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“God’s hands fill us with
good things” (cf. Psalm 104)
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BISHOP’S MESSAGE

Human life must bask in the light of faith
Dear sisters and brothers,

God looked at
everything he had
made, and he found
it very good.
(Gen. 1:31)

“God created man
in his image; in the
divine image he created
him; male and female
he created them. ...
(Gen. 1:27)
An initiative to strengthen
family life will be inaugurated
in March 2011 to coincide with
the beginning of Lent. This
program entitled, Freedom
to Love, is a five-part video
series. Freedom to Love
features the teachings of Pope
John Paul II on the theology of
the body. The video series is
presented by Mr. Christopher
West, a well-known author and
authority on this teaching of
Pope John Paul II.

Bishop John Corriveau, OFM Cap.

Our society describes the
human person, the “I”, as
individual and autonomous.
In such a perspective, to be
free is to be autonomous,
independent, and able to decide
one’s own future without
outside influence. Such a
conception of freedom can
have disastrous consequences
for the lives of unborn children.
Yet “freedom of choice” is not
only a woman’s issue! The
woman’s right to autonomously
decide the outcome of a
pregnancy touches the desire
of both men and women to
live autonomously, including
the right to autonomous
sexual choice. This has led
to what Archbishop Timothy
Dolan of New York describes
as “a vocation crisis to
lifelong, life-giving, loving,
faithful marriage.” It leads,
paradoxically, to the demand to

recognize same-sex marriages
and, in the same breathe, the
trivialization of the committed,
total and mutual gift of self in
traditional marriage.
Pope John Paul II began his
service as Pope in 1978. He
presented his teaching on the
theology of the body in a series
of 129 talks at his Wednesday
audiences between 1979 and
1984. The Pope reflects on
human experience in the light
of faith. Rather than describing
our human experience from the
perspective of the autonomous
self, Pope John Paul II reflects
on human experience in the
light of faith borne of the Word
of God. His reflections begin
with the perspective of man and
woman created in the image of
a Relational God Whom Jesus
has revealed to us as Father,
Son and Holy Spirit.
In the Mystery of the Most
Holy Trinity, the “three” not
the “one” is primary – Three
who through the totality of
self-giving love are One. Pope
Benedict XVI underlines this
point in Caritas in Veritate:
“The Trinity is absolute unity
insofar as the three divine
Persons are pure relationality.”
Our Trinitarian God is revealed
to us as Relationship. “To be
person” is to be “subject”.
It is to be “I”. To be person
is to be self-reflective, to be
conscious of one’s self. In our
Trinitarian faith, “to be person”
means to be in relationship. If
God were not in relationship
(Father, Son, Spirit), God
would not be personal. Because
we are created in the image of
a Relational God, our identity
as persons and our freedom are
realized in relationship. In fact,
to grow as persons means to
move from individuality into
relationship. This coincides,
not only with our faith, but with
our own human experience.
Pope Benedict XVI stresses
this ...continued on page 4

March 2011

Catholic Mountain Star

3

St. Michael’s School celebrates with new priest
TRAIL - Catholic Schools’ Week
was celebrated with the new
parish priest, Father Mathieu
Gombo, at the St. Michael’s
School Assembly. The Grade 3
class shared a little bit about the
history of the Catholic School
in Trail. Scripture was based
on Jesus as role model. A large
cake was shared by the whole
school as they “Celebrated
Jesus”. Every grade received
a “Prayer Coupon Book” for
their special prayer intentions.
Each classroom participated in
a fun Bible Trivia Game.

Mass begins school’s celebration
TRAIL - St. Michael’s School celebrated Catholic School’s Week February 6 -13. We began with Mass at O.L.P.H Church, on Sunday February 6, with the St. Michael’s
Children Choir singing. Many of the staff and students participated in the Mass. That evening a ‘Chili ‘n Bun’ night was held at the church. Students donated the
ingredients. The chili was made under the guidance of staff member/ parishioner, Johanna Greenwood and coordinator/ grade four teacher Tamara Orr. Our Grade 7
students served the apple pie dessert.
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in Veritate: “The human
person is defined through
interpersonal relations.” He
goes on to say that “it is not by
isolation (autonomy) that man
establishes his worth, but by
placing himself in relation with
others and with God” (CV, 53).
This has a profound effect upon
the understanding of our human
sexuality.
Looking at the meaning of
the human person and human
freedom in this light of faith,
Pope John Paul II develops a
new and life-giving teaching
about:
– The human body and
human sexuality;
– Human relationships;
– Marriage and celibacy.
Our world and our daily
lives are filled with questions
related to sexuality and sexual
expression, marriage and family.
It is no longer sufficient that we
can repeat moral conclusions.
It is vital that we understand,
appreciate and embrace the
deeper foundations of our faith.
We have chosen the video series,
Freedom to Love, in order to
allow a diocese-wide reflection
on issues which vitally touch
us as individuals, members of
families and faith communities.
Freedom to Love is meant for

all of us – married and single,
young adult and pensioner
because the issues raised touch
every life and are the object
of our daily conversation
and reflection. The object of
these Diocesan reflections is
not to pass judgement on our
neighbour or on one another,
but to discover the life-giving
potential of our faith. Freedom
to Love offers an opportunity
to listen to Pope John Paul
II’s teaching on the theology
of the body. Freedom to Love
invites us to reflect on our own
experience in the light of that
teaching. Freedom to Love
offers space and opportunity
to prayerfully discuss this
teaching
as
individuals,
couples, families and members
of faith communities in order to
discover its life-giving potential
for our lives, our relationships,
our families and our world.
“God looked at everything
he had made, and he found it
very good.” (Gen. 1: 31) May
we make Freedom to Love part
of our Lenten journey. May this
Diocesan experience unlock
and liberate the life-giving joy
which stands at the heart of
Easter hope.
Fraternally in Christ,
John Corriveau, OFMCap.
Lent/Easter 2011
Bishop of Nelson
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Local Artist donates painting
to Cranbrook D&P group

Fundraising for Cranbrook’s Development and Peace group got off to a great start in 2011, thanks
to Clay Richardson, who produced and donated the painting shown above. Clay, a parishioner at
Christ the Servant church and long-time supporter of D&P, painted the (approx.) 40 x 30 cm scene
using watercolours. Although he is relatively new to this particular kind of painting, Clay has
been producing artistic creations for a number of years. The painting depicts a serene sunrise on a
beautiful mountain lake. Expert framing was donated by Brian Clarkson of Cranbrook Photo. The
painting will be raffled off at the end of February and all funds raised will be used to support the
activities of D&P.

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish, Keremeos

On January 23, 2011, Father Ronnie Tagnines installed members of the parish as Eucharistic Ministers and Proclaimers of the Word.
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Bishops
speak to
young
people
OTTAWA - The Commission for
Doctrine of the Canadian Conference
of Catholic Bishops (CCCB) released
today a pastoral letter to young people
on chastity.
“Chastity is a very real challenge,
particularly for young people in our
country today. We want to assure those
young people who are struggling to live
a life of chastity that their bishops stand
prayerfully with them and are there
to support and encourage them,” said
Commission Chairman Archbishop J.
Michael Miller, C.S.B., of Vancouver. “I
am certain that young people striving to
be faithful to the Gospel are not afraid of
a challenging and authentic love. It is the
only kind that ultimately gives true joy!”
he added.
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Chastity highlights a couple’s love for
each other and says, “I will be patient and
pure, and I respect you.” It means saving
the sexual expression of love exclusively
for one’s spouse. When a couple is not
chaste, their understanding of love may
be reduced to the physical dimension
of their relationship. This weakens their
ability to move forward towards marriage,
putting the relationship at risk. Persons
who experience attraction to those of
the same sex are also called to chastity.
They too can grow in Christian holiness
through a life of self-control, prayer, and
the reception of the Sacraments.
Married people living chastely can
have vibrant sex lives. In the relationship
between a man and a woman, chastity
helps them love each other as persons
rather than make each other an object of
pleasure or satisfaction. Despite what the

media and Hollywood suggest, the value
of sexual intercourse does not lie in
recreation, or physical gratification. Any
physical pleasure should lead toward
the ultimate expression of love between
husband and wife, the total self-giving of
one person to another. Sexual intercourse
in marriage can be so intimate that it
becomes an emotional, intellectual,
physical and spiritual experience. It
strengthens and completes the bond of
marriage. That is why the sexual act has
to be unitive and procreative and why
some kinds of sexual activity are not
chaste. Though pleasure may be present,
some acts are a misuse of sex when they
fall short of what God intends.
God calls some women and men in the
Church to a life of consecrated chastity
for the sake of the Kingdom of God.
This charism entails the renunciation of
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marriage and is meant to unite a person
more directly to God. In imitation of
Christ and his Mother, consecrated
virginity is a divine gift for “those to
whom it has been given” (Mt 19:11).
Similarly, priests of the Latin Church
make a promise of celibacy before
ordination to the diaconate. Even those
called to a life of consecrated virginity or
celibacy must still struggle to be chaste
in thought, attitude and action. Chastity
is meant to create a “space” which frees
the human heart so that it burns with love
for God and all humanity. If the decision
for celibacy is not well integrated into
the whole of a person’s life, however,
it can lead to self-centredness. The
consecrated and celibate life is a “yes” to
love that is to be lived out with passion
and enthusiasm by those called to it.
(Read the entire letter @ cccb.ca)

Christ the Servant

Highlights of the Letter:
The Bible itself lays the groundwork
in telling us how to live our sexuality
in light of our human dignity rooted
in God’s creating us in his image and
likeness (cf. Gen1:27). From the dawn
of creation God gave us more than one
language to speak. Besides the gift of
speech, he gave us our body. This body
expresses itself through gestures that are
themselves a language. Just as our words
reveal who we are, so also does our
body language. The Lord intends that we
speak this “sexual language” truthfully
because it is the way to live our sexuality
joyfully. This truthful living out of the
sexual language of our bodies is what the
Church calls “chastity.” Today, chastity
is often mistakenly associated with being
old fashioned, with a fear of passion or
with sexual inhibition. But in reality it is
much more than simply the absence of
sexual relations. Chastity calls for purity
of mind as well as body.
For people who are not married,
chastity entails abstinence, because
God’s design is that sex belongs in
marriage. When two people are dating,
being chaste allows them to concentrate
on what is important and to avoid
“using” each other. Together they can
see what authentic love means and can
learn to express feelings in a mature way.

Christ the Servant Catholic Women’s League recently held a “White Ribbon Against Pornography Campaign” to make
people aware of the escalating availability of pornography as it affects children and women especially on the Internet.
The white ribbon containing 140 signatures and the initials C.A.S.E. (Canadians Against Sexual Exploitation) was
presented to Mr. Jim Abbott (our M.P. for the East Kootenays).
Pictured are L-R Terry Kennedy (Spiritual Chair) , Jim Abbott (M.P.) and Marilyn McClinchey (President)
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EDITORIAL

We give thanks
“Stretch our your hand” was the invitation Jesus gave the man with the
withered hand. The man did. And he was healed.
This expression of Jesus’ desire to let all human beings respond to him in
freedom and in love should excite us to know that Jesus reveals himself
as God who gathers. He says, “He or she who does not gather with me
scatters.”
Through these passages we want to remember February 22, 1936, the date
when the Diocese of Nelson was established. We recognize the seventy five
long years as steps of growth and pain, of grace and challenge, of healings
and new beginnings. We acknowledge God’s abiding presence in every
moment of those years.
Thus, we give thanks to God for filling us with good things. We are grateful
for the many hands which bless, guide and help us gather with Jesus.
– CB

New Chancery
address:
3665 Benvoulin
Rd. Kelowna,
BC V1W 4M7

Obituary
Sister Betty Janelle, SSA born November 18, 1924 in
Rhode Island, USA, died November 6, 2010 at the Royal
Jubilee Hospital in Victoria, BC... She taught at Holy
Cross School in Penticton and did a pastoral ministry in
Westbank, BC. Please pray for the repose of her soul.

Cranbrook hosts
Nelson Diocese
Catholic
Charismatic
Conference 2011
CRANBROOK - The
annual
Nelson
Diocese
Catholic
Charismatic
Conference, “Come, Meet
Jesus Your Healer” will take
place on April 29 and 30, 2011
at Christ the Servant Parish
in Cranbrook. The keynote
speaker will be Fr. Peter
Sanders.
Fr. Peter Sanders is
director of New Pentecost
Catholic Ministries and a
member of the Congregation
of the Oratory of St. Phillip
Neri located in Monterey,
California. His teaching and
healing ministry extends
beyond
Catholic
circles
into inter-faith dimensions,
directing retreats, seminars
and speaking at conferences.
Fr. Peter is a worship
leader and musician who
believes that the exercise of
ministry – including that of
teaching and healing – is most

life-transforming when it
takes place in the atmosphere
of God-centered anointed
worship.
Fr. Peter presents biblical
truths of faith in a way that
they can be directly applied
to everyday life and in the
case of leaders, to ministerial
situations. Over 500 people in
Northern California have been
trained through the Institute
for Healing Ministry directed
by Fr. Peter.
Fr. Peter holds graduate
degrees in Religious Education,
Counselling Psychology, and
Sacred Theology.
Those wishing further
information regarding this
conference are invited to call
Gladys Miller, chairperson of
the Nelson Diocese Catholic
Charismatic Renewal at 250442-8589 or Flo Reid, People
of Unity Prayer Group,
Cranbrook, at 250-426-7570.

“On the cover”
• The new chancery
building nearing
completion in Kelowna.
~ Art ~ Candles ~ Educational Resources ~ Books
~ Church Supplies ~ Gifts & Jewelry ~ Music
& DVD’s ~ Rosaries ~ Statues

• Kelowna couples who
give good witness to the
“Theology of the Body”.
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God’s call in our lives
Step 1: Encountering Christ

By Fr Bart van Roijen

When trying to discern
God’s Will in our lives there
are often many voices that call
for our attention. We want to
follow Christ, we want to do
the Will of the Father, but we
are not always sure how to
know His Will, nor to discern
the path to take.
This series of articles
is meant to offer some
understanding on the topic
of discernment. It is loosely
based on a booklet published
by the National Conference of
Diocesan Vocation Directors”
Is Jesus Calling You to Be a
Catholic Priest, but is useful
for anyone, at any stage of
life, who seeks to grow in the
way of the Lord.

coming to know God’s Will in
their lives.
Jesus, on seeing his first
two disciples approaching
him, asked them, “Whom
are you looking for?” They
answered, “Rabbi,” which
means Teacher – “where do
you live?” “Come and see,”
was his reply (John 1: 38-39).
In keeping with John’s use
of repetition Jesus will ask
this same question two more
times, once in the garden
of Getshemane and again
to Mary Magdalene in the
garden outside his tomb.

As in many journeys
we may often get ahead of
ourselves. Too often we want
to get to the point and ask the
question at all cost. Though
God seeks to reveal His Will
to us, we are often ill-prepared
to receive it or respond to it.
The soil needs to be prepared
to receive the seed.

The question is a good
one: “Whom are you looking
for?” It is only in our desire to
know the Lord of our deepest
longing that we are prepared to
receive his Word, his grace and
his invitation to follow him.
Pope Benedict XVI goes on
to say, “Whoever wants to be
a friend of Jesus and become
his authentic disciple – be it
seminarian, priest, religious or
lay person – must cultivate an
intimate friendship with him
in meditation and prayer.”

Pope
Benedict
XVI,
in addressing a group of
seminarians in 2005, puts it
this way: “...It is only when a
young man has had a personal
experience of Christ that he
can truly understand the Lord’s
will and consequently his own
vocation.” Without a desire
to know Christ and to spend
time with him in meditation
and prayer, it is unlikely that a
person will make progress in

Long before we begin to
ask the specific questions,
long before we try to discern
His Will in the smallest of
details, we must be open to
his self-revelation in Christ.
Fifteen minutes of prayer a
day may be as much as it takes.
Enough time to meet a friend
over coffee. Imagine how
relationships blossom when
we spend time in communion
with the one we love.

What should we do in
that time? Let the Church’s
teaching be your guide. She
teaches that Christ is best found
in Scripture and in Sacrament.
Spend some time meditation
on his Word or in church
before Christ’s presence in
the tabernacle. Praying while
holding a crucifix or while
beholding good religious art
may also be beneficial. Begin
by acknowledging your
desire to know God and in
wanting to see Christ. Don’t
get too far ahead of yourself.
We can trouble ourselves
with many things in prayer.
Allow the scripture passage,
the meditation on Christ’s
presence, take centre stage.
We cannot follow someone we
do not know. We will not trust
someone who has not shown
himself to be trustworthy.
If the thought of opening
the Bible scares you, begin
by reading the Gospels.
Matthew, Mark and Luke are
the easiest to understand, but
do not avoid John’s Gospel.
Some of the most intimate
encounters with Christ can
be found in it. Read a small
section, thank God that he
has become flesh and allow
his Word to permeate your
life. At times God’s Word will
invite, at other times confront
and yet at other times console.
Sometimes there is only
silence. Don’t panic. Don’t try
to control the agenda. Spend
time with him. He is the one
who will make your love for
him grow.

Father “Cranky Pants” visits the principal’s office
at St. Mary’s Catholic School in Cranbrook...
sporting his Christmas gift from the school.

Canadian Martyrs Parish
Invermere

Canadian Martyrs Parish, Invermere had an extra special
children’s Mass this past Christmas. Twenty two beautiful
children participated in a Christmas play called “The King”.

Cranbrook Knights donate $500

Four steps of Praying with Scripture: (Adapted from Prayer Card “Personal Lectio Divina”)
•
•
•
•

Read the test slowly, linger over it, listen with the heart.
Reflect on what you have read, allow the Word to soak in.
Respond to the text, allow yourself to be touched/moved.
Rest with the Word, enjoy the nearness of God and allow Him to lead you into deeper
union with Him.
(Next Issue – Step 2: Learn to desire what God Desires for You)

Cranbrook Knights c/o Ed Maurier give 500 dollars
to St. Mary’s School, January 11, 2011.
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Kindergarten teacher
Linda Miller

March 2011

Kindergarten teacher Linda Miller
celebrates 25 years of teaching
with the staff at St. Mary’s
Catholic School in Cranbrook.
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Gifts Galore:
Women’s
retreat in
Kelowna
By Alison Grenier

On November 30, 175 ladies gathered at
Saint Charles Garnier Church for the 3rd annual
Advent Retreat.
The theme of this years’ retreat was “Gifts
Galore!: Unwrapping God’s Gifts to Women”.
During the busy Christmas season where there is so
much focus on purchasing and receiving gifts, we
were reminded of the many gifts we receive every
day from Christ and our responsibility to share these
gifts with others.
Guest speaker Laura O’Reilly opened the
session, sharing her Gift of Hope. She spoke about
her recent battle with cancer and how through this
experience, she learned to put her hope in Christ and
not the things of this world. Her talk was “straight
from the heart”, and struck a chord with many of
the women.
The group also heard from Father Daniel
Brandenburg, LC, a young and enthusiastic priest
who gave a thoughtful (and at times humorous)
examination of the various Gospel readings that
encourage us to say “yes” to God as we are called to
share our gifts.
The retreat included a “youth track” for girls in
grades 7-12. The girls participated in a variety of
activities. They also had an opportunity to hear from
the guest speakers on topics relevant to the Youth.
The girls were thrilled by the creative components
of the retreat. Guest Speaker Laura O’Reilly gave
a motivating presentation to the girls in a room
decorated as a slumber party! It was a comfortable
and fun way to share the faith. One young girl stated
after the retreat. “ I thought this was going to be
good, but I didn’t realize it was going to be GREAT.
I will definitely come to one of these retreats again
and next time I will invite more of my friends.”
After the guest speakers, the women and girls
came together in the chapel. Two faithful Catholic
women from the parish, Rosalie Blais and Alanet
McKinnon, passed on the light of faith from the
baptismal candle, inviting the young women to keep
the faith alive in our community.
After the retreat, everyone gathered in the church
hall for a tea and tapas social. As always, the great
food and fellowship was enjoyed by all.
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Snow Angels of Summerland
These young parishioners, with friends and some of
the mothers come after school and shovel the snow
from the front entrance of Holy Child Church.

St Mary’s
Cranbrook
On Halloween weekend the Catholic
community of Cranbrook gathered
together to install the new playground
at St. Mary’s Catholic school. The
Parent Support Group, lead by Kath
Backshell-Jones were instrumental in
raising funds for this exciting initiative.
The new playground is truly a blessing
to all the children at St. Mary’s school
and surrounding community.
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Kimberley Children’s Passion Play
By Penny Sibbald

The Passion
of Christ
Narrator
Today, we present to you the story of the
greatest event in the history of the world.
Jesus Christ, by his death and resurrection,
has redeemed us from our sins.
Scene 1
Narrator
Our story begins the day Jesus and his
followers arrived in Jerusalem to the
enthusiasm and cheers of the crowd.
MARK: 11
Person 1: Praise God!
Person 2: God bless him who comes in the
name of the Lord!
Person 3: God bless the coming kingdom of
King David our father!
All: Praise be to God!
Scene 2
Narrator
In the evening, Jesus sat down with his
friends to eat the Passover meal
MATTHEW: 26
Jesus: I tell you one of you will betray me!
Peter: Surely Lord you don’t mean me!
John: Lord you don’t mean me surely!
Jesus: One who dips his bread in the dish
with me will betray me.
Judas: Surely Teacher you don’t mean me!
Jesus: So you say.
Jesus: Take and eat it. This is my body.
Jesus: Drink it all of you. This is my blood
which seals God’s covenant.
Jesus: This very night all of you will run away
and leave me.
Peter: I will never leave you even though all
the rest do.
Jesus: I tell you, Peter, that before the rooster
crows tonight you will say three times that you
don’t know me.
Peter: I will never say that even if I have to die
with you!
John: We will never turn our backs on you!
Scene 3
Narrator
After supper, Jesus asked his special friends
to go with him to the Garden of Gethsemane

to pray, as he was distressed and scared
at the thought of what was to come.
MATTHEW: 26
Jesus: Sit here while I go over there and pray.
The sorrow in my heart is so great that it almost
crushes me. Stay here and keep watch with me.
Jesus: My Father, if it is possible, take this cup
of suffering from me. Yet not what I want but
what you want.
Jesus: How is it that you were not able to keep
watch with me for even one hour? Keep watch
and pray that you will not fall into temptation.
The spirit is willing but the flesh is weak.
Jesus: My Father, if this cup of suffering cannot
be taken away unless I drink it, your will be done!
Jesus: Are you still sleeping and resting? Look the
hour has come for the son of man to be handed
over to the power of sinners, get up, let us go.
Look, here is the man who is betraying me!
Judas: The man I kiss is the one you want.
Arrest him!
Judas: Peace be with you teacher.
Jesus: Be quick about it, friend.
Jesus: Put your sword back in its place.
Jesus: Did you have to come with swords and
clubs to capture me as though I were an outlaw.
Scene 4
Narrator
Jesus was taken before the Council
of priests and elders.

Servant woman 2: After all, the way you speak
gives you away!
Peter: I swear that I am telling the truth! May God
punish me if I am not! I do not know that man!
ROOSTER CROWS
Scene 6
Narrator
Jesus was taken to the Roman Governor,
Pontius Pilate, to be tried. The crowd who had
cheered him before now acted differently.
MATTHEW: 27
Pilate: Are you the king of the Jews?
Jesus: So you say.
Pilate: Don’t you hear all these things they
accuse you of?
Pilate: Which one do you want me to set free
for you? Jesus or Barabbas?
Crowd: BARABBAS!!
Pilate: What then shall I do with Jesus?
Crowd: (Making a fuss) CRUCIFY HIM!
Pilate: What crime has he committed?
Crowd: (Making a fuss) CRUCIFY HIM!!!
Scene 7
Narrator
The soldiers took Jesus away and beat
and mocked him, then made him carry his
cross to the execution site at Golgotha
MATTHEW: 27

MATTHEW: 26

Soldier: Long live the King of the Jews!!

Witness: This man said I am able to tear down
God’s temple and 3 days later rebuild it.
High Priest: Have you no answer to give to this
accusation against you?
High Priest: In the name of the living God I now
put you under oath, tell us if you are the Messiah,
the Son of God
Jesus: So you say. I tell all of you that from this
time on you will see The Son of Man sitting at
the right side of the Almighty and coming on the
clouds of heaven.
High Priest: Blasphemy! We don’t need any
more witnesses, what do you think?!
Witness: He is guilty and must DIE!!!!!!!!!!!

Scene 8

Scene 5
Narrator
Most of Jesus’ friends had run away, but Peter
followed and waited in the courtyard outside.
MATTHEW: 26
Servant Woman 1: You too were with Jesus of Galilee.
Peter: I don’t what you are talking about!
Servant Woman 2: He was with Jesus of Nazareth
Peter: I swear that I don’t know that man!
Servant woman 1: Of course you are one of them.

Narrator
And they crucified him
LUKE: 23
Jesus: Forgive them Father. They don’t know what
they‘re doing.
Soldier: Save yourself, if you are the King of the Jews.
Criminal 1: Aren’t you the Messiah. So save yourself
and us.
Criminal 2: Don’t you fear God? You received the
same sentence he did. Ours, however, is only right,
because we are getting what we deserve for what we
did, but he has done no wrong. Remember me, Jesus,
when you come as king.
Jesus: I promise you that today you will be in
Paradise with me.
Jesus: Father, into your hands I place my spirit.
Narrator
on the third day he rose again in accordance
with the Scriptures. He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living
and the dead and his kingdom will have no end.
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Cathedral Advent Celebrations
Knights’ Advent Pageant
Knights of Columbus members were
helped by their wives and Catholic
Women’s League members with the
physical set-up and preparation of
refreshments.
The pageant was the focal point of
the whole evening. During the Prelude,
Setting and Story of the Nativity the
parishioners were reminded that Advent
is marked by a spirit of expectations,
anticipation, preparation and of
longing.
The choir sang after each narration
as the actors paraded off the stage the
choir and parishioners sang O Come
All Ye Faithful and Silent Night. The

choir and parishioners sang Christmas
Carols while St Nicholas was preparing
for arrival. St. Nicholas distributed a
special Christmas ornament to the 88
families in attendance. A capacity crowd
of 192 attended the event.
Participants were:
Master of Ceremonies- Bob Tremblay
Music: Arranged by Mathilde Klassen;
Pianist—Aga deZwart
Choir—Mathilde Klassen,
Renata Swisterski, Marie
Claude Hebert, Lena Karpiv
Soloists: Ashley Hall, Sebastian Shah

Saint Nicholas: Father Jim Ratcliffe
Director of the Pageant—Adam
& Margaret Kowalyshyn
Narrators—Bob Tremblay,
Carole Bennett, Joe Troyan
Angel Gabriel—Espoir Segbeaya;
Mary—Sophie Sedjro;
Joseph—Romuald Sedjro;
Shepherds—Brian Deon,
Wojeck Swisterski
Kings—Ralph Goodwin-Wilson,
Vito Tummillo, Doug Bennett.
The Knights of Columbus hired a local
seamstress from the Capitol Theatre
to sew the wardrobe for each cast
member.

Father Jim Ratcliffe as St.
Nicholas is presenting the
special gift to each family.

Celebrate birth

St. Mary’s Catholic School staff in Cranbrook celebrate the birth of Mateo Gallina whose mother Carmen teaches grade 2 at the school.
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St Theresa Parish CWL

St. Theresa’s CWL President
Jennie Sali and Elaine Senger
pose in front of the pictures of
the parish’s CWL presidents
who served St. Theresa’s CWL
from 1940-2010.

13

14

Catholic Mountain Star

March 2011

Diocesan Bursaries
Awards List 2010-2011
ANDERSON, Ashleigh
ANDERSON, Taylor
BELLA, Miranda
BIOLLO, Jenna
CAMPBELL, Courtney
CAMPBELL, Kara
DAVIDUCK, Katelynn
DUDZIK, Danika
GOODWIN-WILSON, Allison
GRIS, Andrea
HAMCOCK, Kurtus
HELMAN, Patrick
JANKO, Davis
KNAPP, Jordan
KILLORAN, John
LALUK, Michelle
LeBLANC, Rita
MacLEOD, Rebecca
NEWMAN, Miranda
NEWMAN, Peter
O’HAGAN, Rebecca
PECORA, Kaitlynn
PINEAULT, Julie
RHODES, Travis
SINOTTE, Jullian
STANISZEWSKI, Julia
TEMPLIN, Anna
TWERDOCHLIB. Chelsea
VANDERBERG, Chelsea

-

Castlegar
Castlegar
Trail
Kelowna
Kelowna
Kelowna
Kelowna
West Kelowna
Nelson
Fernie
Penticton
West Kelowna
Kelowna
West Kelowna
Cranbrook
Osoyoos
Trail
Nelson
Princeton
Princeton
Revelstoke
Golden
West Kelowna
Trail
Kelowna
Kelowna
Sparwood
Windfield
Kelowna

Fr
Ronnie
Tagnines
20th
Fr. Ronnie Tagnines
cutting his 20th
Anniversary cake at
St. Peter’s Parish in
Princeton. Fr. Ronnie
likes to ride bikes – note
the bicycle on the cake.

OTTAWA - The Episcopal
Commission
for
Justice
and Peace of the Canadian
Conference of Catholic Bishops
expressed its concerns regarding
Bill C -49, an Act to amend
The Immigration and Refugee
Protection Act, The Balanced
Refugee Reform Act and
The Maritime Transportation
Security Act.

DIOCESE OF NELSON
402 WEST RICHARDS STREET
NELSON, B.C. CANADA V1L 3K3
OFFICE: (250) 352-6921 FAX: (250) 352-1737
nelson.diocese@telus.net
February 3, 2011
Letter of Support for The Knights of Columbus
The purpose of this letter is to express my support for a
program being initiated by the British Columbia and Yukon State
Council of the Knights of Columbus. The name of the program
is: “Father Wants You!” This program will be part of the Knights
of Columbus membership blitz that takes place in March.
The Knights of Columbus is a Catholic, family, fraternal,
service organization dedicated to the principles of: Charity, Unity,
Fraternity and Patriotism. The Knights of Columbus also help
men to live out their Catholic faith and become a better husband
and father.
Fraternally in Christ,
John Corriveau, OFMCap.
Bishop of Nelson

Bishops
stand
ready
for
refugees

Grand
Knight
Keith
Regular
Grand Knight
Keith Regular of
Elkford presents
Fr Bart with a
$500.00 cheque
towards the cost of
a new fuel efficient
furnace at St
Bernard mission.

“Many of the clauses of this
legislation may contravene
international law and Canadian
law, and penalize the refugees
more than the smugglers. The
exceptional measures taken by
refugees to flee persecution
and violence in their countries
of origin are motivated more by
distress than by bad intentions,
“Archbishop Brendan O’Brien,
Chairman of the Episcopal
Commission for Justice and
Peace, said.
“This
legislation
risks
creating serious obstacles
to sponsorship and family
reunification.
Furthermore,
it authorizes the detention of
refugees for long periods and
restricts the right of appeal,
which would be contrary to
sections 31(2) and 32 (1) (2) of
the 1951 Convention Relating
to the Status of Refugees signed
by Canada,” he added.

March 2011

Catholic Mountain Star

Our Lady of Lourdes

St. Mary’s Catholic School, in
Cranbrook, BC, held a bake sale last
week, hosted by grades two and four.
It was an excellent day for selling
cupcakes, cookies and squares. The
temperature was -30 and everyone
was forced to stay inside for recess
and lunch. This left plenty of time to
browse the tables and buy as many
treats as you could.
All the proceeds went to Vulnerable
Children Society and the goal was to
raise around $250. Amazingly the sale
proceeds totaled $336 and a wonderful,
anonymous donor rounded up the total
to $700. Mrs. Quinn’s grade twos
and Mrs. Merz’ grade fours were very
happy to pass on the cheque to the
Vulnerable Children’s Society to help
many children at Faya Orphanage.

Our Lady of Lourdes Parish Christmas
Pageant ~ The Living Nativity 2010

Thanks Kids at St. Mary’s
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Holy Cross School was a beehive of activity
By Ann Avdovich

PENTICTON - During
Catholic Education Week, in
early February, Holy Cross
School was a beehive of
activity. Many special events
were held which were designed
to demonstrate and celebrate
quality Catholic education in
action.

Support Group.
Some of the highlights of our “Open
School Day” were presentations of
student work to parents, families and
friends who came to spend time in their
children’s classes. The older students
researched saints for their projects.
Grade six students presented poetry

anthologies, grade five wonderful virtue
presentations. The grade four class
showed their completed “Stewardship”
projects, which focused on ways to
preserve God’s creation. Valentine bags
were fashioned in grades two and three
and kindergarten and grade one students
had circle and centers and showed off

The week began with a
school assembly, followed, on
subsequent days, by an open
house, a skating outing, parents
and teachers versus students
volleyball games, a school
Mass. The week culminated
in a wonderful spaghetti dinner
social, put on by our Parent

Spring

by Jean Grakul

Sweet spring
The bees come out
The roses are blooming
The ducks are swimming in the pond
Its here!

some of their work.
As warmer weather approaches,
it seems appropriate to publish a
couple of poems from Ms.Tofin’s
grade 6 class on the topic of spring.
These also make a nice conclusion
to this report on Catholic Education
Week.
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Spring (Haiku)
by Jason Peters

Every spring day
The flowers slowly
blooming
In the sunlight’s rays
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Inter-Church Worship Service

On Sunday, January 23 at Christ
the Servant parish in Cranbrook, an
Inter-Church Worship Service was
held to wrap up the Week of Prayer
for Christian Unity 2011. The service
was planned by the Cranbrook
Ministerial Association and led by Dr.
Ron Foubister. Father Conrado Beloso
was the homilist with participation by
clergy from many other churches.
Father Conrado’s homily was
based on the Bible verse from the
Book of Acts 2:42, “They devoted
themselves to the apostles’ teachings
and fellowship, to the breaking of
bread and the prayers”. The Catholic
Community of Cranbrook hosted
its Christian brothers and sisters
by greeting everyone, leading the
congregation singing and preparing a
social gathering after the service.
In the photo are those who
participated in the service: Fr. Conrado

Beloso (Pastor of Catholic
Community of Cranbrook),
Dr. Ron Foubister (Knox
Presbyterian),
Chaplain
Werner
Froese
(East
Kootenay
Regional
Hospital), Minister Rhonda
Pigott (Cranbrook United),
Pastor Ron Short (Wings
as Eagles), Pastor Fraser
Coltman (East Kootenay).

Jim Bertoia, the
Development & Peace
representative of St
Michael’s Parish,
Sparwood sells Fair Trade
Products for Haiti relief.

Jim Bertoia, Development
& Peace representative

March 2011

Catholic Mountain Star

19

Appreciative
Inquiry Workshops
at Marywood
Retreat Centre
Life is full of problems to be
solved, right? Not if you decide
to look at life appreciatively. On
November 22 and 29, almost 20
participants visited Marywood
Retreat Centre in Cranbrook
to learn about Appreciative
Inquiry, an alternative to
traditional
problem-solving
approaches. Instead of looking
for what’s wrong in a situation
and “fixing” it, Appreciative
Inquiry encourages us to look
for what’s working well and
to build on that. The approach
has been widely used in
faith communities (including
Catholic schools and parishes),
as well as in community and

business groups. “It’s an
essentially positive way of
working with complex issues,”
says facilitator Gina Bennett
of Christ the Servant parish in
Cranbrook. “It involves oneon-one interviewing to ensure
that everyone feels heard, and
then using that input to create
a new future for the group or
community.”
Marywood Retreat Centre
offers a wide variety of
workshops that help participants
approach the challenges of life in
a more faith-filled way. For more
information about Appreciative
Inquiry or Marywood’s other

programs, contact the Centre at
marywoodretreats@shaw.ca or
visit the website: http://www.
retreatsonline.net/marywood

whatever is true, whatever

Finally, brothers and sisters,

— if anything is excellent or

is noble, whatever is right,
whatever is pure, whatever is
lovely, whatever is admirable

praiseworthy — think about
such things.
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Marywood celebrates Italian women’s spirituality
By Mary Fiorentino and
Sister Nina Glinski

On September 29 Marywood
hosted to a group of Italian women
who participated in the first afternoon
program entitled “Celebrate Italian
Women’s Spirituality.”
Spirituality
was defined as ‘the journey of falling
in love with God and living out that
love in everyday life.’ That afternoon
we recognized that each person’s
spiritual journey is unique. We started
with introductions and story telling –
memories of their own or their families’
decision and journey to Canada.
Listening to the stories of hardship,
joys, sorrow, parting with family,
relocation in a new country, brought a
new dimension to the term “bonding”
and courage. These women, many of
whom had been friends for years, had
never really heard each other’s story, or
maybe had never been asked, and there
was a new sense of appreciation for
each other and a deeper understanding
of what each had lived through in their
journey to a new country, culture and
language.
Following this exchange we listened
to an Italian love song, Gira Con Me,
by Josh Groban. They loved the song,
and the English translation which we
had provided was a big hit.

Holy Cross
CWL

Holy Cross Parish CWL... Marion
Nygren presents Jill Daybell
with the Bellelle Guerin Pin.

Update on CCCB English-language
translation of Roman Missal
By (Rev. Msgr.) Patrick Powers,
P.H. General Secretary, CCCB

United States will not be the same as
those approved for our country.

Various
companies
and
publishers in the United States have
begun advertising their respective
American editions of the Englishlanguage translation of the Roman
Missal as approved for use in their
country.

I am happy to report that
preparations of the English
translation of the Roman Missal for
use in Canada are well in process.
The CCCB Publications Service
will not only be able to match the
American resources in terms of
format and quality, but will also
be competitive in terms of pricing,
especially for those dioceses that
choose to purchase the Missal in
bulk for diocesan distribution. We
expect that pricing and pre-order
information for the CCCB edition
of the Missal should be available
before Easter. I will be providing
you with regular updates.

This can be an opportune moment
to remind your clergy and pastoral
agents that these US liturgical
resources are neither approved nor
suitable for use in Canada. The
canonical vote and the recognitio are
specifically in terms of a particular
country. The Particular Liturgical
Calendar is different. As well, some
of the adaptations approved for the

We then spent time talking about the
spiritual journey – both their inner and
outer spiritual experiences, remembering
who or what guided and inspired them
on their journey, then moved on to
what strengthens their daily faith the
most – memories of past practices from
their own country or church practices
today. What came out very strongly in
response to this question was their love
of church in their present community
and their love of their faith and of God.
To conclude the afternoon gathering
the women prayed together the Hail
Mary in Italian and then we blest
each other with the oil of St. Anne,
grandmother of Jesus, healing oil from
the shrine of St. Anne in Quebec.
This was a delightful and deeply
moving first gathering. We met again
on February 16 and planned another
meeting on May 18.
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Gifts in a jar

In December Jerelynn MacNeil, Principal of St. Mary’s Catholic School in Cranbrook, stands in front of almost 50
Gifts- in- a -Jar. These jars were created by Jerelynn and her two teenaged daughters and were sold by the students of
St. Mary’s School after Sunday Masses in December. The jars included soups, cookies, and a special tea. All monies
raised went to support a local Catholic family who have a young daughter struggling with brain cancer.
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NELSON CHANCERY STAFF has lasting legacy
By Fr. Don Wilson

The building of the new
chancery office in Kelowna is
proceeding well and a grand
opening will be taking place
later this Spring. With the
Chancery offices moving from
Nelson, changes in personnel
are inevitable. Most of the
Nelson staff members will
be retiring from their key
oppositions in the Diocese.
Some have put off their own
retirement to provide for a
smooth transition of the Offices
from Nelson to Kelowna.
It is so important for us as
Church to recognize faithful
Diocesan Employees who
have been so much a part of
the Diocesan growth and wellbeing over many years. We
can look back at their lives of
service to the Nelson Diocesan
Church and realize that we have
been, and continue to be, the
recipients of many blessings
because of their ministry.
Duane Stefiuk has been the
Executive Assistant for Bishop
Mallon, Bishop Cooney and
is presently the Executive
Assistant to Bishop Corriveau.
Maxine Malacko became the
Diocesan Accountant after
Bishop Doyle was named
Bishop. She has retained that
position since about 1966.
Sr. Lillian Kuntz became
the Director of the Marriage
Tribunal shortly after our own
tribunal was set up 25 years

ago. Sr. Lillian retired this past
year.
Lucille Lauriente has been
Diocesan Director of Religious
Education and also retired
during this past year.
Floria Grill is the Accounting
Clerk for the Diocese and
the “Jill of all trades” as she
manages many of the extras
that need doing in any busy
office.
Ron Welwood has done a

yeoman’s job as the Diocesan
Archivist and will be retiring
from that position when the
Chancery Office is moved.
Joanne Chimenti has been
involved on the Diocesan
scene for about 45 years and
has spearheaded successful
Pilgrimage of Faith campaigns
for about 22 of those years.
These people truly have
been such a blessing to the
Diocesan Church. So often their

work was behind the scenes
but with their own expertise
they provided the opportunity
for the Bishop to fulfill his
mandate to bring the Gospel
message into the far-flung
areas of the Nelson Diocese.
On behalf of the People of
God in the Diocese of Nelson,
the Bishops, the Priests, the
Religious and the laity (living
and dead) whose lives were
affected by the good work of
these dedicated individuals, I

express a profound gratitude
and a sincere hope that they
find a deep sense of satisfaction
of a job well done as they turn
over the reins to the new staff.
Duane, Maxine, Mary
Lillian, Lucille, Florie, Ron,
Joanne, have a wonderful
retirement! We wish you joy,
good health and the assurance
of lasting friendship. Thank
you!

We will always be grateful for these wonderful
women who served the Diocese of Nelson
with the faithfulness of good disciples.

Retiring
Chancery Staff
Left to right: Floria Grill, Duane Stefiuk, Maxine Malacko. Back: Joanne Chimenti

Thank you, Sister Mary Lillian Kuntz, CSJ (London)
By Fr. Wayne Pfliger

Sister Mary Lillian was
recruited by Bishop Doyle
in 1983 to study Canon Law
and then work in our Tribunal
Office. She graduated from
St. Paul’s University in Ottawa
with a Licentiate in Canon
Law in 1985 and became the
Director of the Nelson Tribunal
Office, which at that time was
connected to the Vancouver

Regional Tribunal. In 1987
Nelson Diocese was severed
from the Vancouver Regional
Tribunal and became the first
Diocesan Marriage Tribunal
in Canada. Sister Mary Lillian
remained as Director of the
new Tribunal. A few years later
Kamloops Diocese petitioned
to also disconnect from the
Regional Tribunal and join
the Nelson Tribunal, and we

became the Nelson-Kamloops
Inter-diocesan Tribunal, and
Sister Mary Lillian remained
Director of the new Tribunal.
Throughout her time in
service to Nelson Diocese,
Sister Mary Lillian showed
extreme
dedication,
compassion and faithfulness
to the people whose lives she
would impact. She was also
very efficient in managing

the Marriage cases for our
Tribunal, and we became one
of the most effective Tribunals
in the Country in regards to
the time it took to obtain an
Annulment.

extreme difficultly in finding a
replacement for Sister Mary
Lillian, Nelson and Kamloops
Dioceses have rejoined the
Vancouver Regional Tribunal
effective January 1, 2011.

Sister Mary Lillian retired
in June of 2010 and returned
to her Motherhouse in London,
Ontario. As the number of
Marriage cases has diminished
over the years and because of the

We will always be grateful
for the gift of Sister Mary
Lillian to our Diocese, and
wish her well as she continues
to serve the Church.
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Joanne Chimenti was raised
in Peterborough, Ontario and
came to Nelson as Bishop
Doyle’s secretary about 45
years ago.
She came on
the recommendation of Sr.
Lorraine, a Sister of the Precious
Blood who had recently been
transferred from London to
the Nelson Monastery. Joanne
loved the West and decided
to make her permanent home
in Nelson. She has been a
part of the Nelson Diocesan
family ever since. As an active
parishioner in the Cathedral
Parish she volunteered to keep
the Cathedral records up to
date and to be responsible for

Joanne is married to Mas
and over the years their home
on Kootenay Lake has become
a place of marvelous hospitality
for visiting clergy, the Chancery
staff, good friends and so many
others. The two of them are
great cooks and there have been

“Thank you Duane”

working as the bishop’s
executive secretary: first with
Bishop Emmett Doyle until
1980; next with Peter Mallon,
when he was appointed the
fourth Bishop of Nelson, until
1996; then with me, Eugene
Cooney, when I was appointed
fifth Bishop of Nelson in June of
1996 until January 2008; when
John Corriveau, ofm, cap, our
present Bishop, was appointed
sixth Bishop of Nelson.

I am deeply grateful for
the invitation to acknowledge
Mrs. Duane Stefiuk’s presence
and ministry in our Nelson
Chancery office, as the office
is being prepared to move to its
new location in Kelowna.
Duane began her ministry
at the Chancery in April of
1985. Her ministry for the first
three years was, mainly, typing
and filing the Bishop Doyle’s
correspondence.
In

Since the Pilgrimage of Faith
was begun by Bishop Doyle
about 22 years ago, Joanne
has been the one who has been
instrumental in keeping in
touch with all of the parishes,
recording all contributions and
issuing all of the receipts. It is
a task that has required many
long hours of posting, entering
and mailing and it would be
difficult to calculate the number
of overtime hours that Joanne
freely put in to make sure that
the annual pilgrimage of Faith
appeal was successful. Those
of us who have witnessed
her dedication over the years
recognize her contribution to
the life of the Diocese.

1988,

Duane

began

I want to say that my time
of episcopal ministry in our
diocese, in company with
Duane and with all of the
Chancery staff, united with our
whole diocesan family of faith,
whom we were called to serve,
was a richly gracious time for
me. There were difficult and
painfully challenging chapters
woven into the unfolding history
of the Church in our diocese
during those generally gracious
years. We were all enabled to
travel them with courageous
and loving unity in faith and
with outreach to the wounded,

Floria Grill entered the
business world in 1965
to work in the accounting
office at Mount St. Francis
Hospital. She worked under
the supervision of the Sisters
of St. Ann. In 1966 she
married Edward Grill and
until 1988 was busy raising a
family of three children - two
boys and a girl.
Floria joined the Chancery
staff as a steno in 1988; her
first duties were working
for the Archives office, the
so many wonderful meals, so
many great parties and so much
good fun experienced at their
home.
Joanne seems to know
just about everyone in the
diocese and if you are looking
for someone’s phone number
chances are she has it on file
in her memory. Joanne’s home
is her place of comfort and
joy and the indication is that
retirement will mean having the
opportunity to enjoy being ‘at
home’ and continuing to be a
person of great hospitality.

as best we could, because of
the supportive companionship
of Duane and all of our fellow
travellers.
I am particularly and
abidingly
appreciative
of
Duane’s personal presence and
ministry over the course of my
eleven and half years as Bishop
of Nelson Diocese. Notably, I
am grateful for her reliably wise
and unfailingly discrete support
in our ministry and for her
completely trustworthy loyalty.
As the Church continues to
write its history in the daily life
of our diocese, Duane’s presence
and ministry- and the presence
and ministry of all who have
served us in the Chancery- will
always be a securely anchoring
witness of what we are called to
be and to do, under God’s grace,
as Church in the world.
Thank you Duane!
Peace and unity,
+Eugene J. Cooney
Bishop Emeritus

School office and helping with
extra work from the Bishop’s
office. In 1988 - 1989 there
were personnel changes in the
office so with a new Executive
Assistant and Archivist hired
Floria took over the steno office
and assisted with work in all the
offices; she also managed the
office - ordering supplies and
looking after repairs, etc. (she
also changed the light bulbs
and dealt with the garbage),
becoming an all round valuable
employee.
She
assisted
Maxine
Malacko and George Karpenic
with the overload work in the
accounting offices. She showed
a great interest in the accounting
so in 1997 she moved into the
accounting office and soon
found this to be her forte. Floria
managed to do the accounting
and carry on all her other office
management duties with her
cheerful personality and energy.

Maxine Malacko

Joanne Chimenti

counting the Collection and
banking Cathedral funds. She is
a Reader at Mass and very much
a part of life at the Cathedral
over these many years.

If you have ever called the
Chancery in Nelson chances
are the pleasant voice at the
other end was that of Maxine
Malacko.
Maxine began her long life
with the Diocese of Nelson in
her own home in the mid sixties
when Bishop Doyle would take
the books to her home, which
was across from Notre Dame
University. At that time there was
very little staff in the Chancery
Office. Maxine worked at Notre
Dame University and Bishop
Doyle was the Chancellor.
Maxine’s three daughters and
her husband knew that if there
was ever a fire they were to take
the Bishop’s books with them!
When Notre Dame closed in
1977, Maxine took up office
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When the Chancery took over
the Self-Insurance she added
that demanding job to her other
duties. She was a great help to
the seminarians getting them
established on our diocesan
plans, etc.
In the 23 (plus) years that
Floria has spent at the Chancery
office she has been a great
employee, always cheerful and
willing to help, she has worked
for four Bishops.

Floria Grill

March 2011

at 813 Ward Street, where the
Chancery was located. She has
remained a loyal staff member
and certainly knew how to keep
the books in balance. Rectors of
the Cathedral can attest to that
fact as Max was always available
to help them as well. Nothing
stumped Maxine; she could
find any error and knew exactly
where to find any information
relating to accounts.
At coffee breaks when
crossword puzzles were being
worked on, you could certainly
count on Max to fill in any
words that might have anyone
else “puzzled”. She knew and
related the score of any hockey
game that had been played the
night before. During crib games,
and at other times as well, you
were sure to have a chuckle at
her one-liners.
Maxine has been a delightful
staff member, competent, witty,
loyal and always pleasant to
work with. Now that retirement
has finally come, we are sure
that Max will be playing bingo
and cards at her retirement home
as well as making the odd trip
to the Casino. She will also have
more time to spend with her
husband, Jim, her 3 daughters
and 3 grand children.
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Kelowna
High School
Celebrates

Academics @ Immaculata
As we wrapped up the first semester
in January with midterms & finals,
we celebrate the great work ethic
that characterizes academics here
at Immaculata. We are not a “prep
school”—everyone is welcome to

be a part of our Catholic school
community. That said, our grads
have great successes as they move
on to post-secondary opportunities,
and are appreciated by their
professors at UBCO & OK because

they bring a thorough understanding
to their subject areas, as well as good
manners & self-discipline. Grads
over the years frequently show
up to thank their teachers for the
excellent preparation they received

for their post-secondary classes. So,
to all of you students working hard
to get through exams in the last few
weeks, keep it up! Your hard work
will pay off
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As the basketball season wraps up...

Fine Arts

The grade 8 girls
basketball
team
just
finished their season
undefeated. They worked
hard throughout the year
with the help of student
coaches Sam Small and
Lauren Lalach. The girls
played in one tournament,
hosted by Immaculata and
KLO, which they came
out victorious against

Our fine arts departments are enjoying frequent
opportunities to experience art in Vancouver this
year. Each drama class goes to see a performance in
Vancouver, plus we planned a special fine arts trip
that included a Canadian opera debut of Lillian Alling
& a visit to the Vancouver Art Gallery, as well as
a brief stop at the totems in Stanley Park. The trip
was a great success & a new cultural experience for
some students.

Vernon
Secondary,
KLO
Middle School and Skaha Lake
Middle School. They also won
the city championships again
KLO middle school in a close
but very exciting game.
We look forward to many
future successful years of
basketball from this talented
group of girls!
The Sr. Boys Basketball

2010- 2011 Retreats
A retreat is a time to
step back from everyday
life and recall the things
that matter: God, family,
friends, fun. It is a time
for both communal &
individual reflection, as

well as an opportunity to let go
of the stresses in our lives. This
year we decided to move our
grade-level retreats outdoors to
spend time together as a group
in nature and truly ‘retreat’
from the everyday setting of

Social Concerns
Opportunities for social
justice action are not
lacking at Immaculata,
from our annual Fast to
raise funds for the local St.
Vincent de Paul Society,
to our Christmas ‘Secret
Santa’ project for families
experiencing
financial

difficulties. This year, our staff
& students thoroughly enjoyed
celebrating
“Movember”—
an awareness campaign for
prostate cancer. Our students
are always generous with their
time, money & enthusiasm to
help others in the local & global
community.

team has gotten off to a great
start. The boys won their own
tournament in January, and
finished 3rd at the BC Catholic
Schools
Championship.
Because of their efforts they
were awarded the number
1 rank in BC. The boys are
looking like strong contenders
to win the BC Championships
in March.

our lives at school. We also
elicited help from the seniors
with the junior level retreats,
allowing room for them to be
peer-leaders. Our seniors rose
to the occasion & the younger
students really appreciated
spending time with them.
Thank you grads for showing
great leadership.

Immaculata’s
Got Talent
In January we also held our annual talent night,
showcasing student singers, musicians, dancers &
actors. There is such a wide variety of skills & talents
among our students, and they push themselves to their
full potential.
A Huge Thank You to our great parents, here at
Immaculata & St. Joseph’s, especially the Parent
Support Group & Parents who Care with Prayer! We
appreciate your prayer & assistance throughout the
year in so many ways. You are awesome.
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NELSON CHANCERY STAFF
has lasting legacy

Thanks, Ron
By Brian d’Eon

For more than a decade, Ron Welwood,
of the Cathedral Parish in Nelson, has
been spending one day a week weeding,
organizing and preserving the extensive
collection of print materials, microfilm,
photos and artifacts in the Diocese
of Nelson Archives. This work has
been greatly facilitated by grants from
Knights of Columbus groups throughout
the Diocese which have been used to
purchase a computer, scanner, laser
printer and microfilm reader/printer.
Ron, a member of the CAG (Catholic
Archivists Group), worked many years
as library director at Notre Dame
University in Nelson (later to become
the David Thompson University
Centre), and later at the Selkirk College
Library in Castlegar. Ron’s lifelong
experience with books and media, his
meticulous attention to detail, plus his
wide knowledge and avid interest in
local history, together made Ron the
perfect choice to take over the work of
his predecessor Peg Barone.

are also chalices and vestments from
various churches, extensive documents
from Bishop Doyle, and even the rosary
beads of Fr. Pandosy. At one time
the collection also included a rather
valuable Guarnerius violin, but it ended
up being sold at auction by Sotheby’s of
London.
Ron’s great pet peeve as Diocesan
archivist has been the many requests for
genealogical information which he has
neither the time nor, in many cases, the
legal permission to pursue.
The Archive presently resides in the
basement of the Chancery Office in
Nelson, awaiting its move to a spacious,
windowless, archive-friendly room in
Kelowna sometime later in 2011.
We are grateful for the time and effort
Ron and Peg have put into preserving
this important part of the Diocese’s
heritage, and we pray that the Archives’
new curator will continue in this great
tradition.

Until recently the Archive included a
great many materials from Notre Dame
University in Nelson and from Mt.
St. Francis Hospital. These materials
have since been transferred Nelson’s
Touchstones Museum. Nonetheless
many gems of great historical interest
remain in the collection. They include the
Father Pandosy records, a book of school
marks from Slocan Catholic School for
the Japanese internee children, and a
complete collection of the Prospector,
the Diocese’s first newspaper started
in 1938 by Fr. Thomas Freney. There

On December 12, 2010 the ladies of
Monsignor A. L. MacIntyre Assembly
2805 (4th Degree Knights of Columbus)
were very pleased to present a hand-made
quilt to Sister Nina and Sister Denise for
Marywood House of Prayer (accepted
by Terry Kennedy on their behalf). The
project began in the Fall of 2008 with the
enthusiastic guidance of “quilt maker”
Doreen Brons. Each of the ladies took
pieces to prepare several blocks for the
quilt. At each 4th degree meeting we would
prepare and begin the next step. The final

Standing left to right: Jim watson, John Tames, Ron Evans, Ed Frenette, Richard Poleman, Jan Giberson, Grant Brons,
Bill Visentine, Ed Maurier, Cecil Morissette, Leona Evans, Dan Gueguen, Jane Gueguen, Elsie Merz, Terry Kennedy,
Heather Morissette, Adolf Merz. Seated left to right: Bev Watson, Giselle Frenette, Kay Meeks, Doreen Brons, Shelia
Maurier, Deborah Giberson.

“all together” part of the project was
sandwiching the pieces together and
then tying knots to make a beautiful,
puffy, cozy quilt. Sister Nina expressed
her warm and abundant thank-you
from Sister Denise and herself with

these words, “This quilt symbolizes
the work of many hands cooperating
together. It is a great expression of the
unity we so desire in our communities.
It was as if it was God’s hand - a
delivered gift of comfort and love.

Remember you are all very welcome
to come to Marywood and visit “your
special quilt” in its new home!
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Sister Elaine M. Biollo,
SC, new Diocesan Director
of Religious Education

Sr. Phyllis Giroux SC,
will be the new Executive
Assistant of the Bishop
when the chancery
moves to Kelowna.
She writes, “I was born on the prairies and
raised in Vancouver, entering the Sisters of
Charity of St. Vincent de Paul (Halifax) in 1960,
and making first profession in 1963. Our sisters
have been in the Diocese of Nelson for as long as
there has been a diocese - since 1936! This is my
second round of ministry in this Diocese; from
1978 to 1982 I was Director of Communications,
and worked out of Nelson spending a lot of time
on the road. I now reside in Kelowna.
I hold a M. A. (Journalism), University
of Western Ontario, London ON. Most
of my ministerial life has involved social
communications in one way or another. The first
form that took was as a teacher, then as staff for
the Catholic Public School Board, Vancouver
BC and the Federation of Independent Schools
of British Columbia, Vancouver, BC. I was
Director of Communications for my own
congregation for several years, and also served
a four year term as Elected General Secretary of
my Community. Most recently I spent ten years
in the United States as Associate Director of the
Religious Formation Conference in Silver Spring
MD, outside Washington DC where I handled a
variety of communications and programming
responsibilities.
While waiting for the new diocesan centre to
be built in Kelowna, and the work as Executive
Assistant to begin there, I have been keeping busy
– mainly with revamping the diocesan website,

Sr. Elaine Biollo, a Sister of Charity
was born and raised in Edmonton,
Alberta. Her first ministry was as
a Pastoral Assistant in Stony Plain,
Alberta. Since then she has been
working continuously in Church
related ministry. She is a graduate of
Newman Theological, Edmonton,
Graduate Theological Union, Berkeley
California and the Toronto School
of Theology. After doing her studies
in California, she was on faculty at
Newman Theological College until
she left Alberta. She taught at Mount
St. Vincent University and was the
Director of Continuing Education
at the Atlantic School of Theology.

When she left AST she began doctoral
studies in Toronto. From there she
became Director of the Institute of
Pastoral and Educational Ministry at
Assumption University in Windsor
Ontario. She left Windsor and returned
to the Edmonton area to be once again
with her family. Immediately before
moving to the Nelson Diocese she
was Pastoral Assistant at St. Michael
Parish in Leduc, Alberta. Her different
ministries have taken her from Halifax,
NS and now to British Columbia. She
looks forward to moving throughout
the diocese getting to know the people
and their parishes.
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Marina
Jane Smith
Marina is now our new secretary for
Pilgrimage of Faith. She had an extensive working
experience within the Catholic communities
as parish secretary and very active in music
ministry. For more than ten years, she works
with medical doctors acted as office manager
dealing with accounts management, procedure
scheduling, insurance claims, advertising and
customer relations. A respiratory therapist, she
completed a computer software training on
excel. We welcome Marina to our Chancery
Office community.

and facilitating (through a
committee) the process of
getting technology into the new
building, and getting it up and
running.
I also serve on committees
for my Community. But when
all is said and done, it is my time
in the garden, where things are
green and growing that brings
energy for all the rest! I am
happy to return to the Diocese
of Nelson!”

28

Catholic Mountain Star

March 2011

The sisters of St. Ann are offering a Bursary for the

formation of women. This bursary named in honour of their
foundress, Blessed Marie Anne Blondin, offers financial
assistance to women seeking formation in theological and
ministry studies that promote justice, peace, integrity of
creation, healing, holistic living and a healthy life style.
Priority will be given to a candidate from B.C. and/or a
woman who is connected in some way with the Sisters of
St. Ann. Preference will be given to one who is on a limited
income and who sees the formation opportunity as a means
of employment training or personal growth.

ANNOUNCEMENT
By Maria McManus

The Nelson Diocesan Catholic Charismatic Renewal Services Committee is privileged to
announce the Third Annual ‘Our Lady of Pentecost Summer Institute. This year the Summer
Institute will be held from Sunday, August 14 with the opening Mass in Mary’s Grove at Seton
House to Friday, August 19 with the closing Mass at St. Charles Garnier Parish in Kelowna.
The theme for this year is ‘Revisiting Pentecost’. The brochures will soon be available in all
the Parishes of the Nelson Diocese as well as throughout BC and Alberta, for both full time and
part time participants to register.

Please request application form from:
Bursary Committee
The Sisters of St. Ann
1550 Begbie Street
Victoria, BC V8R 1K8

Do you gas up at
Husky or Mohawk?

Phone: 250-592-3133
Fax: 250-592-0234
Email: administration@ssabc.ca

The Diocese
of Nelson
Youth Rally.
Radium Hot Springs
Friday, May 13 to
Sunday May 15.
The theme of the Rally is
“Seeds Planted in Faith”
Contact
youthrally2011@yahoo.ca
or your parish office for
more information and
registration forms!

“Graffiti on
my Soul”
– written by Johanna,
a pen name of a
Kelowna parishioner,
is now available
at 4576 Horak
Road, Kelowna,
BC V1W 1R9
Phone # 250-764-7608
jschredl@shaw.ca

Short Notice on
Youth Rally 2011
I am the parish liaison for the 2011 Youth Rally in Radium Hot
Springs this May. I am hoping that you will be able to put me in
contact with the person responsible for your youth group in your
parishes and missions or who is the best contact for the youth
rally promotion and registration. We are also planning to ask your
youth to participate in the program. Please send me the contact
information to this email address. You can also contact me at 250426-4266 from 9:30am-3pm (Mountain time) from Monday to
Friday or at 250-427-0278.
Thank you for your help
Chris Lafaut

If yes, the Board of Directors from the Catholic Independent Schools of the Nelson Diocese
(CISND) is asking for your support; it costs you nothing and financially helps our schools.
CISND has registered for the Husky Community Rebate Program which rebates 2% of all
sales at Husky or Mohawk gas stations and restaurants. By swiping a “CISND loyalty card”
(not a credit card, just a points card) at the pump or cash register, the CISND will receive
a 2% cash rebate of total sales (paid quarterly). To those of you across the diocese who
are regular customers of Husky/Mohawk and are willing to use such a card, please request
a CISND loyalty card from our office. You can request one by calling 250-762-2905 or
emailing adminassist@cisnd.ca

Trail Parishes
welcome
Father
Matthieu
Gombo,
OFM, Cap.
As a member of the Capuchins, Father
Matthieu personally met Bishop John Corriveau,
OFM, Cap. in 1995, when Bishop John was
General Minister. In 2008, Bishop John issued
an invitation to Father Matthieu’s Superior, on
Matthieu’s behalf, to come, when available, and
help provide services within the Nelson Diocese.
Father Matthieu arrived in Trail in January and
will serve as Temporary Administrator until

the next assignments are made in the
summer of 2011. The people of Trail
are deeply grateful to Father Matthieu
for his generous service among us.
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Many thanks
and blessings
By Beverly Pulyk, Superintendent of Schools

As the Chancery Office prepares for its move to Kelowna,
heartfelt praise and thanks is extended to the Nelson staff
who will be retiring or who have recently retired. Their
long-standing dedication and service to the diocese as
well as the knowledge and wisdom that these amazing
people possess will be hard to replace. On behalf of the
Superintendent’s Office, we wish you all the very best.
May God bless each of you as you “embrace horizons not
yet defined”. You will be missed!

There are Times
– By Barbara Mitchell

There are times, Lord
when the safety of this harbour
compels me to remain still
and I shut my eyes to the lure of open water
because I’m afraid
of where it might lead.
There are times
when I stand alone on the these boundary shores
and hold familiarity to myself
like a shield
and let the rigid contours of its shape
define my life.
There are times, Lord
when I long to be different
and I call to You for release
from these moorings that ground me.
With Your hand at the helm
move me out into the brilliance of prismed waves
that I may learn to appreciate
the thrill of the wind in my face
that I might seek to embrace
horizons
not yet defined.

Celebrating the good
news in education
By Beverly Pulyk,
Superintendent of Schools

The school year is half over and the
seven Catholic Schools in the diocese
are as busy as ever. Most recently the
school communities joined with all
other Catholic schools in the province
to celebrate Catholic Schools’ Week
(February 6 to 12). The week is
celebrated for three main reasons:
• To remind everyone of the value
and importance of Catholic schools
as part of the saving mission of the
Church.
• To thank parishioners for their support
of our Catholic schools (through
finances, prayer and volunteer time).
• To showcase our schools in the
community.
During the month of February,
students in grades four and seven wrote
the Foundation Skills Assessment (FSA)

required by the Ministry of Education.
These exams are beneficial not only in
that they show parents how their children
are doing in comparison to Ministry
standards, but school staff can interpret
the combined student results to review
how the school is doing overall in the
areas of reading, writing and numeracy.
Also during the month of February, a
number of schools took part in Jump for
Heart. By participating, students learn
the importance of physical activity,
healthy eating and giving to others.
Whether you have school aged
children or children ready to begin
school, all families are invited to
consider a Catholic Education. The
schools have begun the registration
process for the 2011-12 school year.
Please check out the schools’ websites
for more information or upcoming
school events. All school websites can
be accessed through www.cisnd.ca .
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The
Theology of
the Body is
coming to
the Diocese
of Nelson in
a big way.

March 2011

By: Deacon Cerlouie F. Jimenez

KELOWNA - On January
17 to 21 the priests of the
diocese of Nelson studied and
reflected upon the Theology of
the Body. The study days aimed
to open an awareness on how to
answer some pastoral concerns
regarding human sexuality,
marriage and family life and
how to effectively live out this
reality within the realm of our
modern day society. Bishop

By Tanya Sturgeon

Recently, at the invitation
of Bishop John Corriveau, the
clergy of the diocese gathered at
the picturesque Seton House of
Prayer in Kelowna for their first
Priests’ Study Days of 2011.
The topic of study was John
Paul II’s thought-provoking
Theology of the Body.
Throughout the week, guest
speaker Father Walter Schu,
LC, an author and professor
at a seminary in Cheshire, CT
who is currently working on
his doctoral dissertation on the
Theology of the Body gave a
number of presentations to the
clergy. The clergy also took
part in in-depth discussions
and workshop sessions on this
very relevant and profound
message.
The Theology of the
Body refers to the first major
teaching of John Paul II’s
pontificate and is a series of
129 catechetical addresses he
gave between 1979 and 1984.
During these talks, the pontiff
sought to answer two universal
questions: What does it mean
to be human, specifically male
and female? And how can I live
my life in a way that brings true
happiness?
A renewed excitement was
created around this topic and
the hope is to share the good
news of true freedom with the
people of the entire Diocese of
Nelson. While interest in this
particular teaching has been
growing across North America,
thanks mostly to popular
author and respected teacher

Christopher West, this may be
the first time that a Bishop has
formally invited all the parishes
of his diocese to host a study
group devoted to the topic.
Bishop John previously
selected a committee to review
possible tangible programs to
assist in spreading the teachings
of Theology of the Body to our
communities. The diocesan
committee selected Christopher
West’s Freedom to Love study
series consisting of high-quality
DVD presentations followed
by group discussions based
on questions from a student
workbook.
This
brand-new
adult
education program is expected
to roll out across the diocese
during Lent and in the weeks
to follow. All adults are invited
to participate in this five-part
study based on the Theology of
the Body that looks at authentic
freedom and how it leads to
authentic love.
In these five sessions,
participants will be introduced
to John Paul II’s Theology of
the Body and how it can change
lives. A refreshing look at the
church’s often-misunderstood
teachings on love, marriage
and human sexuality, this study
promises to be a fascinating
experience for everyone and
anyone.
Watch your bulletins or
ask your parish priest where
to find a Freedom to Love
study group near you, or for
more information please email
nelson.diocese@telus.net.

Theology of the Body was
subject of Priests’ study days
John Corriveau invited Fr.
Walter Schu of the Legionaries
of Christ, a renowned scholar
about this topic, to give the
lectures and to facilitate
discussions among the clergy.
Fr. Walter Schu used
Pope John Paul II’s teaching
regarding freedom, truth, gift,
communion, dignity, love,
person and meaning. Before
becoming a pope Cardinal
Karol Wojtyla has been a
staunch proponent of these
aspects of life. At the Second
Vatican Council Cardinal
Wojtyla was very influential in
writing some of the council’s
documents, not the least of
which was Gaudium et Spes –
the pastoral constitution of the
church in the modern world.
This document has been the

basis of his many quotations
written through his encyclical
and pastoral letters.
“Man is the only creature
on earth which God willed for
itself, [and he] cannot fully
find himself except through
a sincere gift of himself”Gaudium et Spes 24.
This quotation became the
foundation of the Theology of
the Body on which Pope John
Paul II spoke about. Human
beings are not only the image
God through the gift of free
will but also through being in
communion with others. Pope
John Paul II adds that “to be
human means to be called to
interpersonal communion.”
This happens because God is a
communion of persons in the
Holy Trinity. “Man became

the ‘image and likeness’ of
God not only through his own
humanity but also through the
communion of persons which
man and woman form right
from the beginning.” (TOB,
Nov. 14, 1979)
The study days were also
graced by couples who are
living out the teachings of Pope
John Paul II in the Theology
of the Body. The couples gave
their personal testimonies
about their spousal and marital
commitment to each other.
The study days would
have never been successful
without the help of Fr. Walter
Schu, LC, Ms. Holly Rothley,
Bishop John Corriveau and
the core team who planned
and prepared the event.
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St. Charles Garnier Parish holds
annual advent party

KELOWNA - Saint Charles
Garnier celebrated their fifth
annual Saint Nicholas parish
advent party on Sunday
December 5th, the eve of Saint
Nicholas’s feast day. Young
and old alike gathered together
and began the festivities with
10:30 am mass. During the
celebration, Father Wayne
invited families to bring up
their Baby Jesus figurines from
their home nativity sets to be
blessed, some brought beautiful
statues from their Fontanini
nativity sets, others brought
small
handmade
wooden
images, some were plastic. All
were held cradled carefully in
hands, later to be placed in a
special place of honour in their
homes during Advent. This
tradition is a special way to
have the symbolic presence of
the Christ Child in our homes.
This symbol is a great way
to teach children about who
Jesus is, beginning with “Baby
Jesus”.
Following Mass, all the party
participants gathered in the hall
for lunch, closely followed
by dessert at the Tricia and
friends Saint Nicholas cookie
decorating
station.
There
was lots of sticky icing fun
while children, grandparents,
mothers, fathers, godparents,
and community members galore
made delicious treats of sugar
cookies baked in the image of
Saint Nicholas, decorated with
their own creative touch.
Partygoers
had
many
choices of which festivities
to participate in. The stations
were designed for learning
more about Saint Nicholas
and his spirit of generosity.
Some spent time at the Rosalie
Blais and Daughters, card
decorating station, as they
showed the guests how to make
lovely cards as a sentimental
way to show others you care.
Some of our parish Young
Adults with Saint Joseph
school teachers, invited guests

to make and decorate their own
Saint Nicholas characters to
hang on their Christmas tree or
give away as gifts. Top notch
entertainment was provided by
the ever talented and creative
Ingrid Sivorot, with help from
one of the young adults. They
performed a Saint Nicholas
puppet play starring a fabulous
replica of the jolly old Saint
Nicholas himself. There was
lots of laughter and learning at
that station.
The highlight of the party
was when our special guest,
Saint Nicholas himself arrived,
(looking vaguely similar to
our very own Father Wayne
who had been called away
for urgent business during the
party! Coincidence?) sharing

his message of love for Christ
and neighbour. He spoke to
the guests about the virtues he
loved best, that of generosity
and love, inviting the guests
to make a special effort this
advent to think of ways they
could practice these virtues.
Then to the delighted squeals of
children he opened up his Saint
Nicholas Sack and shared gift
bags full of surprises for the
children. Families and friends
took time to pose for pictures
with Saint Nicholas. One
family said “this is going to be
our Christmas card this year.”
At Saint Charles Garnier we
have an annual St. Nicholas
Generosity Project, which
helps support special seasonal
outreach.
FREEDOM’S

DOOR,
a
non-profit
organization assisting men
recovering from addictions, is
our special generosity project
this year. Throughout advent
parishioners can pull tags off
the Christmas tree in the foyer,
with practical items listed to
purchase for the men living at
Freedom’s Door.
“The real St. Nicholas is so
much more than the familiar
secular holiday symbol of Santa
Claus. Churches are uniquely
placed to reclaim “one of their
own” through enthusiastic
implementation of the customs
and traditions, which surround
St. Nicholas. His stories, as
lover of the poor and patron
saint of children, complement
the central message of the birth

of Jesus by leading people to
look beyond their own wants
and desires. Presenting St.
Nicholas as the Christian saint
he is provides a corrective to the
temptation of an over-emphasis
on the acquisitive, materialistic
aspects
of
Christmas
celebrations. Honouring St.
Nicholas Day is appropriate in
any church as it brings together
young and old in a happy focus
on this incredible saint. It is
also a superb opportunity to
reach out to those who do not
attend church and invite them
to a celebration that’s fun for
everyone.”
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Ordinations
in the Diocese
of Nelson

On January 20, during the
Council of priests meeting,
Bishop John Corriveau, OFM
Cap, announced the ordinations
of Deacon Neil Lustado and
Seminarians Cerlouie Jimenez
and Gerald Sekanga.
Deacon Neil was ordained to
the Priesthood on March 1, 2011
at St. Charles Garnier Parish in
Kelowna BC. Cerlouie Jimenez
was ordained to the Diaconate
on January 25 2011 at Our

Lady of Petual Help Church in
Trail BC. Gerald Sekanga will
be ordained to the Diaconate of
May 12 2011 at the Cathedral
of Mary Immaculate in Nelson
BC.
The ordinations of these
three young men remind the
people of the Nelson Diocese
on their vital role to pray for
vocations for priestly and
religious and ministerial life in
the church.

