it flows from the heart of
God, mercy is without limit. However,
some use a restricted vision of justice
to limit mercy. Justice is a fundamental
concept for civil society governed by
the rule of law. Each person gets that
which is his/her due. Such a view of
justice can blot out mercy. Jesus is
confronted by such a vision of justice
in the Gospel of Matthew. Eating
dinner the tax collectors and other
sinners, he is scorned by the Pharisees.
Jesus responds: “Go and learn what

this means, ‘I desire mercy, and not
sacrifice.’ For I came not to call the
righteous, but sinners (Matt. 9:13).”
A heart of mercy demands more than
simply accepting the weakness and
sinfulness of our neighbours. A heart
of mercy takes us beyond ourselves,
causing us to identify with the lived
situation of our neighbour. A world
without mercy is a world of violence.
Violence occurs when we stop
contemplating, for example, the beauty
of creation and withdraw into our own
selfishness. The land is raped and
human lives are ignored, used, abused
or discarded. Violence occurs when
we put ourselves at the centre and we
become captivated by the idols of power
and domination. The weakness of our
neighbour becomes an opportunity to
exploit the other for our own benefit.
Mercy is justice infused with love. It
transforms saint and sinner alike.
It is useful for us to distinguish
between mercy and compassion. The
Hebrew word for compassion derives
from the word for “womb”. Children

In Luke 5, a man full of leprosy
came to Jesus. The leper “bowed down
to the ground.” (Lk 5: 12) Why? He
bowed to the ground because he was
unclean. It was believed that even the
shadow of a leper could contaminate,
render one unclean. The leper was
a total outcast. “If you will to do so,
you can cure me.” (Lk 12: 12) Luke
describes the compassion of Jesus as he
writes: “Jesus stretched out his hand
to touch him and said, ‘I do will it. Be
cured.” (Lk 12 13) Jesus chose not
only to restore the man’s body but his
heart and his spirit, Jesus overcomes the
leper’s isolation and exclusion: “Jesus
stretched out his hand to touch him.” In
the gospel of Matthew, Jesus withdraws
by boat to a deserted place to be by
himself. But the crowds follow him,
bringing their fears, preoccupations
and their sick. Matthew tells us: “His
heart was moved with pity, and he
cured their sick.” (Matt 14: 14). When
he meets a widow in Naim who has
lost her only son, Luke tells us, “The
Lord was moved with pity upon seeing
her and said to her, ‘Do not cry.’ Then
he ... touched the litter ... (and) said,
‘Young man, I bid you get up.’” (Lk 7:
13 - 14) Again, in the gospel of Luke
while Jesus is a dinner in the home of
a Pharisee, a public prostitute enters,
washes his feet with her tears, wiping
them with her hair and anointing them
with perfumed oil. Jesus sees the scorn
on the faces of his companions. Jesus
sees and reaches out to the personal
tragedy of the ostracized and excluded

woman: “Her many sins are forgiven –
because of her great love.” (Lk 7:47)
Compassion is engagement!
Mercy and compassion reach
their fullness on the cross where Jesus
assumes the personal tragedy of our
sins: “God proves his love for us in
that while we still were sinners Christ
died for us” (Rom 5:8). The cross is
the infallible sign planted in history
which indicates that no expression
of our humanity is alien or separated
from God’s mercy, God’s redeeming,
compassionate love. In the awesome,
compassionate and transforming love
of Jesus we are created anew: “May I
never boast of anything but the cross
of our Lord Jesus Christ ... (through
which we are) ...created anew.” (Gal.
6: 14 - 15)
The Jubilee Year of Mercy invites
us both to experience and to share the
mercy of God. On the Feast of the
Immaculate Conception, Pope Francis
will open a “holy door” at St. Peter’s
Basilica. Pilgrims will be encouraged
to enter the “holy door” as a sign of
their desire to encounter the God of
Mercy and Love. Since not all can
make a pilgrimage to Rome, we will
open a “holy door” at the Cathedral of
Mary Immaculate in Nelson, inviting
the members of our Diocese to enter
and experience anew the same God of
Mercy and Love. Other Churches of
our Diocese will also be designated as
such places of pilgrimage.
When we experience the Mercy
of God, we are immediately reminded
of the teaching of Jesus: “Be merciful
just as your Father is merciful (Lk
6:36).” The Jubilee Year of Mercy
invites us to embrace anew with
enthusiasm and passion the spiritual
and corporal works of mercy and the
many ministries in favour of the poor
which bring the gospel to life in our
world.
Experiencing the Mercy of
God of Jesus Christ, we are challenged
to become the “face of the merciful
Christ” to our world.
Fraternally in Christ,
John Corriveau,
O.F.M. Cap.
Bishop of Nelson
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EDITORIAL

‘Laudato si’ leads to Mercy
Pope Francis calls for “a radical change”, a bold cultural revolution which must
include “respect for the integrity of creation, respect for the nobility of the human
vocation and respect for the principles that define the integrity of human life”.
When Pope Francis says that we should dismantle “anthropocentrism”, he
wants us to understand that there is someone greater than us, someone who
designs our relationships within the framework of an inclusive embrace. Because
of that embrace, nature is not something separate from us. Therefore, solutions
to the problems which beset and divide us must be done through “an integrated
approach to combat poverty, restore dignity to those excluded”, and must aim for
the common good.
In his desire to help us attain those goals, Pope Francis presents the idea of
mercy, the more liberating, more vivid expression of God in whose embrace all
can find peace and love.
May the Holy Year of Mercy be for all an opportune time to encounter and
experience the Lord as “a most merciful and gracious God, slow to anger and rich
in kindness and fidelity” (Exodus 34:6).
--CB

The Beginning of Mass
By Fr. Bart van Roijen

Once the opening procession has
reached the front, reverenced the altar
with a profound bow and the Book of the
Gospels is laid flat on the altar, the presider
venerates the altar with a kiss and takes
his place in front of his chair. It is from
there that he leads the people in the sign
of the cross, an ancient form of prayer that
calls on the power of God and reminds
the Christian at what price their salvation
was bought. St. John Chrysostom, in his
Instructions to Catechumens, tells us how
the sign of the cross serves as a shield, an
impregnable defense against the weapons
of the enemy. It is both the sign by which
we are welcomed into the Church at
baptism and our universal Call.
The presider’s greeting that follows
takes one of several forms found in the
letters of St. Paul to the early Christian
communities. Much more than a greeting,
these words express the inner working of
the one God in three persons and the way
our God interacts with our lives; not only
imparting God’s grace upon his people,
but giving us the capacity to enter into
his presence and to give him praise. The
people’s response, “And with your spirit”,
goes beyond a mere reply but addresses
the very spirit that is at work in the priest
by virtue of his ordination. This is not
the time to wish the congregation “Good
Morning”, a greeting best suited in a
word of welcome prior to the opening
procession.

The presider may choose to offer
some brief introductory comments.
These comments may include a
short introduction to the nature of the
celebration, a brief explanation of one or
more of the readings, a brief instruction in
regards to a particular part of the Mass or
to prepare the people for something that
is out of the ordinary, such as a second
collection. This is not the time for the
priest to draw attention away from the
liturgy or to himself.
In the Penitential Act that follows,
the whole community is called into a
“brief pause for silence”. In calling
to mind their sins, the people unite
themselves to the countless men and
women who turned to Christ in a spirit of
petition, knowing full well that the one,
whose paschal mystery they celebrate, is
the same Jesus who was sent “to heal the
contrite of heart”, “to call sinners” and
who “makes intercession for us at the
right hand of the Father”.
The Act of Penitence contains
several different options. In the Confiteor
(“I confess…”) we call to mind Simon
Peter and those in scripture who fell to the
ground and covered their faces on seeing
the awesome presence of God. In word
and deed we remember that it is not by
our own doing that we are made worthy,
but by what Christ has accomplished in
our flesh. In the “Lord, have mercy”, we
echo the cry of Blind Bartimaeus and
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Ask the Pastor

By Fr. Bart van Roijen
Question: “Why is there is so much
variation, from parish to parish, in the
way Mass is celebrated?”
Most of the variations can be attributed
to the celebrant himself. Though some
small variations unavoidable, variations
should never be in direct contravention
or in opposition to what is prescribed by
the Church. Priests and ministers should
also be conscious not to attract attention to
themselves in the way they perform their
ministries.
Because the General Instruction to
the Roman Missal gives clear instruction
on how Mass is to be celebrated, care
should be taken on the part of the Pastor
and the Parish Liturgy Committee to be
versed in its instruction. They should
also pay attention to the rubrics that
accompany the celebration of each
sacrament.
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The Bishop, as chief liturgist in
his diocese, is responsible for how
the Sacraments are celebrated in his
diocese. Where it is granted to him, he
is given the task to make cultural and
local adaptations. He normally does
so in consultation with the conference
of bishops to which he belongs. In
many cases, these adaptations are given
approval by Rome and are contained in
the General Instruction to the Roman
Missal for use in that country or region.
Much is gained when pastors sit
down with their laity to study and
implement the directives given to them
by the Church, evaluating and improving
the parish celebration of the sacraments
in accordance with what is required of
them. By doing so, Pastors will benefit
from the feedback of the people and will
enable a better understanding and fuller
participation among the laity.

many others, who acknowledged their
poverty in a spirit of petition, calling
on God to act on our behalf. In the last
form (“Have mercy on us, O Lord. For
we have sinned against you. Show us,
O Lord your mercy. And grant us your
salvation.”) Various Psalm verses are used
in a dialogue between priest and people.
Despite its beauty, a lack of familiarity
with the wording has relegated it to
obscurity.

lavishes an abundance of praise on the
Father, glorifies Jesus as Lamb of God,
who was born, died for our salvation and
now serves as our great intercessor, and
concludes with the mystery of one God in
three persons. In many ways, The Gloria
is the joyful response to the pleading of
the Kyrie and the fullness of God’s mercy
revealed to us. The Church reminds us,
“The words of this hymn may not be
replaced by any other.” (GIRM # 53)

All three forms are followed with a
short prayer of absolution (“May almighty
God have mercy on us, forgive us our
sins, and bring us to everlasting life”).
Though imparting forgiveness, the prayer
is not intended to replace the Sacrament
of Reconciliation, nor does it match its
efficacy.

On some occasions some or all of
the introductory rites are replaced in
favor of a welcoming rite or some other
introduction to the Mass. These include
baptisms, funerals and Ash Wednesday,
Palm Sunday and Easter Vigil.

During the Easter season, and on
Sundays, the Sprinkling Rite may take the
place of the Penitential Act. The use of
the water calls to mind our baptism when,
freed from sin, we were entered into the
passion, death and resurrection of our
Lord and were given life in him. Here,
too, we acknowledge that, only in him, we
receive the grace necessary to enter into
the Sacred Mysteries of our salvation.
With the singing of the Gloria the tone
of the celebration shifts to one of praise.
This same God, who came to touch us
while we were still sinners, is praised for
the very same work he has accomplished
in Christ. Beginning with the words of
the angelic choir at the birth of our Lord,
the Gloria has a Trinitarian dimension that

No matter the options, the Opening
Rite always concludes with an invitation
to enter into a brief period of silent prayer
(“Let us pray”), in which the people are
encouraged to call to mind their intentions
for the Mass. The prayers of the people
are then “collected” into one with a prayer
prescribed for that particular celebration.
This prayer is known as the Collect.
Having stood throughout the
Opening Rite, the people now sit to
enter into the Liturgy of the Word.
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Celebrating 100 years
Sacred Heart Catholic Church, Rossland celebrated its 100 year anniversary on
September 26th with an open house and cake. The current church was built in 1915 and
recently renovated in 2013. Many former parishioners returned to celebrate. The open
house was followed by an evening mass and dinner for the parishioners.

Our goal is to build
By Fr. Marcel Cote

We have four churches in
the far south-eastern corner of
our diocese. Our plan for them
is centred on building true
communities of faith. For: St.
Bernard, Elkford, we want to
build the community, and seal
the basement. For St. Michael,
Sparwood, we want to build the
community, and overhaul the
structures. For Holy Family,
Fernie, we want to build the
community, and adapt the
Family Center for further use.
For Our Lady of Sorrows, at
Tobacco Plains, Grasmere,
we want to build community,
beginning with a new mobilefriendly domain. We hope
to establish a shared website
including all four communities.

North, with Sparwood below it,
Fernie below Sparwood, and the
fourth, Tobacco Plains mission,
off Hwy 3 on 93 South, closer to
an hour from Sparwood. Saints
of the Church keep me inspired
to work in the three and four
communities, but more so the
saints on the ground here, the
people who, in the village loop
of Tobacco Plains for instance,
care for the elderly and sick and
shut-in by visiting them with
medicine; to the many seniors
in the other three churches who,
with all their efforts around the
church, attempt to satisfy the
gratitude and love they have
for the God who provides them
with the desire and effort to keep
their churches as welcoming
and worthy place for the living
These
four
churches God, and any who seek him.
presently compose one pastoral
assignment. Since the 17th of
I try to do my best. I try to
November, 2014, I have been respect the input of parishioners.
tasked with their care, asking I know, we are all concerned
of the Lord, daily, what his about what is going on among
plans for this diverse collection our churches here. With them,
of communities might be. My and with the grace of God, we
sense is to build them up, and hope to build and to serve.
to let fall down what needs to,
being present to the people as
much as possible, and paying
attention to share what the
Lord speaks to me, and to us, in
prayer, his word for our times.
This means spending more
time in the car, on the road.
Travel can run a half hour, to an
hour, one way. Three churches
are linked on Hwy 3, 35km apart
from each other: Elkford in the

NEW PARISH
A new parish emerged in Kelowna on
November 22, the feast of Christ the King.
The Parishes of St. Theresa and Holy Spirit
have been suppressed to create the Parish of
Corpus Christi.

The Dedication of the New
Church in Castlegar
Parishioner gives Christ the Servant
Church, Cranbrook, a good clean up,
September 14.

On a beautifully warm evening Bishop. John,
ten of his priests, the Castlegar parishioners, some
invited guests and even one of our seminarians
gathered outside the new church. Most people
didn’t know what was involved in dedicating a
church and being asked to stand outside felt a
bit like Palm Sunday when we gather outside
to remember Christ’s triumphant entry into
Jerusalem. But as everyone entered the dimly lit
church there was also a bit of the Easter Vigil feel
about it, that sense of anticipation.

permanence - “You are Peter and on this rock I
build my church” (Matthew 16:18) - and then they
are finished in wood which has inlaid in it a symbol
that expresses their function. Having blessed the
font it was not only the people who were sprinkled
with holy water but the whole building.

After a short rite of welcome in front of the
building the Bishop led everyone to the door
where Allan MacLeod, the architect from Fairbank
Architects in Nelson who designed the building,
ceremonially gave the Bishop the keys to the new
building, then Fr. David John, the pastor of the
parish, opened the doors so all could enter.

When the Bishop had taken his place at the
presidential chair, the lectionary was brought in and
presented to him by those who would be reading
the scriptures at Mass. The Bishop prayed, “May
the Word of God always be heard in this place, as
it unfolds the mystery of Christ before you and
achieves your salvation within the Church.”

Inside the service started at the font which was
ceremonially filled with water and then blessed.
Much of the internal furnishings were made by a
local craftsman, Dave Peterson, who came out of
retirement to do the task which he saw very much
as an act of love. The font, altar and lectern all
match to show the continuity of the sacraments.
They have a stone base to symbolise their

After the readings and a sermon that explained
the spiritual meaning of our celebration, the rite
of dedication was celebrated. Still in subdued
lighting, the long prayer of dedication was prayed
which started, “Today we come before you to
dedicate to your lasting service this house of
prayer, this temple of worship, this home in
Continued on page 5...
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which we are nourished by your Word and
your sacraments.”
Along with the anointing of the altar,
the building itself was also anointed.
The body of the church is supported by
ten pillars that are an integral part of its
design; these were anointed by the Bishop
and by Fr. David. Next incense was used
along with the prayer, “As this building
is filled with fragrance, so may your
Church fill the world with the fragrance
of Christ.” And before the walls of the
church building were incensed, the people
as “living stones” were incensed first.
Finally the altar candles were lit
and, as the building was now a dedicated
church, all the other lights were raised to
their full brightness and we went straight
into the celebration of the Eucharist.
The only other ceremony unique to
the dedication was the blessing of the
tabernacle. No Blessed Sacrament had
been reserved in the church at the start
of the service, so after Communion some
Hosts were taken and put in the tabernacle
as it was blessed with the prayer to God
that our time in front of the tabernacle
might “increase the vision of your truth in
our minds.”

By Fr. Harry Clarke

Here are some reflections of an aging
priest:
1. This Dedication ceremony
expressed for us the importance of the
inner appointments and contours of each
Church in the small towns of Canada.
So many young people today have never
seen anyone praying; this must be first of
all a house of prayer for all in Castlegar.
2. The permanence of each parish
church reminds us that becoming true sons
and daughters of God is a slow process. It
is a movement from one generation to the
next. Holiness is a work in progress. To
know oneself is above all to know what
one lacks. Hence the need for Baptismal
Font, Altar, Lectern and Mercy Room in
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be worthily called a church.
A personal reflection by Fr. David
John (Pastor): “I have to say, big rituals
in churches regularly occur, but this one
did stand out. Firstly, the whole liturgy
ran smoothly and seemed to flow naturally.
Sometimes these special liturgies seem
like a normal Mass with bits inserted in
them; this one never seemed contrived
but really did seem like the right way to
dedicate a new building. Secondly, the
intimate design of the church meant that
one could truly feel that it was the Bishop
with his priests and people all together
bringing this new building before God for
his blessing. There was no sense of the
ordained ministers performing and the
people watching; the parishioners by their
spoken and silent prayers were as much
a part of the dedication as the clergy.
Finally, perhaps because of the very
relaxed style of the dedication, the whole
event clearly showed the tremendous joy
of the parish now it has finally completed
its new home and real excitement for the
future as it is such a beautiful place to
come and pray.”

At the end of Mass as many as were
able made their way into the parish hall
that is next to the church to share in a
celebration of a different sort. With the
most wonderful roast beef supper the
parish along with its honoured guest
savoured the relief of having completed
the project of building a house that could

THE DEDICATION OF
ST. RITA CHURCH
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our lives.
Knowing,
living and loving these appointments
within the church should become the
centre of all religious education for
children and youth.
3. Will people honour and connect
with the Sacrament of Christ’s Mercy in
this place? Jesus asked God to forgive
those who are crucifying him, not
because they have begged his pardon, but
because he wants to break the chain of
anger and vengeance that has entrapped
them. Many might have no sense of
what mercy feels like because they are
deluded into thinking that they are too
good to need any.
4. The well placed Baptismal Font
can always remind us that Christ Jesus
in our lives will always assist us against

the ongoing effects of Original sin.
Parishioners who forget this engagement
will miss out on the great drama of the
Christian journey. Is not Baptism an
antidote to self invention? Anyone who
sets out to fulfill the great desires of
his heart as an individual is intolerable.
Having a child Baptized is declaring his
absolute worth before God, his creator
and Saviour. When times of crisis afflict
our lives we can shout from the rooftops,
“I am Baptized”. Sickness, death
or failure has no power over
my union with Christ.
5. The Dedication
of the Altar was
particularly insightful
event for us. Is not
the death of Christ the
central event of human
absurdity? On Calvary,
the humiliation and
crucifixion of Jesus is
the “one sin that measures
all other sins”. It was here
that He loved us the most. God
made an intervention on our behalf
in sending Jesus to bring us the culture
of heaven. He was rejected, eliminated,
annihilated; to the point of crying out “My
God, my God why have you abandoned
me”? On this Altar he will “will renew
the Sacrifice He made of Himself on the
Cross” and all who share in the Body and
Blood of Christ will be filled with the Holy
Spirit. The gift that Jesus offers us at Holy
Communion (to all who are disposed) is
the Holy Spirit.
6. The Lectern was dedicated
by placing our attention first on the
procession of the Word of God. From
listening to the Old and New Testament
the people of this parish will be able
to grapple with the deep things of life
and death. We should always come to
Mass with a fresh willingness to live
the Gospel. Jesus wants to lead us into

the glad way of the Gospel. The great
divide today is really between Jesus and
nothingness.
7. The gestures of Bishop John in
blessing the “pillars” gave us a sense of
the importance of this gathering place
for the parish family. The great signs of
the Cross of Christ spoke loudly: “Let all
who enter here seek harmony with Jesus”.
The architectural circle of columns can
remind us of what Jesus said: “where
two or more are united in my name I
will be there” (Matt 18:20). In our unity
with one another we can experience His
presence and generate His presence to all
who come our way. This is the Church;
wherever Jesus is present among those
who are united in His name.
8. Funerals: Our belief in Life
beyond the grave gives sharp urgency
to parish life. Each funeral Mass must
be a prayer time of such intensity that
all can be drawn into the mystery of a
soul departing to meet, face to face, with
Jesus his friend. This is the high point of
parish life.
9 Weddings: each wedding can be
like an ordination. A new centre of love is
being established by God in our city. Let
the parish petition Jesus to accompany
the couple to accept and complete all that
the love of God will entrust to them. Real
preparation for marriage is the prayer of
“willingness” to follow the plan of God
with Jesus in their midst.
10. I must say the atmosphere of
unity in the hall after the blessing was
exceptional and we all went home with
our souls enriched/stretched. What
counts now is that this Church through
its congregation deliver to the people
of Castlegar a great presence of Christ
among them. It is a great mission for the
parishioners.
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FRANCISCANS in the DIOCESE of NELSON
By Friar Martin Bettin, OFM

We’ve all heard the stories about how
tough it is to be a good Religious - nun
or brother or priest – I am a brother in a
religious community - the ones you always
see in the cartoons, nice and round, good
rope around the waist holding everything
together and a hood for? Rain? Snow?
Whatever. And of course sandals on their
bare feet. That’s me!
This article is about RELIGIOUS
LIFE in the history of Nelson Diocese. It
will tell us about the work of the Franciscan
Friars (the Order of Friars Minor, OFM’s).
As you have seen there are others who have
worked in our Diocese or are working here
now who are “FRANCISCAN FRIARS”,
the Franciscan Friars of Atonement - SA and the Capuchin Franciscan Friars - OFM
Cap - our Bishop’s branch of the family.
This article will endeavor to trace the
history of OFM’s in our Diocese.
Pope Francis declared this year 2015
(from Nov 21, 2014 - to Feb 2. 2016) the
YEAR OF CONSECRATED LIFE. He
says in his Letter: “You have not only
a glorious history to remember and to
recount, but also a great history still to be
accomplished! Look to the future, where
the Spirit is sending you in order to do even
greater things”
Pope Francis said to Religious: “Wake
up the world!”
In his Apostolic Letter he says: What
in particular do I expect from this Year of

A Morning Offering
By Fr. Bart van Roijen

I was once told by a bricklayer, “a
wall is only as good as the foundations
you lay.” Good foundations are easy to
build on. Poor foundations are exposed
by every step in the project. How a
project is begun is tantamount to its
success.
The same is true in the spiritual life
and in the pursuit of God’s Call. It is
how we begin each day, by taking on the
right disposition, that we open ourselves
to God’s Call in our lives.
Even the smallest of children can
understand the purpose of a morning
offering. It can be done with the simplest
words and the most basic intentions.
As soon as you get up, take a moment
to turn to God. “Thank you, God, for
this new day. I offer it to you. Please
open my heart to the needs around me

grace for consecrated life?
That the old saying will always be
true: “Where there are religious, there is
joy”. We are called to know and show that
God is able to fill our hearts to the brim
with happiness; that we need not seek our
happiness elsewhere; that the authentic
fraternity found in our communities
increases our joy; and that our total
self-giving in service to the Church, to
families and young people, to the elderly
and the poor, brings us life-long personal
fulfillment.
It was seeking this fulfillment that
the first Franciscans came to our land.
In those days Franciscans were called
RECOLLECTS.
They were the first missionaries to
arrive in Canada. They celebrated the
first Mass in Quebec. They also started
groups of the FRANCISCAN THIRD
ORDER today called SECULAR
FRANCISCANS. Later when they had
leave because the colony could not support
“mendicants” (they begged for all their
needs) the lay Franciscans remained and
were instrumental in getting the friars back
into the colony in the year 1890. From this
second foundation friars spread from coast
to coast.
In 1936, a new diocese was established
in BC, Canada, and the city of Nelson
was designated as the See of the Bishop,
Monsignor Martin Johnson, Chancellor
and to the people I meet. Help me to
be more (pick one: generous, forgiving,
patient, attentive, helpful, etc) so that
I may grow in your love today. With
Jesus as my example and your Spirit as
my strength, may I come to recognize
your voice.”
It is important to pick only one item
to work on. It is equally important that
you continue to ask for this same gift for
a prolonged period time. By focusing on
this item of choice, it becomes a focus
for growth and a point of emphasis.
Successes and setbacks in this area will
help build greater attentiveness as well
as a greater desire to improve.
In welcoming God at the beginning
of each day, both young and old are able
to begin their day off right, disposing
themselves to God’s promptings and
learning to offer themselves as a joyful
response to God’s blessings to them.

of the Archdiocese of Toronto. In 1938,
coming to Toronto for a visit, Bishop
Johnson asked Fr. Settimio Balo,OFMto
come to Nelson in order to give some
missions to the Italians of his diocese. Fr.
Balo first gave a mission in the city of Trail,
where there were about 3,000 Italians. At
the end of the mission, the Bishop told Fr.
Balo that he needed an Italian priest in the
diocese to take care of the many Italians,
and was ready to give a parish in the city
of Trail. The Bishop wrote the Provincial
who decided to accept the parish and asked
Fr. Balo to stay on in Trail as pastor of the
new church.
The church was built, a committee
of the church was formed, and various
societies of the church established and the
census taken. There were 2600 members
of the new parish. After three months
the Province sent Fr. Eugene Cottone
as assistant. He took charge of youth
organization. Two missions were attached
to the parish: Castlegar and Fruitvale,
where Mass was said every Sunday.
In addition a monthly Mass was said
at the mission in Fife, BC. In 1941 the
Beneplacitum was received from the Holy
See and the residence became officially a
domus religiosa (a lot of big words saying
that it is a Franciscan Friary “forever”).
In 1945 the Italian Province of
Franciscans turned the Parish over to the
Canadian Friars with Fr Wilfred Brazeau,
OFM being the first pastor after Fr Settimo
Balo, OFM.
On July 8, 1961 Fr Stephen Gattafoni,
OFM was ordained to the priesthood.He
was the first priestly vocation from Trail. In
1962 Fr Martin Bettin, OFM, was ordained
in his home parish of Creston.
World War II brought more changes to
the Diocese. Our Government reacted with
fear about the Japanese people living on the
Pacific coast. In 1942 they were removed
from the lower mainland and interned in
camps in the interior of BC. This is when
Friars home on leave from the Japanese
Missions were “asked” to go and work
with these people.
This second group of friars came at
the request of the Canadian Government.
The Government had interned people of
Japanese descent from coastal BC for
“national security” during World War II.
The Friars responded to this plea for help by
immediately sending very competent men.
One such man was Fr. Clement Lepine,
OFM. Here I reprint part of his story from
the Franciscan Archives in Edmonton:
...from 1942 to 1944 Fr. Clement
Lepine was one of several Franciscans
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who ministered to a portion of the 22,000
mostly Japanese-Canadian citizens who
had been relocated to internment camps in
the BC interior including (New) Denver,
Slocan City, Kaslo and Sandon. They
were regarded as “enemy aliens” and were
perceived to be a threat to national security
but no evidence of subversive activity was
ever uncovered. Interestingly, Fr. Lepine
himself had spent some time as a prisoner
of war in a Japanese concentration camp.
Today, the Nikkei Internment Memorial
Centre in New Denver and the Japanese
Friendship Garden in Kaslo are among
the memorials paying tribute to the plight
of the Internees in this sad era in Canadian
history.
Fr. Clement, OFM was instrumental
in getting a High School started in New
Denver and this school is spoken about
in IMAGES OF INTERNMENT, by Dr
Henry Shimizu on page 30.During the fall
of 1943 the Catholic Church established
Notre Dame High School in NewDenver.
Two large houses were converted into
classrooms. Sisters arrived from Quebec
and the United States to serve as teachers.
The curriculum was basic, with the
emphasis on humanities and language.
The Sisters were knowledgeable, strict, but
fair. Interestingly there was no religious
instruction. Extra-curricular activities
included dancing, music and sports.
Other Friars who worked with the
Japanese people during this time were: Fr.
Ernest Casgrain, OFM, who was in Slocan
City from 1944-1946 and also served the
people interned at Bay Farm, Popoff and
Lemon Creek. In 1947 he returned to
Japan.
Fr. Alexandre Duphily, OFM, was head
of the Slocan Mission from 1942 – 1944
after which he went to Peru to work with
the Japanese people there. (The French
Canadian Franciscans working in Japan in
1939 had gone to Lima, Peru to care for the
Japanese population living there)
Fr. Leonce Panneton, OFM ministered
to the Japanese Internees at Nelson, Kaslo
and Sandon and like Fr. Alexandre, OFM,
then went to Peru.
PARISHES AFTER TRAIL
The Friars gave St Anthony’s Parish
back to the Diocese but several friars
remained serving the people of the Diocese.
Fr, Gerard Chabot, OFM in Kelowna and
Golden and passed away there in 1998. Fr.
Paul (formerly Fr. Felix) Surette, OFM, in
Penticton and after serving several years
in Victoria passed away there in 2003
and Fr. Martin Bettin, OFM, in Kelowna,
Oliver, Castlegar and who is now retired
in Castlegar.
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Different Views Continue
The synod on the family was held
October 4-24, 2015.
Here are some of the reports:
“Final synod document strongly backs
Church teaching, beauty of family life”
was the headline used by Catholic News
Agency. It reported that, “With two-thirds
majority vote, the more than 200 bishops
gathered for the Vatican’s synod on the
family supported Church teaching on hotbutton issues such as homosexuality and
communion for divorced and remarried
persons.”
“This year’s discussion tended to be
reduced in Western secular media to two
issues: communion for divorced-andcivilly remarried, and Church teaching and
pastoral care regarding homosexuality.
“However, actual topics brought up
during meetings were much broader, with
synod fathers touching on themes such
as domestic violence, violence against
women, incest and abuse within families,
marriage preparation and pornography.”

FAMILY LIFE
Catholic News Service used
this headline: “Synod report urges
‘accompaniment’ tailored to family
situations”, then went on to say,
“While not specifically mentioning the
controversial proposal of a path toward
full reconciliation and Communion
for the divorced and civilly remarried,
members of the Synod of Bishops on
the family handed Pope Francis a report
emphasizing an obligation to recognize
that not all Catholics in such a situation
bear the same amount of blame.”
“The 94-paragraph report approved
October 24, the last working day of the
three-week synod, highlighted the role
of pastors in helping couples understand
church teaching, grow in faith and take
responsibility for sharing the Gospel.
It also emphasized how ‘pastoral
accompaniment’
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involves discerning, on a case-to-case
basis, the moral culpability of people not
fully living up to the Catholic ideal”
“While insisting on God’s love for
homosexual persons and the obligation
to respect their dignity, the report also
insisted same-sex unions could not be
recognized as marriages and denounced
as ‘totally unacceptable’ governments
or international organizations making
recognition of ‘marriage’ between persons
of the same sex a condition for financial
assistance.”
Catholic Herald, of the UK, reported,
“Gay Catholic group encouraged that
synod will bring ‘new era of pastoral care’.
Its report said, “Gay Catholics have said
they are encouraged by the Pope’s closing
address to the synod and are hopeful for a
‘new era’ of pastoral care.”

“Despite calls by some for the Church
to change its doctrine by allowing divorced
and civilly remarried Catholics without
an annulment to receive communion, the
synod’s final report upheld current Church
teaching and practice on the issue.”

“It claims the synod fathers did not
take into account the call for the synod
to reject the global criminalisation of
homosexual activities, including the use
of death penalty.”
“While it strongly rejects the
synod’s suggestion that financial aid
to poor countries is conditional on the
introduction of laws that institute marriage
between same-sex people as a ‘baseless
accusation’, it felt the door for a more
sensitive attentiveness to LGBT issues in
the Church has been opened…and despite
opposition cannot be closed”.
All these reports confirm the variety
of people who compose the Catholic
Church. But these varieties must be geared
toward a common, more compassionate
approach to the issues as proposed by Pope
Francis. In his final speech to the synod,
Pope Francis said “that the defenders
of doctrine are not those who uphold its
letter, but those who uphold its spirit”.
He said that people, and not ideas;
the gratuitousness of God’s love and
forgiveness, and not formulas, are more
important. He also proclaimed that “the
Church’s first duty is not to hand down
condemnations, but to proclaim God’s
mercy…to call all people to salvation in
the Lord”.
-Conrado Beloso

Words with Pro-Life
Persons
The following is an interview with pro-life
persons of the Cathedral Parish, Nelson:
Why are you pro-life?

ouple celebrated their
arried C
LongestblesM
La Force who
Rita
and
sing to Julien

Fr. Francis de la Cruz gave the

the picture are Candice and

X Parish, Kelowna. Also in
Mathilde Klassen: I am pro-life because
75th wedding anniversary in St. Pius
of my faith. The pre-born, the aged, the
Doug Chappell.
disabled, the terminally ill persons are all
Gray is brilliant in countering anti-life
and took part. After he died I carried on
my neighbours.
arguments.
in his steps and became directly involved.
Peter Nachbaur: It is my duty as a That was 34 years ago. In all, I have been G Naqvi: What motivates and inspires me
Canadian to protect children.
is the dedication of the leaders in the pro-life
pro-life for 45 years.
Adam & Margaret Ann Kowalyshyn: Rick Rodman: I never really thought much movement, for example Stephanie Gray.
We are pro-life because we follow the Ten about it until I went to a pro-life meeting Mathilde Klassen: What motivates me is
Commandments. The beginning of the with my wife, 17 years ago.
knowing that abortion and euthanasia mean
human life can’t be ignored. We follow the
killing human beings. What inspires me
moral and social teaching of the Catholic Peter Nachbaur: Since Pierre Trudeau is the dedication of our few and precious
made induced abortions legal.
Church.
persons in Nelson Right to Life, and also

Rick Rodman: A child is human from What motivates or inspires you?
conception. Once you understand this,
Rick Rodman: The example given by other
there’s only one choice…pro-life.
pro-life advocates, especially the dedicated
university students.
How long have you been pro-life?
Mathilde Klassen: I have been pro-life
since I knew what abortion really is – it is
more than a word. May husband was active
in pro-life awareness while I tagged along
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Dawn Rodman: It is huge to be involved
with the pro-life movement, because I find
great inspiration from other pro-life people.
I especially love CCBR – the Canadian
Coalition of Bioethical Reform. Stephanie

The motivation is that by belonging
to the pro-life organization, we at least
can influence many people to respect
human life.
Any difficulties? How do you deal with
them?

Dawn Rodman: Sometimes I feel
down and disappointed when no
one comes to a pro-life event that we have
organized, but then I recall that I too have
been “too busy, too tired” to attend some
events. Hundreds came out for the “Save
Jumbo” event, and only 20 came out for
Nelson’s Life Chain this year.

Rick Rodman: It is difficult to see so many
people uninterested or “too busy” to help
with this issue. It makes me feel like the
battle is hopeless. Iget hope and inspiration
from others and continue to do the best I
the dedication of so many who give of
can. I think that every little bit helps the protheir time, energy and talents in the US
life cause.
and in Canada. I am inspired by those who
organize and support annual marches to the G Naqvi: The family is under siege, and the
White House and to our Parliament. When culture of death is entrenched everywhere.
our Church supports the efforts of the pro- There seems to be a lot of apathy. We try
life workers, it is such a huge push toward to deal with these difficulties by educating
people about the issues that besiege the
motivation.
sanctity of human life. I am motivated by
Adam & Margaret Ann Kowalyshyn:
Continued on page 12...
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One Heart, One Voice, One Mission
By Fr. Rex Velmonte

In August, I attended the 95th
Catholic Women’s League Annual
Convention in Vancouver. It focused
upon the theme: One Heart, One
Voice, One Mission. The main speaker
was Catherine Lombardi, professor of
Theology at St. Augustine Seminary
in Toronto. Listen to her talks on
the CWL website (www.cwl.ca). I
especially encourage all members of
the CWL in the Diocese of Nelson
who were not able to attend the
convention to listen to her talks.
Bishop Stephen Jensen of
Kamloops Diocese, one of the
celebrants at the Masses said, ‘that’s
pretty ambitious!’ Indeed, it is! But,
it’s achievable! As God always wants
what’s best for us, he is willing to help
us make it possible! But to make it
possible, we have to be of one mind
and heart with Jesus. In his farewell
discourse, Jesus prayed to the Father:
‘Holy Father, protect them in your
name that you have given me, so that
they may be one, as we are one.’ (John
17:11) To make this theme possible,
we have to be of one heart, one voice
and one mission with the Father, Son
& Holy Spirit. The unity that exists in
the Trinity has to become visible in
our words and actions.
The Catholic Women’s League
was founded in 1920 and has
grown to become one of the largest
organizations of women in Canada.
Nationally, we have over 85,000
members with representatives in
every province, territory and military
services. In British Columbia alone,
we have 9,136 members. In our
Diocese of Nelson, we have 1,752
registered members. We all can do a
lot of things when there are more hands
working together! Again, oneness
can be achieved only when
we think and are considerate
of others. It is possible only
when we think of what’s good
for everybody. Above all, it is
achievable when we share the
same vision with God.
For you who are
members of the CWL, thank
you for understanding ...for
getting it! I pray that being
a member gives you a sense
of purpose and mission. I

hope that being a member gets you
excited about your faith....that being a
member makes you an active member
of your council and your parish!
Indeed, it inspires and humbles me
to see your enthusiasm, love and
passion for the Church, for God and
for Canada. Archbishop Paul-Andre
Durocher of Gatineau, President of
the CCCB said in his message to
the convention: ‘Members of the
CWL are an active and vibrant part
of the Church in Canada and they
are especially visible through their
selfless service in parishes across the
country.’
St. Paul in his First Letter to
the Corinthians said: ‘Now there
are varieties of the same Spirit; and
there are varieties of services, but the
same Lord; and there are varieties of
activities, but it is the same God who
activates all of this in everyone. To
each is given the manifestation of the
Spirit for the common good.’ (1 Cor.
12:4-7)
One Heart, One Voice, One
Mission. For those who are not
members of CWL, consider joining
us. Join...Share the gifts that God has
given you through the untiring works
of the Catholic Women’s League.
Be Christ to others – in word and in
action! As members, you are not only
making yourself available to God
through your gifts, but at the same
time, you are making a difference
in other people’s lives...promoting
Christian values, protecting human
life in all its forms and making
legislation that enhances the respect
of life.
Our Lady of Good Counsel, pray
for us.

Participants of the 68th Annual BC & Yukon CWL Provincial Convention.

NELSON DIOCESE CWL MEMBERS 2015:
Castlegar		
St. Rita Parish
Cranbrook		
Christ the Servant Parish
			
St. Mary Parish
Creston Holy 		
Cross Parish
Fernie 			
Holy Family Parish 		
Golden			
Sacred Heart Parish 		
Grand Forks 		
Sacred Heart Parish 		
Kelowna		
Holy Spirit Parish		
			Immaculate Conception Parish
			
St. Charles Garnier Parish
			
St. Pius X Parish 		
			St. Theresa Parish		
Keremeos		
Our Lady of Lourdes Mission
Kimberley		
Sacred Heart Parish		
Lake Country 		
St. Edward Parish 		
Nelson			
Cathedral of Mary Immaculate Parish
Oliver 			
Christ the King Parish		
Osoyoos 		
St. Anne Parish			
Penticton 		
St. Ann Parish			
			St. John Vianney Parish		
Rossland		
Sacred Heart Parish 		
Sparwood		
St. Michael Parish 		
Summerland 		
Holy Child Parish 		
Trail 			
Holy Trinity Parish 		
West Kelowna 		
Our Lady of Lourdes Parish
1,546 registered/paid members
25 councils
No councils: Fruitvale, Invermere, Nakusp,
Princeton & Revelstoke

41
50
33
69
17
15
36
58
87
134
11
89
27
33
33
110
42
82
102
70
56
47
45
139
120
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Flight for Life

By Fr. Gabriel Chinnaperiannan
Human history has been inflicted
with several wounds from time
immemorial and one such grave
wound is the plight of humans and
their mass exodus. Beginning from
nomadic life to the present modern
times hundreds and thousands of
flights for life had been witnessed
and experienced. Our sensitivity to
the human plight cannot be shelved
as the thing of the past, as all right
minded people need to rise up to the
occasion and are called to address
this crisis. As civilized people of the
modern technological and scientific
age, we can not ignore this pestering
crisis like an incurable wound.

in Sudan suffered severely during a
religious persecution in 1981. Lately,
the world has been witnessing
the following
tragic human
experiences:, 1.Egpytian Coptic
Christian flight, 2. The Palestinian
struggle for freedom, 3.The Kurds
genocide in Iraq and 4.The untimely
and unsolvable Syrian exodus for
safety and security. A conscious
attempt to know the seriousness of
these compelling crises would help
us form an informed decision. In all
these struggles and challenges our
sisters and brothers are not accorded
the human rights that are due to
them.

It is a terrible thing for any
civilized nation to poison the air,
water, soil, humans, animals and
plants. The gross irresponsibility and
highhandedness of some who aspire
to uphold their power and prestige
by hook or crook at the cost of their
citizens, despite their deplorable
unpopularity, cause great concern to
the entire world.

The Bible reminds us, “God
created humans in His image and
likeness, male and female He created
them” (Genesis 1:26), and the gospel
of Mathew reports in, (7:12) “So
treat others as you would like them
to treat you”. We have a great call
and responsibility to reach out to
help and extend a welcoming hand
to our suffering sisters and brothers.
Shall we respond positively and
wholeheartedly?

History tells us that 48,000
Ethiopian Jews from the refuge camps

Thank You!
Teens from five Kelowna
parishes attended the annual
Steubenville NW Youth Conference
in Spokane at the end of July. As you
can imagine, there’s certainly not a
lot of sleep to be had on a trip like
this. Some of the highlights of the
conference trip included Mass and
a visit with the Sisters at the Poor

Clares Monastery on the way down;
Fr. Joseph’s, Sean Forrest’s and
Sarah Stafford’s talks; Eucharistic
Adoration and Benediction and
seeing so many teens alive in their
faith. Steubenville Conferences
do an incredible job of helping
teens discover the richness of the
Catholic Church and to experience
God’s presence in their lives in a
powerful way. Many of the teens

Oliver’s Catechism Registration Night included a chance for students and
families to decorate a banner commemorating Pope Francis’ World Meeting
of Families 2015. The “Love is Our Mission” banner was displayed in the
sanctuary during the time of the Papal visits.

This past August, Oliver
experienced a devastation
of forest fires surrounding
our little town; the Wilso
n Mountain fire and the
Testalinda Creek fire. On
Monday, Oct. 12 in thanks
giving for minimal loss
due to the fires, Fr. Neil
Lustado and a group of
parishioners, young and
old, hiked up the Oliver
Mountain towards some
of the burned out area and
celebrated Mass on top
of the mountain overlooki
ng our town of Oliver.

who attended are involved in parish
ministries, so although travelling
to such a conference comes at
a certain expense, it is without
question a great investment in our
youth. On behalf of the families
of these teens, I would like to
extend our deep gratitude to all
who contribute to the Pilgrimage of
Faith Appeal. Without the support
of Pilgrimage of Faith, this trip

would certainly not be possible.
David Ziebart
Immaculate Conception, Kelowna
“I have never been closer to the Lord ...”
~ Steubenville NW Conference Teen
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Trail says goodbye to its Dyer House
By Marianne Hubbard

In 2003, our Parish in Trail bought
a little house next to the rectory after
the owner, (Bessie Dyer) had died. We
named this house after her, and so many
of us refer to it as the “Dyer House”. This
house was rented out at a minimal cost
to those in need (on a short term basis).
This house was especially for those who
had loved ones having treatments at the
hospital or those themselves who had
to have daily treatments but needed to
have accommodation. This became a
short term home for many people across
the Kootenays and beyond. We made a
lot of friends over the years but sadly all
good things must come to an end. Over
the last few years, both the frequency of
visitors as well as the condition of the

house had declined. It was a Ministry some thought it would be a good idea to
that we were happy we could offer for allow all parishioners the opportunity
as long as we did.
to donate items for the sale. Many
parishioners brought their items to the
Father Bart stated, “The church and even a local business (Home
demolition of the Dyer House marks Goods) donated brand new items from
the end of an era and the beginning of their home décor section. It was a lot
something new. Though there are no of hard work, but also a lot of fun and
definite plans, some of the ideas floating we raised some money to help with the
around include a prayer garden with costs of demolition.
a grotto. As for now, we say goodbye
to a landmark… and we hope that
We thank all of our visitors that
something new will blossom.”
have come and stayed at our little house
over the years. We also thank all of our
In preparation for the demolition wonderful volunteers for their hours of
it was decided that we would have service and dedication in the planning
a garage sale selling items from the process of the demolition.
house. When the parishioners found out,
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The Cost of
Leadership

By Lynne Williams
Seton House, Kelowna, was the
site of the Nelson Diocese Catholic
Charismatic
Renewal
Service
Leader’s Retreat, September 25-27,
2015. The mountain top setting was
beautiful with spectacular views of
Okanagan Lake and the red-yellow
colour palettes of autumn adding to
the loveliness. In addition to listening
to three challenging talks on “The
Cost of Leadership,” charismatic
Leaders from across the diocese
held their Annual General Meeting,
attended daily mass and exuberantly
participated in Praise and Worship.
Mrs. Gladys Miller and Deacon
(Father) Sylverter Ibewke were
presenters of the three talks. A brief
summary of the talks follows.
There is a cost to leadership
and we cannot be leaders without
God’s help. Our first aim is to know
God. In order to know, we must be
known, standing naked before God,
bringing him all our joys and sorrows,
goodness and sinfulness, and not
holding anything back. Surrendering
all, we become interconnected with
God and awakened in his love. With
this unity comes illumination where
God sheds light on areas in our lives
that need to be worked on. With our
co-operation, God works his changes
in us and we learn to lead in his will
and give others the look of love for
which they crave. To know and love
Jesus and experience the power of his
resurrection requires total surrender.
When our identity comes from our
relationship with Jesus, it leads to
self-emptying and the consummation
of all virtues in order that Jesus will
live in us.
We choose discipleship out of love
for Jesus, aware of his unsurpassable
love for us. When God made us, he
made us whole as a child of God; if
our identity is in our possessions and
things of this world, God does not
recognize us. As leaders, we must
strive to reach for our God-gifted
potential by constantly seeking to
unite our hearts to the hearts of Christ
and one another.

This past June, Christ the King Parish celebrated the start of summer
with
a family swim at the Oliver Community pool followed by a Parish Potluck
dinner and social.

When I find the true me I can
begin to lead; when I find the true me,
I will give myself in service.
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P R AY F O R PA R I S , P R AY F O R P E A C E
Apple Pie Sale Builds
Community in Sacred Heart
Parish, Grand Forks
By Jo Smart

Fall has arrived with its abundance of fruit and
vegetables, and Sacred Heart Parish has embarked
on its 5th annual Apple Pie Sale. This event
has become an integral parish fundraiser. From
October 13 to 17, themen and women of the parish
rolled up their sleeves and became involved in the
production of pies. Our goal this year was 550; no
mean feat for our small parish but at the end, our
count was 650.

Winter Grace

By George Tremblay

However, this event is a wonderful way to build
and reinforce community as parishioners of SHP,
Grand Forks, and Our Lady of the Lake Mission,
Christina Lake, new parishioners, and even nonCatholic friends join forces to bring this project
to fruition in a spirit of friendship, helpfulness,
cooperation, and joy. Much fun and laughter and
chatter ensues as we share several days together.

The turn of the seasons
Unpredictable at best,
This cold winter wind
With snow in its arms
Descends upon the mountain
Swirling among the evergreens,
Swooping along rocky cliffs,
Picking us up like a mother cat her kittens
Moving us quickly against its onslaught,
Reminding our small selves
Might is not ours,
In case we hadn’t noticed.
Thus winds of grace can grow fierce,
Blowing through our lives,
Turning us upside down
Overwhelmed, often helpless,
The gusts of this Divine painter
Leaves us all asunder.
But in gentler moods
This Artist lets the early snow
Settle around the landscape,
The time of brown in
All shades and shapes,
The dark blue green waters,
The occasional red bark or
Brilliant yellow,
The lingering sandy grass
Grey green tufts accented,
The last few golden leaves clinging to
The top outlines of bushes and trees,
The Artist’s brush must dapple it seems
In many colored strokes.
When at last the white snow
Dominates all forms
Clings to the exposed tree’s bark,
Decorates delicate branches
Tiny red berries glowing beneath,
Thus heaven makes all white,
Shining clean and wholesome
The Divine birth in this darkest time of year.

nie Fall Tea.

Parishioners enjoy Holy Family Fer

SOCIETY OF SAINT VINCENT DE PAUL
In LaudatoSi’, Pope Francis tells us that as we work toward healed relationship and care of our creation
we must pay special attention to the poor. This echoes the words of the famous saint of the poor Vincent de
Paul.If you feel called to reach out to the poor consider joining the St. Vincent de Paul Society in your area.
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the saying, “All we need for evil to
prevail is for good people to do nothing”.
Adam & Margaret Ann Kowalyshyn:
We have difficulties. But we do not
get involved in any confrontation or
argument. We try to set an example of
being respectful. And we pray.
What message do you wish to share with
others?
Rick Rodman: Please think of the
thousands of babies who are killed each
year. Contact your pro-life group and get
involved. You’ll never regret it.
Adam & Margaret Ann Kowalyshyn:
We should support and promote Rightto-Life for all. We must promote positive
alternatives. Join the pro-life events in
our Diocese.
- Conrado Beloso

Nelson Interfaith
Groups Gather Around
“Laudato Si”
By Gerry Sobie

Catholics
worldwide
have
welcomed and enthusiastically received
Pope Francis’ encyclical “Laudato
Si – On care for our common home”.
Unlike other pronouncements
from the Vatican, this
document and its truths
are being studied and
lauded beyond our
Church not onlyby other
Christian denominations
but also by other faith
groups. An example of
this was evident in the
heart of our Diocese of
Nelson.
To herald the
publication of Laudato
Si, the West Kootenay
Eco Society asked all
churches
and
other
spiritual groups to peel
their bells for a celebratory
minute on Sunday, June
18 at 9am.
Mainline
Christian denominations
as well as our local
Yasodhara Ashram and
Shambhala
Meditation
Centre
enthusiastically
adopted this gesture. With

ENVIRONMENT
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Fall Campaign: Focus on the Important Issue of Justice
By Wes Towle

For those of you who are familiar
with the rhythm of the diocese it will
not surprise you to know that the
Canadian Catholic Organization for
Development and Peace, the official
international development organization
of the Catholic Church in Canada, is in
the middle of our Fall Action Campaign.
You may, already, have read bulletin
notices, been addressed by your parish
D & P representative, participated in
special events or even prayed about
the campaign in the intercessions.
the momentum of this collaborative
effort, Fr. ConradoBeloso, along
with local Development and Peace
activist Barry Nelson brainstormed
with the Eco Society about studying
the contents, depth and implications
of Pope Francis’ teachings for each
of us within an ecumenical gathering.
Readily our local Anglican, Lutheran
and United Church sisters and brothers
indicated their interest. Significantly
also on board are people from the
Jewish faith, Buddhist community and
local ashram.
Everyone was invited to our
Cathedral of Mary Immaculate on
September 25 – the day Pope Francis
spoke to the United Nations in New
York – to view a delayed telecast of

If so then you will know that this
year’s campaign is called Create a
Climate of Change and it is D & P’s
response to the needs of our partners
in the Global South for support in their
efforts to adapt to climate change and a
necessary challenge to reduce our own
greenhouse gas emissions in order to
lessen the dramatic impacts of climate
change here in Canada. Our campaign
is also a response to Pope Francis’
powerful encyclical on environmental
justice and action, Laudato Si, in which
his address on climate change. About
seventy people attended. The following
week we began studying the first of six
chapters of Laudato Si. The sessions
are held once a week in the evening for
ninety minutes hosted and led by one
of the six participating churches and
spiritual centers.
Some initial reflections of
participants as we’ve reached the midpoint session are the depth and richness
of dialogue. We are sharing and listening
to one another. We are realizing the
Pope is not just talking about the “3 R’s
of Reduce, Reuse and Recycle”. He is
showing us how the first world western
nations are affecting global markets. Our

he makes the simple yet powerful
statement that our world is “falling into
serious disrepair”.
According to a recent letter written
by Bishop Donald Bolen, Chairman
of the Justice and Peace Commission
of the Canadian Conference of
Catholic Bishops “our way of living
is contaminating the Earth’s waters,
land and air: we are losing forests and
woodlands, and stripping the world of
Continued on page 9...
consumerist lifestyle is attainable at the
expense of third world countries. Our
eyes are being opened to the implications
of our choices and lifestyles. We are
faced with the realization that our world
has truly become a global village where
the decisions of one country affect the
rest of us. The Creator of our universe
requires us not to dominate all that has
been created but to provide stewardship.
As we gather weekly toward
the completion of our study and
reflection of Laudato Si, there is a
resolve gaining momentum from our
participants that we cannot remain
silent and idle any longer. A realization
is growing that each one of us is called
to be a steward. Each of us
has a responsibility. How
stimulating it is to realize
we share this mandate
with others who not only
practice our faith and
beliefs but also with fellow
community members and
citizens. Pope Francis is
teaching all of us that our
world has been created for
everyone. Only by viewing
the big picture and doing
my part – whatever that
might be – will our world
recover. It’s a challenge.
It’s a responsibility. It
will happen as we come
together to protect the
creation with which we’ve
been blessed.

Laudato Si discussion group in Nelson,
BC
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its natural resources; plant and animal
species are disappearing:
we are
generating millions of tons of waste,
much of it non-biodegradable; and our
actions are now resulting in changes
to the climate that, if unchecked, will
have grave implications for future life.
Pope Francis also draws attention to the
human dimensions of the current crisis;
many parts of the world no longer have
access to safe drinking water; there is
increased economic inequality that is
leaving billions of people in poverty: the
“structurally perverse” way in which the
resources of developing nations enhance
the quality of life of wealthy nations,
while the vital needs of their own
citizens go unaddressed. Environmental
degradation has a particularly negative
impact on those who are poorest and
most vulnerable.”
Development and Peace believes
that climate change is an issue of justice
and, therefore, a moral issue. The
poorest and vulnerable in the Global
South suffer the most from the impact
of climate change, yet they are the
ones who contribute the least to the

Vigil for Climate
Change
By Wes Towle

Inspired by Pope Francis’ encyclical
Laudato Si and in response to
Development & Peace’s Fall Action
Campaign, Create a Climate of Change,
a number of people held a prayer vigil at
Holy Trinity Parish in Trail on October
25. The purpose for this gathering was to
pray for the success of the international
conference on Climate Change held in
Paris and to unite ourselves with the
participants at that conference.
Father Bart van Roijen, the pastor
at Holy Trinity, led the vigil which
began with the reading of a letter from
Archbishop Paul-Andre Durocher,
the former president of the Canadian
Conference of Catholic Bishops.
Archbishop Durocher’s letter introduced
the Campaign and reminded Canadian
Catholics that “we need to take action
together to ensure that all of God’s
children, including future generations,
can enjoy the gift of creation”.

ENVIRONMENT
carbon emissions that are warming the
planet. In Laudato Si Pope Francis
reminds us of our responsibility to take
action. “The pace of consumption,
waste and environmental change has so
stretched the planet’s capacity that our
contemporary lifestyle, unsustainable as
it is, can only precipitate catastrophes,
such as those which even now
periodically occur in different areas of
the world. The effects of this imbalance
can only be reduced by our decisive
action, here and now.”

parish or by signing an online action
card.

The Development & Peace Fall
Campaign asks us and helps us to take
this action. First we are encouraged to
change our own lifestyles; to make our
homes more energy efficient, to use
public transportation when possible,
to buy locally and to prevent waste by
repairing, recycling and composting.
Secondly, by working to change our
communities. For instance, encouraging
our parishes to join the Green Church
initiative which aims to empower faith
communities to adopt environmentallyfriendly practices and rediscover an ecospirituality from the Christian tradition.
Finally, we are asked to change our
country by signing action cards in the

If you agree with Pope Francis and
Development and Peace that something
needs to be done about climate change
– that it is a Christian imperative, a
Catholic imperative - please read the
resources and material that should be
available in your parish and please sign
the action card. If, for some reason, you
are not able to find Create a Climate of
Change resource material or the action
card please go to the Development &
Peace website: devp.org and download
what you need.

This card is both a commitment to
reduce our own personal consumption
and make sustainable choices and a call
on the Federal Government to commit to
make the transition towards an economy
based on renewable and efficient energy
and to unconditionally support the
adoption of new global agreement on
climate change that is fair, ambitious
and legally binding.

I want to finish by quoting from
the last paragraph in Bishop Bolen’s
letter. “The Holy Father reminds us
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that an integrated faith based approach
to environmental and justice issues
is ‘made up of simple daily gestures
which break with the logic of violence,
exploitation, and selfishness’. Rather
than resigning ourselves to pessimism
or apathy let us daily ask God’s
assistance in discerning what the
world needs and what we can offer;
by living wisely, thinking deeply and
living generously in the power of the
Holy Spirit.”

NEW SCHOOL
MASTERPIECE
CAMPAIGN
KICKS OFF
October 28 saw the
official
launch
of
the
Masterpiece
Campaign,
a
legacy fundraising initiative
dedicated to re-building St.
Joseph’s Elementary School in
Kelowna, BC.
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“I Was a Stranger and You Welcomed Me”:
Pastoral Letter on Welcoming Refugees
“I Was a Stranger and You
Welcomed Me,” the Pastoral Letter
now being released by the Episcopal
Commission for Justice and Peace
of the Canadian Conference of
Catholic Bishops (CCCB), comes at
a critical time for the staggering and
unprecedented number of refugees
and displaced persons now present in
our world. It aims at making Canadian
Catholics more aware of the current
situation, while also challenging
them to make a difference in the lives
of refugees through prayer, support,
and the sponsorship of families. The
Pastoral Letter is in continuity with
recent statements of the CCCB,
including:
• Responding as Catholics
to the Refugee Crisis: An
Open Letter to Catholics by
the then CCCB President
Archbishop
Paul-André
Durocher, September 8, 2015
• Statement of Support
for
Joint
Fundraising
Campaign
for
Syrian
Refugees by the Canadian
Catholic Organization for
Development and Peace,
CNEWA Canada, and Aid to
the Church I Need Canada,
September 17, 2015
• Resolution by the Catholic
Bishops of Canada on
Refugees,
CCCB
2015
Plenary Assembly, September
18, 2015.
Welcoming the stranger, as Jesus
teaches us in Matthew 25.35, is not
an option for Christians but a Gospel
requirement. When we do this, “we
open our doors to God,” as Pope
Francis indicates in his2016 Message
for the World Day of Migrants and
Refugees.
The present Pastoral Letter
echoes the call adopted by the
Bishops of Canada at their recent
Plenary Assembly, and issued to all
parishes and religious communities in
Canada, to give serious consideration
to sponsoring a refugee family. More
information on Catholic refugee
sponsors in Canada is given below
to assist those Catholic organizations

that may want further information.
We also invite all our Catholic
brothers and sisters in our country
to pray, as the Pastoral Letter states,
“that our hands and our hearts may
unite with our voices in actions
that will give a loving welcome to
refugees in our country and in our
Christian communities.”
The document is available on
the CCCB Website and from CCCB
Publications. Copies can be ordered
by phone at 1-800-769-1147, by
email at publi@cccb.ca or online at
www.cccbpublications.ca.
CONTACT
INFORMATION
FOR
CANADIAN
CATHOLIC
ORGANIZATIONS SPONSORING
REFUGEES
The refugee sponsorship process
is usually facilitated by means of a
“Sponsorship Agreement” concluded
between a diocese, eparchy or other
religious or community organization,
and the federal government (or, in
Quebec, the provincial government).
Since most dioceses and eparchies
in Canada do not currently have
sponsorship agreements, a list follows
of those Catholic organizations that
already do have such agreements.
Dioceses, religious communities,
or other Catholic organizations
interested in sponsoring refugees may
wish to contact these for information
about becoming a Sponsorship
Agreement Holder themselves, or
perhaps to coordinate sponsorships
with them (for example, the
Archdiocese of Vancouver recently
agreed to facilitate sponsorships
for several other dioceses in British
Columbia which do not have a
sponsorship agreement).
BRITISH COLUMBIA
Archdiocese of Vancouver
Service and Justice Office
Phone: (604) 683 0281 x50237
Email: osj@rcav.org
Diocese of Nelson
Refugee Sponsorship Committee
kgermaine@okanagan.bc.ca

“Let Little Children Come to me”
(Mark 10:14)
The children’s park adjacent to the
Columbia Garden Village was crowded
and overflowing with little children. I
stopped a while to have a closer look
at them. With their multicolour shoes
on their tiny feet, they were running
here and there actively engaging their
mothers. The mothers were delighted
to follow them with great attention.
Their happiness and joy was quite
evident from their gestures and facial
expressions. Variety of children
from several ethnic backgrounds
occupied with variety of activities. The
onlookers had great fun and laughter
because they forgot their own world
and associated with the children. The
children mingled together freely,
walked side by side, held each other’s
hands without any gender bias and
shared their toys and play things with
their new friends. It was a delightful
sight which I cherished for a long
time. All the play equipment that the
park had, was totally occupied and
were cooperating with the little ones.
If they had life in them, certainly they
would have with warmth and affection
embraced each and every child. Such
a heartwarming feeling was not only
a pleasant experience, but also a
reflective moment as I thought of the
wonderful phrase “Let little children
come to me” from Mark 10:14.
Each child is a precious gift of God
to the family. “Children are a gift from
God”(Psalm 127:3) Parents welcome
and nurture each offspring with
tenderness, joy and care for them with
amazing affection and love. Each child
perpetuates the memory of the parents.
Parents and grandparents glory in their
children and their children’s children.
Some say that their grand kids are their
joy and delight. The reciprocal love of
the siblings in a family promotes the
longevity of their parents. Occasionally
we see parents having their children
on their shoulders and children are
very fortunate to have such loving
parents. I have seen mothers carrying
their children in their arms with their
wonderful maternal touch. Isaiah 60:45 explains this aspect of joy filled
activity of the parent, “You shall see
them carried and become radiant, for
your heart shall thrill and rejoice”. The
Psalms extensively speak of children

and especially Psalm 128:3 “Children
are like olive shoots and they surround
your table” giving parents happiness
and prosperity.
A mother shared her maternal
experience. Even when she came
home tired and exhausted from a day’s
heavy work, on seeing her little child,
her tiredness was gone altogether
with her daily worries. Each family
feels the same way as this mother at
the face of their young ones. Every
parent is touched by the grace of their
children. In those moments, the parent
also becomes a little child to move into
the word of their child. In the modern
world, parents do not get enough time to
spend with their little ones due to work
pressures and family dynamics. But we
wish that every family is able to spend
quality time with their young ones to
facilitate their growth and nurture the
wonderful spirit of parenting.
William Wordsworth uses a
thought provoking expression, “The
Child is the Father of the Man”
and explains deeply that people’s
potentialities are formed when they are
children. A person will have the same
qualities as an adult that he/she had
as a child. Therefore happy childhood
is essential for a fruitful and thriving
adult life. The child is pure, innocent
and spontaneous. When it is nurtured
with good qualities, attitudes, manners
and behaviours, it becomes a good
man/woman, good husband/wife and
ultimately a good parent. Positive
life nurturing impressions get deeply
rooted and imprinted in their minds.
These traits form a solid foundation
for the child’s adult life and determine
their personality.
Children found a welcoming place
on the lap of Christ. “Let little children
come to me”(Mk 10:14) He touched
and blessed them with warmth and
love. May God touch and bless all
our children. Pope Francis appeals to
all parents to spend quality time with
their children in their developmental
years and care them with warmth and
tenderness.
With every good wishes!
Rev.Gabriel C.
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Fr. Sylves
ter
Corriveau Ibekwe was ordain
ed priest b
, OFM Ca
yB
p, Octobe
Conceptio
r
13, 2015 in ishop John
n Parish,
Kelowna.
Immacula
te

Rev. Dominic Trinh Do
was ordained deacon by
Bishop
John Corriveau, OFM
Cap, October 12, 2015 in
St.
Pius X Church, Kelown
a.
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Diocese Celebrates
Bishop John’s 50th
Anniversary of
Ordination to the
Priesthood
November
12
at
Immaculate
Conception Church, Kelowna. After the
thanksgiving mass, reception followed at
ICC Parish hall.a

Fr. James Ratcliffe celebrates
50th Ordination anniversary
On Saturday, 06 June, Fr. Jim Ratcliffe celebrated
his 50th anniversary of Ordination to the Priesthood,
in the company of family members, parishioners and
friends. Mass was celebrated at Christ the Servant
Church in Cranbrook, followed by a banquet in the
parish hall. Fr. Jim continues to be active in ministry.

