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BISHOP’S MESSAGE

“Christ made Himself poor for you” (2 Cor. 8,9)
the measure of solidarity: “I do
not mean that there should be
relief for others and pressure
on you, but it is a question of
a fair balance between your
present abundance and their
need” (2 Cor 8:13-14). Such
solidarity cannot be legislated,
it exists only through the
power and inspiration of love.
Consequently, the solidarity
of the Corinthians must be
“a voluntary gift and not...an
extortion” (2 Cor 9:5). Because
solidarity ﬂows from the love
of our Lord Jesus Christ who
“for your sakes became poor”
(2 Cor 8:9), it enriches not only
the receiver but the giver as
well (2 Cor 9:11).

Bishop John Corriveau, OFM Cap.

During Lent the Church
collectively embraces the call
to interior renewal announced
in the liturgical reading for Ash
Wednesday: “Be reconciled
to God...so that (in Christ) we
might become the righteousness
of God (2 Cor. 5: 20-21).”
We express this desire for
conversion through prayer,
fasting and almsgiving.
In
his Lenten Message for 2008,
Pope Benedict XVI asks us
to reﬂect, in particular, on the
Christian duty of almsgiving,
citing the beautiful passage
from St. Paul: “Christ made
Himself poor for you (2 Cor
8,9).” As we begin our Lenten
journey, let us embrace with
enthusiasm the invitation of

the Holy Father and deepen our
understanding of the Christian
spirituality which underlies
almsgiving.
The text chosen the Pope to
focus his Lenten Message was
written by St. Paul to inspire
the ﬁrst great act of solidarity
between the churches. St. Paul,
on his way to carry assistance
to the suffering Christians
of Jerusalem, turned to the
generosity of Jesus to inspire
the response of the Corinthians:
“For you know the generous
act of our Lord Jesus Christ,
that though he was rich, yet for
your sakes he became poor, so
that by his poverty you might
become rich” (2 Cor 8:9).

St. Paul’s vision of solidarity
ﬂows directly from his vision
of church: “For just as the body
is one and has many members,
and all the members of the body,
though many, are one body, so
it is with Christ. For in the one
Spirit we were all baptized into
one body – Jews or Greeks,
slaves or free – and we were
all made to drink of one Spirit”
(1 Cor 12:12-13). Since the
greatest gift of the Spirit to the
church is the gift of love (see 1
Cor 13:13), Paul – as indicated
above – turned to the total selfgiving love of Christ, head
of the church, to inspire the
solidarity of the Corinthians.
He appealed to the principle of
distributive justice to determine

The modern Church’s social
teaching on solidarity is found
in the writing of Pope John
Paul II, Sollicitudo rei socialis,
which deﬁnes the moral virtue
of solidarity as a “ﬁrm and
constant determination to be
committed to the common
good, that is, to the good of all
and of each individual, because
we are all really responsible for
all” (SRS 38). This teaching
underlines our Christian duty
to take responsibility for the
welfare of our neighbour: “to
see the ‘other’ - whether a
person, people or nation - ...
on a par with ourselves, in the
banquet of life to which all
are equally invited by God”
(n. 39). Solidarity sees that
“one’s neighbor is...the living
image of God...[who] must
be loved... with the same love
with which the Lord loves him
or her” (n. 40).
Eight centuries earlier St.
Francis of Assisi developed
the same theme but from a
different perspective. While
Pope John Paul II demands that
we take responsibility for our
neighbour, St. Francis boldly
proclaims that we have a right to
depend upon one another! To
a world dominated by arrogant
autonomy and control over all
aspects of one’s personal and
economic life, Francis declares

that there is neither weakness
nor shame in being dependent
upon other people:
“When
people shame them and refuse
them alms, let them thank God
nonetheless, since by just such
humiliations will they receive
great honor before the tribunal
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Be
assured that it is not the victims
of such abuse who are shamed,
but those who inﬂict it”
(Earlier Rule, IX, 6-7). In fact,
Francis conﬁdently declared
that such dependence is a
consequence of being human
and redeemed and is, therefore,
a right: “Alms are a legacy and
something to which the poor
have every right because our
Lord Jesus Christ acquired that
right for us” (Earlier Rule, IX,
8). Francis then concluded:
“So, conﬁdently make known
your needs to the other, so
that the other might ﬁnd what
you need and give it to you”
(Earlier Rule, IX, 10) Francis
gives us a theology of mutual
dependence. St. Francis of
Assisi is an icon of peace
primarily because he lived this
teaching. An interdependent
world is a world at peace!
Globalization has produced
many blessings for our world.
The global economy provides
large segments of the world’s
population with greater security
and well-being than at any
other period of human history.
At the same time, solidarity and
mutual dependence are goals
which are contrary to basic
tenets of the global economy
which control much of the
life and thinking in our world.
The primary goal of the global
economy is the increase of
wealth. According to its logic,
wealth is created when it is
concentrated in the hands of the
few, not when it is shared with
the many! This is a denial of
solidarity. Another basic goal
of globalization is to maximize
proﬁts. Proﬁt is increased as
dependence is created. The
more others ...continued on p4
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Jerelynn MacNeil,
new principal,
St. Mary’s Catholic
School, Cranbrook.

Honoured
members
of
St. Francis/
St. Anthony
CWL
(Trail)

Education
• BEd (Physical Education, English), University of New Brunswick (1991)
• Masters in Distance Education, Athabasca University (2007)

Employment
St. Francis/St. Anthony Catholic Women’s League held a
Christmas Luncheon in early December where members were
honoured with certiﬁcates for long service. Members honoured
were: Vicky Bisaro and Mary Cargnelli with 60 yrs.; Eleanor
Sovran - 50 yrs.; Pam Fischer and Terry Hilts - 35 yrs. and Marie
Gazda - 30 yrs. Vicky and Marie were pleased to be present for the
occasion.

A Tribute to Bishop
Eugene Cooney
By: Janet Kormish,
Director, Project Rachel
Diocese of Nelson, B.C.

The diocese of Nelson, B.C.
has been blessed in many ways
through the leadership and
shepherding of Bishop Eugene.
I speciﬁcally want to thank him
on behalf of our diocese and
the Project Rachel team for his
dedication and ongoing support
of Project Rachel, a ministry
of healing and recovery from
abortion.
Shortly after being ordained
as bishop, Most Reverend
Eugene Cooney implemented
a plan to bring the ministry
of post-abortion healing and
restoration to the people of
this diocese. It was his vision
and desire to ensure that those
who are suffering from an
abortion experience would
have access to a post-abortion
recovery program. In 1998,
this dream became a reality.
Project Rachel, a ministry
of
individual
counseling
for abortion recovery, and
Rachel’s Vineyard, a healing

group process conducted over
a weekend, have since become
ﬁrmly established in our
diocese.
The seeds of our local
Rachel post-abortion ministry
which were planted here by
Bishop Eugene have ﬂourished
far beyond the Diocese of
Nelson. Our Rachel’s Vineyard
team has mentored new teams
who have established Rachel’s
Vineyard sites in Vancouver,
Saskatchewan and Winnipeg.
A lady who participated in a
Rachel’s Vineyard weekend
retreat in Winnipeg went on to
start a new Rachel’s Vineyard
site in Ottawa. Sarah Donnelly,
former director of the Family
Life ofﬁce in Calgary attended
the ﬁrst workshop on abortion
and healing offered in Kelowna.
Upon her return to Calgary she
implemented Project Rachel in
the Calgary diocese. Later, it
spread to other areas of Alberta.
And so, just like a huge mustard
tree grows from a small seed,
Rachel’s Vineyard continues to
spread throughout Canada.

• Classroom teacher in Rocky Mountain School District No.6 (Golden), (1995-2002)
• Classroom teacher, Edmonton Catholic (1991-1994)

Professional Service
• President, Rocky Mountain Teachers’ Association (2004- 2007)
• Vice-President, Rocky Mountain Teachers’ Association (2002-2004)
• President, Golden Teachers’ Association (2002-2007)
• Vice-President, East Kootenay Teachers’ Association (2002-2007)
• BCTF AGM 2007 Ombudsperson
• Staff Rep, Golden, 2000-2002
• Health & Safety Rep, Golden, 2000-2002

Community and Public Service
• Royal Canadian Legion bagpiper (1994-Present)
• Golden Minor Hockey registrar – (2005-Present)
Former basketball ofﬁcial (Fredericton, Edmonton, Cranbrook Associations)
Jerelynn and her husband Shawn have three children in grades ﬁve, six and seven.
Shawn, a professional engineer from Newfoundland, is the owner of KALJON Forest
Engineering Ltd.

Our Lady of Lourdes
Westbank donation
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from page 2... depend upon
our goods and services, the
higher the price that can be
demanded! Dependence in
the global economy is not
something to be celebrated as
St. Francis recommends, “the
consequence of being human
and redeemed, and...a right”
(see ER IX, 8). Rather, in the
global economy dependence is
feared because it leaves people
weak and exposed! In the
global economy the discovery
of the dependence of the other
is not an invitation to service
(see ER IX, 10), but rather an
opportunity to exploit others
for greater personal proﬁt and
advantage. The efﬁciency of the
global economy is built upon
the concentration of power and
the triumph of competition. This
applies primarily to economic
relationships. However, it
produces a mentality and
attitudes which go far beyond
the world of economics and

affects all areas of human life
and relationships. The approach
to life nourished by the global
economy rarely produces unity
and communion. Most often,
global economic forces and the
philosophies that direct them
produce division and discord,
undermining
relationships
between peoples, but also
within families.
The multiplication of the
loaves and ﬁsh is a miracle
of solidarity. In the Gospel
of Mark, when the apostles
complain of their inability to
feed the crowds, Jesus says:
“How many loaves have you?
(Mk 6:38). Jesus makes clear
that God’s miracles do not
replace human enterprise! The
apostles ﬁrst had to stretch their
own capacities to the limit.
The gospel of John includes a
signiﬁcant detail missed by the
other evangelists: “There is a
boy here who has ﬁve barley
loaves and two ﬁsh” (Jn 6:9).

Priests at
Holy Cross
Creston
Centennial

February 2008
I have always found it difﬁcult
to understand that in a crowd of
5,000 there should be so little
food available. Perhaps John
provides an insight. Perhaps
others in the crowd had their bits
of bread and ﬁsh, but only one
boy had the generosity to share
his all! With that important
piece of information, John adds
another crucial element to the
miracle of Jesus: solidarity. In
the multiplication of the loaves,
Jesus dramatically increases
the effect of the generous act
of solidarity of one boy with
ﬁve barley loves and two ﬁsh.
God’s miracles begin where
human generosity extends to its
limits! The boy with the barley
loaves and ﬁshes did more than
feed the crowds. His generous
act brought that disparate, selfabsorbed crowd of people into
unity in the heart of Christ.
In drawing our attention to
the gospel call to almsgiving,
Pope Benedict XVI tweaks our

conscious to open our purses
to the poor. However, he does
more: he offers us an opportunity
to explore a new world vision
where all are sisters and
brothers, sons and daughters.
May this be one of the fruits of
our Lenten Journey.

Peace and unity in Christ
Jesus, our Risen Lord,
John Corriveau, OFM Cap.
Bishop of Nelson
Ash Wednesday
February 6, 2008

Raise the Roof
Concert
On Friday April 4, 2008,
the Chuck Bisset Singers
will be performing a beneﬁt
concert at Christ the Servant
Church to - you guessed
it – Raise the Roof. You
are invited to share in this
quality evening of song and
good will. Performances
will vary from full choir,
men’s and women’s small
choral
groups,
student

performances, and a special
performance from Chuck.
Tickets will be on sale in
early March from St. Mary’s
Parish ofﬁce (426-3298) and
at Max’s Place on Victoria.
Check local advertising for
more details. Proceeds will
go toward the new roof of
Christ the Servant Church,
Cranbrook.
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— Hope for the Future —
By: Bart van Roijen,
Diocesan Director of Vocations

At present, we have four young men
studying for our diocese at St. Joseph’s
Seminary in Edmonton. These four
men include one man from Uganda
and three men from the Philippines. It
is felt that by taking most, if not all,
of their theological studies in Canada,
these four men will have a chance
to get used to our different culture,
work on minimizing their accents
and gain some valuable experience in
ministry. From all indications, they
are doing splendidly. Please pray for
them. They include: Gerald Sekanga,
Cerlouie Jimenez, Brigoly Geromo and
Neil Lustado. We also have a former
Mennonite Minister who has converted
to Catholicism and who’s engaged in a
two year program of studies preparing

him to be accepted for ordination into
the Roman Catholic priesthood. His
name is Robert McRae.
In addition to these men, we are
pursuing three prospective seminarians
from Vietnam who have been highly
recommended by their home diocese but
who have not received approval from the
communist government to enter studies
in their home country. Their situation is
quite unique, considering their initial
desire to serve the people of Vietnam.
They have now embraced the reality that
they will have to pursue their vocation
outside their home country. Please pray
for them.
Lastly, there are at least two
prospective seminarians from Kelowna
who are considering entering the
seminary next year. I continue to ask
for your prayers and the prayers of the

My Vocation Story
By: Gerald Sekanga
First Theology student at St. Joseph’s Seminary for the Diocese of Nelson

My desire to become a priest
started when I was 9 or 10 years
old. I was born in Uganda 27
years ago from a strong catholic
family.
I attended catholic
school and had a chance of
serving in my home parish as
an altar boy. My parish had
10 sub-stations. Every Sunday
a priest from the parish would
visit three of these stations for
mass in the company of some
altar boys.
One day, while traveling to
one of these stations with my
parish priest in his car, and
after we had recited the rosary
together, the priest asked me:
“Gerald, do you want to be a
priest like me in the future?”
Quickly my answer was “yes”.
Then he spontaneously prayed:
“God, call him to share in
the same happiness I have
received in this vocation.” As
a primary school kid I did not
fully understand the depth of his
prayer.
As I grew up, the missionary
Gerald Sekanga 1

entire Church for these young men.
Each of them has faced, and will face,
their own obstacles towards ordination.
May the Lord strengthen them in their
resolve and their discernment as they
continue along the journey.
In some ways, things are looking
more hopeful. In addition to a new
Bishop, it is my hope that we may
continue to work together as a Diocese
and as parishes to call forth the gifts in
each one of our communities. May the
ordination and installation of Bishop
John Corriveau, O.F.M. Cap. usher
in a new springtime of vocations and
ministry within the Church. May it be
our gift to him, but especially to God,
of our willingness to serve Christ in his
people.

Neil Lustado 1

zeal and commitment of this parish
priest touched my life. He was more
than a friend to me. He always desired
that I was as happy as he was.
Due to old age and ailments Father
had to go back to his native country of
Belgium. I continued with my studies
through high school and college. One
weekend I attended a youth seminar
animated by a Don Bosco priest who
took us into, what he termed, a “spiritual
gymnasium”, singing and praying by
heart the prayer of St. Francis of Assisi.
This prayer touched the core of my
being and I realized that there was some
thirst in me that could not be appeased
by just hanging out with friends. Then,
very naturally, this led me into reﬂecting
on my life. I felt a need to respond. It
was as if Jesus led me through an open
door and I simply walked in. I joined
religious life, and over the period of
7 years I came to realize that I would
feel happier as a missionary serving in
a diocesan capacity. After discernment,
with the help of my spiritual director, I
left religious life to continue my studies
for the Diocese of Nelson B.C.

Brigoly Geromo

I am in St. Joseph’s Seminary doing
my ﬁrst year in Theology. I am so
happy with my life and have come to
understand what my parish priest meant
when he prayed for my happiness in
following this vocation; a life which
brings me closer to God every day.
Cerlouie Jimenez
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EDITORIAL

“Called to be saints”
This issue marks two beginnings—the season of Lent, and the ministry of Bishop John
Corriveau, OFM, Cap—which should inspire us of Jesus’ way of inaugurating the good
news.
In the gospel of Matthew, noting the meaning of Zebulun and Napthali, Jesus started
from the symbols of humiliation toward the kingdom of glory.
This reality should encourage us to observe Lent as a period of acknowledging our
limitations before God, so that we may be imbued by God’s grace to celebrate the joy of
Easter, guided by our new bishop whose coat of arms bears the pitcher and the basin—the
symbols of service, the washing of the feet.
In his remarks during his installation, Bishop John reminded us of our call to wash the
feet of the world.
To draw the world into the love of God, we need to follow this call.
- CB

OWNER
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CWL tackles Human Trafficking
On January 20, 2008 St.
Rita’s
Castlegar
Council
of the Catholic Women’s
League of Canada held its ﬁrst
information/prayer service on
the issue of Human Trafﬁcking.
The session consisted of a
DVD of Victor Malarek,
investigative journalist with
CTV’s W-FIVE and author
of the book, The Natashas,
the New Global Sex Trade.
The DVD was a hard-hitting,
impassioned description of the
realities of the “ﬂesh trade” and
its implications for Canada.
After
the
DVD
the
participants had a roundtable discussion on this issue
balancing their horror of the
situation with positive ideas
for future work in this area.
Cards were signed and sent
to the Minister of Citizenship
and
Immigration
asking
the government to stop the

legalization of prostitution in
this country which Malarek
says is “a gift to trafﬁckers
and pimps.” Everywhere that
legalization has occurred the
perpetrators of sex slavery
crime are transformed into
respectable
businessmen
but the “employees” mostly
women and children are treated
the same as before by being
ensnared, brutally crushed
for resistance, isolated and
terriﬁed. This leads to utter
despair and belief that the only
way out for them is addiction
or death.

laws, health and education, the
things we take for granted in
our country.
Our work has started and
we are grateful to be involved
to help eradicate this heinous
crime against humanity.
CWL, Castlegar, BC

We also donated to the
registration of 15 Sudanese
children. It is probably not well
known that there are millions
of children worldwide who
are not registered at birth, thus
making them easy targets for
trafﬁckers. These unregistered
children have no recourse to
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Anniversaries of Ordination or Profession in 2008
Please extend congratulations and good wishes to the priests and sisters who will observe
anniversaries of Ordination or Profession in 2008:
Rev. James Morelli
Rev. John Doherty
Rev. Sebastian Puthenpura
Rev. George Thattuparampil
Rev. Jim McHugh

Creston
Ireland
Summerland
Fernie
Invermere

April 2/38
June 29/63
January 30/78
December 21/83
May 18/98

70th
45th
30th
25th
10th

Sr. Anna Stauber, SCSL
Sr. Margaret Walsh, CND
Sr. Rosemary Shannon

Oliver
Nelson
Kelowna

August 14/48
August 19/58
August 19/58

60th
50th
50th

Congratulations to all Jubilarians. May our Lord continue to bless them in their ministries.

Editorial, Circulation and
Advertising Address:
Box 519
phone:
fax:
email:

Fernie BC, V0B 1M0
250-423-6127
250-423-3500
holyfamilyfernie@shaw.ca

Publisher:
Editor:
Associate Editors:
Staff:

Bishop John Corriveau, OFM Cap
Rev. Conrado Beloso
Rev. Harry Clarke,
Bob Greene
Marilyn Gareau, Regina Vinge,
Mary Marasco, Mary Jane Leppard,
Fred Ruﬁange, Peter Reghenas
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A new manger for St. Anthony’s
Church, Trail, BC
In the early 1970’s, when
Father Ulric Ell was pastor
of St. Anthony’s Parish, 2
parishioners came forward
to build what was to become
a cherished adornment for
Christmas celebrations up to
the present day. Joe Guercio
and Frank Giardullo built
an impressive and beautiful
manger with surrounding
ﬁelds, hills and vegetation
and all skillfully crafted from
wood. Another parishioner
and local artist, Ritz Cavasin,
painted a beautiful evening
backdrop of the town and Star
of Bethlehem (oil on canvas).
The frame for this immense
painting was constructed by

well-known Trailite, Charles
Bailey.
Each year since that time,
Joe has carefully undertaken
the assembly and dismantling
of this manger and it has been
no small chore as the various
pieces were most heavy and
awkward.
This year, Joe along with
another Trail parishioner, Bill
Burkholder, undertook the
enormous task of recreating
the manger, this time out of
styrofoam and plaster and
other modern-day artistic
mediums in order to make it
more permanent and lighter
in weight. They added new

dimensions, such as the lifelike stream complete with two
bridges and a waterfall, and a
roadway upon which ﬁgurines
of shepherds and wise men
and women walk in search of
their Savior. They began this
undertaking near the end of
October and worked on their
project 2 to 3 times each week
until the 3rd week of Advent.
The Parish of St. Francis/
St. Anthony in Trail is deeply
grateful to Joe & Bill for their
inspiration and hard work and
parishioners will be able to
enjoy the fruits of their labour
for many years to come.

Holy Cross Church
Centennial 1907 – 2007
Holy Cross Church celebrated its
centennial on September 2 & 3, 2007.
Celebrations began on Sunday
September 2nd with a mass at
10 am. This was followed by
a luncheon in the Parish Hall
catered by the CWL. Celebrations
continued on Monday September
3rd. Parishioners met in front of
the Grotto along with 13 priests.
A commemorative plaque was
blessed by Most Reverend
Monsignor Charles Mulvihill
on entry to the church. Msgr.
Mulvihill celebrated the mass
along with the 13 priests. Monte
Anderson supplied the music
during mass and Carrie Oko sang
Ave Maria.

catered by Stephane
Munro’s Restaurant.

from

Following mass a social hour
followed with fellowship with
visiting priests and returning
parishioners.
Prior to the
banquet the head table was piped
in by piper Frank Bishop. The
afternoon program was MC’d by
Zbygnief Staszczak. The head
table was introduced followed
by Father Bettin offering the
blessing.
The banquet was

Presentations were then
made by:
Msgr. Mulvihill,
CWL president of Nelson
Diocese Caroline Ann Alter,
Grand Knight Gilles Decare, Fr.
Conrado Beloso Dean of East
Kootenay Deanery, Fr. George
Thattuparampil Parish Priest of
Holy Cross Church. Greetings
from the Town of Creston were
presented by Mayor Joe Snopek.

A program followed the meal
with entertainment supplied by
Danielle Sontag, Marie Therese
Martinez, Frank Bishop, Andre
Robert and a centennial song
prepared by Irene Deprey with
music accompanied by Monte
Anderson.
Cutting of the cake ceremony
was carried out by several
senior members from the Parish
including our oldest member Ann
Staples. The beautiful cake was
prepared by Pauline Brezden.

Welcome
Bishop
John Corriveau

A power point presentation
was given by Donna and
Zbygnief Staszczak outlining the
major historic events of the past
100 years.
Concluding the afternoon
activities special thank you’s
were given to the Centennial
committee, fund raising by Pat
Doyle, decorating committee,
set up crew and Andre Robert for
his great work on roof and stove
repairs to the hall.
This brought the ceremonies
to an end.
The Knights of Columbus
contributed a large stone carving
with the Ten Commandments.
These have been placed in front
of the church.
David and Joyce Bilodeau put
together a centennial book which
is being sold to our parishioners.
By Centennial Committee:
Gary Boyden, Marion Nygren,
Zbygnief Staszczak

FROM THE STAFF
AT SETON HOUSE
We look forward to sharing our ministry with you.
We pray God’s blessing on you as you
begin your ministry with us.

SETON HOUSE
EVENTS
February 9 – Our annual Dinner/Silent Auction
For tickets call Donna at 763-3435
March 28 to 30 - The Live-in
Contact Ann Jannsens at 769-4665
April 3 to 6 - Women’s Cursillo
Contact Renée Burzuk at 763-7646
April 17 to 20 – Men’s Cursillo
Contact Les Symes at 762-8751
April 25 to 26 – Nelson Diocesan Charismatic
Conference at St. Charles Garnier Church
Contact Gladys Miller – 442-8589
Photo (left to right) Fr Don Wilson, Donna Goss,
Bob Foers, Muriel Foers, Evelyn Yson

Advisory Group
Fr. Don Wilson
Patrick Walls (Chair)
Peg Day (Secretary)
Ethna Tutt

Fr. Pat Monette
Steve Tuck
Jim Herperger
John McCormack

Hilde Schneider

Gertrude Nygaard
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Knights of Columbus
2007 parish feast
day dinner
The Knights of Columbus
Council 1560 (Nelson) hosted
an evening celebration on
December 8, 2007.
This
event was staged to recognize
the Feast of the Immaculate
Conception and to help usher
in the Christmas season. Over
one hundred and ﬁfty people
attended this event.
An authentic Italian dinner
was served followed by a
Christmas Nativity Pageant; a
skit from ‘Va Pensiero’; and, an
appearance by St. Nicholas.
The Saint Joseph school

There was a request for
funds from Agnes Newman.
The Knights of Columbus
responded by donating the
proceeds of the breakfast on
January 6 for both parents
who are accompanying their
daughter, Miranda to World
Youth Day in Australia in
2008. Seventeen people are
planning to attend according to
the coordinating committee in
Kelowna.

gymnasium was festively
decorated and the costuming for
the pageant and the skit were
outstanding.
St. Nicholas handed out gifts
to the children who were present.
Each family present was also
called up to St. Nicholas and he
presented them with a rosary,
which the Knights had ordered
from their head ofﬁce.
Our many thanks go out to the
cooks who cooked an awesome
meal; the Cathedral Youth group
who served the meal; the actors
and actresses who acted in the

Left to right are:
pageant and the skit; and, one of
the Cathedral’s choirs who sang
during the pageant.

We would also like to thank
the Cathedral church community
for supporting this event.

Grand Knight Michele DeMeo,
St. Nicholas (Robert Tremblay)
presenting a gift to Brenden
Vulcano and Randy Gris.

Princeton prepares for World Youth Day

On the photo, you will see
Fred Klein, Grand Knight in
Princeton handing the proceeds
to Miranda. On her right, you
will recognize Agnes and
Laurence Newman, also Ray
Jarvis and Ed Goudreau.
It might be of some interest
to give some insight to World
Youth Day
World Youth Day is a
gathering of Catholic young
people from around the world.
Held every two-to-three years,
it has been hosted all over the
world, including Rome, Buenos
Aires and Manila. The Manila
event attracted more than ﬁve
million pilgrims.
It was initiated by Pope John
Paul II in 1984 “to consolidate
the ordinary youth ministry by
offering new encouragement

for commitment, objectives
which foster ever greater
involvement and participation”
(Letter from Pope John Paul II
- Seminar on WYD 1996).

is a major part of the upsurge
in Catholic Youth Work over
recent years.

It is also celebrated on a
diocesan level annually and

1984 Rome, Italy
1985 Rome, Italy

Year Location

1987 Buenos Aires,
Argentina
1989 Santiago de
Compostela, Spain
1991 Czestochowa, Poland
1993 Denver, United States
1995 Manila, Philippines

1997
2000
2002
2005
2008

Paris, France
Rome, Italy
Toronto, Canada
Cologne, Germany
Sydney, Australia
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Generous hearts found in Osoyoos
For the past three years the children of
St. Anne’s Church in Osoyoos have found
the feeling of giving to be a good one.
Every November the Grades 1 – 7
students donate their extra Halloween
candy to the Agape Street Ministry in
Vancouver’s downtown east side. Each
year Agape distributes more than 250,000
sweets to help the people on the street
who are suffering from drug withdrawal
symptoms. To ﬁnd out more about Agape
go to www.agapestreetministry.org The
parents and parishioners of St. Anne’s
also take part in the candy drive by taking
advantage of the after Halloween sales or
handing in their surplus candy. Usually
enough goodies are collected to ﬁll 5 or 6
boxes. A parishioner volunteers to deliver
the boxes to Agape, so it is a real parish
effort.
The parish also participates in the
catechism ‘Adopt a Family for Christmas’
project that has been very successful and
rewarding in past years.
A local family is asked if they would like
to be the recipient of a special Christmas
hamper. Gifts which are speciﬁcally
chosen for each member of the family
and the makings of a Christmas dinner are
included. Some of the catechism children
are assigned a different family member
and told their clothes size or hobbies and
interests they may have. This way gifts can
be personalized. The other grades collect
food and money to ensure the family will
have a complete Christmas dinner. On
the last catechism night before Christmas
the children all get together and wrap the
presents so they are ready to be delivered
to the family. The quantity of items is
usually overwhelming for the family and
they are very grateful.

The catechism children of St. Anne’s Church in Osoyoos pose with their Halloween candy donations
which were sent to the Agape Street Ministry in eastside Vancouver.

To carry on with the adopting theme
the catechism children ‘Adopt a Senior’
for Lent. Parish seniors who are alone, ill
or in need of special prayers are located
and one member is assigned to each class.
The children then pray for their ‘seniors’
throughout Lent, make cards or crafts for
them and some are invited to visit the
classrooms. The connection is a positive
one and beneﬁts both children and elders.
St. Anne’s Church is not a large parish
but the children do have big hearts. As
the saying goes, ‘Changing the world one
child at a time’.
(Story and photos by Lori Stodola)

The catechism children of St. Anne’s also collected gifts, food and money
to give a local parish family a brighter Christmas.
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New Bishop is imparting his
blessings after ordination.

February 2008

Diocese
welcomes
new
Bishop
Most Reverend John Corriveau, OFM
Cap, was ordained bishop by Most Reverend
Luigi Ventura, Apostolic Nuncio to Canada
in Immaculate Conception Church, Kelowna,
January 30, 2008.
Bishop John, former minister general of the
Franciscan Order of Friars Minor Capuchins,
was appointed by Pope Benedict XVI to succeed
Bishop Eugene Cooney last November 30,
2007. He was born in Zurich, Ontario in 1941
and ordained a priest in 1965.
Bishop John was installed as the sixth Bishop
of Nelson last January 31, 2008 at the Cathedral
of Mary Immaculate, Nelson, BC by Most
Rev. Raymond Roussin, S.M., Archbishop of
Vancouver.

Capuchin priests line up
before Bishop’s ordination.
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Papal Nuncio leads
the opening prayer.

Papal Nuncio is imposing
his hands on the new Bishop.

Bishop Cooney is imposing
his hands on his successor.
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Dean Gigliotti and
Fred Rufiange present
$6,000 from Knights of
Columbus for church
roof fund of Fernie.

Holy Family Parish raises funds for roof

Patrice Oscienny
presents $4,000 from
CWL to Fr. George
Thattuparampil for the
roof fund of Fernie.

February 2008
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Seeing Beauty
On January 3, 2008 the
world lost an elegant and faithﬁlled voice. The Irish writer and
poet, John O’Donohue, died
peacefully in his sleep. John was
only 53, but had a wisdom and
depth coming from a lifetime
of contemplative reﬂection in
the midst of the beauty of the
Conamara landscape in which
he lived. His books, “Anam
Cara”,
“Eternal
Echoes”,
and “Beauty, the Invisible
Embrace”, reveal the depths
of his own spiritual journey.
His insights into friendship,
the deep longings of the human
heart, and the true sources of
compassion, serenity and hope
have brought consolation and
courage to many readers about
the globe. It is the journey into
the heart of God that motivates
his writing and stirs the embers
of our own deeper longings.
In the closing passages
of his book, “Beauty”, he
remarks that “to participate
in beauty is to come into the
presence of the Holy. It is we
who exile ourselves from God
... Sometimes the urgency of

our hunger blinds us to the
fact that we are already at the
feast. To accept this can change
everything: we are always
home, never exiled. Although
our minds constantly insist on
seeing walls of separation, in
reality most of the walls are
mere veils. In every moment,
everywhere, we are not even
inches away from the divine
presence ... at the heart of
spirituality is the awakening of
real presence ... When you are
truly present, you are there as
you are: image and pretension
are left aside. Perhaps the
secret of spiritual integrity has
to do with an act of acceptance,
namely a recognition that you
are already within the divine
embrace.( cf “Beauty”, p. 226227) These are insights from
his own journey, his own quest
for God, a quest now fulﬁlled in
the embrace of the One who is
eternal Beauty..
What of our journey? Do we
stop to gaze at the beauty around
us, take time to be in awe? Do
we recognize the gift that is
unfolding in our lives, even in

the more difﬁcult moments,
and give thanks ... Do we stop
long enough and become silent
enough to hear the longings
that stir deep within our own
hearts? Do we recognize the
loving embrace of God that is
always near, always seeking to
bring us to the fulﬁllment of
our human lives?
Even Jesus needed to take
time to be still with God. In
the gospels He makes a regular
practice of withdrawing to a
lonely place to pray. He chooses
to do this despite the hectic pace
of His ministry. He recognizes
his need to be in touch with the
Beauty and the Purpose and the
Love that is at the depths of His
reality and of the reality that is
our world. And we? Surely we
can do the same!
To go away by ourselves to
be with God is not an exercise
of self-indulgent escapism,
but rather a highly beneﬁcial
practice of self-care.
“But I haven’t time,” we
protest, “There’s too much to
do, too many projects to be
completed, too many deadlines
to be met. Maybe later, when
things are under control...”
The good news – or perhaps

the bad news – is this:
for most of us things will
never be under control.
(And possibly God doesn’t
care very much about this
particular human obsession.)
Moreover, everything will
be waiting for us right where
we left it when we come
back, but hopefully we will
return with a peace of heart,
a wideness of vision and a
patience born of knowing
we are loved.
For
Jesus,
quiet
communion with the Father
was an urgent need when
life’s demands were most
pressing. It is also a need
for us so that we might
better see the deeper reality
in which we live. Then, as
John O’Donohue suggests, it
is good to share our insights
with an “anam cara,” a “soul
friend”, one whose wisdom
we trust and who out of their
own life experience can
walk with us in our unique
quest for meaning and life,
in our quest to glimpse the
face of God within and
among us and know God’s
loving embrace.
Sister Nancy Hurren, CND
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Princeton’s
Christmas
alter

Once more the altar was well
decorated for the season.
Twenty one poinsettia pots
surrounded the creche and
were a pleasure to the eye for
all of the Christmas season.
Thanks to the generosity of the
parishioners who purchased
the plants for the occasion,
this helped to celebrate the
birth of Christ.
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Live the Beatitudes now
By Beverly Pulyk,
Superintendent
of
Catholic
Schools of the Nelson Diocese

Annually, the employees
in the Catholic schools of the
diocese are called together
for a Catholic Schools’
Conference.
This
past
September, Father Eugene
O’Reilly, a Redemptorist
priest
from
Toronto,
challenged participants to
“live the Beatitudes now”. He
presented that the Beatitudes
are a foundation to being
happy as well as a philosophy
of life. Through stories,
laughter and some tears,
Father Eugene highlighted
ﬁve of the Beatitudes. Here
a few of his comments that
touched me that I thought
might touch some of you.
Father Eugene talked about
the thief of the past and the

thief of the future. The thief of
the past wants us to focus on
guilt, shame and regret when
instead we should be focusing
on the need to forgive others
and ourselves and then to
move forward in our lives.
The thief of the future wants
us to worry about things in the
future that we cannot control.
Each thief is trying to steal
the present and we need to be
aware of how the two thieves
affect each of us in truly living
out the Beatitudes.

forget the spirit.” “Christianity
is a way of living.” “Perfection
does not exist this side of
heaven.”
He challenged us with
comments like the following.
“If we understand that we are
loved unconditionally then
we can change.” “We need
to be an anecdote for this
violent world. We need to be
prophets of grace.” “Poverty
of spirit means to have room
in your heart for God. Where
your heart is there is your

treasure.” “People today
are encouraged not to
mourn, but we must mourn
our losses as it allows us
to let go and live in the
moment.” “We are called
to wash other’s feet every
day.”
May his words challenge
each of us “to go forth
from the cozy ruts of our
daily lives and be Christ
to others in the world” by
living the beatitude now!

Father Eugene would share
a line or a phrase that touched
people in one way or another.
He said he liked to use phrases
from bumper stickers or fridge
magnets. As he spoke on the
Beatitudes, he built some of
these types of phrases into his
talk. “Love kept Jesus on the
cross, not nails.” “Too many
people teach the law but

What a blessing
By Beverly Pulyk,
Superintendent of Catholic Schools
of the Nelson Diocese

I had the wonderful
opportunity to attend four
Christmas concerts in the
diocese. It is times like these
that I reﬂect on what a blessing
it is to have Catholic Schools in
operation so that families can
choose a faith based education
for their children. Through the
concerts, the Catholic school
students forced many of us to
slow down and focus on the
true meaning of Christmas.
Four schools presented the

Kim Walsh
moved to
Penticton

Christmas story each from a
different perspective - through
the eyes of the animals, the
Christmas tree, the mice, and
the stars. Three other schools
celebrated by sharing their
talents and gifts by performing
traditional carols in a concert
band setting, by producing
a play based on how to bring
the true meaning of Christmas
to others, and by presenting
stories of the Old Testament
which cumulated with the story
of the birth of Jesus.

pass on and celebrate our faith
The seven Catholic schools
in the diocese do that daily.
Whether it be starting the school
day in prayer, celebrating mass
as a school community once
a month, preparing for the
receiving of the sacraments,
learning about the Catholic
faith in religion classes, or
reaching out to others in need,
the children are gaining a better
understanding of our faith and
journeying with Jesus along
the way.

In today’s culture and
climate, it is so important to

What a blessing that students
in our Catholic schools can

Kim Walsh moved to
Penticton. She had been very
active in the parish and kept the
ﬁnances in order. So a date was
set to invite her back to the parish
so that we could all manifest our

have spiritual retreat days,
can talk openly about Jesus,
and can have the school
support them in how to best
prepare during the Advent
and
Lenten
Seasons.
Children are so open to the
message of Jesus and it is
often the children that bring
us as adults along in our
faith journey as well. What
a blessing that schools,
families and parishes can
work together to instill
the Gospel message in the
adults of tomorrow!

thank you acknowledgment.
That date was Sunday,
November 4th after the 11:30
mass in the hall.
Here she is, on the photo
with Connie Howe who is

My
Rosary
As the evening shades
are falling,
Sure I wander back once more
In memory to the chapel
Where I prayed so long ago.
I recall when just at twilight
Amid sweet serenity
Near the Altar of Madonna
Kneel and pray my rosary.
In the hush I feel the rapture
As I hear the church bell ring,
I hear the church bell ring,
I hear an organ playing
And a choir softly sing.
And I see thee in the twilight
With the candle lights aglow,
The Altar of Madonna
Where I knelt so long ago.
The years have passed
so quickly by
And I am far from home,
Far from that dear old chapel
Where I prayed so long ago.
In my heart I’ll always cherish
That dear fond memory,
Kneeling there
beside her Altar
And the sweet serenity.
I still hear the church
bell ringing
I still hear the choir sing,
As the organist plays so softly
The dear, old familiar hymns.
In the quiet and the stillness
]Memory once more
carries me,
To the Altar of Madonna
Where I prayed my rosary.
Ellen M. Allen

proudly holding the cake the
ladies made for the occasion.
May God bless you in
all your enterprises Kim. So
long and thank you!
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Our Lady of Lourdes
Elementary School
welcomes new Bishop
John Corriveau!
Dear Bishop Corriveau,
We hope you’ll soon visit our vibrant, active school. Each
month we have a school mass, as well as leading a monthly 11am
Sunday morning mass with our school choir, student lectors,
ushers and greeters. We would also love to see you at a monthly
Prayer Celebration – this month’s celebration is in honour of the
Feast Day of Our Lady of Lourdes, on February 11.
After the masses on February 10, there will be a free continental
breakfast and Art Show, showcasing the artistic talents of our
students from grades K-7. And speaking of talent, on February 12
at 7pm, we will have our annual Talent Show, an evening featuring
singing, dancing, musical instruments, skits and more! Or, if you
enjoy basketball, the Knights of Columbus will be holding a Free
Throw Competition on February 13.
During Catholic Schools Week, we will get a chance to be
Principal for the Day, King and Queen for the Day, and even
bring our parents to be students for the day!
Our great achievement this past year was the addition of a
wonderful Adventure Playground, thanks to the very generous and
hard working families in our school and church communities, who
helped with funding and installation. Perhaps you could come
and try it out!

Our Saint Nicholas Festivities began with
10:30am mass concelebrated by Bishop Eugene
Cooney and Fr. Wayne Pﬂiger. The Knights of
Columbus Honour Guard’s participation in the
mass added a regal presence. The Kelowna
Children’s Choir directed by Heather Hrasko
and accompanist Paula Zeibart beautifully led
the singing.

We are so grateful for the time Bishop Cooney was able to
spend with us, telling us stories about childhood, and life, and
faith, and we look forward with anticipation to welcoming you in
our parish and school.
Sincerely,
Students, Staff, and Families at
Our Lady of Lourdes Elementary

“Plans are underway to hold a Rachel’s Vineyard
Canadian Regional Conference in Vancouver, July 22 - 25th.
Dr. Theresa Burke, founder of Rachel’s Vineyard, and her
husband, Kevin Burke, co-founder of Rachel’s Vineyard
will be the conference speakers. A number of workshops
will be held, including topics on men and abortion; sexual
abuse, trauma and recovery from trauma.
Information on the new retreat developed by Theresa
Burke, “From Grief to Grace: Reclaiming your Sexual
Dignity” will be provided. The two-day conference will
be followed by a retreat day. We encourage all leaders
and members of Rachel’s Vineyard, clergy, mental
health professionals, medical personnel, social workers,
counselors and any other individuals who are interested in
healing from abortion and sexual abuse to register for the
conference. This conference is sponsored by the Kelowna
and Vancouver Rachel’s Vineyard team members. For more
information contact Janet Kormish, Director of Rachel’s
Vineyard, Diocese of Nelson: 1-250-762-2273.”
Thank you, and may you have a blessed Christmas.
Janet Kormish

St. Charles
Garnier Church
celebrates
St. Nicholas
- by Holly Routley

KELOWNA - Sunday December 16th,
2007 Saint Charles Garnier parish community
celebrated the second Annual Saint Nicholas
Party.

Following mass a hot lunch was provided
thanks to the combined efforts of the Saint
Charles Parish Council, CWL and The Knights
of Columbus. Bishop Cooney helped to select
the winner’s from the Gingerbread House bake
off. All proceeds went to “Our Pilgrimage of
Faith”. The parishioners where then entertained
by a creative play performed by the grade nine
Drama class from Immaculata high school.
The youth did an excellent job delivering a
wonderful moral message for young and old
alike.
Adelightful surprise arrived. Our new Bishop
John Corriveau was met from the airport and
brought to meet the enthusiastic parishioners of
Saint Charles Garnier. Families where thrilled
to have the opportunity to welcome the new
Bishop to Kelowna. Everyone could clearly
see that he like Saint Nicholas has a love for
children as he greeted and patiently posed for
pictures with the children and families.
This year Freedom’s Door was chosen as the
Saint Nicholas Generosity project. Freedom’s
Door is a nonproﬁt Christian registered society
offering Hope, healing and wholeness for men
recovering from addictions.
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“Tell no one about the vision until after the Son of
Man has been raised from the dead”—Matt. 17:9

St Ann’s CWL
Maple Leaf
Service Pin
recipients

Carolyn Elliott, President
St. Ann’s CWL Penticton

At a recent luncheon we presented
6 of our Catholic Women’s League
members with a Maple Leaf Service
Pin. All of these women were worthy
of this honour. Each in their own way
contributed years of faithful service

to the League.
Isabelle Bates received her 50 yr
pin that day.
We also gave out presentation
pins to the women in the photograph.
Marie Bert was a recipient of her 10
year pin but due to poor health was
unable to attend.
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“Even now,
return to me with
all your heart...”
(Joel 2:12a)
By Sister Denise Bérubé, CND

We are beginning our Lenten
journey 2008: a time of more intense
reﬂection on the life of Jesus, a
life so fully lived that it led to his
suffering, death on a cross and to his
renewed life in the resurrection. It
is a time of more intense reﬂection
on the manifestation of God in the
concreteness of the life of Jesus, but
also in the concreteness of our own
lives.
What if we truly believed that
the ashes placed on our forehead on
Ash Wednesday called us to “return
to God with all our hearts”? What
would it mean for our lives if we
had the courage to believe that we
are made in the image of God who
is “gracious, compassionate, slow to
anger, and abounding in kindness”?
What in us needs to be healed,
reconciled, touched by the mercy and
compassion of God? What are we
waiting for? What will it take for us
to come out of our hiding places into
the light? St. Paul tells us “Behold,
NOW is the acceptable time; behold,
NOW is the day of salvation”.
We come to a place on our journey
NOW having already traveled
– some of us longer than others
– but each of us, hopefully deeper
than when we ﬁrst chose to commit
ourselves to the God of our lives and
to the people of God’s. We come to
this Lenten season NOW knowing
our need for God’s living water,
God’s nourishment, as we live today
and look towards tomorrow. God
reminds us again and again that in
order to be living water, we need to
receive living water; in order to love,
we need to let ourselves be loved;
in order to give, we need to receive
from God’s abundance; in order to
heal, we need to be healed ourselves;
in order to choose, we need to be real

about the choices placed
before us (life or death);
in order to follow Jesus,
we need to look at him
and notice (hear, smell,
see, touch, taste) how his
life opened up spaces of
life for so many.
Lent invites us to
spend time reﬂecting
on Scripture, looking at
Jesus, listening deeply so
as to hear what God calls
us to be and to do. It is
not a time in which we
seek suffering. We need
only to face the truth of
our everyday lives and be
open to the cries within
us and around us. Where
do we ﬁnd the courage to
do this? Courage comes
from the French word for
heart – “coeur”. When
we let our brothers and
sisters, and indeed all
of creation, speak to our
hearts, we will have the
courage to connect with
one another. We hear the
call of God to open our
hearts and we respond by
being companions on the
journey.
The gospel stories
are full of life and
movement... movement
toward life rather than
movement toward death.
Our Lenten journey calls
us from the darkness into the light,
through the rock faces (desert)
and the mountain-top wonderment
(Transﬁguration). It is a journey on
which we explore the landscape of
God within us.
Lent is the season of listening
more deeply to the One who calls us

to “return to God with all our hearts”.
It is a time to come to know the One
who continually searches us out and
ﬁnds us, the One who offers us what
our hearts most desire: living water
(Samaritan woman). If we keep the
eyes of our hearts focused on Jesus
we will notice how often he found
his own direction in the light of

the One he calls “Abba”. May this
yearning for the God of Light give
us direction also. Let us, together,
“return to God with all our hearts”
this Lent!
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Great Saint for
Advent Celebrations
Sunday December 16th, 2007
Saint Charles Garnier Parish
community celebrated their second
annual Saint Nicholas Party.
By Holly Routley

The true story of Santa
Claus begins with Nicholas,
a third century saint born in
the little village of Patara, on
the southern coast of Turkey.
His wealthy parents, raised
him to be a devout Christian.
His loving parents died in an
epidemic while Nicholas was
still young. Obeying Jesus’
words to “sell what you own
and give the money to the
poor,” Nicholas used his whole
inheritance to assist the needy,
the sick, and the suffering. He
dedicated his life to serving
God and was elected Bishop
of Myra while still a young
man. Bishop Nicholas became
known throughout the land for
his generosity to those in need,
his love for children, and his
concern for sailors and ships.
He is known as the Patron saint
of Children.
Saint Nicholas is a wonderful
saint to celebrate during the
advent season. Advent is a time
when we prepare to receive
God’s most generous gift to us,
his son Jesus. Saint Nicholas’s
life demonstrates ways for
all of us to live the Christian
virtue of generosity. Nicholas
became so popular because he
was a faithful follower of Jesus
Christ. His life clearly reﬂected
the way each one of us is called
to show God’s love to others,
especially those in need.
Celebrating St. Nicholas
during Advent brings a bit
of fun and festivity into our
homes, churches, and schools.

His small treats and surprises
help keep the spirit of good
St. Nicholas alive, especially
when stories of his kind deeds
are told and then reﬂected in
our actions. When we seek to
express care to those in need in
our community.
Our
Saint
Nicholas
Festivities
began
with
10:30am mass concelebrated
by Bishop Eugene Cooney
and Fr. Wayne Pﬂiger. The
Knights of Columbus Honour
Guard’s participation in the
mass added a regal presence.
The Kelowna Children’s Choir
directed by Heather Hrasko
and accompanist Paula Zeibart
beautifully led the singing.
This must have made the jolly
old saint smile as he had a great
love of children. Parishioners
brought their infant Jesus from
their home nativity sets to be
blessed by Bishop Cooney. It
was wonderful privileges to
have Bishop Cooney so close
to his retirement take the time
to be with us and to deliver
a vibrant and encouraging
homily. We are certain he will
continue to do great things for
Christ and the church in his
retirement.
Following mass a hot
lunch was provided thanks to
the combined efforts of the
Saint Charles Parish Council,
CWL and The Knights of
Columbus. Bishop Cooney
helped to select the winner’s
from the Gingerbread House
bake off. All proceeds went
to “Our Pilgrimage of Faith”.
The parishioners where then

entertained by a creative play
performed by the grade nine
Drama class from Immaculata
high school. The youth did
an excellent job delivering a
wonderful moral message for
young and old alike. God made
each one of us special and loves
us just the way we are.
The excitement started to
soar as the families began
to circulate to the various
Saint Nicholas party activity
stations. This year participants
could choose to decorate
sugar cookies in the shape of
Bishop Saint Nicholas, with
icing and all sorts of goodies.
For the avid crafter they had
the opportunity to make and
decorate elaborate cards to give
to others during the Christmas
season. Some children made
Saint Nicholas characters,
while others enjoyed the Saint
Nicholas storey telling station.
Several choose to cuddle up as
a family and watch the movie
“ The Storey of Saint Nicholas
the boy bishop.” Bishop
Cooney could be seen joyfully
interacting with the children
at the various stations. While
Father Wayne was providing
free babysitting for the mothers
holding babies, sometimes two
at a time.
At this point in the party
a delightful surprise arrived.
Our new Bishop Elect Jon

Corriveau was whisked from
the airport and brought to meet
the enthusiastic parishioners
of Saint Charles Garnier.
Families where thrilled to have
the opportunity to welcome
the new Bishop to Kelowna.
Everyone could clearly see that
he like Saint Nicholas has a
love for children as he greeted
and patiently posed for pictures
with the children and families.
Saint Charles parish was
very blessed this day to have
three bishops attend and
participate in their celebration.
Bishop Cooney, Bishop Elect
Jon Corriveau and at long last
a surprise visit from Jolly old
Bishop Saint Nicholas. This
year Saint Nicholas made his
arrival accompanied by little
girls dressed as angels. Saint
Nicholas who seemed to have
a close resemblance to our own
parish priest Fr. Wayne Pﬂiger
was greeted by the laughter and
cheering of children. He spoke
to the children encouraging
them to prepare for Jesus birth
at Christmas by practicing
ways to be generous to others.
Then Saint Nicholas shared
with all the children special
colorfully decorated treat bags
from his Saint Nicholas Burlap
Sack. The surprise bags were
full of chocolate gold coins,
candy canes, Saint Nicholas
Saint prayer cards and more....

This
year
Freedom’s
Door was chosen as the Saint
Nicholas Generosity project.
Freedom’s Door is a nonproﬁt
Christian registered society
offering Hope, healing and
wholeness for men recovering
from addictions. Throughout
advent parishioners were
invited to take Saint Nicholas
tags from the Christmas tree,
purchase the item written on
the tag and place it under the
Christmas tree The Generosity
project wanted to support this
important ministry by imitating
the actions of Saint Nicholas
who it is told once anonymously
assisted a poor man in need, to
provide dowries for his three
daughters. In that same spirit
the project hoped to assist these
gentlemen to provide Christmas
gifts for their children and some
necessity items for themselves.
The Saint Nicholas party
committee was rewarded
by seeing the smiles of the
children. This was a great
opportunity
for
children,
parents, grandparents, clergy,
and other lay members of the
parish to spend time enjoying
Christian fellowship. What a
wonderful way to celebrate a
Sunday in Advent.
Saint Nicholas helps us
remember Christmas is a feast
of love, hope, kindness and
generosity

February 2008

Catholic Mountain Star

“There’s no more smoke”
– A letter from Peru

As we end our second year
as lay missionaries with the
Comboni Missionaries of the
Sacred Heart we would like
to update you regarding our
work here in the mountains
of the Central Highlands of
Peru.
We continue to live and
work in the small village
of Mito Tambo which
literally means mud hut.
The area around the village
is known for the quality of
the mud that is needed to
make adobe bricks which
are the basis of most local
construction. Our work here
is to support the live of the
Church through visiting, our
weekly celebration without
a priest and sacramental
preparation. We had a large
First Communion group this
year and we celebrate First
Communion on Dec. 8, the
Feast of the Immaculate
Conception. As well, that day
we had 2 baptisms of your
folks who had been preparing
for the last year. During the
Advent Season, we had 2
children’s groups that met
weekly to better understand
the meaning of the Birth of
Christ. The smallest children
(5-10 years) were called
Angelitos (little Angels) and
the older kids from 11 yrs.
up were called Pastorcitos
(Little Shepherds). They
learned about the message
of the Nativity through
activities and scripture. We
ﬁnished our preparation
with Christmas Mass and of
course hot chocolate and fruit
bread which is a tradition
here in Peru. Our son and
his girlfriend were here to
help us celebrate Christmas
which was a special treat.
A project that is taking up
lots of our time and energy
right now is the stove project.
Brian calls the project “No
hay humo” which loosely

translated means “there’s no
more smoke”. The people of
the highlands cook over open
ﬁres in their kitchens. The ﬁres
are not vented and the smoke
ﬁnds it way out of small holes
in the roof. As a result, the
walls and roofs are black with
soot and often the kitchens are
very smokey, creating a health
hazard for the entire family.
With the new stove project,
we are collaborating with the
families to build a new stove,
install a metal cooking plate
and a chimney complete with
damper and rain cover. The
family needs to have ready 50
adobe bricks and then Brian
and Losha, the spouse of one
of the catechists, will come
and help the family build the
stove and install the cooking
surface and chimney.
The
stoves are installed in houses
anywhere from a 5 minute to
a 2.5 hr. walk from our house.
We are currently restricting the
project to Mito Tambo and 6
surrounding villages within a
3 hr. walk although there has
been interest from other villages
further away. At this time and
manpower are the issues but in
the future we hope to extend
the project further. There is
keen interest in the project and
prior to Christmas Brian and
Losha were very busy. With the
coming of the wet season and
the rain, building adobe bricks
is very difﬁcult and although
interest remains high, building
the stoves at this time is slow.
We expect that come May, we
will be in full swing again. An
interesting secondary effect of
the stoves is the pride the women
are taking in their kitchens. They
are shining up their previously
black pots and some are even re
mudding the walls to improve
the environment. The Comboni
Missionaries believe in the total
development of the communities
they work with and this project
is a good example of the need
to be concerned not only with

the spiritual welfare of the
population but their standard of
living as well.
We thank all of you who
have contributed in any way to
this project. We and the people
of the villages around are so
very thankful for the assistance
received. A new stove would
have been an impossible project
for most of the local population
but your generosity has made
this important improvement a
reality. Gracias from many in
the mountains of Peru.
We ask you to continue to
support us and all missionaries
with your prayers. This vital
connection between us all is
essential to our work here.
Again, thank you for your
generosity and we continue to
remember you in our prayers.
Your brother and sister in Christ,
Brian and Gerri Fletcher, Mito
Tambo Peru.
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New Youth Group In Trail
The Greater Trail Area
now has a Youth Group
which operates out of Our
Lady of Perpetual Help
Parish. This Youth Ministry
was inaugurated in early
November of 2007 and
is headed up by Johanna
Greenwood, with the help
of two parents. This group
is open to youth Grade 5
– 12 from Rossland, Trail
and Fruitvale.
The youth have been
very enthusiastic and have
also been very busy helping
our community in the short
time since the group has
been formed. A coat drive
was held in November and
over 200 coats of all sizes
were donated. These coats
were distributed to many
different places within
our local community and
also given out another
event which was held in
December.
On December 16th the
Youth Group hosted a PreChristmas Dinner to people
in our community who were
either in need or alone at
this time. This evening was
well appreciated and well
attended. It was a blessing
to have served more than 85
people for the evening meal.
They were served a delicious
dinner, and also given the
opportunity to pick out a

winter coat from our recent
coat drive. The youth served
as waiters and brought plated
food to each and everyone at
the dinner. The youth had also
baked and decorated Christmas
cookies which were given
out to the guests as they left
for the evening. One of the
guests commented that it was
the most wonderful dinner and
evening, he felt that he was
treated as a ﬁrst class citizen
with due honour and respect.
We appreciated all of the
spontaneous and overwhelming
support given to us by our
Catholic Communities by
donations of food and money.
It was encouraging to see a lot
of our young people, including
our Conﬁrmation class who
involved themselves in making
this event a great success.
What a blessing that we had in
the Coordinating Team of the
Youth Group, and all the many
workers in the kitchen, may
God bless them abundantly
for their generosity and good
will. St. Michael’s School
Choir ended the evening by
entertaining the guests with a
wonderful concert ﬁlled with
Christmas joy and song.

were privileged to have Terry
Mandoli accompany us on
guitar and lead us in song, and
Dennis Bedin who organized
and MC’d for us at each of the
Care Homes.
We are so pleased that we
have been blessed with such
a wonderful and inspirational
Youth Group Leader. She is the
center and core of this group
and we thank her for the time,
effort and devotion that she has
put in to our local youth. Way
to go Johanna Greenwood!!
Marianne Hubbard,
Secretary–OLPH

The last Youth Group
session of the year was spent
going Christmas Caroling
with members of our parish
community to some of the local
Care Homes in the area. We

Cranbrook Youth Group
In December the Cranbrook Youth Group participated in “The Amazing Race – Christmas
Style”. 14 youth from grades 7 to 10 were in attendance and enjoyed a race around town.
They had sled pulling around the Baker Park Ice Rink, showed there basketball skills at
Baker Gym and had to use there detective skills at the RecPlex. For their final task each
member of the team had to make a jar of “Cocoa Classic”. These were then donated
to the Christmas food hampers. Thanks to all that helped make this event fun. The kids
enjoyed it so much that a “Spring Edition” is now being planned.

